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INTRODUCTION. 


The object of tbe following' publication is to 
present to tbe Englisb novel reader a succinct 
view of some of tbe more favourite prose fic- 
tions current in Germany, such as they have 
been preserved from ago to age, even previous to 
the invcDtion of printing, down to the present 
period. It is well known, indeed, that no nation 
is more attached to this class of popular com- 
positions, both in a poetical and a prosaic form, 
while no country can boast of writers who have 
more abundantly produced, or more zealously 
treasured them up. Some of tbe least national 
of these, whose origin it is difficult to decide, 
have already become fanuUar to us through the 
medium of more modern versions, and seem to 
have naturalized themselves in almost every 
country, whithersoever they have migrated ; of 
this character, perhaps, are tbe Adventures of 
tbe Travelling Jew, of Fortunatus, Reynard the 
Fox, the Horned Siegfried; opposed to others 
of a more national castUke Faustus, Howleglass, 
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Henry the Lion, &c. In respect to their generic 
qualities, as distinguislied from those of other 
countries, we cannot convey an idea of them 
more clearly than in the words of IMr. Weber, 
in his Illustrations of Northern Aiititiuities, when 
treating on the subject of Teutonic poetry and 
romance. 

“ When wc compare these Teutonic ro- 
mances with those of France, Fngland, and 
Spain, we are immediately struck with tlie want 
of chivalrous courtesy in the knights, and with 
the praises bestowed upon the most savage and 
ferocious among them. Wc have not here that 
constant obedience and attention to the ladies, 
Avho are indeed frequently more savage than 
their lovers. The peculiar diablerie of their 
romances is, ))orhaps, tlieir most striking feature. 
The dwarfs who, by the French minstrels, were 
represented as mere naturals, and humble at- 
tendants upon the knights, arc lierc exalted into 
creatures of great cunning, having dominion 
over the interior of the earth, consequently pos- 
sessing incalculable riches, in gold and gems, 
and having the stronger but less sagacious race 
of giants entirely under their controul. Tiie 
history of the creation of those three great classes, 
the dwarfs, giants, and heroes, is given by the 
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BUtlior of the Prefnce to the Book of Heroes in 
the following^ manner: 

** *It should be known for what reason God 
created the great giants and the Htlle dwarfs, nnd 
subsequently the heroes*. First, ho produced tbo 
dwarfs, because the mountains lay •waste nnd 
useless, nnd Tnluablo stores of slUcrnnd gold, 
•with gems nnd pearls, were concealed in them. 
Therefore God made the dwarfs right ssiso nnd 
crafty, that they could distinguish good nnd Imd, 
and to what use all tilings sliould he applied. 
They knew the use of gems; that some of them 
gnvo strength to the wearer, others made him 
invisible, which were called Fog*cnps.* There- 
fore God gave art and wisdom (o them, that they 
built them hollow bills; Iio gave them nohiUty, 
so that they, ns well ns (ho heroes, were kings 
and lords; and ho gave (hem great riches. i\nd 
the reason why God created the giants, wns, that 
they should slay tho wild beasts nnd worms 
(dragons and serpents), nnd thus enable Ibo 
dwarfs to cultivate tho mountains in safety. But 
after some lime, it happened that tho giants be- 
came wicked and unfaithful, and did much barm 

• Kebel KBpixm.— In tha romancea UjcmielTci, tlpy are not 
rapreaented u gems, but u a liad of eeiJ, which rendered crery 
thing coTored by them Inrisible. 
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to the dwarfs. Then God created the heroes, 
who were of a middle rank, between the dwarfs 
and giants. And it should be known that the 
heroes were worthy and faithful for many years, 
and that they were created to come to the as- 
sistance of the dwarfs, against the unfaithful 
giants, the beasts and the worm's. The land was 
then waste, therefore God made strong heroes, 
and gave them such a nature, that their mind 
was ever bent on maUhood, and on battles and 
fights. Among the dwarfs were many kings, 
who had giants for their servants ; for they pos- 
sessed rough countries, waste forests, and moun- 
tains near their dwellings. The heroes paid 
all observance and honour to the ladies, protected . 
widows and orphans, did no harm to women, 
except when their life was. in danger, were 
always ready to assist them, and often shewed 
their manhood before them, both in spirit and in 
earnest. It should also be known that the 
heroes were always emperors, kings, dukes, 
earls, and served under lords or as knights and 
squires ; and that they were all noblemen, and 
no one was a peasant. And from them are de- 
scended all our lords and noblemen.’ ”* 

• Illustrations ot Northern Antiquilies; Ancient Teutonic 
Poetry and Romance, pp. 41.3. 
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^Y’c here close our extract, ns it is not in- 
tended to nmko trial of the reader's literary 
patience or taste for black letter research, at llio 
expence of more np^oenblc requisites. To com- 
bine the two, ns far ns was conceived quite 
agreeable to llic primary and more popular pur- 
poses of qH fiction, amusing nnrmtivc and novelty 
of incident, lias been the aim of the following 
pages, however inadequately accomplished. It 
would have opened too wide and unbeaten a 
field of enquiry, and would have been too littio 
in unison with the liglit and popular materials of 
the text, to have attempted any detailed analysis 
and illustration of the individuol origin and 
ramifications of the specimens hero selected 
from a rich storehouse of traditionary rcliquos. 
Far, therefore, from presuming to encroach upon 
•tho ancient domain of learned commentators, 
cither of this or a preceding age, all that tlio 
editor has, at most, adventured upon, has been 
to hover a little round the outskirts. To have ' 
attempted to introduce hU readers into all the 
learned labyrinths of those ancient and secluded 
regions of romance, ** from time immemorial, 
set apart for the old wizards and heroes of the 
north,” would have been on bis part far too am- 
bitious an efibrt. 
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It is due, in fairness to Ininself, that tlic 
editor should disclaim any pretensions to the 
more recondite learning and patient research 
which characterize the pursuits of tlie geniiinc 
antiquary. Nor would he feel himself justified 
in calling for that painful attention so requisite 
on the part of the reader, for a proper apprecia- 
tion of such labours. He would not, however, 
be understood to insinuate the slightest depreci- 
ation of such works; works, which throw light 
and splendour upon by-gone days, and conjure 
up forms of living beauty, or of glory, which 
were fast disappearing in the mists of antiquity. 
He would rather avow tluit he hangs with delight 
over the pages of the gifted illustrators of our 
old poetry and drama, or of the living succes- 
sors of our Ritsons and our V»’’urtons, authors 
who have gone far to complete those great 
outlines of antiquarian learning and research 
chalked out by their predecessors. To the 
united efforts of Scott, of Weber, of Jamieson; 
of Herbert, of Douce, of Ellis, and of Dunlop; 
of Percy, of Johnstone, of Heber, and of 
Lockart; all of whom conjointlj^, or severally, 
have so ardently engaged in unfolding to us the 
concealed treasures of the past, — we are in- 
debted for that proud distinction to which 



mXRODUCTXO^. 


w 


England may still lay claim, in tlie highest walks 
of learning, as well as of art; a distinction which 
need not shrink from a comparison with that of 
the most famed academicians of France, or the 
still more recondite and laborious efforts of the 
Germans. 

It is scarcely necessary further to observe, on 
the part of the present editor, that he has not 
indulged the ambition of aspiring to any share of 
those honours, which have been so amply reaped 
bynames like the preceding; though he may 
perhaps be held excused for attempting to glean 
a few scattered flowers growing in the same 
fields, stretching so widely around the northern 
side of the “ Temple of Fame.” 

“ Of Golbic eliuctxjre wa» tbenoiUjem Bide, 

O'ewrouglit willi oruameats of barbarous pnde. 

Ibeie huge colossus rose with trophies crownd, 

And ruin'd characters vere graved aroond 
There sat 2^nicilx]9 with erected ejes, 

And Odux here in mitaic trancee dies 

There on rude iron colomns smeard with blood. 

The horrid forms of Sr^thian heroes stood 
Druids and bards ’ — theu once load harps unstrung. 

And j'ouths that died to be by poets sung.” 


Pope. 
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The real origin of this rcry cunous comic and sati- 
rical production is involved, like most fables of tho 
kind, in con«iderable doubt and perplexity The 
earliest printed German copy would appear to have 
been that of the year 1498, written in the dialect of 
I ower Saxony , though there ins a Dutch romancei 
m prose, bearing the same title, “ Histone van 
Reynaert de Vos, published at Delft, in 1485 
The former one, of 1498, was aftcnnrds trans- 
lated into High German, and also into Latin It has 
been referred to various individuals as the author, 
most commonly to Henry Von Alkmar, but that 
his was not the first story of the kind, would ap- 
pear from his preface in which he merely assumes 
the merit of its. translation Nicholas Baumann, 
who IS stated to have wntten it as a satire/upon tlio 
chancellor of the duke of Juhers is another author 
to whom it has, with less authonty however, been 
g.ttributed, hia edition beanng no earlier a date than 
1522 In the translation it is stated to have been 
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borrowed from the lUilian and Frencli tongues, but 
its individual origin is not pointed out. It is so far 
left in doubt, whether the German author cojiicd 
from the Dutch publication at Delft, where the sole 
remaining copy is still prcscr\-cd, or whether both 
were translated or imitated from the French and Ita- 
lian, or some more hidden materials, of which the 
MSS. have now perished. 

At all events, the Lubcc edition of 1493 is a work 
so superior in point of power and skill, as well as 
in its comic incidents and delineations, as to confer 
upon it the style and character of an original com- 
position. Its allegorical scenes are well supported ; 
exhibiting under a picture of the court of beasts, the 
various intrigues and interests of a human court, 
where every thing is thrown into confusion, and the 
most dangerous plans are adopted, at the instigation 
of a wily favourite. By such means the Lion risks the 
loss of his dominions, while Reynard (who is sup- 
posed by ' some to represent the duke of Lorraine), 
and some other personages, doubtless imitated from 
real life, carry their obnoxious measures. There is 
an old English translation, published by Caxton, 
which was executed, it is said, from the Flemish 
version or original. 

Gbthe s version is an imitation of the work of 
Alkmar, from the Lower Saxon, composed in hexa- 
ip.eter verse, and in modern phraseology. 

From the number of editions enumerated by the 
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learned Flogel, m hts History of Comic Literature,* 
the German Fox would appear to have been a singu- 
lar favourite with most nations Upvrards of forty 
editions are mentioned, among which three were 
published in England, besides others which do not 
appear to have come within the scope of the German 
ivriter The English prose version of 1694, from 
which the following specimen of the work has been 
abridged, is one of them, consisting of a free tiansla- 
tion, and occasional abridgment of the edition of 1 498, 
upon which most of the subsequent editions, indeed, 
both m Germany and elsewhere, seem to be founded 

The German edition of 1498 appeared at Lubec in 
small 4to, accompanied by woodcuts, m a rude style 
of illusttation and with a preface of four pages, from 
the pen of Henry Von Alkroar, the work itself con- 
sisting of two hundred and forty one pages It is 
composed in common heroic metre, the heroic metre 
of low Dutch , a copy is still preserv'ed m the Ducal 
Library at Wolfenbuttel, with the following motto 
Ut mipij adulauo, 

Kua la der WerUe blyfcet, , 

Sic homuus vst ratio 
Geljk dem Tosse gcsdncket. 

At the close is> found the dale. Anno Domini, 1498, 
Lubek It wus first made known by Professor 

* Geschiclite ierrlvonuscbenliilleratar, Tol lu p 40, 
nih and I^ipue, 1780 
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Hackmanti, in 1709, who printctl an edition of it at 
Wolfcnblittel, 1711. In the Preface, llenn,- Von 
Alkmar announces lumself as a schoolmaster, v/lio 
had borrowed his translation from the French tong’tic, . 
but without throwing any light upon the real au- 
thor, or noticing any Dutch writers or commenta- 
tors among his contemporaries. 11 is name has by 
some been conjectured to be a mere fabrication, and 
among others by Henry Lackman, and by Biisching. 
Most probably, however, says Fldgel, Alkmar was 
born in the city of that name in Holland ; he repre- 
sents himsclf-as Hofmeister to the duke of Lothrin- 
gen (Lorraine), who died in 1508, at whose request 
the Flemish work was Orst composed. The Dutch 
writer expressly disclaims all title to its production, 
though no prior French and Jtalian niaterials, from 
which he professes to have taken it, have been dis- 
covered. . 

Gottsched, in his edition, is inclined to think Alk- 
mar the real original author, and that ho merely 
feigned its version from other tongues. Thus some 
dispute his word, and others his existence; learned 
opinions clash with still more learned o])inions, and 
conjectures are heaped upon conjectures. 

These unfortunately do not appear to have brought 
the learned speculators much nearer to the trutli : 
the obscure fables of Reynard the Fox, belong, in 
some form or other, to most nations ; their peculiar 
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OTjgm losing itself in the mists of antiquity.* Nei- 
ther do they add any thing to the Talue of the "work 
under discussion, at all commensurate to the abun- 
dance and ingenuity of the researches it has elicited. f 
What degree of c6rtainty, 'indeed, can be expected, 
when the only true guide, that ofcdmparison of dates, 
and the local intrinsic eridence of the work, has been 
doubtless jnystified by ihe wily sir Reynard, ^ who 
chose to lea\e us only vague hypothetical conjectures. 
^Without presuming to enter into the mazes of anti- 
quarian research, which fortunately for tlic readers 
of a work of entertainrocrit, lies os far beyond the 
editor’s ambition as his skill, he may be allowed’to 
deduce, from the arguments set before him, the pro- 
bability of sir Reynard having brought his 'learned 
pursuers to fault by his usual nise de guerre ; retdming 
to his original seat, on finding himself' hard pressed, 
-so sidy and softly, as to render it impossible for the 
be’st trained scent to • track him back to his 'native 
spot, whether m French Flanders, Hollarid, Italy, 
Germany, or in the East. He may probably-’have 
had his’ongm in the ancient Keltla tmd Dlmna hi 
these last regions ; the nurse of oral animals, more 
* The names of several of the characteis in Reynard the Foi 
occur m some of the verses or senreutes of the Ttoabudoois as 
early as the twelfth century. Thus the name of Isegrim. tha wolf, 
and Heinhait, are found in two serrentes, attnbnted to kin; 
Richard L, who was also one of the Troubadours. 

t See Flogel’a History of Conuc literature, Tol. iii. p. 40 — 90. 



8 


iirYNAun Tilt rox. 


especially of a long race of eloriucnt anti politic 
foxes, called Chocs, celebrated for the -wisdom of 
their maxims over all India. In justice to our owm 
country, -sve must assign to it the priority of the 
printed editions of sir Reynard's histories and ex- 
ploits, inasmuch as M. Fldgel himself, places Caxton*? 
edition the earliest in his long series. 

In addition to the early Dutch editions, and some 
among the French and English, Avithout any author’s 
names, the most esteemed are those of Ilackmann, 
Gottsched, and Suhl, with the criticisms of other 
German scholars, all of whom liavc vied Avith each 
otlier in national zeal to illustrate the traditionary 
relics of their country. 

Swedish and Danish translations are likcAvisc enu- 
merated hy M. Fldgel, some of Avhich arc founded 
upon the more modem Gcmian editions of Uie same 
Avork. Nor are Hebrew and Latin versions Avantine: 
to cro-wn the reputation of its favourite hero, Avho 
appears to have been Aaewed, during successive ge- 
nerations, as a model of moral and political sagacity. 
To what prince or minister it Avas intended to apph", 
and Avhether as a compliment or a satire, must re- 
main doubtful. The various suppositions on this 
head are rejected -by the best German editors, Avho, 
hoAvever, have not attempted to substitute any others 
in their place. 
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’PLEA.SANT HISTORY 
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OF 

KEYNARD THE FOX. 


CHAP. 1. 

eoiv TM£ UON rnOCLAIUKO A SOLtUS 7SA&t AT SiS COV&T» 

A*o now istORtu tnt »kOtr> aks hi» wits, arb cbr* 

TtSfc TKS UOBVd, WAOE COVPLAtRTS AOAIH9T CtTRABD 
TUB POX. . , 

About the Feast of Pentecost, ivhtch is commonly 
called Whitsuntide, when the woods are full of lusti- 
hood and songs of gallantly, and every tree fresh 
clothed in its vernal garb of glorious leaves and sweet- 
smelling blossoms; when the earth is covered with 
her fairest mantle of flowers, and all the birds enter- 
tain her with the delights of their melodious songs; 
even at this joyous period of the lusty spring, the 
lion, that royal king of beasts, the monarch of the 
ancient woods, thought to celebrate this holy festival, 
and to keep open court at his great palace of San- 
B 5 
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den, witli all triumpliant ceremony and magnificence. 
To this end he made solemn proclamation over all 
his kingdom to all manner of beasts whatsoever, that 
upon pain of being held in contempt, every one 
should resort to the approaching celebration of the 
grand festival. Within a few days, at tlie time pre- 
fixed, all beasts, both great and small, came in infi- 
nite numbers crowding to the court, with the excep- 
tion of Reynard the Fox, who did not appear. Con- 
scious as he was of so many trespasses, and trans- 
gressions against the lives and fortimes of other 
beasts, he knew that his presence might have put his 
life into great jeopardy, and he forbore. 

Now Avhen the royal monarch had assembled his 
whole court, there were few beasts who had not some 
complaint to make against the fox; but especially 
Isegrim the wolf, who being the first and principal 
complainant, came with all his lineage and kindred. 
Standing uncovered before the king, he said, “ Most 
dread and dearest sovereign lord the king! Humbly 
I beseech you, that from tlie height and strength of 
your great power, and the multitude of your mercies, 
you will graciously take compassion upon the insuf- 
ferable trespasses and injuries which that unworthy 
creature Reynard the Fox, has lately committed 
against me and my wife, and my -whole family. To 
give your majesty some idea of these .wrongs, know 
that this Reynard broke into my house in my ab- 
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sence, ag;ainst the ^vill of me and my wifcj where, 
finding my children laid in their quiet couch, he mal- 
treated them in so vile a manner, especially about the 
eyes, that with the sharpness of Ibe crime they fell 
instantly blind.* Now for this offence a day .was set 
apart, wherein Reynard should appear to justify him- 
self, and make solemn oath that he was guiltless of 
that foul injury ; but as soon as the holy book was 
tendered to him, he, well knowing his own enormity, 
refused to swear, or rather evaded it, by inslantly 
running into his hole ; in contempt both of your ma- 
jesty and your laws. This, perhaps, my dread loitl, 
some of the noblest beasts resident at your court did 
not know: yet this was not enough to satiate his 
malice, and he continued to trespass against me in 
many ^ other things, which, however, neither your 
majesty’s time nor patience would suffice to hear. 
Enough that my injuries are so great that nothing 
can exceed them, and the shame and villany that he 
has she^vn my wife, is such that I can no longer suf- 


* The moral shews how 3 ticious man deceirea himself by 
thinking to escape punishment by absenting himself from the 
magistrate's presence. Dy sneb contempt he only animates his 
enemies in their resolution to proceed, and mahes them bolder in 
their complaints againsthim. Thu is more particularly appli- 
cable to accusations at court, as appears above, which if they bo 
cot speedjy met, must endanger tlieiifeof the accused. 

Old. Eng, ComtMRU 
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fer it to go imrevengcd. From him I am come to 
demand reparation, and from your majesty conipas- 
sion.” 

• When the -wolf had spoken these Avords there 
stood by him a little hound, whose name was Curllse 
Avho now stepping forth, also made a grievous com- 
plaint to the king, saying, that in the cold Avintcr 
season, when the frost Avas most violent, and he Avas 
half starA’cd by Avant of prey, having nothing furtlicr 
left him to sustain life than one poor piece of pud- 
ding, that A'ile Reynard ran upon him from ambush, 
and unjustly seized it. 

Scarcely had these Avords escaped the hound’s lips, 
before in sprang Tibert llie cat, Avith a fierce and angrj’ 
countenance, and falling down at his majesty’s feet, 
exclaimed: “ Oh, my lord the king, though I must 
confess that the fox is here grioA'ously accused ; yet 
Avere other beasts’ actions searched, each Avould find 
enough to do to clear himself. Touching the com- 
plaint of Curtise the hound, it Avas an offence com- 
mitted many years ago; and though I myself com- 
plain of no injur}', yet AA'as the pudding mine and not 
his ; .for I got it one night out of a mill, Avhen the 
miller lay asleep. If Curtise could challenge any 
share thereof, it must be deriA’ed solely from me. ’ 
When Panther heard Tibert’s Avords, he stood forth 
and said, “ Do you imagine, oh Tibert, that it Avould 
be just or good that Reynard should not be accused. 
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VMiy, \ht wIjoV wc-U kno*-* !>e h a nuM<^r, a 
n\nlier, an’J a tJijl he J'nr* nr>l any oralmr, 

no, not ! i« rujf**\ hsnw!f; a*w1 %nnjhl m'Trr 1 * 
to honnr ant! if Ic 

Uioujht lie cotiM llimn!*Uin #o nijcli »• i! r h;: rfa 
fat jmllrt. Ixt ne t/^ll j-rm «hal I *3«r hin i! > onh 
ywtfniay to Kay^^inl the L»*r, tww »lan<linj m i! «• 
k>ng*« p'TfrMicr', Vr«5rf uf trsr'nnj p^«rt* 

KnyranJ Jii« erwJ, nrnJ irsVinp n c«(«J chaj-Ja i * f 
htn, he J>nti3i5nr| Inm !o anti »it !»-li«r'rn ht< 
anil »injr alonil Cmlo, Cmlo t liaj’jn nl to 
|»i»* lJu! war, an<l hranl the am) o|r«j 

nrarcf, 1 f<nin<l (hat Mr. Ilrynanl haj hft I r» 
note, an<l Itran to j U\ m hu «»1 1 kry, ft'f Itf hat! 
taught Kaj Irani I7 the thn>M, airl hatl | not, at thit 
wofutnl come, he hatl ctftamly taVrn hi* hfe, a* 
you imj *c<? hy Kaywanl* frr»h wnuml im*Irr hi* 
throat If raj Ion! the km,; tlioiiM tiifTiT inch con- 
duct to go iKiptimthctl, the ^•'•afc Ittykcn, tl e rojal 
dipnitj {iTofant-*!, nml flic j«»t law* iiolatcrl, your 
pnnctl) chihlnn nniij year* In come, iliall Ijrar the 
♦lindcr of tlu* cnl *' ** Douhtlc**, l^anthcf," cn«l 
IscgTiin, “ you i-»j TfvU and true; jt i« only fit tint 
they ihould rectnc the benefit of juiiice, whoui«h 
to h*c in peace ’ 
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CHAP. II. 

HOW onisiuAnD the coat spoke iv j avouu op r.r.vr.-Ann 

EEPOnr. THE KINO. 

Tiiex spoke Grimbard, who was Keynard’s sister’s 
son, being much moved by anger : “ Isegrim, you 
are malicious, and it is a common proverb, that 
‘ malice never yet spake well and what c:ui you 
advance against my kinsman, Reynard? I wish 
you had only to encounter the risk, that which- 
ever of you had most injured the otlicr, was to be 
hanged, and die a felon’s death ; for I tell you, were 
he here in court, and as much in our monarcli’s 
favoujr as you are, it would be but small satisfac- 
tion for you to beg mercy. You have many times 
bitten and torn my kinsman with your venomous 
teeth, and much oftener than I can reckon ; though 
1 Avill recal some instances to your shame.* Can 

* The moral says, vice is never without an advocate. Be a 
man ever so abandoned, lie is sure to find one or other to plead 
for him, especially where there is wealtli or {;rcatncss to boast 
on the side of the ofiender, or any alliance of blood to those in 
favour, as apjiears in the case of the goat pleading for the for. 
Birst, because ho -was of kin ) next, he was rich, and able to as- 
sist him in his designs; and lastly may be observed the insinu- 
ation of the advocate, who excuses the fox’s faults with a new 
form of penitence, rloking the evils, than which notliing sooner 
brings a good man to believe and to forgive. 

Old Eng, Cotiiiii, 
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■jou have forjotteti how jott cheated !um m regard 
to the plaice which he threw doan from t!ie cart, 
while yoh followed aloof forfear^ Vet 5011 dc\ourod 
the good plaice alone, and left him nothing but the 
bones, nhich you could not eat joursclf lou play- 
ed the same tnck with the fat flitch of bacon, which 
was so good, that you look care to devour the whole 
of It joursclf AVlicn my uncle entreated his share, 
you retorted with scorn * Foir joung man, jou shall 
surely have jour share,* and jet jou gave him no- 
thing, although ho won it at great linrard, inasmuch 
as the oumcr contmed to catch my kinsman m a 
sack, from which he with difficulty got anay witli 
life Such mjuncs hath this Isegrim done to Rey- 
naid ; and I beseech your lordships to judge if they 
are sufTerable Again he complains, that my kins- 
man hath wronged him m his wife, and true it is, 
that Reynard could boast her favour seven jears be- 
fore friend Isegnm did wed her But if my uncle, 
out of courtesy, did pay her attentions, what is that 
to him ^ he took her for better and worse , nor ought 
he to coraplam of any foregoing transaction not be- 
longing to him "Wisdom, indeed, would have con- 
cealed It, for what credit can he get by the slander of 
his own wife, especially when she is not aggrieved ! 

“Next comes Kayward the hare, with his complaint 
ra his throat, which seems to me a mere trifle If he 
will learn to read and sing, and read not his lesson 
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aright, who will blame the schoolmaster for giving 
him a little wholesome correction ; for if scholars arc 
not sometimes beaten and chastised, depend upon it, 
they Avill never learn. Lastly, Curtise complains, 
that he had stolen a pudding with infinite pains out of 
the window, at a season when victuals are scarce. 
Would not silence better have become such a trans- 
action? for he stole it: ‘Male quccsisti, et male per- 
didisti;’ it was evil won, and evil lost; and who 
shall dare to blame Reynard for the seizure of stolen 
goods from a thief? It is reasonable, that he who 
understands law, and can discern equity, being also 
of high birth as my kinsman is, should do justice to 
the law. Nay, had he hanged up the hound when he 
took him in the fact, he could have oflended none but 
the king in doing justice without leave. Yet, out of 
respect to his majesty he did it not, though he reaps 
small thanks for his labour; thiis subjected to the 
vilest calumnies, which greatly affect him. For my 
uncle is a true and loyal gentleman, nor can he en- 
dure falsehood ; he does nothing without the counsel 
of the priest, and I assert, that since our lord the 
king proclaimed peace, he never dreamed of injuring 
any man. He lives like a recluse; only eats one 
meal a day, and it is now a year since he tasted flesh, 
as I have been truly informed by some of his friends 
who saw him only yesterday. He has moreover left 
his castle Malepardus, and abandoned his princely 
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eslaWishmcnt, confining all liw wislics to a poor l\cr- 
mitagc He has forsworn bunting, and scattered 
abroad his wealth, Imng alone bj alms and good 
men's chanties ; doing infinite penance for his sms, 
80 that he is become pale and lean with prajing and 
fasting, for he would fam be with God ’** 

Thus while Grimhard stood preaching, they per- 
cei\ed coming down the lull towards them, stout 
Chanticleer the cock, who brought upon a 'bier a 
dead hen, whose head Reynard had bitten clean off, 
and It was brought before the king to lake cogni- 
zance thereof. 

* viclc«d m«a cannot rompisi U)Oirile«>^t byolbor 

aeui«, they f tody deceits lod sLiri to entangle their enemiei. 
Atsoag these they Cad cone more po^cifulthnathe ctoakot re- 
ligion, mth vbicli they icnposc opon the eary faith of the Btmpio 
and lead them ulo dangers from which (hero is no CKape hut 
shipwrech Thastbe foolish cocL lent ear again to the ily fox. 
and the silly sheep go to the slteanng again and again t\'e may 
also gather, that thoughan evil man may be now and then cr- 
eased for some nf his faults, jet sUll ho is not likely to escape 
discoreiyatlast — OU Eng. Comm. 
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CHAP. III. 

now ClIAKTlCLEnU TUE COCK COMPLAINED OF IlT.YNA P.D THE 

rox. 

Chanticleeii marching foremost, hung his wngs 
and smote his feathers piteously, whilst on the other 
side the bier went two of his fairest hens, the fairest 
between Holland and Arden. Each of them bore a 
straight bright burning taper, for they were sisters 
to Coppel tliat lay dead upon the bier ; and as they 
marched, they cried, “ Alack, alack, and wcll-a- 
day, for the death of Coppel, our sister dear.” Two 
young pullets bore tire bier, and cackled so heavily 
and wept so loud for the death of Coppel, their mo- 
ther, that the very hills echoed to their clamour. On 
reaching the presence of the king, Chanticleer, kneel- 
ing doAvn, spake as follows : “ hlost merciful dread 

lord the king I vouchsafe, I do beseech you, to hear 
and redress the injuries which the fox Reynard liath 
done me and my children, -whom you here behold 
weeping*, as well tliey may. For it w’as in the be- 
ginning of April, when the weather was fair, I being 
then in the height of my pride and plumage, spnmg 
from great stock and lineage, with eight valiant sons 
and seven fair daughters by my side, all of whom 
my wife had brought me at a single hatch, all of 
whom were strong and fat, strutting in a yard well 
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fenced round nbout, Heie they had several sheds, 
besides six stout mastiff dogs for their guard, which 
had tom the skins of many wild beasts r so that my 
chddren felt secure from any evil that might happen 
to those more exposed to the snares of the world ; 
but Reynard, that false and dissembling traitor, en- 
vying their happy fortune, many times assailed the 
walls in such desperate manner, that the dogs were 
obliged to be loosed, and they hunted him away. 
Once, indeed, they overtook and bit him, making 
him pay the price of his theft, os his tom skin bore 
witness. Nevertheless he escaped, the mote the 
pity, but we lived more quietly some time after ; un- 
til at last, he came in the likeness of a hermit, and 
brought me a letter to read. It was scaled with 
your majesty's royal seal ; and in it I found written, 
that you had proclaimed peace throughout all your 
realm, and that no manner of beasts or fowl were 
longer to injure one nnolber. Reynard affirmed that, 
for his own part, he was become a monk, a cloistered 
Tecluse, and had vowed to perform daily penance 
for his sins. He next shewed me and counted his 
beads ; he had his books, and wore a hair shirt next 
to his skin, while in a very humble tone he said, 
“ You see, sir Chanticleer, you have never need to 
be afraid of me henceforward ; for I have vowed 
never more to eat fiesh. 1 am now waxed old, and 
would only remember my soul : I have yet my noon 
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)our dauglitcr dead, lajmg her in the cartli with 
«o]emn dirge and worship due Tins done, we will 
consult with our lords how to do}Ou right, and 
bring the murderer to justice ‘ 

Tlien began the Plaeedo Domtne, wiUi tdl the 
Tcrscs belonging to it, too many to recite , the dirge 
being done, the IxkIj was interred, and os-cr it twis 
placed a fair marble stone, polished ns bnglit as glass 
upon which was inscribed the following epitaph in 
large letters “Copjicl, Chanticleers daughter, wliom 
HejTiard the fox has slain, lietli here interred I-- 
Mourn, reader, mourn, for her death wus aiolcnl 
and lamcnlabU 

Tlio monarch next sent for Ins lords and widest 
counsellors, to consult how best this foul munler 
committed b) Kcjnard might bcpumdied In the 
end It was concluded that he should be sint for, and 
without anj excuse be made to opjicar liefore the 
king, to answer these charges, nnd the message be 
deincred by Brum the bear Tlic king gasc con 
sent, and calling him before him, said, “ Sir Brum, 
It 13 our pleasure that you deliver this message, jet 
in so doing, base a good eje to yourself, for Rey- 
nard is full of policy, and knows well how to dis 
semble, flatter, and betray He lias a world of 
snares to entangle you withal ond without great ex- 
ercise of judgment will make a mock and scorn of 
the most consummate wisdom 
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“ I\Iy lord," atiswcred sir IJrnin, “ let me nloim 
with Reynard; 1 am not such a truant to discretion 
as to become a mock for his knavciy." And tbm. 
full of jollity the hear look ids «U j):irture to fetch 
Reynard ; if his vctuni he as jovial, there is no fr.'.r 
of his well speeding.* 


CHAP. V. 

now unuiN Tiir. i.i ah si'j o wnii uj YVAno riir. los. 

The next morning away w'cnt sir Bruin the hear 
in quest of the fox, armed against all kinds of plots 
and deceit wliatsocvcr : and as he went along through 
a dark forest in which Reynard had a by-path which 
he used when he was out hunting, or being Imntcd, 
he saw a high mountain, over which he must puss to 
reach Malcpardus. For though Reynard had many 
houses, Malepardus is his chief and most ancient 
castle, and there he resorted both for defence and 

** Tlie king’s answer to sir Brock skews the danger of excus- 
ing bad actions ; for their being di'-clofcd redound to the de- 
fender’s shame. In the monarch we may see the efiicts of a good 
disposition, as expressed in tlic honours and rites of burial 
bestowed upon Coppel, which is some alleviation for the grief of 
her relations. The bear’s eagerness to bring the fox shews the 
pleasure of a malicious man about to he employed against his 

enemy, and how frequently such ill hopes miscarry.— Eriract 
from Old Eng, Comm. 
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pleasure When Brum at length came to the place, 
he found the gates close shut, at which, after he had 
knocked, sitting upon his tail, he called aloud, “ Sir 
Reynard, are you at home ? lam Brum, youi kins- 
man, sent by the king to summon you to court, to 
answer the many foul accusations laid at jour door 
His majesty hath taken a great vow, that if you fail 
to appear to the summons, your life shall answer for 
youi contempt, and yout whole goods and honors 
become confiscated to the crown Therefore, fait 
kinsman, be advised by your friend, and come with 
me to court, m order to shun the fate that will 
otherwise overtake you ” so said the bear Rey- 
nard, who was lying near the gate, as was his custom, 
basking m the sun, heanng these words departed 
mto one of his holes, Malepardus being full of many 
mtncate and curious apartments, through which he 
could pass in case of danger or for objects of pey, 
where he determined to commune with himself 
awhile how best he might counterplot, and bring the 
bear into disgrace, while he added to his oivn credit 
For he detested the bear , and at last coming forth, 
said, “ Is it you, dear uncle Brum ^ you are exceed- 
ing welcome, and excuse my delay m saying so , but 
the truth is, that when you began to speak I was say- 
ing my vespers, and devotion must not be neglected 
for any worldly concerns Yet I believe he hath 
done you no good service, nor do I thank him who 
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them m such shght respect, nephew’ Why, sir, 
it IS food for the greatest emperors m the world t 
help me, fair nephew, to some of these honeycombs, 
and command me while I live; for only a small 
share I will be your servant everlastingly/’* “ You 
are jesting with me, surely, uncle;” replied the 
*^fox. “ Jest with you,” cned Brum ! “ beshrew my 
heart, then; for I am in such senous good earnest, 
that for a single lick of the same, you shall count 
me among the most faithful of your kindred.” 
“Nay, if you be,” returned Reynard, “ I will bring 
jou where ten of you would not be able to cat 
the whole at a meal This 1 do out of fnendfhip, 
for I wish to have yours in return, which al>o\e all 
things I desire" “Not ten of usl” cned the 

* In tlus eoconnter is expressed Oie dissimnlation of tn o 
'ncked persons pSoiUng each other's nun , m which, though the 
tnost wilj obtnia the ndrantzge at first, the just cause pievatls m 
the end In the bear s eoracitj for honey we see tho ill effects 
of a loose appetite, omitung, for the sake of amoment's pleasure, 
more important business la the baits held out by the fox is 
shewn the triumph of policy, bolding out such temptations os 
are adapted to the character and the occasion Thus the poor 
hear ts not only wounded and xn danger of his We, but made a 
Jaoghing stock to his enenues , while the cruelty practised on 
him hy the people displays the fate of a had man caught in his 
own enaies, when each and all of those he has injured are eager 
to step forward, and bareablow athim, inorderto revenge 
themsehes for his old oSences. — iEitroct Jrm Xnghih Omm 

VOL 1 C 
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bear, “Not ten of us I it is impossible; fur bad 
I all tbc honey between Hybla and Portugal, 1 
could eat the whole of it very shortly myself." 

“ Then knov/, uncle, that near at hand, there dwells 
a husbandman, named Lanfert, who is master of so 
much that you could not consume it in seven years, , •, 
and this, for your love and friendship's sake, I will 
put into your possession." Bmin now mad for the 
honey, swore, that for one good meal, he would stop 
the mouths of all Reynard’s enemies. Smiling at his 
easy credulity, the latter said : “ If you would wish 
for seven ton, uncle, you shall have it and these 
words pleased the bear so much, and made it so 
pleasant, that he could not actually stand for laugh- 
ing. “ Well,” thought the fox, “ this is good for- 
tune; though I will assuredly lead him where he 
shall laugh more in reason.” He then said : “ Uncle, 
we must lose no time, and I will spare no pains ; 
such as I would not undertake for any of ray kin." 
The bear gave him thanks, and away they went to- 
gether, the fox promising as much honey as he could 
cany ; but meaning as many stripes as he could un- 
dergo. At length they came to Lanfeit’s house, the 
sight of which made the bear caper for joy. This 
Lanfert was a stout brawny carj^enter, who the 
other day had brought into his yard a large oak, 
which he had begun to cleave, and stmek into it two 
wedges, so that the cleft lay a great way open, atl 
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which the fox rejoiced, as it iras ju5t;\hathe wished 
Then, with a smiling countenance, turning to the 
hear: Behold no\\,"hcsaid, “ dear uncle, and be 
careful of j ourself, for wlhm this tree is contained 
so much hone), that if )ou can get to it, )ou will 
find it immeasurable, jet be cautious, good uncle, 
and eat moderately The combs are sweet and good, 
but a surfeit is alwajs dangerous, and may prove 
troublesome on jour journey, uhich I would not for 
the world, as no harm can happen to jou but must 
redound to my dishonor.” “ Concern not j ourself, 
for me faith, nephew Reynard* I am not such a fool 
but I can temper my appetite if I can only get at the 
honey.'’ “ True, I was perhaps too bold to say 
what I did, my best uncle; so I pray you enter m 
at the end, and you shall there find what you irant.” 
With all haste the bear entered the tree uith his fore 
feel forward, and thrust his head into thahole quite 
over the cars. When the fox saw this, he mstanlly 
ran and pulled tlic wedges out of the tree, so that 
the bear remained locked fast. Neither flattery nor 
anger now availed the bear; for his nephew had got 
him m so fast a prison, tliat it was impossible to free 
himself by any manreuvre What profited him his 
great strength and valour now’ They only served to 
irritate and annoy him; and deprived of all relief, 
he began to howl and bray, to scratch and tumble, 
and make such a noise, fihat Lanfert came running 
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hastily out of the house, to see what was the matter. 
He held a sharp hook in his hand, and while the 
bear lay tearing and roaring in the tree, the fox cried 
out in scorn ; “ He is coming, uncle I I fear you "svill 
not like the honey; is it good? Do not cat too 
much ; pleasant things arc apt to surfeit, and you 
will delay your journey back to court. If your belly 
be too full, Lanfert will give you drink to digest it 
having said which, he set off towards his castle again. 
Lanfert finding that the bear was taken fast, ran to 
his neighbours and desired them to come. The 
tidings spreading through the town, there was nei- 
ther man, Avoman, nor child, but ran to see, some 
with one weapon, and some with another ; goads, 
rakes, broom-staves, and whatever they could lay 
hands on. The priest bore, the handle of a large 
cross, the clerk had holy water, and the priest’s wife, 
dame Jullock, brought her distaff, as she happened 
to be spinning, Nay, the old beldames, came, that 
had never a tooth in their heads. Hearing tlie ap- 
proach of this army. Bruin fell into great fear, there 
being none but himself to withstand them ; and as 
they came thundering down upon him, he struggled 
so fiercely, that he contrived to get his head out of 
jeopardy, by leaving behind the best part of the skin, 
along with his ears, insomuch that never age beheld 
a more foul ugly beast. For the blood covered 
his face and hands, leaving his claws and skin be- 



hind him, so tliat he could hardly move or sec. It 
was an ill marlcet he came too, for in spile ofthis tor- 
ment, Lanfert and his crew came upon him, and so 
belaboured him with staves and hooks and rakes, 
that it might well be a warning to every one taken 
in misery, shewing how the weakest must evermore 
go to the wall. Tliis Bruin cruelly experienced, 
every one venting their fury upon his hide, even 
Houghlin, with his crooked leg, and Ludolf with 
the long broad nose ; the one armed with a leaden 
mall, and the other with an iron scourge. None 
lashed so hard as sir Bcrtolf with the long lingers, 
and none annoyed him more than Lanfert and Or- 
tom, one being armed with a sharp Welch book, and 
the second with a crooked staff heavily leaded at the 
end, with which he used to play at stab-ball. There 
was Burkin and Armes Ablequack, Banc the priest, 
with his cross-handle, and JuUock his wife. All 
these so belaboured the poor bear, that his life was 
in extreme jeopardy ; he sal and sighed sadly during 
the massacre ; but the thxmdcring weight of Lan- 
fert’s fierce blows was the most cruel to bear. For 
Dame Podge, at Casport,was his mother, and his 
father was Marob, the staple-maker, a passing stout 
man when he was alone. From him Bruin received 
such a shower of stones, at the same time that Lan- 
fert’s brother wielded him a savage blow upon the 
pate, that he could no longer see nor hear; but 
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made a desperate plunge into the adjoining river, 
through a cluster of old wives standing by, many of 
whom he threw into the water, which was broad and 
deep, among whom Avas the parson’s vile- Seeing 
her floating there like a sea-mew, the holy man left off 
striking the bear, ciydng out, “Help, oh help; dame 
Jullock is in the water! I absolve the man, woman, 
or child that saves her, from all their sins and trans- 
gressions, past and to come; and I remit all penance.” 
Hearing this, all left the pursuit of the bear to suc- 
cour Dame Jullock, upon which Bruin cut the stream 
with fresh strength, and swam aAvay, The priest only 
pursued him, ciydng in great rage, “ Turn, villain, 
turn, that I may be revenged upon thee.” But the 
bear having the advantage of the stream, heeded not 
his calling, for he Avas proud of the triumph of hav- 
ing escaped from them. He bitterly cursed the honey 
tree, and more bitterly the fox, Avho had not only 
betrayed him, but made him lose his hood from his 
face, and his leather glo\es from his fingers. In this 
condition he sAvam about three miles doAvn the stream, 
Avhen he grcAv so very Aveary that he Avas obliged to 
seek a landing. The blood trickled doAvn his face : 
he sighed and dreAV his, breath so short, that it seem- 
ed as if his last hour Avas come. 

MeanAvhile the fox, on his Avay home, had stolen 
a fat pullet, and running through a by-path to elude 
pursuit, he noAV came toAvards the river Avith infinite 
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J 05 For he never doubted but the bear was slain, 
and he therefore said, ** Mj fortune is made, for 
my greatest enemj at tlic court is dead, and no one 
can suspect me But as he <poVe, looVing towanls 
the n\er side, he cspictl the bear Ijing down to case 
his grievous vroimds At this sight Ucjnards heart 
mi«gavehim, and he railed bitterly against Lanfcrt 
the carpenter , cursing him for a ‘silly fool, that did 
not know how to kill a bear m a trap “ What mad- 
man, he cned, vrotdd have lost such good vemsoa , 
sofat and wholesome, ami which lay taken to lus hand? 
A wise man would have been proud of the fortune 
which Uiou, like a fool, hast neglected ’ Thus fret- 
ting and eluding he came to the river, where he 
found the bear covered vnlh wounds, whicli Bernard 
alone had caused let he said in scorn as he passed, 
Monsieur, Dieu vous garde’ ” 0 thou foul red 
aillain,’ said tlve bear to himself, what impudence 
can equal thine’ ’ But the fox continued his speech , 
** What, uncle, Iiavcjou forgotten every thmgat I.an- 
fert, or have jou paid for the honey combs jou 
stole ’ I would rather pay for them myself, than that 
you should incur any disgrace If the honey was 
good, you may hav e plenty more at the same price 
Good uncle, tell me before I go, into what order do 
you mean to enter, that you wear this new fashioned 
hood’ Will you be a monk, an abbot, or a friar’ 
He that shaved your crown, seems also to hav e crept 
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your ears ; your forelock is lost, and your leather 
gloves are gone. Fie, sloven ! go not bare-headed ! 
They say you can sing peccavi rarely.” These taunts 
made Bruin mad with rage ; but because he could 
not take revenge, he was obliged to let him talk on. 
At last, to avoid him, he plunged again into the river 
and landed on the other side, where he began to me- 
, ditate how best he might reach the court; for he had 
lost botlr his ears and his talons, and could scarcely 
walk. Yet of necessity he must move forward, which 
he could only do by setting his buttocks upon the 
ground, and tumbling his body over and over. In 
this manner he first rolled about half a mile, then 
rested, and rolled another half mile, until by dint of 
perseverance, he tumbled his way to court. Witness- 
ing his strange method of approach, a number of 
courtiers gazed upon him as a sort of prodigy, little 
deeming that it was the famous sir Bruin the bear. 

The king himself was the first who recognized 
him, and he said ; “ It is sir Bmin my servant ; what 
villains have wounded him thus ? Where can he 
have been, that he could contrive it — to bring 
his death as it were back with him ? let us hear what 
tidings he has got.” “ O, my dread sovereign 
lord the king,” cried out the bear, “ I have to com- 
plain grievously. Behold how I am massacred ; a 
massacre I humbly beseech you to revenge on that 
false, malignant Reynard, who hath mought me this 
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foul disgrace and slaughter, merely because I ha\e 
done jour rojal pleasure in comejmg him a sum- 
mons to court " His majesty then said, ‘ How durst 
he do this thing’ Now, by my cro^vn I swcir, I 
will take such rerenge, as shall make tlic traitor 
tremble, and remember the foul deed ” So forthwith 
the king summoned hts whole council, and consulted 
how, and in what waj to proceed most cfHcaciously 
•igainst the wilj fox At length, after much discus- 
sion, It was imanimously concluded, that he should 
be again summoned to appear and answer his Irins- 
grcssions in person The party now appointed to 
execute the summons was Tibcrt the cat, being 
equally recommended for his gravityand his wisdom { 
an appointment likcwi«o well pleasing to the king 


CHAP V 

now THE KINO SENT TIBERT TOC CAT TOR RtTNARD TUB 
rox 

Then the king called for sir Tibert the cat, and 
said* “ Sir Tibert, you shall go to Reynard and sum- 
mon him the second time, and command him to ap- 
pear and answer his oflencea , for though he be cruel 
to other beasts, to you he is courteous Assure him 
if he fail at the first summons, that I will take so sc- 
c 5 
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vere a course against him, and his posterity, that his 
example shall terrify all offenders.” Then said Tibert' 
the cat : “ My dread lord, they were my foes which 
thus advised you, for there is nothing I can do that 
can force him to come or to tarry. I do beseech 
your majesty send some one of greater power: I am 
small and feeble ; for if noble sir Bruin, who was so 
strong and mighty, could not compel him, what will 
my weakness avail ?” The king replied : “ It is your 
wisdom, sir Tibert, that -I employ, and not your 
strength ; many prevail with art, when violence re- 
turns home with labor lost.” “ Well,” said Tibert, 
“ since it is your pleasure, it must be accomplished, 
and heaven make my fortune better than my heart 
presages !” 

Tibert then made things in readiness and went to 
Malepardus.* In his journey he saw come flying 
towards him one of St. Martin’s birds, to whom the 

* By sending the cat to bring the fox, is exprest the care of 
ministers, -who when they have been deceived by the pride and 
ostentation of such as they did employ and thought discreet, 
they become more careful in selecting truly wise men, capable 
of circumventing the wisdom of their enemies by still superior 
skill. In. the cat’s unwillingness to go, is shewn how averse a 
wise man is to meddle in dangerous matters, especially when 
they have sense to see, that the party with whom they are about 
to deal is more than their match. Yet, when authority will 
employ them, it becomes their, duty to obey, and to effect what 
they are ahh.— Extract from Old Evg. Comm. 
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ERt cried aloud, “ Hail ' gentle bird I I beseech thee 
turn thy Kings, and fly on my right hand ” But the 
bird, alas, flew on the left side, at which sight the cat 
grew very heavy, for he was well sidled m augury, 
and knew the sign to be ominous Neiertlieless, as 
many do, he armed himself witli beHer hopes, and 
went to Jlalepardus, where he found the fox stand- 
ing before the castle gates, to whom Tibert said 
“ Health to my fair cousin Reynard; the king by nia 
summons you to the court, in which if you fail or 
delay, there is nothing that can prevent your sudden 
and cruel death ” The fox answered, “ Welcome 
dear cousin Tibert ; I obey your command, and wish 
the king my lord infinite days of happiness Only 
let me entreat you to rest with me to night, and 
accept such cheer as my simple house aflbids. To- 
morrow as early as you will, we will proceed towarils 
the court, for I have no kinsman whom I trust so 
nearly as yourself There came hither the other day 
that treacheious knight sir Brum, who looked upon 
me with that tyrannous cruelty, that I would not for 
the wealth of an empire hazard my person v/ith him , 
but with you, dear cousin, I will go, were a thousand 
diseases eating up my vitals " Tibert replied '■ You 
speak like a noble gentleman, and it will now perhaps 
be best to move forivaid, for the moon shines as 
bright as day ” “ Nay, dear cousin,” said the fox 
“let us take day before us, so that we may know our 
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CHAP VI. 

now TIBER! THE C^T WAS DTCEITSD BT REYNAUD THE POX. 

“ Surely,” said Reynard, “ you do but jest!” “ No 
by my life,” replied the cat. “ Well,, then, if you be 
in earnest, I wll so contrive this very night, that you 
shall have your fill.” “ Is it possible said the cat, 
“ Only follow me,” said Reynard, I will bring you 
to die place presently.” So away they went with all 
speed towards the priest’s bam, well fenced about 
with a mud wall, where, but the night before, the 
fox had hrohen in, and stolen an exceeding fat pullet 
from the jolly priest. Now the priest was so angry,, 
that he had set a trap before the hole to catch the 
thief at his next coming, which the fox well knew, 
and therefore he said to the cat: “ sir Tibeit, 
here is the hole, creep in ! It wDl not take you a 
minute before you find more mice than you are able 
to devour; hear you how they squeak? But come- 
back when jou are full and I will wait here for you, 
that we may then proceed together towards court.. 
Stay not long, for 1 know my wife is expecting us.” 
“ But think you 1 may safely enter in at this hole?’” 
inquired the cat; “ these priests are very wily and 
subtle, and often conceal their snares very close ;. 
making the rash fool sorely repent.” ** Why, cousin 
Tibert,” said Reynard, “are you turning coward 1 
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Whaf, man, fear you ashatlmv ?” Quite a.^ianud, 
the rat sprang: (piiokly in,un«I was cantrht fa-.l i)y the 
neck in the gin. lie tried to h.aj> hack, which only 
brought the snare closer, so that he wan half > lian- 
glecl, and struggled and cried out piteously. Ib ynard 
stood before the hole and heard all, at vdiich he 
greatly rejoiced, and cried in scorn, “ (h)u-.in Til/er!, 
love you mice? I hope they are fat for your s:ikc. 
Did the Priest or IMartinc-t know of your feasting, I 
know them so well, they would bring yon sauce to your 
meat very cpiickly. What, yon sing at your meat : is 
that the court fashion now? If so, I only wish, that 
Isegrim the wolf bore you company, that all my 
friends might feast together.” 

iVIcanwhile the poor cat was fast, and mewed so 
sadly, that Martinet leaped out of his bed and cried 
to his people, “ Up, up ! for the thief is taken that 
caught our hens.” At these words the priest un- 
luckily rose, awaking his whole household, and cry- 
ing, “The fox is taken! the fox is taken!” Not 
half dressed, he handed his wife the sacred taper, 
and •running first, he smote Tibert a blow with a 
huge staff, while many others followed his example. 
The cat received many deadly blows ; for the anger 
of Martinet was so great, .that he struck out one of 
the cat’s eyes, which he did to please the priest, in- 
tending to dash out the poor Tibert’s brains at a 
blow. Beholding death so near, sir Tibert made a 
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desperate effort, and jumping between the priest’s 
legs, fastened there m a style that caused him the 
most excruciating pain When dame JuUoch, his 
wife, saw this, she cried out, and swore in the bitter- 
ness of her heart, and withal cursed the gin, which 
she wished, along with its inventoi, at the de\il 
All this while Reynard stood before the hole, and 
seeing what passed, laughed so excessively that he 
was ready to burst , but the poor pnest fell down in 
a swoon, and every one left the cat, m order to 
revive the priest During this last scene, the fox set 
off back again to Malepardus, for he believed that it 
was now all over with sir Tibert Bui he, seeing bis 
foes so busy about the priest, began to gnaw his 
cord, until he bit it quite asunder He then leaped 
out of the hole, and went roaring and tumbling like 
his predecessor, the bear, back to the court Before he 
reached it, it was wide day, and the sun being risen, 
he entered the king’s court in a most pitiful plight 
For his body was beaten and bruised to a jelly, owing 
to the foxs craft, his bones were shivered and bro- 
ken, one of his eyes lost, and his skin rent and 
mangled This when the king beheld, he grew a 
thousand times more angry than before He sum- 
moned his council, and debated upon the surest 
means of revenging such injunes upon the head of 
the fox After long consultation Gnmbard the goat, 
Reywasd’s sou, sasd to the rest of the king's 
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council, “Good, my lords, though my uncle were 
twice as bad as he is represented, yet there is remedy 
enough against his mischiefs, and it is fit you do him 
the justice due to a man of his rank, by summoning 
him a third time, and then it will be time to pro- 
nounce him guilty of all that is laid to his charge.” 
“ But,” said his majesty, “ who will now be found 
so desperate as to hazard his hands, his ears, nay, 
his very life, with one so tyrannical and irreligious?” 
“ Tmly,” answered the goat, “ if it please your ma- 
jesty, I am that desperate person, who will venture 
to carry the message to my most subtle kinsman, if 
your highness but command me.” 


CHAP. VII. 


HOW cnl.MB.tnD THE GOAT WAS SENT TO BID THE EOX A 
TIIIIID TIME TO THE KINo’s COVET. * 

Then said the king, “ Go, Grimbard, for I com- 
mand you ; yet take good heed of Reynard, for he 
is subtle and malicious.” Grimbard thanked his 

* In the mission of the goat is shewn the policy of employing 
the -vicious man’s weapons against himself. ‘When he can he 
prevailed upon by no otlier means, it is most politic to send one 
of his own kindred, as cunning as himself, who by the display of 
affection and of argument, may -win him over j as affection is 
known to be a prevailing orator . — Extract from Old Eng. Comm.. 
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imjcsl) , and w) lalinj Ins Immldc Iea\c, lie vent 
to Malcpardus, where he found ncptnl, and Er- 
mclm, his wife, ftmu«mg llicm*clrr» with their chil 
dren H'mnj fir«t salutw! Ins aunt and uncle, he 
said, “ Take hcctl, fair uncle, le^t ) our aWnec from 
court cause more mmrhicf than the ofTcnce deserres 
Indeed, It IS hijli time to appear, for dcla) hnn„'s 
only greater ilangcr and |Minidimcnl The eomplamts 
against jou are infmite, and this is xoiir (Iitnl sum- 
mons Your «a«d<im may therefore Irll jou, that 
no hope of mere) can longer amain for jou and 
jours, witliiii three d3)s jour castle 'nil he be- 
leaguered and dcmoh'hcd, jour Vindrtd made slater, 
and jou joursclf rcscraed for a public example 
Do, mj dear uncle, then, I IwscecUjou, wal your 
better wisdom, and return with me fortJiwilh to the 
court. 1 doubt not but jour discretion will find 
words to excuse )ou, for 5011 haie surmountwl many 
wonderful penis, and brought your foes to shame, w hiUt 
the innocence of )our cause hath often borne jou 
spotless from the tribunal " Rcjuattl answered and 
said, “ Nepbew, you say true, 1 will lie cd>i«ed, 
and go with )0u , not to answer for ofn.nces, but be- 
cause I know that the court stands in need of m\ 
counsel Nor do I doubt the kings mere) if I can 
once gam liis car, though mine ofTtnccs were double 
and my sms as red as scarlet , for I know the court 
cannot stand vrilhout me, and Uiat his majesty shall 
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truly understand. Though I know I have many 
enemies, yet it troubles me not, for my innocence 
shall confound their inquiries, and they shall learn to 
their cost, that in high matters of state and policy 
Reynard cannot be dispensed with. They may haip 
upon injm’ies as long as they please, but the pith of 
the affair must rest upon my relation. Their envy 
made me leave the court ; for though their shallow 
wits cannot disgrace me, their multitudes may at last 
oppress me. Still, nephew, I will go with you to 
the court, and beard my enemies to their face, for I 
will not hazard the welfare of my wife and children 
by opposing the king, he is too powerful ; and though 
he do me great injury, I wull ever bear it patiently.” 
Having thus spoken, he turned to his wife, and said, 
“ Dame Ermelin, take'care of my children, especially 
Reynikin, my youngest boy, for he has much of my 
love, and I hope he will follow in my steps. Rosscl 
too promises well, and I love them both truly. There- 
fore have an eye upon them, and if I should escape, 
doubt not but my love shall requite you.” At these 
words Ermelin wept, and could not say farewell, and 
her children howled to see their mother’s sorrow ; 
for their lord and provider, was gone, and Malepar- 
dus left unvictualled. 



CHAP. VIII. 


HOW RETNARD WAS SHRIVED DY CSIUDARD THE COAT * 

When Reynard and Grimbird had proceeded some 
way on their journc), the former stopped and 
said, “ Fair nephew, blame me not if I say my heart 
13 very heavy, for mj life ts in great jeopardj'. Would 
that to blot out my manifold sms and cast off so 
great a buiden, I might here repent and be shrnen 
byjou I know jou arc holy; and haMiig received 
penance for my sin, my soul will be more quiet 
within me.” Gnmbard bid him proceed. “ Tlien,” 
said the fox, “ ConfUthar Uhi, paler” “ Naj,” m- 
terrupted the Brock, “ if you wiUshnve tome, do 
it m English, that I may understand jou ” “ Then,” 
resumed Reynard, " I have grievously offended 

• When evil men fall into dangers they nre nlwiys most reli- 
gious By npjng a shew of penitence, they try to move pity m 
all who cannot penetrate the folds of their knavery and deceit. 
Thus, however bad, they contnvo to keep a good name, and 
impose upon the good opinion of the public. By the absolution 
given to the fox, is seen how soon an honest simple man may be 
biftught to believe a knave’s penitence, and bow ready be is to 
forgive upon any signs of contiition The fox taking the goat 
round by the monastery, and seizisguppa the capon, shews that 
where vice has become habitual it will still coatinue to break 
out, in spite of all the Iiypocnsy employed to conceal it. A 
knave will be a knave notwitbstandmg alt persuasion and good 
counsel to the contrary — T,nrattfrim Old Eng, Cmm, 
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against all tlie beasts that live, and especially against 
mine uncle Bniin the bear, whom I lately almost 
massacred, and Tibert the cat, whom I no less 
cruelly ensnared in a gin. 1 have trespassed against 
Chanticleer and his children, and have devoured 
many of them. Nay, the king has not been safe 
from my malice ; for I have slandered him, and not 
respected the name of the queen. I have betrayed 
Isegrim the wolf, while 1 called him uncle, tliough 
no part of his blood ran in my veins. I made him a 
monk of Esinanc, whore I became also one of the 
order, only to do him open mischief. I made him 
bind his foot to the bell rope to teach him to ring ; 
but the peal had like to have cost him his life, the 
parishioners beat and wounded him so very sorely. 
After this I taught him to catch fish ; but he got 
soundly beaten for it, and bcarcth the stripes to this 
moment. I led him into a rich priest’s house to 
steal bacon, where he eat so much, that unable to 
get out where he came in, I raised all the town upon 
him ; and Avhile the priest ran from table, I seized 
upon a fat fowl, while the priest and his people were 
busy cudgelling the sides of Isegrim. At last the 
wolf fell down as if he had been dead, and they 
dragged his body over rocks and stones until they 
came to an old ditch, where they threw him in. 
There he lay groaning all night, and how he ever got 
thence I know not. Another time I led him to a 
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place, where I told him there were seven cocks and 
hens perched together all in excellent condition, 
and hard by stood a false door, upon which we 
climbed I said that if he could contrive to creep m, 
he should have the fowls Isegnm ivith much joy 
went laughing to the door, and pushing fonvard, he 
said, ‘Reynard, you deceive me, for here is no- 
thing ’ ‘ Then,* replied I, ‘ uncle, they must be 

farther in, and if jou wiU have them, jou must 
venture for them * At this the wolf going a little 
farther, I gave him a push forward, so that he fell 
down into the house with such an infernal noise and 
clatter, that all who were asleep in the house awoke, 
and cried out, ’ What dreadful noise was that ’ what 
has fallen from the trap door ’ So they rose, one 
and all, lighted a candle, and espying him, look 
such measures that they wounded him almost to 
death Thus I brought the wolf into many hazards 
of his life, more than I can well remember , but 1 
will repeat them to you hereafter, as they occur to 
me I have also most gnevously offended against 
dame Ersewmde, his wife, of which I much repent 
me, as it was highly to her discredit ” “ Uncle," 
said Gnmbard, “ you make your shnft imperfed , I 
hardly understand you *' “ Pardon me, sweet ne- 
phew , but you know I dislike casting aspersions on 
women ; it is simply that she liked me, and preferred 
my company to that of Is^m Thus I have told 
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Gnmbard cried out, “ Accursed wretch, what would 
)Ou do’ will you for a «ill} pullet again fall into all 
your sms’ ’ To which Reynartl answered, “ Pardon 
me, dear nephew, hut I had forgotten myself: I do 
entreat your forgiveness, and my eye shall not wan- 
der” They then went o\cr a little bridge, the fox 
still glancing his eye towards the pullets as if it were 
impo«'=ible for him to refrain : for the evil was bred 
in his bones, and it stuck fist to his flesh; his heart 
earned his eyes that way as long as he could sec 
them The goat, aware of this, again said, “ For 
shame, dissembler, why wander your eyes after the 
fowl’” The fox replied, “Nay, nephew, you do 
me >vTong, you mistake my looks; for I was merely 
saying a paternoster for the souls of all the pullets 
and gee«e whicly I haie slam before my piety inter- 
fered ” “ Well,” said Gnmbaid, “ it may be so; but 
your glances are very su«picious.“ Now by this 
time they had regained the high way, and pushed on 
more speedily to the court, which the fox no «ooner 
saw than his heart began to quake for fear He 
knew too well the crimes he liad to answer for , they 
were indeed infinite and heinous 
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CHAP. IX. 


HOW THE rox CAME TO TJIF. COUIIT ANO HOW HE FAlirD. 

As soon as the tidings spread, that Reynard the Fox 
and his kinsman Grimbard, were arrived at court, all 
ranks, from the highest to the lowest, prcparc<l ac- 
cusations against the fox. Ilis heart quaked within 
him, but his countenance was, as usual, calm and 
confident, and he bore himself as proudly as before. 
His nephew attended him through the streets, and 
he Avalkcd as gallantly into the court as if he had 
been the king’s son, and free from every imputation 
whatsoever. "When he came opposite the chair of 
state in which the king sat,hcstoppcd and said ; “ Hea- 
ven long give your majesty gloiy and renown, above 
all princes of the earth, I assure your majesty that 
no monarch had ever a more faithful sen'ant than I 
have been ; than I now am, and so in spite of my 
enemies will die. For, my dread liege lord, I know 
that many are plotting my destniction in tliis court, 
if they could prevail ■with your majesty; but you 
scorn the slanders of malice ; and though in these 
days flatterers succeed in princes’ courts, it is not so 
with you, nor will they reap any thing but shame 
for their reward.” But the king cut him short at 
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tljese words,* and cned, “ Peace, treacherous Rey- 
naitl’ I know your dissimulation, and can expound 
jout flallei), yet both ahtdl now (m\ you at yo\ir 
need niink you 1 will be taken nilh the mu*ic of 
smooth words ? No, it has but loo oHcn dcceired me 
The peace which I have proclatmcil and sworn to, 
that bare )OU broken !” And ns the king was proceed- 
ing;, Chanticleer cned out ** Oh, how I lia\ c lost the 
benefit of that noWc peace I” “Be still, Chanticleer,” 
cned Uic king, " let me proceed Tliou deni among 
the innocent, xnlh what face canst thou rij thou 
lo>cst me, and recit all Uic«e wretched creatures 
rcadj to disprove Uiy words , yea, whose wounds jet 
spit Wood) defiance at thee, ond for which thj 
dearest hfc shall soon answer” ♦* In nemme Polm,'' 
cned the fox, “whit, mj drcid lord, if Drum’s 
crovmbc Wood), what is that to mc^ If jour majesty 
emplojcd him in n message, which he neglected, to 
steal honey at the carpenter’s house, wlicrc lie got 
Ills wounds, am I to blame ? If revenge he sought 
why did he not take it himvilf , he is strong and puis- 
sant , It was not to be considciwl as my weakness 

* In tie lion is b«re expressed tbe tawfalaess of justice, and 
Low temble it is to every oflender, tn pamcular, lucU as Lave 
the coasciousncss of secret guilt witlua thenw Tie fox s bold 
deportment shows tie impudence of old nalefactors, who try to 

ciulagnitist olLers , bnt truth and justice cannot t>e hoodwinbcd 
& /fW» Old Engluh Cemm 
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As for Tiber! ll)c cat, whom T rrf’civcfl v/itlj ail 
friendsiup, if be wniiUl steal irOo tbr priest’s l)arn 
against iny advice, and tliere. In-.'* ids r yes, nay ids 
life, in •\vbalbavc 1 ofFonded? Was 1 TilK:rt’s keejjer? 
or tbc guarditin of tbe great bear? Ob, my rlread 
lord! yon may do yonr royal pleasnre ; notwitlistand- 
ing my perfect innocence, yoti may adjiiflge me to 
die ; for I am your poor vassal, and look only for 
your mercy. 'I know your strength and my own 
weakness ; my death would yield you smrdl satisfac- 
tion, yet whatever your good will and pleasure be, 
that to me shall prove most acceptable.” 

While he thus spoke, Ilcllin the ram stepped forth, 
along with his ewe-dam Oleway, and besniicrht the 
king to hoar their complaint ; and next Bndn the 
bear with all his lineage, followed by Tibert the cat, 
Iscgrim the wolf, Kayward the hare, Paulter the boar, 
and nearly all the other beasts of the court, who 
rose with one accord, crying for vengeance upon the 
fox, with such clamour that the king was induced 
to order the fox to be there secured and arrested. 


CHAP. X. 

now THE roxwAs Annrsrr.D avd adjudcep to deatu. 

^ Upon this arrest a cabinet council was summoned, 
and every voice was in favour of Reynard’s exccu- 
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liou, though he answered cry accusation aenafim, 
with a wonderful degree of art, to the admiration of 
all the court Witnesses however w ere examined, the 
proofs established, the fox was condemned andjudg- 
ment recorded He was to be hanged up by the 
neck till he was dead , at which sentence the fox cast 
down his head, all liis jollity was fled, and no flattery 
or smooth words any longer availed 

This being resolved, Gnmbard his nephew, and 
several others nearest him m blood, unable to endure 
the sight of his death, took leave of the king and 
left the court When the monarch saw so many gal- 
lant gentlemen depart, all sad and weeping, being 
near m blood and alliance to the pnsoner, he said to 
himself, “ It behoves me to take good counsel what 
I am about, for though Kejnard has faults, he has 
many friends and more virtues” As the king was 
thus pondering, Tiberl said to su Brum, “ Why are 
you 80 slow in the execution of your sentence, and jou 
sir Isegrim’ See you not there are many bushes 
and hedges , it is near evening, and if the prisoner 
escape, his subtlety is so great, that all the art m the 
world will never again entangle him If you mean 
to execute him, proceed quickly It will be night 
before the gallows can be made” At these words 
Iscgnm exclaimed, suddenly recollecting himself, 
“ There is a pair of gallows bard by,’ at the same 
time he fetched a deep sigh ’ ** What, are you afraid, 
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j'ir I<i'i;run ; or 'n tlir rtM-uU'.;? :• V/'-if roto*!! 

mid Til««rl, " n iii- lu^- cf l-.-ii v, ;f 

kinitmon van htn work. Had y<ai ■ p. t tn-' 
of justice, you v,'ou!d han,: kiin f t in- ‘-'o ' rai f’’ 
fiUiiid trifliut; thus.” i. >.!f a.;..;r}, ar,>a, ,-r d. 

*•■ Your ntmcr juit '. out th- > %*• of y.etf { • 't-r f; 
ihoie^li if \vc had a li.dti r tli.-.r v.'.-dd !•'. Kn r ■ k, v-«- 
votdd fnou di '^jiatch him." Ihyeafd, v 1. > h,''! I-ju;; 
reriKtined .‘^ih'ut, ‘.aid: ** V* ■. I h'. ^ ds y ou to 
Tuy {>ain ; s'tr 'file rt Ua; a «ii.'d “’ro;!,: t u tti 
vhit'h he liiiu’--!f v.a.', Ifau^a d at trc- ju*;' -t'*. It /uf 
vhcu he ont hctwrcn the !:o!y rnan’-'i atrl hit lura 
fo tlroaiifut!y. Ih dd' --, h>- c..ii c!iia.i> v,< '[ t I -t id::! 
mount tmd he my ( \.< ce.tiom t ; for it r.oudd h‘" a rh - 
credit lv)th to “ir IJnila a.nd ‘ir I ttiUi to 

treat their <iv,u m jdiiw.* 1 am '^ irrv I hvc to if, 
hut siiin- you arc re-'<>l\( d tri }>»• mv {dnv 

your jKirls and de!a.y not. (>o ii. forc, uni h- Jhtitu, 
and h*ad tlu* w.iy ; follow me mv '‘ou-itt, ae.d 

beware I eseaju- not.” *• You aav o\;d Itruin, 

“ it is the best coiiu'-et I evir heard von '.:i'’e.” 

• The virilrticr of t?ir 1— nr, t!.'- wah’, ne I tl.'' ta.t, j "r-iuir.t 
IteyiiarJ even id rnrcutcjii, eft il.'' mnlice t f j'-r-a"." 
a^ninsl tla-ir t-neniif*. ’Hn' fjx'* }• at! : te {-..e l a!*o 

ntiowH, tliat wlitu nun arc i;t fitr«':iiit) , th-v ire'!; rankc u--* tjf 
.!vl! tlu-ir virti!i'’(, (-'jiennlly inec'.nr'*, T.hi-h inait iniinento-f 
itself into intnV {jooil opinion, anti exciiei cnu'.pn'-s’ci ; xvhilf 
rudeness and violence o.nly incie.n'e the inj-cLit f.— Jlr-jo-n 0:d 
Eng. Comm. 
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So forth they went, and Isegnm and all his friends 
guarded Reynard, leading bun by the neck and other 
parts of his body, at which usage the fox felt quite 
dismajed Yet he said meekly, “ ^Vhy put 5 our- 
self to all this trouble, my best kinsman^ Believe me, 

I could well entreat jour forgiyeness, though you re- 
joice m my suffenngs Still I know, that did my 
aunt, jour wife, see what was passing, she would not 
see me thus cruelly tormented, were it only for old 
affections sake But do with me as jou will, I 
must endure the worst as for Brum and Tibert, I 
leave my revenge to justice, and to you tlic reward 
of traitors I know my worst, fortune and death 
can come but once I wish it were already past, for 
to me It IS no terror I saw my brave father die, 
and how quickly he vanished I The worst of death 
IS therefore familiar to me " Then,’ said sir Ise- 
gnra, “let us make haste, for his curse shall not 
light upon me by delaying so he on one side, and 
sir Brum on the other, they led the fox to the gal 
lows , Tibert skipping before them with the halter 
On reaching the pUice of execution, the king, the 
queen, and all the nobility took their place, to behold 
the fox die Reynard, though full of sorrow and 
dismay, was still busy thinking how he might es- 
cape, and again triumph over his proud enemies, by 
drawing the king over to his part) “ Though the 
king,’ he said to himsd^, “ be offended with me, as 
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ho lin<^ron."on onoti'^li, h‘':ivi n ktin-,.-', y( * I nuy r- 
hap'i live lo hocoino lii^ 1 k> ‘»m U\t n4.’‘ Whih- tlm ■ 
the wolf ^;u(l. “ N'ov.-, ^.Ir limit!, r> nv :iiU' r 
YOiir injiirits : rcvojij^'o yoiir-’tlf v.ell; fur th * tl.ty i*-. 
roino we have so lon^ l(y»ko<l for. f«o, 'I'li-* rt. tui'l 
mount the pnllows-lrec with the rojy. :m<l mat;** n 
runiiine: noo«o, for you shall have your will r»f jour 
enemy. Take heed, pK)d sir llniiti. that h'* rlufir'* 
us not, and I v.ill now pl.iee tin- lad'h r ; wh'-n 
every thing; will he complete." This ly im^ doae th-- 
fox spoke : “ Kow well may nty heart Im- heavy, for 
death stands in all his naked horrors Iv fon- rny ey. t, 
and I cannot escape. Oh, my dread lord tlie kin::, 
and yon, my sovereign lady the rpieen, and all jon. 
mv lords and gentlemen, here ass/ mlth tl to seo 
die. 1 beseech yon grant me this one charitable boim. 
Let me unbnrthen my heart Iteforc yoti, and clean>>: 
my .sonl of its manifold sins, so that hereafter tm man 
may he unjustly accusetl or cxenited for my seen l 
misdeeds. This done, death will come more tasv to 
me, and the assistance of yotir prayers evill lift mv 
sold, I doubt not, to the skies." 
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CH\P XL 

'HO^T HSYNATiS MAt>£ BIS CO*(FS5&tOS BETOBE TBS EISO 

Ati, now took compassion on the fox, and beseeched 
the king to grant his request, which was done 
And then the fox spake '* Help me heaven * for I 
see no man here whom 1 haie not offended Yet 
this was not from evil inclination , for m my jouth I 
^vas accounted as virtuous as any breathing , 1 play- 
ed with the lambs all day long, and took delight in 
their pretty bleating But once m my play I bit one, 
and the taste of its blood ^vas so sweet, that e%er 
since I could not forbear This evil humour drew 
me into the woods among the goats , wliere, hearing 
the bleating of the young kids, 1 sleTr one, and after 
two more, which made me so hardy, that I began to 
murder geese and pullets Tlius my crime growing 
by habit, the fancy so possessed me, that all ivas fish 
that was caught m my net In the winter season I 
met ivith Isegnm, as he lay under a hollow tree, and 
he unfolded unto me how he was my uncle, and laid 
the pedigree down so plain, that from that day forth 
we became companions A fnendship, I have rea- 
son to curse , for then, indeed, began the history of 
our thefts and slaughters He stole the great pnzes 
and 1 the small , he murdered nobles and I the 
meanest subjects , and in all these actions his share 
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was ever tlic pratcil. Wlu n Is*’ ri r sll. a 

nun, or u wetluT, his vorurily v/taiM h irdly ‘.'.iiijrd 
me the hones to jiiek. Wh* n he tnu'lcrcd aai ot f.r 
n cow, he first served hini--< lf, ifn %*ii' , ond all hi . 
family, nothin^ remainir!::, I ■'• iv, for iii'- hot th- h.it>- 
hones, i state not this as liavinx h t n in o.uit, it 
heing; well knosvn that I have more plate, je\v, !<, a.tid 
coin, than twcnlv carts would carrv ; hut ntdv to ph- v; 
hi.s vile ineratiliidf.” When the kirn: heard him 
speak of this infinite wealth, his h'-art irrew inflain* (1 
with avarice *, and, intermpUne; the. pri>-oner, he sairl : 
“ Reynard, where is that trea.-.ttce you speak rtf'?" 
The fox answered ; “ My lord, I will ckully inform 
you; thon;:h it he tnie the wealth v,a.s stolen, and 
had it not been so stolen it would have cost your 
majesty his life, which heaven Ion,: preserve.’' The 
queen here started, and said in p-eat dismay, “ hVhat 
arc these dangers you sfieak of, Reynard ? 1 rlo com- 
mand yo to unfold these douhtful sja eclu s, and to 
Icccp nothing concealed that affects the life of my 
dread lord ; go on.” 

The fox, Avith a sorrowful cotnuenance, rcjdictL 
“ Oh, my dread sovereign lady, I would that 1 might 
noAV die, did not your commands and the health i)f 
my own soul so prevail with me, that I must dis- 
charge my conscience, and yet speak nothing hut 
what I will make good at the hazard of damnation. 
True it is, that the king was to have been cruelly 
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despatched by his own people yea I must confess by 
some of my nearest kindred, whom I would not ac 
cuse, did not the health of my soul, and my fealty to 
the king command me to do so * The king, much 
perplexed at this discoveiy, said, “ Can it be true, 
Reynard, what you say ^ The fox answered, “ Alas, 
my dread lord, you see the case m which I stand, 
how small a sand is left m my poor glass to run I 
will dissemble not, what dissembling can avail me, 
if my soul perish ’ and saying this he trembled and 
looked so pitifully, that the queen took pity upon him 
She humbly besought the king for the safety of his 
royal person to take coropaseion on the fox, and to 
command all his subjects to hold their peace, till he 
had revealed all he knew This was done, and the 
fox proceeded as follows ** Since it is the pleasure 
of my dread lord the king, and that his royal life 
lies in the balance with my present breath, I will 
freely unfold this foul and capital treason, sparing no 
guilty person for anyrespect whatsoever, however high 
m greatness, blood, orauthonty Know then my dread 
lord, that my father, by acciden* turning up the earth, 
found king Ermetick s treasure , an infinite and m 
calculable mass of riches, with which he became so 
vain and haughty, that he looked down upon all the 
beasts of the forest with contempt, even upon his kins- 
men and companions At length he caused Tibert the 
cat to go into the forest of Aiden to Brum the bear, and 
t>5 



to rciulcr him hi*? homaE:c ami fraltv ; savin::, that if 
it ■would please him to bo kin'z. he mint come into 
•Flanders, where my fathi-r received him nobly. Next 
he sent for his wife, Grimhai'd my neph''w, and for 
Isegrim the wolf, with TilM'rt the cat. 'rhes^' fivi> 
coming hetween Gaunt and tlic village called Fife, 
they held solemn council for the space of one night, 
in ■which, instigated by the devil, and confident in my 
father’s riches, it was concluded, that your majesty 
should he murdered. Thev look a solemn oath to 
this eficct in the following way: sir Bruin, my 
father, Grimhard, and Tihert, laid their hands on Isc- 
grim’s crown, and swore to make Bruin their king ; 
to place him in the chair of slate at .Aeon, and set 
the imperial diadem on his head. That should :my 
oppose the scheme, my father was to hire ass:is«in.s 
that should utterly chase and root them out of the 
forests. After this it happened, that my nephew 
Grimhard l)cing one day heated with ivine, made a 
discovery of this damnable plot to Dame Slojiard his 
wife, commanding her also to kept it secret. But 
•she too, as women will, only kept it until she met 
Avith me, charging me to reveal it to no one ! She 
moreover gave me such proofs of its truth, as to 
cause the A'erj’ liairs of my head to start upright, 
while my heart sunk cold and heuA-y Avithin me, like 
, a piece of lead. Indeed it led me to call to mind the 
story of the frogs, Avho complained to Jupiter that 
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ihey liad no king- to govern them, and he presently 
sent them a ^tork, which eat and devoured them up , 
and by whose tyranny they became the most miser- 
able of all creatures Then th^ cned unto Jupiter 
for redress, but it was too late, for those that will 
not be content ivith their freedom, must consequently 
be sulgected to thraldom * Even so I feared it 
might happen to us , and I gnevcd for the fate of 
70ur majesty, though you respect not my sorrows 
The ambition of the bear is such that should the go- 
vernment come into his hands, the commonwealth 
would fall a sacnfice to his tyrannj Besides, I know 
your majesty is of that royal and lofty lineage, so 
mighty, gracious, and merciful withal, that it would 
have been a damnable exchange, to have seen a 
ravenous bear sit in the throne of the royal lion , for 
in su: Brum and his whole generation there is more 

* The fox’s confession displajs a three fold subtle^ Cist 
his pittfol narratiTfl awakens the qaeen a compassion , secondly 
by accnsmghis nearest Enends and relatives, he obtained credit 
for what he advanced , thirdly, by implicating the monarch’s 
life la the conspiracyi he alanned the fears of the queen and 
brought his enemies into disgrace The whole contrivance 
shews that he who would obtain credit for his story must first 
appeal to pity, and having obtained belief, begm to perpetrate 
his mischief which a wise man like the lion, will not give ear 
to Sut the qneen s persnasions and his own avance blinded 
hia better judgment, and. he the eaiw wbieb the fox 

laid for him, — Etir frctn eli Ei^ Cwnm. 
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prodigal looseness and inconstancy than in any beast 
whatsoever. I therefore began to meditate how I 
might foil my' father’s false and treacherous designs, 
who sought to elevate a traitor and a slave to tlie 
height of your imperial throne. I was aware that 
as long as he held the treasure, your majesty was in 
danger, and I grew exceedingly troubled and per- 
plexed. So I resolved, if possible, to find where the 
treasure was concealed; and I watched him night 
and day, in the woods, in the hedges, and in the 
open fields. To whatever spot my father turned his 
eyes, there was I, sure of detecting him one time or 
other in the fact. 

“ One day, as I was lying flat down upon the 
ground, I spied him coming out of a hole, Avitli a 
very thievish look ; he gazed round about him to see if 
he was obseiwed, and thinking the ■ coast clear, he 
stopped up the hole with sand so even and 
smoot^lly that the most curious eye could discern no 
difference between it and the other earth. Then, 
where the print of his foot remained, he stroked it 
over with his tail, and smoothed it with his mouth so 
tliat no person could perceive it. Indeed, that and 
many other subtleties I learned from him at that 
time. When he had thus finished, he went away 
towards the village about his private affairs, while I 
proceeded towards the hole, and in spite of all his 
cunning I quickly found the entrance. Then I en- 
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tered the cavern, where ;I found an innumerable 
quantity of treasure; and 'taking Ermelin, my wife, 
along with me, we both laboured day and night in 
conveying it to another place; where we deposited it 
safe from every human eye. During the 'time we 
.were thus'cmployed, my fathcr’was in deep consul- 
tation with the rest of the traitors to compass liis 
majesty’s death. ‘ It was concluded that Isegrim 'the 
wolf should traverse all the kingdom, and promise to 
all'thc beasts that would take rvngcs,' and acknow- 
ledge Bruin for ‘their sovereign and defend his title, 
■a full year’s pay beforehand. In tins 'journey 'my 
father accompanied him, bearing letters patent signed 
to that purport, 'little suspecting that he Nvas de- 
prived of all the wealth with which to ’promote his 
'scheme.* -When this negocialion was concluded be- 
tween 'Elge. and Soam, and a 'vast body 'of shldlers 
raised for action against the next spring, they re- 
•turhed to Bruin 'and his parly,* to whom they de- 
clared the many perils' they had escaped in the duke- 
.dom of Saxony, 'where 'they^were pursued by hounds 
and huntsmen.^ They next shewed Bruin the inuster- 
'rolls, which pleased •■him exceedingly; ‘for here he 
-found about twelve hundred of Isegrim’s lineage, all 
sworn for action, besides the bear’s kindred, the cats 
and thedassens, all which would be in ‘readiness at 
an hour’s notice. All this I discovered' from good 
authority; and the plot becoming ripe for execu- 
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tion, my father went to the cave for his treasure. 
What was his infinite agony and trouble ' to find the 
place open and ransacked ! He became -desperate, 
and soon aftenvards went to the next tree, and 
hanged himself. 

“ Thus, by my skill. Bruin’s treason was defeated, 
and for this I now suffer, while those two false trai- 
tors, Bruin and Isegrim, sit in the king’s privy coun- 
cil, with great authority, procure my disgrace, ' and 
trample me under foot. I have lost my father 
in your majesty’s cause, and what stronger proof 
can be tendered of my loyalty? I have lost my life 
in defending yours.” 

Tlie king and queen indulging a hope of possess- 
ing these inestimable treasures, ordered Reynard 
down from the gibbet, and entreated him farther to 
unfold its place of concealment. “What,” replied the 
fox, “ shall I make my worst enemies my heirs? 
Shall these traitors, who take away my life, and at- 
tempt your majesty’s, become possessed of the for- 
tune I enjoy?” “ Then,” said the queen, “ fear not, 
Reynard, the king shall save your life, and ‘you 
shall henceforth swear faith and true allegiance to 
his majesty.” The fox answered, “ Sovereign lady, 
if the king, out of his royal nature, will give credit 
to my truth, • and' forgive ‘ my offences, there ' was 
never king so rich' as he will be.” Then 'the' king 
interrupting the queen, said, “ Fair consort, will you 
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believe the fox Know that it is his chief excellence 
to he, to steal, and to impose upon others ” But 
the queen said, ** Yet noiv, my dear lord, you may 
freely believe him, for, however full of deceit he 
may have been m his prospenty, you see he is now 
changed ^Vhy, he accuses his own father, and 
Gnmbard, his dearest nephew and kinsman’ Were 
he dissembling, he might have laid his imputation 
upon other beasts, and not on those he loves best” 
“ Well, madam,” replied the king, “ you shall, for 
this time, rule me, I will give free pardon to the fox, 
yet under this condition, that if be bo ever found 
tripping again, though m the smallest offence, both 
he and his shall be utterly rooted out of my domi- 
nions ” The fox looked sadly when the king spake 
thus ; withal he rejoiced within himself, end he said, 
“ Most dread lord, it were a huge shame in me, 
should I dare to speak any untruths m this august 
presence ” Then the king taking a straw from the 
ground, pardoned the fox for all the transgressions 
which either he or his father before him had com- 
mitted No wonder the fox now began to smDe, 
for life was most sweet to him, and he fell down 
before the king and queen, humbly thanking them 
for all their mercies, and protesting that he would 
make them the nche«t princes m the world At 
these words the fox took up a straw, and proffering 
It Ibe Vmg, sai4 to htm, '‘hiy \orfi, 1 beseech 
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your majesty to receive this pledge of entire surren- 
der unto your majesty of the great king Hnnotick’s 
treasure, with which 1 freely present you out of my 
free will and pleasure.” The king received the straw, 
and smiling, gave the fox great thanks : at which the 
latter chuckled heartily to think of the grossness of 
the .imposture. From that day forward no one’s 
council so much prevailed with the king as that of 
the fox; and confiding in this he said, “ My gra- 
cious lord, you must understand that on the west 
side of Flanders there stands a wood called Hustcr- 
loc, near which nins a river named Crekenpit: tliis 
is a Arilderness so vast and impassable, that hardly 
throughout the year there crosses a man or woman 
over the place. In it I have hid this treasure, and 
thither I should wish your majesty and the queen to 
go ; 'for I know of none besides your highnesses 
whom I dare trust in so great a design. When your 
majesty reaches it, you will .see two birchen trees 
growing by the pit, and there you shall find the trea- 
sure, consisting of coin, precious jewels, and tlie 
crown which king Ermctick wore. With this crown 
Bruin the bear was to have been crowned, if his 
treason bad succeeded according to expectation; 
there too you will find many costly stones, of which, 
when you are possessed, then remember the love of 
your poor servant, Reynard.” The king answered, 
“ Sir Reynard, you must yourself help to dig up this 
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treasure, for else I see I shall never find it. I have 
heard of such places as Paris, 'Loudon, Aeon, and 
Cullen, but Crekenpit I never heard of ; therefore I 
fear you dissemble.” The fox blushed at these 
words ; yet with a bold countenance he said, “ Is 
your majesty still so doubtful of toy faith ? nay, then, 
I will approve my words by public testimony j” and 
with that he called forth Kayward the hare, com- 
manding him to come before the king and queen, to 
answer truly to such quesrions as he should ask him. 
The hare answered, " I will answer truly in all 
things, though I die for the same.” Then Keynard 
said, “ Know you not where Crekenpit stands V' 
“ Yes,” replied Kayward, I have kno^vn it these 
doten years; it stands in a wood called Husterloe 
to be sure, amidst a vast and wild wilderness, where 
I have endured much torment both of hunger and 
cold. Besides, it was thefe where father Simony, 
the friar, made false coin for the benefit of himself 
and his brethren; yet that was before I and Ring 
the hound became companions.’' ** Well,” said the 
fox, “ you have spoken sufficiently ; go to your 
place again so away went the hare. Then said 
the fox, ** My sovereign lord the king, what is your 
opinion? am I worthy of your confidence or no?” 
The king said, Yes, Reynarf, and pray excuse my 
suspicion; ft was my ignorance which did thee 
mong. Therefore make speedy preparation to ac- 
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company us to the pit where this treasure lies.” The 
fox answered, “Alas ! my lord, do you imagine that 
I would hot fain go with you, if I could venture 
without your dishonour, which I cannot do. For 
yoii must understand, though it he to niy disgrace, 
that when Isegrim the wolf, in the devil’s name, 
would needs grow religious, and play the monk, the 
portion of meat which was for six monks was too 
little for him alone. He complained so piteously, 
that, being my kinsman, I compassionated his case, 
and advised him to lun UAvay, Avhich he did. For 
this reason I at present stand accursed and excom- 
municated under the pope’s sentence, and am deter- 
mined to-morrow at sunrise to journey towards 
Rome, and from Rome I intend to cross the seas for 
Holyland, and will never return again into my native 
country till I have done so much good, and so far 
expiated my sins, that I may attend on your ma- 
'jesty’s person with honor and reputation.” The king 
hearing this pious design, said, “ Since you stand 
accursed by the censures of the church, I must not 
. have you about me ; and therefore I will take Kay- 
ward the hare and some others Avith me to Creken- 
pit; only I command you, Reynard, as you value 
our favour, to clear yourself of his holiness’s curse.” 
“ That is the reason, my lord, of my going to Rome ; 
neither will I rest, night or day, till I hnve obtained 
absolution.” “ The course you take is good,” said 
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the kmj, “ go on and prosper in your fair intent, 
and return home better than }OU went ” 


CHAP \H 

now siTKinDTitc rox WAS nnvoofisD Asorc ail etASTt 
sr THE xito * EXrKfts coauAHoi 
As soon as the conference was ended, the rojal 
kinjmountcd upon his high throne, raised in the form 
of a scaffold, made of fair square stone, and com- 
manded thence a general silence among all his sub- 
jects £^c^} one was to take his place according to 
his birth or dignity m office , except the fox, who 
sat between the king and the queen Tlic king then 
spoke ** Heir all )ou noblemen, knights, gentle- 
men, ind others of mfenor qualitj ! Sir Uepard 
one of the supreme officers of my household, who«e 
misdeeds hid brought him to his fvnil account, 
standing between those two quarrelsome mistresses, 
law and juAicc, hath this day recovered our best 
grace and favor He hath done that noble and 
worthy service to the state, that both myself and 
my queen are bound to him for ever Henceforth I 
do command all of you, upon pain and hazard of 
your dearest lives, that you henceforward fad not, 
from this day, to show all reverence and honor, not 
only to Reynard himself, but to Ins whole family, 
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uhcri'ViT vou intiy » 5*y ni^5i? ft 'V ti'* ' ' 
with them. Nfir h;l uriy ffti*' -ift' r t'-- .'ui’!,'- 

cimi'; as to tMuhle my«.trs ’,'.ith rojiiple.itit *. a.rui.'i'l 
him. for he will no tnore. h^ irfisliy of cic):n,: 
To-morrow very larly he sfls <>!it on a i,>- tf> 

Rome, where he means to piueh'.r-»- u to - p n»i }n 
ami iti(hili:ence from the {y)pe, ami ait<’fv,.>,ftl' to 
proceed to the holy lantl.’* Now v.hcn Ti-"l!- u l;-, • 
mven heartl this spei eh, he fh-v." t<> sir llrnin, !■» . 
grim, atid 'I’ihert, uml said; “ Wri teled ereottir. f, 
how are your fortunes eham^ifl; how ean y>n et>.- 
diirc to hear these tidings ? Why Ilf ynartl is now a. 
rotirticr, a cdinncellor, nay prime mirii-fer and f.tuj- 
ritc : his ofl'enct s are for^dven: and you are all h"- 
trayed ami sold unto leimlage.” Ise^rim am wered ; 
“ Nay, it is imjKjssjide, Tisellen, no: can sueh an 
abuse he suirerod." “ I tell vmi it eun! Do not d*'- 
ccivc yoursedves, it is ;is true as that I now sp-ak it.” 
Then went the wolf ami the hear tf) the king, bttt 
the cat refused,” timl was sj> sore afrai'l at what sh<‘ 

• It tliusnpp ;ir?, ili.nt when policy atnl y.!i iocs t.-i are. ph over 
tlioir cncmifs, tle-y net rrry't until th-y tonyir.',-.' o's of the yreat- 
nc5S of their nnihition, cxteniintiiv.; ti f-ir rrin.fs. s-'nl teepin" 
their foes in awe hy n shi‘\v of r;race ntul hteor. By th<- raven's 
comphiint is shewn tin* jtnloiisy anil fear of tlw weater fort ; 
how tticy fly in lime of trouble to the hemU of factions: anil ty 
the wolf and the bear's'arrc.nt we learn, that when mm complain 
of their wrongs imsca.ioimlily, they only aggravate instead of 
wending the mischief.— 1>. O’d /.ng. Ci-.-nn. 
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heard, that to ha^c purchased the fox’s fa^oronce 
more, she would ha\e foi^ren not only the injuries 
she had recel^ed, but haic run a second hazard 
But Isegnm, with much confidence and pride, ap» 
peared before the king and queen, and with tlie most 
bitter words imcighed against the fox; and m so 
passionate and impudent a manner withal, tliat the 
king was roused to anger ; and ordered both the 
wolf and the bear to be arrested for high treason 
This was forthwith done with c%ct^ mnrk of violence 
and indignity, the prisoners were bound hand and 
foot, that Ute could not stir a limb, nor a step, from 
the place ulicre they were couclicd, Tor tlicfox 
having thus entangled them, he so far prcmiled noth 
the queen, os to obtain as mucli of the bear’s skm as 
would make him a large senp for his journey This 
being put m force, he ivanted nothing but a strong 
pair of shoes to defend Ins feet from the stones nlulc 
he travelled Again, therefore, Jic said to the queen ; 
“ Madam, 1 am your poor pilgrim; and if it would 
please your majesty but to take it into jour consi- 
deration, you will perceive that ait Isegnm wear* a 
paw of excellent long lasting ones, which would jou 
vouchsafe to bestow upon me, I would pray for your 
majesty’s soul during my travels upon my clnritable 
mission Also mine aunt, dame Ersewmd, hath 
other two shoes, which would your majesty bestow 
upon me, you would be doing her little injury, as she 
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scUlom vfiUtircs aliro;ifU’’ Th*' tju- <1, '* V* s, 
Kcvnnrd, I lif'litvc voii uiU waitl ru' h ■'ho ’, fur '.our 
joiifiH'Y ; il i-** fdl of lalK'ur and rltiru'iilty, I)-!*.!! r*;- 
ppcclins^ the ^lony filln and ih*- "rnvjlly lu^uv/a) ■!. 
Tlicrt'foro, bo siiro, von ^ball Ikivu, thuu^'h ii tnu'di 
their life never Ko nearly, a p tir rif fho •>. fn>:n i .\rh 
of them, the better ti> :.{ved and a.cfortjpli-.h so-ic 
journey. ’’ f'O I'^e^riin wa-; taken, and hi*. risO' 
pidlcd ofi' in the moU <Tuel »nat)n* r. After le In^ 
thus tormented, dame l*r~e«}nd, In'* uif-, v/at tn.- it- 
cd in the Pame manner a-t her luisiemd : ttrid bad the 
cat been there, he wotdd dottblh have experj. need 
the same fate, in addition to the erie l moeker) of 
the fox. Tlie next inorninii: early Ileynaril can id 
his .diocs to 1)0 Well oilerl, so as to makf> them lU 
well, and then he went In ibre the kiinr an'l «jmen, 
and said, " I\Iy dre.id lord ami lady, your (xytr sub- 
jeet bows himself down before yon, humbly be'-, ech- 
ing your majesties to jH-rmit me to take my ‘■. rip 
and stafi' according to the custom «)f pilgrims."* Th- 
king then .sent for Beilin the ram, and commande<) 
him to say solemn ma<s before the fox, and to de- 
liver him his stair and mail; but Beilin refund, 
saying, “ I\Iy lord, I dare not, for be is under the 
pope’s curse.” But the kim; said, “ What of that ? 

• In Uic cruel trcattiunl of tl*e and bear 5'' 'bewii tl.e 
malice of a wckod and iriumidiant r nfuiy, v. h*' pur’urr In* a 1- 
vantage to utter ruin and dciitructnn.— 0.’ E ix- C.- 1 "*- 
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have not our doctors told us that jf a man commit 
all the sms m the ^vorld, yet if he repent, be shriven, 
do penance, and vvalk as the pnests shall instruct 
him, that all is clearly fo^ien Iiim ^ and hath not 
Reynard done all this ^ ’ Belhn answered, “Sire, I 
am loth to meddle with such points, yet if your 
majesty will protect me against the bishop of Preu- 
delor and against the archdeacon of Loofnind, I 
will execute yonr commdndmcnt ” At this the king 
grew ivrath, and said, “ Sir, I scorn to be beholden 
to you ” And alien Bellm saw Ins majesty so of- 
fended, he shook uith fear, and ran quickly to the 
altar, and sung mass, using many ceremonies over 
the fox, uho had little respect for them beyond Ins 
wish to enjoy the honour When Dclbn the ram had 
finished, he hung his mail round Reynard's neck, 
made of the bear's skm, and presented Inm uith the 
staff Thus equipped, sir Reynard looked sadly to- 
wards the king, as if he had been loth to go , he 
feigned to weep, though all his sorrow was that the 
whole court were not m as bad a predicament as the 
wolf and the bear He took leave, with requesting 
that each and every one would pray for Ins soul, as 
he would for theirs , for m fact ho was so sensible o^ 
his own knavery that he was eager to be gone The 
king said, “ In truth, sir Reynard, I am sorry we 
must part thus suddenly ' But the fox replied, 
“ There is no remedy, my lord , we ought not to be 



72 


REYNARD THE FOX. 


slow in fulfilling holy vows.” Then the king com- 
manded all the lords present, except the bear and the 
wolf, to attend Reynard some part of his journey. 
Though he cut a very gallant figure, he was inwardly 
smiling at his own villainy, while he afiected the 
utmost demureness. For his. enemies Avere nOAV be- 
come his .attendants,'* and the king, whom he had 
most grossly deceived with Avicked lies, noAV- also ac- 
companied him like his familiar friend. 

After proceeding some Avay, the fox said, “ I be- 
seech your majesty, trouble yourself no farther; 
consult your ease and the safety of your royal per- 
son ; for you have arrested tAvo capital traitors, Avho 
should they recovet their liberty, the danger Avould 
be great.” This said, he stood upon his hinder feet^ 
and entreated the lordly beasts Avho Avere in his 
company once more to pray for him ; after Avhich he 
took leave of the king Avith an exceeding sad and 
heavy countenance. Then turning toAvai’ds KayAvard 
the haj'e, and Beilin the ram, Avith a smiling counte- 
nance, he said, “ My best friends, Ave must part thus 
soon? Surely you Avill not leave me yet. With you 

* By the fox’s hypocrisy is seen the dissimulation of worldly 
men, who assume the'cloke of religion while perpetrating the 
worst deeds. His grand escort shews the flattery and baseness 
of people laying their services at the feet of a new] favourite 
whom they had before opposed an despised . — from ,Old 
Eng, Comm, , 
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I was never offended, your conversation is agree- 
able to me , for you are mild, loving, and courteous, 
religious withal, and full of wise counsel, just as T 
myself was when I led the life of a recluse If you 
have a few green leaves and herbs, you are as well 
contented as with all the bread and fish m the world, 
for you are temperate and modest” Thus with a 
profusion of the same flattering words he enticed 
these two to accompany him 


CHAP xm 

I103T EAYIVARD TU6 «Vn» WAS StAlH SV TUB FOX, WHO 
<e>T niM BT f KB BAU AS A VRESSHT 10 THE XIKO 

The three friends journeyed on together until 
they came to the gates of Reynard’s own house. 
Then he said to the ram, “ Pray, cousin, keep watch 
lieie without, while I and Kayward go in I wish 
him to witness my pleasuie at meeting my family ’ 
Bellm «aid he would , and the fox and the hare went 
into Malepardus, where they found lady Erraelm 
sorrowing exceedingly for the absence of her hus- 
band But when she saw him, her joy knew no 
bounds , and she expressed her astonishment on be- 
holding his mail, his staff, and his shoes “ Dearest 
husband,” she cried, “how have you fared Rey- 
nard then related his adventures at court, adding 
VOL I E 
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that he was going' a pilgrimage, having left Bruin 
and Isegrim in pledge for him till his return. As 
for Kayward, he added, turning towards him,' the 
king had bestowed him upon him to do with as he 
pleased, as Kayward had been the first to complain 
of him, for which he vowed deadly revenge. Hear- 
ing these words, Kayward was quite appalled, and 
tried to -fly ; but the fox had placed himself between 
him and the door, and soon seized him by the neck. 
Kayward cried to Beilin for help, but the fox had 
cut his throat with his sharp teeth before he could be 
heard. This done, the traitor and his family began 
to feast upon him merrily, and drank his blood to 
the king’s health. Ermelin then said, “ I fear, Rey- 
nard, you mock me ; as you love me, tell me how 
you sped at the king’s court.” When he told her 
the pleasant story, how he had imposed upon the 
king and queen mth a false promise of treasures 
that did not exist. “ But when the king finds out 
the truth, he will take every means of- destroying us ; 
therefore, dear wife,” said he, “ there is no remedy » 
we must steal from hence into some other forest, 
where we rnay live in safety, and find more delicate 
fare, clear springs, fresh rivers, cool shades, and 
Avholesome air. Here there is no abiding ; and now 
I have "got my thumb out of the king’s mouth, I will 
no more come within reach of his talons.” “ Yet here,’' 
said his wife, “ we have all we desire, and you are 
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lord over all jou survey; and it is dangerous to 
exchange a certain good, for better hopes. Should 
the king here besiege us ever so closely, ive have a 
thousand passages and side holes, so that die can 
neither catch, nor depnve us of our liberty* Why 
then, fly beyond seas ; but you have sworn it, and that 
vexes me.” “ Nay, madam,” cried Reynard, “ grie\e 
not at that : the more forsworn, the less forlorn, you 
know ; therefore I wiU be forsworn, and remain m 
spite of his majesty, where I am. Against his power 
I will array my policy. I will guard myself well, 
insomuch, that being compelled to open my stock, 
let him not blame me, if he hurt himself with his 
own fury.” 

Meanwhile Bellm stood waiting at the gate, ex- 
ceedingly wroth and impatient; and swearing both 
at the fox and the hare, he called loudly for sir 
Reynaid to come So at last he went and said 
softly : “ Good Bellra, be not ofTended 1 Kayward is 
conversing with his aunt ; and he bids me say, that 
if you will walk forward, he will overtake you ; for 
he IS light of foot, and speedier than you.” “ True ' 
but I thought,” said Beilin, ** that I heard Kayward 
cry for help.” “ What I cry for help, forsooth'? do you 
imagine he can meet with any injury m my house 
No.” “ But I will tell you how you were deceived. 
Happening to infonn my wife of my intended pil- 
grimage, she swooned away, and Kayward, in great 
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alarm, cried out; ‘ Beilin, come help my aunt; she 
dies ! she dies !”’ “ Then I mistook the ,cry,” said Beilin 
“ You did,” said Beynard ; “ and now let us talk' of 
business, good Beilin. You may recollect that the 
king and council intreated me to -write before I set 
out for the pilgrimage, upon some matters important 
to the state.” “ In what ^lall I carry these papers 
most safely,” .enquired Beilin. “ That is already pro- 
vided for you,” replied Reynard ; “for you shall have 
my scrip which you may hang round your neck ; 
and take care of it, they are matters of great im- 
portance.” Then Reynard returned into the house, 
and taking Kayward's head, he thrust it into the 
scrip, and enjoined the ram not to look into it, as he 
valued the king’s favour, until he reached the court ; 
adding, that he might rest assured that his presenta- 
tion of the letters to the king, would pave the way 
to his gieat preferment. 

Beilin thanked the fox, and being informed that 
he had other affairs to impart to Kayward, set out 
on his journey alone. When he arrived at court, he 
found the king in his palace, seated amidst his no- 
bility. The king wondered Avhen he saAV Beilin come 
in with the scrip made of Bruin’s skin, and he said : 
“Hoav now Beilin! where is sir Reynard, that you 
have got his scrip with you V’ “ My dread lord,” said 
Beilin, “ I bave escorted the noble fox to his castle, 
Avhen after short repose, he desired me to bear 
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certain letters to ^ourmajMty, of vast importance, 
which he enclosed in his own scrip * The king com 
manded the letters to be delivered to his secretary, 
Bocart, an excellent linguist, who understood all 
languages, that he might read them publicly So 
he and sir Tibert the cat took the scnp from Bellm s 
neck, and opemng the same, instead of letters, drew 
out the bloody head of Kayward, at which sight 
they cried out m huge dismay " Woe, and alas * 
what letters call jou these Oh, dread lord, be 
hold * here is nothing but the head of poor murdered 
Kayward Seeing this, the monarch cried “ Un 
happy king that I am, ever to have given credit to 
the traitor fox * And overwhelmed with anger, 
gnef, and shame, he held down his head a good 
space, as well as the queen likewise At last shaking 
his royal locks, he made such a tremendous noise, 
that all the lords of the forest trembled with fear 
Then spake sir Firapel the leopard, the kings 
nearest kinsman, and said ** Why is your majesty 
thus troubled I such sonow might become the queen s 
funeral 1 do beseech you assuage your anguish 
Are not you king and master, are not all subject 
to your power ’ The king replied , ‘ Yes, cousin, but 
such mischief is beyond endurance I am betrayed 
by a false villain, who has made me oppress ray best 
friends and subjects, even those of my council and 
my blood the stout «ic Bnun, and su I«egrtm the 
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wolf. Yet had I not heaped upon myself this foul dis- 
honour, but for the queen’s tenderness, which wrought 
upon me, and for which I shall evermore grieve.” 
“ What' of all this ?” replied the leopard ; “ you are 
seated above all injuries, and one smile can salve 
the greatest wound upon your honour. You have 
power to recompense and to punish, and you can 
destroy or restore reputation as you please. What 
if the bear lost his skin, the wolf and dame Erse- 
wind their shoes, you may in recompense, since 
Beilin has confessed himself a party to this foul 
murder, bestow him and his substance ’'upon the 
party aggrieved. As for Reynard, we can go and 
besiege his castle, and having attested his person> 
hang him up by law of arms without further trial, 
and there is an end.” 


CHAP. XIV. 

now EET-LIN THE RAM, AND HIS LINEAGi: WERE GIVEN UV TO 
THE BEAR AND THE WOLF. 

The king consented to this motion, and despatched 
Firapel to the prison, where the bear and the wolf 
Were in durance. “ My lords,” he said, “ I bring a free 
and general pardon from his majesty, as well as his 
good wishes, and recognition of your injuries. As 
some recompence he is pleased to bestov/ upon you 
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out of his princely bounty, both Bellm the ram, and 
his ivhole generation Avith all they possess These 
you are to hold with full cotamission to slay, kill, 
and devour them Avherever you meet them, in Avoods, 
fields, or mountains, until doomsday The same 
power IS granted you over Reynard and the whole 
of his Imeage Letters patent aviU shortly be for- 
Avarded to you, and Beilin now awaits your pleasure ’ 
Peace being thus restored between the king and his 
nobles, Beilin was forthwith slain, (the wolf follOAV 
ing up his enmity to him and his race m perpetuity ,) 
and afterwards, the king proclaimed a grand feast, 
Avhich Avas held with all due solemnity during twelve 
days 

When these pnncely festiiities, attended by the 
lords both of earth and air, had reached the eighlli 
day, about high noon came Laprcl the coney, before 
the krag and queen as they sat at feast, and AVith a 
lamentable voice he said Great king, have pity on. 
my misery, and attend my complaint of the force 
and murder Avhich Reynard the fox had nearly com 
mitted, as I passed by the castle of Malepardus 
He stood outside his gates, attired like a pilgnm, and 
thinking I might pass quietly, he crossed my way 
saying his beads so devoutly, that I saluted him 
He, retummg no answer, stretched out his right foot, 
and gaA e me such a blow upon my neck, that I felt 
as if my head had been smitten from my body, but 
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N'cl I rctaiiu'd my ?iri‘'C“i ‘•unifioutly, tf» rfnrt out of 
Ills claws, tlu)u;^h very t^rlovously hurt ari'i v.ouiuh d. 
One of my ears was left in his t'Tuspt and I trna 
vou will no loiv^cr ^>fnnit this Moody imird» f»,r to 
afflict your ])Oor siihjccts." 

■\Vhilc the coney was yet speakim^, in came fiyin:: 
Corbant the rook, who, comii>i; helbrc the kin ', 
said : “ Great kinix, I beseech you vouch-^atV to hear 
mo. I went this mornintc with .SharpM'ak my wife, 
to recreate on the heath, and there we found Kevnard 
the fox laid on the p-ound like a dead carcase, his 
eyes stariti", his tonjjuc lollini: out of his mouth like 
a dead hound. Wondering at his stran:r<; plight 
we bcgtin to touch him, and he .'eenu'd rjuitc <lead. 
Then went my wife (jwor careful soul) and laid her 
head to his mouth to sec whether he drew any bre^ath ; 
but the foul villain sevintj the time, snatchc<l her 
head into his mouth, and bit it clean olK At that 
I shrieked out ‘ woe is me !’ when the foul mur- 
derer made a sudden rush at me with the most 
deadly intent, so that I was glad to tscajw by 
mounting into the air, whence I saw him devour my 
wife in so terrible a stile, that the veiy thought is 
death to me, as ! rejjeat it.” 
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CHAP. XV. 

tlQW THE XING TOOK COVNESl. XOB BXVENQX, AND SOW 

RITNABD WAS rOSEWABNXO BY ORlUBAltO THE BROCK. 

When he lieard these complaints of the coney 
■and the rook, the king’s eyes darted fire amidst the 
beams of his majesty, so that his countenance was 
dreadful, and cruel to behold At length he spoke 
•“ By my crown, and the truth I evermore owe to the 
■queen my wife, I will revenge these outrages com- 
mitted against my dignity, until virtue shall again 
adore me, and the wicked shall die with the remem- 
brance : hvs falsehood and flattery shall no more de- 
ceive me, 

“Is thishis journey to Rome, and to the Holy land^ 
Are these the fruits of his scrip, and staif, and other 
ornaments becoming a devout pilgnm’ Well, he 
shall find the reward of his treasons , though it was 
all owing to the queen’s persuasion ; nor am I the 
first that has been deceived by that soft gender, since 
many great spirits have fallen through their entice- 
ments ” This said, he commanded all the nobles 
and worthies of his court, to assist him with their 
counsel, how best to avenge the insults oflhred to 
the rojal dignity, that every offender might know 
and feel the heavy price of his unjust actions 
1 J^e^rim and Brum, heanag the kiog's words, were 
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greatly delighted, and hoped to satiate their full 
revenge upon Rc^mard ; yet still they kept silence. 
The king obsersdng them mute, as if all were afraid 
of giving their opinions, he began to hang his head. 
But the queen, after solemn reverence, said ; “ Sir, it 
is not the part of" any excellent wisdom to believe or 
protest' any thing, until the matter be made appa- 
rent : neither should the wise turn both their ears 
to any complaint, but receive one to entertain the 
defence of any one accused. For many times the 
accuser exceeds the accused in injurj' ; and there- 
fore (ludi alteram partem ; for it is only an act of 
justice. However I have erred, I had good ground 
for my persuasion, for whether good or bad, you 
have no right to proceed against Reynard, except 
according to the laws.” Wlicn the queen' had thus 
spoken, Firapel the leopard said : “ The queen liath 
spoken well, and therefore let Reynard take the 
benefit of the laws, and first let him be summoned. 
If he appear not before the end of the festival, to 
submit to your mercy, then .your majesty may pro- 
ceed against him, as it shall appear best.” 

Isegrim the wolf replied ; “ Sir Firapel, for my own 
part, I think none of this assembly, so that it only be 
approved by my lord the king, can presume' to oppose 
your counsel. Yet this I dare maintain, that liowever 
sir Reynard may feign to clear himself from these and 
a thousand- other charges, yet I have that lodged in 
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my bosom 'which shall approve that he hath forfeited 
his life But m his absence I will refrain from speech 
except m regard to the treasure which he has m-' 
formed his majesty lies at Crekenpit m Husterloe , 
than which there never came falser words from the 
mouth of any creature, as the whole was a malicious 
he to injure me and the bear , and obtain license to 
ravage and destroy all that approach near his castle. 
Nevertheless, let every thing be done m God s name, 
most pleasing to his majesty, and to you, sir Firapel , 
only I will say that if he had meant to have appealed 
he would have been here long before, upon the, sum 
moQs of the last king s messenger ’ 

The king made answer “ I will have no other 
summons but that of my people s allegiance Let all 
who ie»pect mine honor equip themselves for the 
war, and at the end of six dajs appear before me 
with their bows, guns, bombs, pikes and halberds, 
some on horseback, some on foot, for I will besiege 
Malepardus instantly , and destroy Reynard and all 
his generation for ever This if any dislike, let him 
turn his back that I may know him for my enemy 
And they all cried with one voice, we are ready to 
attend youi majesty 

Grirahard the Brock, heanng this determination, 
grew exceedingly sorry, and stealing out of the as- 
sembly, he ran with all possible speed to Malepardus, 
neither sparing bush nor bner, pale or nil , and as 
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he went, he said to hitnself ; “Alas, my dear uncle 
Reynard, into. what dangers art thou fallen ! only one 
step between thee and perdition, AVell may I grieve 
for, thee, since thou art the top and honor of our 
house, art Avise and politic, and a friend to thy friends 
Avhen they stand in need of counsel ; for thy sAveet 
language can enchant all creatures, though it Avill no 
more avail thee.” 

With such lamentations, Grimbard reached Male- 
pardus, and found his uncle Reynard standing at 
the castle gate, eating two young pigeons which he 
had caught as they Avere first trjung to fly. Behold- 
ing his nephew, he said; “ Welcome, my beloA'ed 
Grimbard, the most esteemed of all my kindred? 
surely you must have run very hard, foryou SAveat ex- 
ceedingly, What tidings, man? hoAV run the squares 
at court?” “ Hoav ?” replied Grimbard, “ exceedingbad 
for you ; you have forfeited your life, your honor, and 
estate. The king is up in arms, with horse and foot 
innumerable ; and Isegiim and Bruin are in greater 
favour Avith his majesty than I am Avith you. It is 
high time you look to your safety ; their euA'y rages 
against you ; you are posted up as a thief and a 
murderer ; besides Laprel the coney and Corbant 
the rook have made heinous complaints against you ; 
there is no escape from' death.” “ Tush !” said the fox; 
“my dear nepheAV, if this be the Avorst, let it not alarm 
you ; come, let us be cheery and pleasant together ; 
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What if the king and all the court swear my death ^ 
you shall live to see me cTalted abo>e them all. Let 
them prate and jangle together in counsel till they are 
tired . what boots it ^ Without the aid of my wit 
and policy, neither tlic court nor the kingdom can 
long hold togctlier. Fear nothing, nephew, but come 
along with me , I have a pair of fat pigeons, which 
are meat of pure and light digestion 1 here can be 
nothing belter, when )oung and tender ; for tlicy 
may almost be swTillowcd whole, their bones are bttle 
other than blood : come along I saj , end my w ife will 
recede jou kindlj. When we ln\e feasted, I wiU 
go with ) ou to court, for if I can only get to speak 
before his majesty, I will gall some of my enemies 
jet 1 have only to beg tJiat }ou will stand by me as 
one kinsman ought by another.” " Doubt it not,” re- 
plied Gnmbard, “ both my life and property shall be at 
jour 8er\ ice” “I thank you, nephew, and jou shall not 
find me ungrateful " “ Sir,” said tlie Brock,** trust boldly 
to this, when you appear to answer before the lords, 
not a hand shall dare to arrest you; for true it is, that 
you enjoy the fa>or of the queen ’* “ Then I care not a 
hair for their worst malice,” said the fox; “come let us 
go to supper I” and they entered the castle where tliey 
found Dame Ermelin and the family. “ Nephew ! ’ 
said the fox, “ what think you of my children, Rcy- 
nardme and Rossel I hope they will do credit to our 
family. They promise well I assure you; for one 
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lately caught a chicken, and the other actually killed 
a pullet : they are both good duckers, and can de- 
ceive the lap^Ying and the mallard. I can now trust 
them at a distance from me, and I shall soon finish 
my instructions ho^Y to escape gins, and to foil all 
their enemies so as to leave both hounds and hunts- 
men at faidt. In fact, they arc of the right sUunp, 
nephew, and resemble me both in countenance and 
quality : they play gilnning, intangle soothing, and 
kill' smiling. This is the true nature of our blood, 
and in this they are perfect, which is a great pride and 
consolation to me.” 


CHAP. XVI. 

HOW THE rox r.EI’ENTI.S'G ms SINS, MAKES HIS CONFESSION, 
AND IS .AESOEVED IIY THE GOAT. 

“ UxcLE,” said the goat, “ you may be proud you 
have such toward children, and I rejoice because they 
are of my blood.” After supper was concluded, the fox 
wiUing to have time to reflect tipon his new schemes, 
said, “ I know your journey must have made you 
weary, nephew; you had better retire to rest.” And 
they all slept soundly except the wily cogitating fox. 

At the first dawn of day he arose, and proceeded 
with Grimbard towards the court ; after having taken 
an affectionate leave of his rvife and family. As they 
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joumcjed o>tr the hrat!», Rejnml fiu!, “ Nephew, 
the accidents of Uiis world arc vanons and umioid- 
able, we arc alw-iw subject, spite of ilie l)c«t con- 
certed sclicme*, to the stroics of fortune. .*'mce I 
iras!ast«hnrcn, I Ime committcil manv sinsj then - 
fore I Ixsecch you, let me mihc niy confewion l>oforo 
iou,in order that I miy joss with le^slrouUc lhroii,;h 
m) iront dangers Tlicn 1 confess, it is too tnie 
that I gave the licar n gnerons wound in causing liim 
to Io«c pari of his hide I ltrt|»pesl t!>e uolf und lus 
wife of their slioc*. 1 appoasctl the Lmg only with 
lies, for I feigned a con«pinc\ ogamsl Ins majesty's 
life b) sir I«cgnm and sir Ilnitri, «hen no such idea 
csistctl; vhile the great treasure 1 reported at Jlui- 
terloc, was as fihulous as the rest. 1 slew Kayward, 
and bctnjctl Dillm to death; I i^oundttl nnd killed 
dame Sharpbeak, the rook's vifc 

*' Finall) , I forgot to mention at mi Ia<i shnfi, a 
great piece of deceit ishich I committed; but I aiH 
rcieal itnoM Once, os 1 went talking with strlsc- 
gnm the wolf, ‘between Houtldusl andChcrding, we 
beheld a goodlj grej marc, grating with a hlack foal 
by her side, which was quite fit and plajful. Sir 
Tsegrim l)Cmg almost «lead for hunger, mlretifetl me 
to inquire whether the mare would sell her foal; to 
which the marc replied, that she would willingl} for 
monc } . W )icn I aslcrl /icr the price, she said u was 
wnttcD on her hinder foot, and if I pleased, I might 
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come and read it. But I saw into her design, and 
said; ‘Of a tmth I cannot read, neither do I desire 
to buy your foal ; I am only a messenger.’ ‘ Then 
let the purchaser come,’ said the mare, ‘and I will give 
him satisfaction.’ So I went to the wolf and told 
him what the mare said, assuring him he might have 
a bargain, provided he could read ; for the price was 
written on the mare’s foot. ‘ Cousin,’ quoth the wolf, 
‘ I can read both Latin and Greek, English, French, and 
•Dutclu I have studied at O.vford, and argued with 
many doctors. I have heard many stately plays re- 
, cited, and sat in the place of judgment. I have taken 
.degrees in both the laws, and can decypher any kind 
•of writing.’ Thus saying, the boasting blockhead pro'^ 
.ceeded to the spot, and intreated the mare to let him 
read the price. She held up her hind foot vory po- 
litely, newly shod with strong iron, and as the wolf 
was inspecting, smote him so e.xactly upon the fore- 
head, that she threw him head over heels, and he lay 
in a dead swound,as long as a man might have ridden 
a mile and better. This done, away trotted the mare 
with her colt, and left the poor wolf all bloody and 
wounded. When he came to himself, he howled like 
a dog: then went I to him, and said ; ‘ sir Isegrim, 
dear uncle, how do you ? have you eaten too much of 
the colt? Pray give me a small share, for I went on 
your message honestly. Surely you have outslept 
your dinner, good uncle I was it prose or rhiine you 
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found \vnlten on the mare’s foot^ I think it must 
have been a song, for 1 heard you sing , nay, you shew 
your scholarship m all the arts ’ 

“‘Alas,’ cried the wolf, ‘ 1 am extremely ill hurt^ 
Forbear to disdain me, Reynard,for the damned mare 
has an iron hoof upon her long leg, and I mistook 
the nails for letters, venly, I think my skull is cloven, 
she has hit me such a cursed kick just as I was 
reading ’ ‘Aye, aye, uncle,' cried I, * the most learned 
clerks are not the wisest men, you know. Poor men 
sometimes outstrip them m judgment, and the reason 
IS, you great scholars study so much, that you grow 
dull with o\er much labour ’ 

“ And now, fair nephew, I have unloaded my con- 
science, and delivered myself of as many of my sms 
as I can call to remembrance 1 beseech you there- 
fore, let me receive absolution and penance, and 
then come what may, I am thrioe armed against all 
dangers and mischances at court ” Gnmbard re- 
plied “ Your trespasses, Reynard, are great and hei- 
nous , yet what is done is done , the dead must re- 
main dead, so I freely absolve you, upon assurance 
of repentance, only the contempt you shewed the 
king, in sending him Haywards head, will I fear, 
he heavy on your soul ” “ Why !” said the fox, “ he 
that will live in the world, seeing one thing, hearing 
-another, and learning a third, is sure to meet with 
affliction No man can touch honey, but will have 
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to lick Ills fingers after. I often feel touches of re- 
pentance, but reason and our will arc ever at va- 
riance; so that I often stop as if atrny wit’s end, and 
cry out against my sins, feeling that I detest them. 
Yet soon the world and its vanities catch me again ; 
and when I find so many nibs and stumbling blocks 
in my way, together with the example of rich and 
crafty prelates, I am taken fast, as it were in a 
trap. The world first enchants me, and then fills 
me with covetousness ; so that what with my natural 
disposition, with the flesh and the devil, I have 
enough to do. If I gain ground one day, I lose my 
good resolution the next; thus I assure you, nephew, 
I am sometimes a saint ; and at others I am only 
for hell and Avickedness. For I hear priests singing, 
piping, laughing, playing, and making all kinds of 
mirth ; and I find their words and actions totally at 
variance. From them I learn my lying, and from 
lords at courts my flattery : for of a truth, lords, 
ladies, priests and clerks, among all creatures, use 
most dissimulation. It is an ofTcnce to tell great 
men the trutk ; and he that cannot dissemble, cannot 
live. I have often heard men speak truth ; yet they 
always adorn it Avith falsehoods of their OAvn. For 
lies Avill pusbi themselves in a way, as it Avere into our 
, discourse, AAdiether aa’C aa'III or no ; indeed they come 
quite natural to us. Falsehood hath a pretty dress, 
Avhich keeps abvays in the fashion, a fashion to flatter. 
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to sooth, to threaten, to pray and to curee ; in fact, to 
do any thing that may keep the ^cak in subjection; 
and those who do olhcnvise, are thought simple. 
He that has learnt to lie and impose upon us with- 
out stammenng, may do wonders; he may wear 
scarlet, grey, or purple, as he pleases : he shall gain 
both by the laws spiritual and temporal, and come 
off victorious in c^cry scheme. There are many 
who imagine they can do it neatly, but their cunning 
fails them; so that when tliey think they have se- 
cured the fat morsels, they slip to the next trenchers. 
OUiers are blunt and foolish, and for want ot 
method mar all their discourses; but he who can 
give his lie a fit and apt conclusion, can pronounce 
It without rattling, and make it like truth, fair and 
amiable, that is the mati wortliy of our admiration. 
But there is no art m «peakmg the truth ; it never 
makes the devil laugh . to lie well and with a grace, 
to raise up wrong a' oie right, to make mountains out 
of mice, and build castles in the air ; to make them 
juggle and look through tlieir fingers this, nephew, 
is an art yaluable beyond expression. Yet evermore 
at the close, is sure to come misery and affliction ; 
though he who speaks always truth, shall find most 
rubs m his way ITiere are so many, that it is well, 
nephew, that every trespass hath its mercy, just as 
there is no wisdom but whit at times grows dull ’’ 

“ Uncle,” said the goat, ** of a truth, you are so wise, 
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that you cannot fail in any purpose ; I am delighted 
■with your precepts, though they surpass my under- 
standing. There is no longer need that you he 
shriven ; for yourself may play both the priest and 
the confessor ; such is your experience of the -world, 
that it is impossible for any man to stand up against 
you.” 

With these and similar conversations, they held 
on their journey towards the court. Yet the fox’s 
heart, in spite of all his fair shew, was sad and 
heavy, Avhile the smiles of hope and confidence were 
in his face. He passed without any apparent agita- 
tion through the press of the court, even till he came 
into the king’s presence, while his nephew whispered 
him at his side : “ Bear yourself bravely, dear 
uncle, for fortune is ever enamoured of the brave.” 
“You say true,” cried the fox, as he went on, casting 
disdainful looks on those whom he did not like, as 
much as to say : “ Here I am ; what dare the 
proudest of, you object against me?” He beheld many 
of his kindred whom^ he loved not, and many too, 
who loved him. As soon as he was come in full 
view of the king, he fell down on his knees, and 
spoke as follows. 



P.E\NARD THE FOX. 


93 


CHAP XVII 

now REYNIRO TIIR lOZ UADC mS SCrENCC BEfOBE TUK 
IIVG, AND rns ElNo’s ANSWER. 

‘‘ RIat that divine power from which nothing can 
be hidden, save the lord my Ling, and my so\ereign 
lady the queen, and giro them grace to JLiioiv who 
hasnght, and who has wrong, for there are many 
false shews m the world, and the countenance be- 
trajsnotthe heart Yet I wish it were openly re- 
vealed, and that every creature’s trespass stood 
wntten on his forehead, although it cost me the 
uttermost of my substance , or that your majesty 
knew me as well as I do myself, and how I devote 
myself early and late, to your majesty’s service To 
this I owe the malice of my enemies, who envy me 
your majesty’s grace and favour I have indeed, 
cause to cry shame upon those who have so deadly 
belied me , yet I know that my sovereign lord and 
lady will not be imposed upon by their malicious false- 
hoods Your majesties will consider all things ac- 
cording to the nght of your laws it is only justice I 
look for, and desire that the guilty may feel the full 
weight of his punishment Believe me, dear lord, 
it shall be seen before I leave your coiirt, who I am • 
one, who though he cannot flatter, will shew his 
face with unshnakmg eye, and an unblemished fore-* 
Jigad ” 



04 


Ki;vxAU» rut j ox. 


All that stood in the royal presence v’cre ama'/td, 
and looked at each other, when the fox spoke so 
boldly. Bnt the king with a stately countenance, 
replied : “ Sir Ilcynard, I know yon arc expert in 
fallacies; but words will no longer avail you. I be- 
lieve this day will be the last of your glory- and your 
disgrace; therefore I will not chide you much, be- 
cause I intend you shall live so short a time. The 
love you bear me, has been shewn to the coney and 
the rook ; your re\\-ard shall be a short life on earth. 
There is an ancient saying: ‘A pot may go long to 
the water, but will come home broken in the end 
and your crimes though so long successful, shall 
now pay the penalty with death." 

At these words, Reynard was stricken with fear, 

and wished himself far away ; vet he found he must 

* » 

put the best face upon it, whatever fortune might 
betide. He therefore said : “ My sovereiern lord ; 
it is but justice that you hear me, in answer to my 
accusers, for were my faults more heinous than 
any can make tlicm, equity calls for a hearing 
from the accused. I have done the state some ser- 
vice with my counsels, and may do so still. I 
have never deserted your majesty in emergencies, 
when otliers shrunk from your side. If my ene- 
mies then utter slanders, have I not a rierht to 
complain. It was once otherwise, and time may 
bring round the old course, for tlic actions of good 
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servants ought not to be forgotten. I see here many 
of my kindred and friends, who now make no ac- 
count of me, but can venture to deprne you of the 
best servant jou possess Had I been guilty, should 
I have dared to ha\e made my appearance thus vo- 
luntarily, m the very throng and press of my enemies. 
That would have been madness, indeed, more espe- 
cially when I was at full liberty; but heaven be 
thanked I know my enemies, and dare encounter*^ 
them, innocent as 1 am Had I not laboured under 
the censure of the church, I would have sooner 
appeared; but when my uncle brought me th? 
tidmgs, I was wandering sorrowfully on the heath, 
where J met my uncle Martin, the ape, who far ex- 
ceeded any other pnest, tn his pastoral duties, having 
been chaplain to the bishop of Cambnck, these nme 
years. Seeing me m such great agony of heart, 
he said' ‘"NYhy so heavy m spirit, dear cousin! and 
why is your countenance sosad’ Think gnef is easy to 
carry when the burden is divided among many fnends ’ 
“ I answered : ‘ You say true, dear uncle, such is 
indeed my fortune : not that I am guilty, yet sorrow 
IS heaped upon me without cause. Those whom I 
ranked among my best fnends, accuse me ; as you 
will hear. Lately at the feast of Whitsuntide, 
when I was keeping fast; a time we must prepare 
our hearts, ‘Et vos estote parati,’ you know; m 
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came Laprel the coney, and refreshed himself along 
with the children. My youngest son Rossel came 
to take away what he left, for the nature ol children 
is ever eating and craving, when the coney smote 
him on the mouth till his teeth bled. The little 
fool fell down in a swoon, on seeing which, Reynar- 
dine my eldest son ran at the coney, caught him by 
the ears, and would questionless have slain him, 
had I not come to his rescue. I then gave my 
son correction for his fault ; but Laprel hastened to 
the king, and accused me of having sought to 
destroy him. Thus am I unjustly accused and 
brought into danger ; I who have most occasion to 
accuse others. Not long after came Corbant the 
rook, flying to my house with a sad noise, and on 
demanding what ailed him, he said : ‘ Alas my wife 
is dead. There was a dead hare full of moths and 
vermin, lying on the heath, of which she has eaten 
so much that the worms have gnawed her throat 
asunder.’ And having said this, away he flew, and 
reported forsooth, that I had slain his wife ; though 
she flies in the air, and I walk on foot. Thus, dear 
uncle, you see how I am slandered, but it is per- 
haps, for my old sins, and therefore I bear it with 
more patience.’ Then my nephew the ape said : 

, ‘ You shall go to court, and disprove their false- 
hoods.’ ‘Alas uncle,' I replied, ‘the archdeacon has 
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laid under the pope’s curse, because I advised the 
wolf to forsake his holy orders, when he complained 
that he was unable to endure ‘that strict life and so 
much fasting-. Of this advice I now • repent me, 
since he has repaid my love with nothing; but malice, 
and stirring his majesty'against me with all the worst 
slanders he can invent. !o fact, dear uncle, 1 am 
brought to my wit’s end, for as I must hasten to 
Rome for absolution, what injuries may happen to 
my wife and children in my absence, through the 
malice of such bloody-minded wretches as the wolf ? 
Were I but quit of the' pope’s curse, I could go to 
court, and pleading my own cause might turn their 
malice against themselves.? 

** ‘'Then pray, cous'm,’.repVjed the ape, f cast off your 
sorrow, for I am experienced b these matters, and 
know the way to Rome well.' For 1 am* called the 
bishop's clerk, and I will hasten thither and enter a 
plea against the archdeacon, trusting, in spite of him, 
td'britig you a well sealed absolution from the pope. 
Why, man, 1 have many great. friends ; ' as my uncle 
Simon and others, Pen-stout, Wait-catch, and. the rest, 
all of whom will stand by me. ' "Nor will I go un- 
furnished with money, for the law has no feet, to walk 
on without money. A true friend is knoivn in need, 
and j-ou shall find me one without difficulty, [so*cast 
aside your grief, \l'say, and proceed 'to, court, as 1 
will now do, on-your behalf to_Rome.- .3Ieanwhile 1 
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absolve you of all your sins and offences; and on 
reaching court you shall meet there Dame Rukenard 
my wife, her two. sisters and. our three children, be^ 
sides others of the family. Salute them from me, 
and explain what has passed. My wife is prudent, I 
know her to he faithful, and- like me, she will never 
leave her friends in danger. Yet should your affairs 
require it fail not to dispatch me tidings ; and there 
is not an enemy, from the king and queen to the 
lowest of their subjects; — not an enemy of-yours, but 
shall instantly be placed under the pope’s curse. 
Such an interdiction shall be issued against the whole 
kingdom, that no holy or royal duty shall be per- 
formed till you be restored -to right and justice. 

“ ‘-This, he continued, * rest assured, I can easily 
perform, for his holiness is very .old, and little es- 
teemed, while Caidinal Fare-gold bears all the sway 
in the country, being young and rich in many friends. 
Besides he has- a- mistress of whom he is so greatly 
enamoured, that he denies her nothing which she de- 
mands. This lady is ray niece, and will do whatever 
I request her; so you may go boldly to the king, and 
charge him to do you justice, cousin, which I know 
he .will, as he understands that the laws are made for 
-the.use of all men? ’ 

"When I heard him speak thus, please'your ma- 
jesty, I. smiled, and. with great joy -came hither to 
relate the -truth. Therefore if your majesty or any 



lord wiUiin this court, can c'harg;c me wjlh any tres- 
pass wliatsoever, and pro^c the same by testimony, as 
the law requires, or will olhcmise oppose lumsclf to 
me person to person; grant me but a day and etjuai 
lists, when I will maintjun my innocence in combat, 
provided he be my equal in birth and degree. This 
is a law that has never been pul aside, and I trust that 
in me, for me, or by me, it shall not now be broVen.” 

The whole of the assembly stood dumb and amazed 
at hearing these words, not expecting so much bold- 
ness. As for the coney and the rook ll>cy stood so 
scared Uiat llicy durst not speak, but stole away pri- 
vately out of court. ^Vhen they had gono a IitUc way 
they said,*' This dc\3»h murderer has such art in his 
falsehood, tliat no truth has any chance of contending 
with it. It is far better for us to save ourselves while 
there Is yet time.” 

Sir Isegrim the wolf, and Brain the boar, were 
very sad when lliey saw these two desert tlie court; 
while the king said, ‘'If there he any who would im- 
peach the fox, let him step forth, and he shall be 
heard. Yesterday yrc were laden witlrcomplaints ; 
.where are they to-dayt behold here is the fox ready 
*10 answer for himself,” “My sovereign lord,” said the 
fox, “ absence makes impudent accusers bold when 
the accused’s presence daunts them as your majesty 
sees. 0, what it is to trust to tlie malice of these 
cowards! and how soon they may confound good 
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men. As for me it matters not, only had they asked 
me forgiveness,’ I had quickly cast all their offences 
behind me, for I will never more complain of my 
' enemies ;^my revenge I will safely confide to Heaven, 
and justice to your majesties.” Then said the king, 
“ Reynard, you speak well, if the inward heart resem- 
bles the outward shew ; but I fear your grief is not so 
•great as you express it.” “It far surpasses it, sire,” 
replied the fox sorrowfully, “ No !” quoth the king, “ for 
I must charge you with one false treason : When I 
had pardoned all your sins and offences, and you 
promised to go a pilgrimage to the Holy Land; 
when I had furnished you with scrip and staft’ and 
all things requisite to the holy order, you shewed 
your utter contempt of them by sending back with 
Beilin the ram the head of Kay^vard, a thing so 
wholly reflecting upon my honour, that no treason 
could be fouler, . This you cannot affect to deny, for 
Beilin my chaplain at his death made known the 
whole transaction, and the same penalty which he 
then paid shall now fall to your share.” 

On hearing this sentence Reynard grew sore afraid 
and scarcely knew what to -say. He looked with a 
woeful countenance upon all his kindred Avho stood 
round him ; his color went and came ; but none lent 
either hand’. or foot to help him. The king then 
said, “ Oh, thou fdse dissembling traitor, why art 
thou thus struck dumb?” The fox being full of 
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unjjuisli, heav<^ a deep siglif as if !iN heart >ras 
breaking; so that all the beasts present except Uie 
>\olf and bear truly pitied him. Dame Kukenard in 
particular shed tears, and, being a great fasTJrite of 
the queen she took uji the fox's defence, in so elo- 
quent and pathetic a strain .as to mill the hearts of 
all pre<cnl, not excepting the king. iTlie’qncen then 
followed hcr'fasorilc friend the ape's svife,' until oh-* 
scm'ng the relenting mood of his soM-rcign, the fox, 
who had flattered himself stUIi tins result, proccetlcil 
to clench thc'nailand strike tlic iron while it ss.is 
hot 


CHAP. XVIII. 

now RtTf'JRP ArOLOOIlED TOR KlTWSro’l RtAIII, «M> 
ASIwmiD ALL OTHER tMrtTSTIORS, RClIPIt rtCQTErl^lt 
THE KIRo's TATOn BT AN ACCOUNT OV CIBTAIN JEWELS. 

Tjiex Reyaard again held up his head, and said; 
“ Alas, my sovereign lord, what is that jou said? Is 
good Kaynard the hare then dead? where then is 
Beilin the ram ? , .These arc strange tidings I hear. 
What did Beilin bring to your majesty at his return ? 
for my part I delivered him three rich inestimable 
jewels, which I would not hare detained. from your 
majesty for all the wealtliof India. One of them 
was directed for my lord the king, -the other two for 
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my sovereign lady the queen.” ‘‘Yet I received no- 
thing” said the king, “ but the head of poor murdered 
Kay^vard, for which I executed my chaplain the ram 
instantly, as he confessed the crime to have been 
done by his advice and counsel.” “ Can this be true ?” 
cried the fox; “ then woe is me, that ever I was born : 
the finest jewels that ever were possessed by any 
earthly prince are lost and gone. I had rather have 
died before your majesty should be thus defrauded ; 
and I know that it will be the death of my -wife, she 
will never more put trust in me.” “ Dear nephew,” 
cried the ape’s wife; “let them go! why sorrow thus 
after transitory wealth; if you will give ns a description 
of them it will be just as good, and from tliat we may 
perhaps be able to find them. If not we can order 
tlie magician Alkarin to consult his books, and search 
all the comers of the earth. Besides, whosoever 
detains them shall be cursed in all parishes until he 
shall restore them to the king’s majesty.” 

“ But whom,” said the fox, “ shall we trust in this 
corrupt age, when even sanctity itself walks masked and 
in disguise ?” Then heaving another deep sigh to gild 
his dissimulation, he proceeded. ' “ Now listen all of 
you belonging to my stock and lineage, for I will 
describe what these jewels were, of which botli the 
king and myself have been defrauded. The first of 
them intended for his majesty, was a ring of fine and 
pure gold, and within it, next the finger, were engraven 
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letters enamelled •with azure> and labels, containing 
three Hebrew names. For my own -part I could 
neither read nor spell them ; but Abron of Trete, the 
excellent linguist, who knows the nature of all man- 
ner of herbs, animals, end minerals, assured me that 
they were those three names which Seth brought out 
of Paradise wHen he presented his father Adam with 
the oil of mercy. ^Vhoever shall wear these three 
names about him shall dcvct^ be hurt by thunder or 
iightmng, neither shall any kind of witchcraft have 
power to charm him, he shall not be tempted. to any 
sin (would cacli of my enemies had one lo wear) 
neither will heat or cold ever annoy him. Upon it 
was enchased a most precious stone of three divers 
col6rs. The first like red chrystal, glilleting wth 
fire, and that with such br^htness, that if one had 
occasion to journey by night, the light thereof was ns 
great as that at noonday. Their color wasn clear 
butnished white, the virtue of which would cure any 
blemish or soreness in the eyes ; also by stroking the 
grieved part, all manner of swellings, head-achs, or 
any sickness whatever, whether of venom, weakness 
of stomach, cholic, stone, strangury, fistula 'or can- 
cer, either outwardly applied as befofe shewn, or in- 
wardly by steeping the stone in water and swallowing 
it. Again as far as one bore it fasting, into whatever 
company the wearer went it woufd make him infinitely 
beloved ; and if he should be exposed naked in a vast 
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•wide ' field, a^ihst an hundred, armed enemieSj yet' 
should he:stand; firm- and come off with honor and- 
victory. ' Yet he must he nobly bred, and of no churl- 
ish disposition; as the ring confers, ho virtue upon 
any - who ds not a true gentleman. Now all tlrese 
virtues considered, I thought myself quite unworthy 
to keep it; therefore I sent.it to you, my lord the 
king, knowing you to . be the most excellent of all 
living beings, -and one on Avhom all his subjects’ lives 
depend, most fit to be guarded then by so rich a 
jewel. 

■ “ This. ring. I found in my father’s treasure; and 
alsoa.comb, and.a glass mirror, which my, wife begged 
to have. They were both jewels of great worth, and 
these '.were intended for the queen, because of , the 
grace and mercy she extended towards me.- The 
comb was ' made of the ,bone of a noble beast called 
Panthera, which lives between the greater India 
and earthly . Paradise. He is so beautiful, that he 
partakes of alK the loveliest hues under heaven ; and’ 
the smell of him is so sweet and wholesome, that the 
very savour cures all infirmities. He is the physi- 
cian of all animals that follow him; 'he has .one 
fair bone broad and thin, in which when. slain, are 
Contained the whole virtues of the animal.\ It can 
never be broken nor consumed by any of the ele- 
ments ; ' yet . it is so light that a feather will poize it, 
and it will receive a fine polish. The comb then re- 
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sembles 6ne silver; tbe teeth are small and stnught, 
and between the great teeth and the small, there is 
engraven many an image very cunningly \\Tought and 
enamelled about n-ith* fine gold. Tlie. field is che- 
quered with sables and siher, and llierein is con- 
tained the. story how A^enus, Juno, and Pallas con- 
tended for the golden ball upon mount Ida, and how 
Paris was to present It to the fairest of Uicm. * 

' “ Paris, at that time, was a shepherd, and fed Ids 

(locks along with Ononc on that hill ; and first Juno 
promised that if he would beslow.it upon her, she 
would moke him thcTichcst man in the world. Pal- 
las said, that if she might Iia\c it he sltould become 
Uie xviscst among all mortals, ’and the most fortunate 
against his enemies.! But^Venus said, * What boots 
wealth, wisdom, or \alour; art thou not Priam’s son 
and Hector’s brother, who sway all Asia— art thou 
not one of the heirs of mighty Troy? .Give-mcthe 
ball, and' I will give thee the sweetest creature the 
world can. boast, , the fairest, lady of all breathing; 
she whose like no sun shall ever more behold. Thus 
thou shall be richer than with riches, and tower above 
all in pride.' Thine will be^wcalth. none ran praise 
too much; since such beauty is that heavenly elixir 
which turns all things into delight.’ 

“ Then presently Paris gave her the ball, confirming 
her the fairest among Hie goddesses; and another place 
\vas figured,' shewing how he won Helen, and brought 
» fS" 



106 


KEYNAllD THE EON. 


her to Troy, mtli the solemnity of the maiTiage, the 
honour of the triumphs, and all else appertaining to 
that gran'd story. 

“ Now for the mirror, it was not inferior to either of 
the preceding; for the glass was of such rare \'irtue 
that men might sec and know whatever was done 
within a mile ; whether the actions of animals or any 
thing he should desire to know. Whoever gazed 
therein, was cured of every malady ; and indeed so 
manifold were its virtues that wonder not if I shed 
tears over its loss. The value of the wood far ex- 
ceeded that of gold, greatly resembling the wood 
Hebenus, of which king Crampart made a horse, for 
love of the most beautiful daughter of king Morca- 
diges. This horse was so artfully constructed, that 
whoever rode on it might speed above an hundred 
miles in less than an hour; which Clamades the 
king’s son proved to his cost. - Not believing in it, 
and being strong and lusty, he leaped upon the horse, 
■when Crampart turning a pin that Avas fixed in the 
breast of the engine, it went through the palace win- 
dows like a shot, and carried him ten miles at least 
the first minute. ’ At this miracle, Clamades was 
much affrighted, and imagined, as tlie story goes, 
that he should never return again : but -what was at 
length his infinite joy, when he had learned to guide 
and- manage the wonderful beast! 

“ Strange histories in gold and silver were decy- 
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plier^ on tlie Wood with sables, yellow, azure and 
cynope, all which colors were very curiously interlaid 
with each other, and the words under each history 
were so finely engraven and enamelled, that any man 
might read the whole story. In' truth the world never 
produced a thing of greater worth, lustre, or plcasore. 
In the upper part stood a horse m his natural glory, 
fatj fair, and fiery, which vied with a stately hart that 
run before him. Finding he could not overtake the 
hart, at which he was filled with disdain, he went to 
a herdsman near at hand, and told him tliat if he 
tvould help him to take a hart, he should have the 
profit of it i horns, sWn, and flesh. Then the herds- 
man asked him what means he should use to get him. 
The horse said, ‘Mount upon my back, and I will 
hear you after him, till we have tired him dotvn.’ 
The herdsman accepted the offer, and bestriding the 
horse, pursued the deer. But he fied so fast, and 
gained so much ground, that the horse grew, weary 
and hade the herdsman alight, for he would rest him 
awhile. ‘ No,’ the herdsman said; ‘ I have a bridle on 
thy head and spurs on my heels ; so thou art now my 
servant, neither will 1 part with thee, but govern thee 
as seems best to my pleasure.’ Thus the horse 
brought himself into thraldom, and was-token in his 
own net; for no creature has^a greater adversary 
than its own envy, and marry while aiming at the 
downfall of others, fall upon their own ruin. 
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“ In another part was represented the story of my 
father and Tibert the cat, how they travelled together, 
and had sworn hy their troth, that neither for love 
nor hate would they desert each other. It happened 
as they” were journeying .along, they encountered 
hunters coming over the fields with a pack of hounds 
at- their heels, from which they both -fled apace. 
Then said the fox, seeing their lives in danger, ‘ Ti- 
hert, whither shall we turn, for the- hunters have 
espied us ? for my part, I have a thousand ' wiles in 
readiness, and as long as we keep together, we shall 
have no need to fear them.’ But the cat began to 
sigh, and was sore afraid ; ‘Alas,’ he said, ‘ I have only 
one, and that must help me at my need and with 
that, he clambered up a tree, leaving my noble father 
in the lurch ; who then fled wiUi a whole kennel at 
liis heels, and hunter.s crying, ‘ kill the fox, kill the 
fox.’ ' 

“ Tibert also mocked my father, saying : ‘ Now, 
cousin, it is high time to try your hundred wiles ; for 
if your wit fail you, I fear your whole body will 
perish.’ My father was much hurt at these reproaches 
from -a friend in whom he trusted, only he had not 
time to- listen to them. For the* dogs were so close 
upon him, that had he not luckily met with a hole at 
hand, it must' have gone hard with him. You may 
thus see the false faith of the cat, like- whom there 
are many living at tiiis time, and though this might 
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■well excuse me from lo\mg the cat, my soul s healtli 
and charity bind me to the contrirj, and I wish him 
no harm, though I confess his misfortunes w ould not 
gneve me 

“ On the same mirror was umtten the history of the 
wolf, how he found a dead horse upon tlic heath, 
•whose flesh being eaten away, he was fain to gnaw 
the bones Sw'allowing them too hastily, one stuck 
across his throat, and almost choked him In this 
extremity, running and crying every where for a sur 
geon to ease his torments, m the end ho met with 
the crone, and besought him with his long neck and 
bill, to help hun, and he would give him great re 
wards Believing him, the crane put in Uis long neck 
quite down his throat, and brought up the long bone 
At this pull, the wolf started and howled out * How 
you huill but I forgive you, if you will not do it 
again’ Then the crane said, * sir Isogrim, be joyous 
and frohek, you are whole I only look for thfi pro 
misedreward’ ‘How’ cried the wolfl ‘whatimpu 
deuce is this^ I suffer, and have cause to complain, 
yet you want to be rewarded Do you forget that 
your head was m my mouth, and yet that I spared 
your life Yes, though you put me to great pain, I 
allowed you to take your head out again You arc 
ungrateful, it is I who ought to call for some 
reward 

‘ The«e three rarities I vowed to send to your 
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majesties, and could think of no better messengers 
than Kayward the hare and Beilin the ram. Little 
did I then imagine that good Kaywaid %Yas so near 
his end. Yet I will search the whole world, but I will 
find the murderer ; for murder cannot be hid. It 
may be, he is in this presence who knows what is be- 
come of Kay\\’ard, although he conceal it, for many 
devils walk like saints. Yet the gi-eatcst wonder of 
all is, and which troubles me most, that my lord the 
king should say that my father, and not I myself, ever 
did good. But weighty affairs may well produce for- 
getfulness in kings, or your majesty might call to 
mind how when tlie king your father lived, and you 
•were a prince not above tw’o years old, my father 
came from the school at Montpelier, where he had 
studied the art of physic five years, and became so 
expert in all its principles, and so famous in those 
days, that he wore clothes of silk and a golden girdle. 
Now when he arrived at court, he found the king in 
great extremity, which grieved him, for he loved tlie 
old king your father; and the king rejoiced at his 
presence, and would not suffer him to quit his side. 
He said, ‘ Reynard, I am exceeding sick, and I feel 
my sickness increasing.’ My father answered, * My 
lord, here is an urinal ; as soon as I behold the color 
of your kidneys, I will give you my opinion of the 
state you are in.’ The king did as he was adrtsed, 
for he trusted not any equal to him. Then said my 
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fatlier, ‘My best lord, 'if you be eased of your 
disorder, you must beeds’take the liquor of a wolf of 
seven years 'old, or else your disease is incurable.* 

The wolf at that time happened to stand by your 
father, but said nothing: whereupon the king ob- 
served: ‘ Sir Isegrim, you hear there is nothing 
which can cure me besides your liquor.’ The wolf 
replied : ^Not so, my lord, for I am not yet full five 
years old.’ ‘ It is no matter/ answered my father ; ‘ let 
him be opened, and when I see the liquor, I will tell 
you if it be medicinable/ The wolf was then carried 
howling to the kitchen, and his liquor extracted, 
which the king took, and was soon cured of his dis- 
order. Then the king thanked my father, and com- 
manded all his subjects upon pain of death, from that 
hour to give him the title of sir Reynard, presenting 
him with the castle of Malepardus and the neigh- 
bouring warrens, besides a number of orders and titles 
to boot. Yet he still abode with the king, and was 
consulted in all things; he was presented with a gar- 
land of roses' to wear like a* crown upon hb head. 
But the remembrance of his services is all past and 
gone, and his enemies are advauced— virtue is tramp- 
led, and innocence lies in sorrow. For when base- 
ness and avarice are made masters, they neither know 
themselves, nor consider the-lowliness whence they 
sprung. They have no hearts for pity, nor ears for 
the poor man’s cause. Gold is the goal they run to, 
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and gifts the god which they worship. What great 
man’s gate! does not look towards covetousness; — 
where is not rank flattery entertained ; — and what 
prince takes hate at his own praises ? 

■ “This was, my lord, an accident which befell in 
your youth and you may easily forget it; yet, without 
boasting, I think I may say, I, as well as my father, 
have consulted your honor and service. Far be it 
from me to repeat these things, I would not upbraid 
your majesty who are always worthy of more than 1 
can render— my uttermost is but the rent of a loyal 
subject, which I am ever bound by. the laws of God 
and nature to pay. But I must, say that so it'was, 
when the wolf and I together had gotten a swine 
under us, and on account of his extreme’ loud crying 
Avere compelled to bite him to death ; at that time 
your royal self came out of a grove, and saluted us 
saying : that you and the queen your consort, were 
both exceeding hungi-y, and intreated of us to give 
you part. Isegiim murmured something, but I spake 
out aloud : ‘With all iny heart, my lord, and were it 
better than it is, it were too mean for your deserts.' 
But Isegrim taking half of the suine went grumbling 
away. ’ . . 

“This, and many such actions as this, I have done 
for your majesty’s sake— too painful to repeat. They 
are * all expunged • from memory ; but time and my 
loyalty, will one day, I,' triist, recall them. . I have 
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seen the day when no affair of moment was transacted 
at court wthout my concurrence; and though the 
same policy and judgment are not now so highly prized, 
circumstances may bring tliem into action with the 
same reputation as heretofore ; as long as 1 aim only 
at justice. For if any one can assert or prove the 
contrary, here I stand to endure the worst the law can 
inflict. But if mah'ce only slander me, without wit- 
ness, I crave the combat according to law and usage 
of the court.” “Then,” said the king, “Reynard, you 
say weU: and nothing know I of Kay%vard’8 death 
save the bringing of his head hither by Beilin the 
ram ; and so I acquit }ou of that savage deed.*' 
“ My dear lord,” said the fox, “ I humbly thank you, 
yet I cannot so easily pass over his death. I remem- 
ber how heavy ray heart felt at his departure, whicli 
1 take to be a certain presage of the loss which sub- 
sequently happened.” • 

These words, arid the sad looks of the fox amazed 
all the beholders, insomuch that they could hardly 
refuse to believe what he had said, and in fact every 
one lamented his loss and pitied his sorrow. 

The king and queen were the most affected of any, 
and then mtreated him that he would make diligent 
search for the discovery of those precious jewels, his 
praises having excited the royal curiosity and avarice 
beyond measure.^ ' And because he affirmed that he 
had intended those rare articles for them;* though. 
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they never so much as saw them, yet they gave him 
us great thanks as if they had been in their safe pos- 
session, (so gratified was their vanity) and they de- 
sired that he would use all means to recover tliem. 


CHAP. XIX. 

now llEVNAnD MADE HIS FtACi'. WITH THE KIKO, AND HOW 
ISECniM THE WOEP ACCUSED HIM AGAIN. 

Slu Reynard understood their meaning exceeding 
well, and, though he little meant to perform what they 
intreated, he thanked the king and queen, vowing not 
to rest, either night or day, until he had found what 
was become of those precious jewels. He bcsccchcd 
his majesty that if they should bo concealed in places 
where entrance was forbidden by force, his majesty 
would assist him, as their discovery so nearly con- 
cerned him. The king replied, “ That as soon as it 
should be known where they were, no help or assist- 
ance should be wanting." Having thus obtained all 
the success he aimed at by his false talcs and flatteiy, 
he thought he might go w’hithcr he pleased, and that 
none would dare to oppose him. But sir Isogrim had 
stood by the whole of this time infinitely displeased, 
and no longer able to restrain his anger, he cried : 
“ Oh, my dread lord, is it possible your majesty 
should' be so wealc and credulous, a’s to credit the 
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falsehoods of this arch impostor 'nie\ arc only 
shadows and chnncTas which he holds out to mislead 
you; but be not dccfir«l briiim, he i« a wretch 
cOTcred wrtJi blood and trewon, and he mocks and 
scoffs your majesty to your face Uol I am plvl we 
are here together in your royal presence, ard I intend 
to nng such a peal of justice om hw head that 
all the lies he can inrenl, shall not Iwar him airay 
with safety 

** Not long Since, this smiling but bitter heaneil 
traitor persuaded my wife that he would teach her 
how to catch fuh^os many as she pleased It was 
one cold winter's morning; and hanng (Irtt made a 
hole in the ice, he told her that if she would let her 
tail hang in the water a good while, numbers of liih 
wrould come and seize hold of it, when iha might 
easily pull llicm upon land Thu the simple fool did , 
and stood there so long tliat her tail was frozen hani 
to the ICC, so that all the force site bad, was not able 
to pull It out M ell might she shnelc, cry , and feed 
upon the Imnc of her mra tears, but all to no purpose, 
had I not prmidcntially been passing near So 1 
went unto her willi much sorrow and heanness, har- 
ing a world of labour ere I coald break Uic lec about 
her, and in despite of all my cunning, yet she wtu 
compelled to lca\capiccc of her tail behind her, 
and, indeed, we both escaped hardly with our hres 
For by reason of her great anguish, she barkcil so 
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loud, that the people of the next village rose up, and 
so fiercely assaulted us, that I never ivas in so despe- 
rate a' taking. Thus, my gracious lord, you have 
heard how this traitor hath used us, and against 
the same we crave the right of your law and justice.” . 

At this serious charge sir Reynard answered .and 
said ; “ If this were true, I confess it would touch 
me near in honour and reputation ; but God forbid 
that such a slander should be proved against.me. . I 
confess I did teach her to catch, fish, but her greedi- 
ness 'so transported her when she heard me name it, 
that she ran among the pieces of ice without any 
direction, and stopping too long she was frozen, 
though she had eaten as much as would have satis- 
fied twenty reasonable beings; but it, is a general 
saying ‘ that have all will miss all and so the lady 
got fastened in the ice. I was employed, in charita- 
bly lending her ray assistance ; when up came the 
furious Isegrim, and most basely slandered me. jAt 
the same time he cursed- bitterly, instead of thanking 
me for my goodness ; and more to avoid Ins blasphemy 
than his threats I went my way. Truth is my badge, 
and hath ever been the device of all my ancestoi-s, 
and if any scruple my assertion, I require but eight 
days’ liberty, that I may confer .with my learned coun- 
sel, when! will with 'oath, and testimony make good 
my words. As for sir Isegrim, what have I to do with 
him? it is already kno\vn that he is an abandoned 
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notorious nllain, false both to lieasen and your ma- 
jesty, and now his own’words witness that he is a 
base slanderer. Let the matter be referred to his 
wfe — if she accuse me, let me beheld guilty; pro- 
vided she be not overawed by tlie tyranny of her 
husband.” 

“ Villain,”- cried sir Iscgrim, “recollect when you 
fell to the bottom of the well, and lay in peril, my 
wife hearing thee moan ran to assist ihce. Then thou 
didst persuade her to lower herself dovv-n by the bucket 
Into the ucll, leaping at the same time into that hang- 
ing by the other pulley at the bottom, when thou 
being lighter thah she, didst reach the top and she 
fell heavily to tlie bottom. When she complained : 
you only said ; ‘ Nay, it is but the fashion of the world: 
as one comes up, another mu<t get down and so 
saying, you leaped out of the bucket and ran away.” 
To this the fox replied; “I had rather you should 
have been there than myself, for yon arc stronger and 
‘better able to endure hunger. At that hour of neccs- 
’ sity both of us could not escape; and I taught your 
wife wisdom and* experience, that she should neither 
‘trust friend nor foe, when our own peiil is in ques- 
tion ; for nature teaches us to love our own welfare, 
'and he who does not is crowned with nothing but the 
title of folly.” 
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CHAP. XX. 

now isKoniM rnormitro ms glove to nr.v.vAtio to nofir 

WITH nj.M, WHICH nEYMAim ACCEPTED : AND IIOW KUKL- 

NARD Advised the eoxto dear iiiMsi i.r is the iioht. 

SiK IsEoniM waxing very wrotli, answered the fox : 
“ Villain as thou art, thy mocks and scorns I des- 
pise, but thy injuries I will not bear. You say you 
have helped me in my need, when I was almost dead 
with hunger, but thou best in thy throat. You never 
gave me better tlian a bare bone, after you had 
gnawed it well yourself. This you say, to injure my 
reputation,- and again, you accuse me of treason 
against the king, for the sake oT thy false treasures 
at Hustcrloe, besides having injured and slandered 
my wife, which will continue to stain our name until 
we arc avenged. Therefore look no longer for 
escape ; here, before my lord the king, and you my 
noble friends and kinsmen, I affirm and will ap- 
prove to the last drop of ray blood, that thou llcynartl 
the Fox, art a false traitor and murderer, as I will 
make good upon thy body within tlic lists of the 
field, until our strife shall have a fatal end, body to 
•body, and life to life. Witness for me here, I cast 
down my glove, which I dare thee to take up, that I 
may have right for my injuries, or die like a recreant 
and coward.” 

Reynard was somewhat perplexed when it came 
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to this; he knew himself much too weak for the 
wolf, and feared to come off with the worst. But 
suddenly recollecting the advantage he had in the 
wolfs fore claws being pulled off, and whicli were 
not yet healed, he mustered courage to reply: 

Whoever says that I am a false traitor and mur- 
derer, lies in his throat, especiaHy Isegrim above all 
others. Poor fool, thou art ending the affair as I 
would have it ; in proof of which I take up thy gage 
and throw down mine, to prove thou art a liar and 
traitor, as of old.” 

This said, the king received tlieir pledges, and ad- 
mitted the battle, commanding each to put in his 
surety that the combat should be tried on the morrow. 
Then stepped forth the bear and the cat, and became 
sureties for the wolf; and for the fox appeared Grim- 
bard the brock, and Betelas. When all ceremonies 
were finished, the ape’s wife taking Reynard aside, 
said : ‘'Nephew! 1 beseech you^ look to yourself in 
this battle, be bold and wise. Your uncle taught 
me once a prayer of singular virtue for any com- 
batant; which he learnt from that excellent scholar 
and clerk, the abbot of Budelo. If you utter that 
prayer with great devoUon, fasting, you shall never 
be utteily vanquished, however hard pressed in the 
field. Therefore, good nephew, 'be not afraid; for 
to-morrow I will read it to you fas^ng; and" the 
wolf shall never prevail.” Reynard, grateful as he ' 
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said, for her favours, swore that his f|tiarrcl was '^ood 
and honest, and that he Irad no doubt of his success. 
The -whole of that night lie tarricrl with his kinsmen, 
who sought to amuse him with jileasant discourse. 
Dame llukennrd was still suggesting somethiiiE for 
advantage in the approaching battle; and she per- 
suaded liim to have the -whole of his hair shaved ofl'^ 
from head to tail, and afterwards anointed his body 
over, with olive oil. This made him so smooth and 
slipper)', that the wolf could scarcely hojx; to keep 
his hold ; besides, he was round and plumj), which 
was also much to his advantage. She next advised 
him that night to drink exceeding much, that he 
might be more able to blind his enemy in the morning, 
but by no means to wa.sle his ammunition til! he 
came to close quarters in the field. ’ “ Then when you 
see the moment, take your bush tail, aud strike it 
well in- tlie villain’s eyes, until you have quite per- 
plexed aud blinded him. But in the intcix'als keep 
your bush between your legs, as close as you can, 
lest he catch you by it, and level you with the 
ground. Take sharp heed at first to shun his blows : 
elude them, nephew, and make him toil and sweat 
after you in vain. Lead him where there is plenty 
of dust, and having first besprinkled him, kick up 
• the dust in his eyes with your liccls. Tlicn take 
your advantage -when he can no longer see, and 
\ smite and bite him most mischievously, still con- 
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tiQUing to mystify both his sight and understanding, 
by brushing him m the face from time to time 
Thus put him to the torture till jou haie quite 
weaned him out, and fear not, for though he be 
strong and stout, his heart ts little and weak This, 
nephew, is my advice, art prevails as much os 
courage, therefore look to it, and think how much* 
wealth, honour, and reputation 50U maj reap, both 
for ) ourself and familj, by accomplishing this great 
feat Isov. for the charm which 1 learnt from )Out 
uncle Martin, and which will help to make you m- 
^nnciblc, it is as follows Then laying her hand upon 
his head she cned, Blaord, Ihay, Alphenio, Ras- 
bue, Gorsons, Arsbuntro Tlicre, nephew, now jou 
are free from all powers of mischief and danger 
whatsoever Go then to rest, for it is near day, and 
some sleep will make your body the better disposed 
for action, on the great and eventful morrow ’ 

The fox gave her infinite thanks, sajing, she 
had bound him to her a servant for ever, and that 
he felt entire confidence m the excellent rules she 
had laid down He then laid himself down to rest, 
under a green tree on the grass, till it uas sun nsc 
when the otter came to awake him, sajmghc had 
brought bun a fat young duck to eat « I have toiled 
all this blessed night,' he said, “ to get this present for 
you dear cousin, which I took from a feeder Here 
take and eat it, for it will give you vigour and coti- 

^OL J G 
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rage.” The fox thanked him kindly, and said it was 
lucky hansel, assuring his friend, that if he snrv'ivcd 
that, day, he would requite it. Reynard then cat 
the duck without bread or sauce, except liis hunger, 
and to it he drank four gicat draiiglits of water. He 
then hastened to tlic appointed place of action, where 
■ the lists stood, with all his kindred attending on him. 

When the king beheld Reynard thus shorn and 
oiled, he said to him : “ Well, sir Reynard, I see 
you are very careful of your own safety : you liavc 
little respect for booty, so you escape danger.” The 
fox answered not a word, but bowed himself humbly' 
to the ground before Urcir majesties, the king and 
the queen, and proceeded into the field. At the 
same time the wolf w'as also ready, and stood boasting 
with, many proud, and vain-glorious speeches. The 
marshals and rulers of the lists were the Libbard 
and the Loss. These last brought forth a book on 
which the wolf swore, and maintained his assertion, 
that the fox was a traitor and a murderer, which 
he would prove on his body, or be accounted a 
recreant. 

When these ceremonies w^crc over, die marshals 
of the field held them to their devoir. And then every 
one abandoned tlie lists save dame Rukenard, who 
stood by die fox, reminding him of the rules of 
battle she had given him. She bade him recollect 
how, .when he rvas scarcely seven years old, he had 
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wisdom enough to 6nd bis father’s castle 

00 the darkest night without any lantnSni, orcrcn the 
light of the moon. That his experience was much 
greater, and his repntation for wisdom more frequent 
wth his companions than any other ; and that he 
ought therefore to make double exertions to win the 
day, which would be an eternal monument to him, and 
his family for evermore. To UiU the fox answered, 
“ My best aunt, be assured 1 will do my best, and not 
forget a tittle of your counsel. I doubt not but my 
friends shall reap honour, and my foes shame by my 
actions.” To this tlie ape said omen and so de- 
parted. 


CHAP. XXII. 

THE riERCE EMCOVirTSIt BETTrEEN TUZ TOZ AMD TDE TrOLE, 
THE ETEKT, riSSEOO. AMD VICTORY. 

WriEx none but the combatants were left in the 
lists, and the signal was given, the wolf advancerl 
towards sir Reynard with infinite rage and fury 
thinking to catch his enemy m his fore feet, but the 
fox leaped nimbly aside. The wolf then pursued 
him, and there began a tedious chase, on ,which the 
friends on both sides gazed with earnestness. Taking 
huge leaps and strides, sir Iscgrim soon overtook 
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him, and his feet to strike, Reynard 

avoided the bimv, and smote Ins adversary’ on tlie 
lace •with his tail. It told so well, tiiat sir Iscgrim 
was almost stricken blind ; in fact, it was a complete 
damper, and smarted excessively. He was comjrclled 
to rest while he cleared his eyes, an advantage which 
Rej’nard did not loose ; for he scratched n[) the dust 
with his feet, and threw it boldly in the eyes of his 
enemy, close under his nose, as he was thus em- 
ployed ; a feat which ctilled forth loud applause. 
This dust tormented sir Iscg^rim worse than tlie 
brush, and he ventured to follow him no longer. 
His eyes smarted so sorely, that he sought to wash 
the dust away, at which Reynard ran in upon him, 
and gave him three severe wounds upon his head 
with his teeth, saying, “ Have I bit you, sir Iscgrim ? 
I will soon bite you better. You have killed many 
a lamb, and many an innocent beast, and would give 
me the credit of it, but you shall find the price of 
your knavery’. I am now sent to punisli thy sins, 
and I will give thee thy absolution bravely. It is good 
thou use patience. I will make a hell of thy pur- 
gatory, for thy life will be at my mercy. Yet if thou 
wilt kneel down and crave forgiveness, confessing 
thyself vanquished, though thou ait the vilest crea- 
ture living, I will spare thy life, for such is my pity 
that I am loth to kill thee.” These words made 
sir Isegriin mad and desperate, so that he could find 
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no >ent to his fur), for hts wounds bled, his eyes 
smarted, and his whole frame was oppressed 

In the height of his fury he raised up his foot, 
and hit the fox so severe a blow, that he felled 
him to the ground But sir Rejmrd being nimble, 
quickly rose, and fiercely encountering the wolf, a 
dreadful and doubtful combat began Ten times 
the wolf leaped upon sir Rc)nard, m the hope of 
catching or killing him, but his skin ^va5 so slippery 
and oily that he could not hold him Nay, so ex- 
tremely active was he in the fight, that when the 
wolf thought he had him m the surest, he would shift 
himself between hia legs, and under liis bollj, each 
time dealing the wolf a bite, or a brush on the face 
vTith his tail, that poor sir Iscgnm was almost re 
duced to despair 

Various wounds and bilings passed on either side, 
the One achieved by cunning, the other by violence, 
the one expressing fury, the other temperance At 
length sir Isegnm enraged tliat the combat had con- 
tinued so long, for had his feet been sound it would 
have been much shorter, he said to himself, “ I will 
make an end of this fight, it is too long, and I 
know my very weight is enough to emsh him to 
pieces I am now losing my reputation in fighting 
with him at all This said, he struck Reynard ano- 
ther severe blow upon his head, and again felled him 
to the ground Ere he could recover himself and 
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arise, he caught the fox in his feet, and thrusting 
him under him, he lay upon him with his whole 
weight thinking to stifle him. 

Now Reynard began to be seriously alarmed, while 
sir Isegrim’s friends shouted for joy; but the fox 
tliough he ceased to joke, defended himself manfully 
with his claws stretched as he was upon the ground. 
When the Avolf thus pressing and biting him, sought 
to put an end to his existence, the fox bit him again 
in the belly, and repelled his attempts at Avorrying 
him Avith his fore claAvs, so that he aetually tore the 
skin betAveen the Avolf’s eyebroAvs. His ears bled and 
one of his eyes was hanging out of his head ; he 
howled out in great extremity, and as he A\’as Aviping 
his face Reynard took an opportunity of regaining 
his legs. But the wolf striking fmiously after him 
again caught him in his arms, and held him fast. 
Never Avas Reynard in such straits before, and fierce 
Avas now the struggle between them. Passion made 
the Avolf forget his smart ; and griping 'the fox under 
him, he got his hand into his mouth and nearly bit it 
off. Then spoke sir Isegrim to Reynaixl ; “ Yield 
thyself vanquished, or else I Avill certainly slay thee ; 
neither thy dust, thy brush, thy mocks, or any more 
subtle inventions shall noAV save thee : thou art 
■utterly desperate.” When the fox heard this, he 
■thought there was little choice left, as either Avoidd 
be his ruin. But there being no time to lose, he said : 
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“ Dear uncle, since fortune will so hate it, I yield to 
jour commands, I will travel for jou to the Holy 
Land or nny other <ort of pilgrimage , yea, or perform 
any service most beneficial to your Soul mid the souls 
of jour forefathers I will obey you, as I would obey 
the king or our holy father the pope I will hold my 
lands find tenements from jou as tsell os Uie rest of 
my kindred ^ou shall be a lord of many loitls, and 
none shall dare to mo\c Against you Whatctcr, I 
catch, whether pullets, gecwi, partridges, or j lover, 
flesh or fish, you, yviur wife nnd children, shall ever 
have the first choice Again, wo arc so near m 
blood that nature forbids there should be any long 
enmity between us , and I would not hav'c fought 
against you had I been sure of victory lou first 
appealed and then of necessity 1 must do my utmost, 
yet even in this battle I have bocli courteous to you 
and not acted as I should to a stringer, for well I 
know It is the duly of a nephew to spikt his uncle, 
which you might easily perceive from my running 
from you I might have often hurt you when I re- 
fused, nor are you any worse except for the blemish 
m your eye, for which I am sony and irish it had not 
happened I Uierefore humbly beseech you that you 
will permit poor Ucynard to live , I know you might 
kill me, but what will that avail you, when you can 
never live in safety for fear of the revenge of my km*- 
dred’ Temperance m wrath is an excelfcnt thing, 
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while rashness is still the mother of repentance. You, 
uncle, I know to he valiant, wise, and discreet, you 
rather seek honor, peace, and good fame than blood 
and revenge.” To this sir Iscgrim replied, “ Tliou 
infinite dissembler ; thou wouldst fain be free from 
tlie badge of my servitude. It is well I understand 
thee, and know that if thou wert safe on thy feet, 
thou would’st soon forswear this submission. But 
all the wealth in the world shall not purchase thy 
ransom. For thee and thy friends I esteem them 
not, nor believe a word of what thou hast uttered. 
I am no bird for thy lime bush, chaff cannot deceive 
me. Thou would’st triumph bravely were I to credit 
thee ; but know that I have wit to look both on this 
side and beyond thee. Thy innumerable deceits 
have armed me against thee ; and look upon me and 
my wounds, and then say if thou hast spared me. 
Thou did’st not even give me time to breathe, nor 
will I now give thee time to repent in ; for thou hast 
dishonored me in every mode thy villainy could 
devise.” 

Now whilst sir Isegrim was thus prating, Reynard 
was thinking how he might best get free, so thrusting 
his other hand Avhich -was at liberty down under his 
belly, he caught sir Isegrim fast between the legs, 
and wrung him so extremely, that he made him 
shriek and howl out with anguish. Then the fox 
drew his other hand out of his mouth, for sir Isegrim 
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to condole witli him, now' advanced to greet him, seek- 
ing to become his attendants, for to him who has 
earned honor fresh honors and graces will flock in, while 
losers meet only with contempt. Alas, poor Isegrim ! 
there now followed in the train of Reynard, the 
Beaver, the Otter, and both their wives, Pauntecrote 
and Ordigale, along with the Ostrole, the Martin, 
and the Fitchews, the Ferret, the Squirrel, and num- 
bers more than we can name, all because he was the 
victor. Many who had most bitterly complained of 
him, swore they were nearest of kin, and proffered 
their services to him with all humility. For such is 
the fashion of the world ; he who is rich and in favor 
wll never want abundance of friends ; every one will 
pretend to like him, and imitate his folly and retail 
his falsehoods. 

Accordingly there was a .'solemn feast proclairhed 
on the part of Reynard’s friends, at which all kind of 
honors were to be heaped upon him; trumpets 
sounded, comets winded their horns, and the music 
was followed by thanksgivings for his glorious victory. 
Sir Reynai’d received all his friends with courtesy, - 
and returned thanks, with evident gratification and 
delight. He concluded by requesting their opinion 
whether or not he should yield his victory into 
the king’s hands, instead of taking sir Isegriin’s life ? 
to which his faithful relation lady Slopard made 
answer: ‘‘ Yes, by all means, cousin ; it is a point of 
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honor, and I do not sec how you can refuse.” The 
rest agreed, and the marshals tlicn led the way into 
the king’s presence, escorting Reynard on each side, 
with trumpets, fifes and timbrels, playing as the pro- 
cession went along. 

When sir Reynard came licfore the king, he fell on 
his kncM ; but hts majesty bade him n<c, and said : 
*‘Sir Reynard, you may well rejoice for you haic thfc 
day won signal honor. On this account I discharge 
you and set you free ; to go whither your own plea- 
sure leads ; all former quarrels I take upon myself, 
and will hate tlicm well discussed by tlie\vi>c5t heads 
m the kingdom, as soon ns Isegnm’s wounds, if c\cr, 
shall be cured At that time I wilt take care to ac- 
quaint you, and then proceed to judgment m tliese 
matten ” 

“ Most excellent and dreaded lord, the king 1” re- 
plied the fox, I am well satisfied wiUi e\erj' tlung 
that shall please yoti ; yet when I first came to your 
majesty's court, there were many malicious persons 
whom I never injured, who sought my life Tlicy bc- 
heted they should overpower me by uniting witli my 
worst enemies, for they imagined tliat tlio wolf was 
more m faiour with your majesty tlian I myself This 
was the ground of their mdignation, wherein they only 
shewed their simplicity, which was unable to avert the 
catastrophe that followed. 

“ Such men, my lord, arc like a great kennel of 
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hounds, which I once saw standing' upon a dunghill 
near a great lord’s house, where they were waiting for 
what they could catch ; expecting their feeders were 
not far off. Shortly they saw a hound run out of the 
lord’s kitchen with a good fat rib of beef in his mouth. 
But the cook was in pursuit, and got so close as to 
throw a pail of hot scalding water upon his hind quar- 
ters, though like a stout dog, he still kept hold of his 
prey. His companions beholding him, said : * O, 
how much art thou indebted to the good cook who 
has doTibtless given thee that fine bone so well lined 
with flesh.’ But the dog replied, ‘ You speak, friends, 
according to what you see ; — not according as I feel. 
You see me with this good bone in my mouth, but 
you do not feel the smarting upon my buttocks. 
Please only to look -upon me behind, and you will 
find the price I have paid for it.’ His friends then 
perceived how badly he was scalded ; both hair and 
hide were flayed clean away ; and they looked aghast 
and sorrowful at the torment he suffered in his loins. 
Finding, too, he was such an unlucky dog, they re- 
nounced all farther acquaintance Avith him, and ran 
away. So likewise, my lord, do these false and un- 
worthy beasts, when they arc made lords, and gaining 
their desire, think they become mighty and renowned. 
Tlien they begin to grind the faces of the poor and 
needy, eating them up like hungry and savage hounds ; 
for these are the dogs with bones in their mouths. 
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though they deserve to get their buttocks well scalded. 
"Yet no man muvt dare to meddle with them, or offend 
them , but rather praise all their actions, while many 
assist them m their unlawful actions in order that they 
may be allowed to lick their fingers for some share of 
their extortions Oh, my dear lord , how can such 
men walk safely while thus blindfold , — how can they 
expect any thing but a shameful fall, when taking 
such uncertain steps ’ Neither can we pity them when 
their works come to light, — perpetual curses and re- 
proaches must follow them to the r graves after their 
rum is accomplished Many of these have lost their 
jackets — namely their friends, like the thievish hound, 
and have none left to cover their misdeeds , while 
their formei companions desert them as the whole 
skinned hounds did the scalded dog 
“ My gracious lord, I beseech )ou remember this 
moral example , and it will no way impair the great- 
ness of youi virtues, foi doubtless many of these ra- 
venous extoiting creatures are under your subjection, 
both m towns, cities, and great lords houses These 
are they who outface the poor , barter their freedom 
and privileges, and accuse them of actions of which 
they never dreamed —all to make up the sum of 
their own prnate projects But Heaven has still 
judgment in reserve for them, when they reach their 
Ignominious end , for they are guilty of errors of 
which none can justlj accuse me, or any of my kin- 
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dred ; — we can always acquit ourselves nobly of the 
same. I fear no creature’s accusations ; — not I ; for 
the fox will still be the fox, though a host of foes try 
to oiitswear me. For you, my dread lord, you I 
adore above all mortal beings ; nor shall any art or 
devices divert me from you ; — I will abide by you to 
the last gasp. Malice, I am aware, has belied me, 
and told your majesty the contraiy, yet I have always 
disproved its accusations and so will do to the last 
moment of my existence”*. 


CHAP. XXIII. 

IIO\S' THE KIKO PAnDONED SIR nEYNAED ALL TIIINOS ; MADE 
HIM THE GHEATEST EOIID IN’ THE HAND J AND HOW HE 
HETORNED IN TRIOMril HOME, ATTENDED BY ALE IIIS 
KINDRED. 

His majesty then made answer as follows : “ Sir 
Reynard, you arc one, I think, who owes me homage 

• In like manner, we are informed liy sir Reynard tliat his 
father, who enjoyed the high oflice of lord chancellor under the 
late lion king’s reign had equally wcH succeeded ; and even 
extracted sir Isegrim’s liver for its medicinal properly. Doubt- 
less the chancellorship was hereditary in sir Reynard’s family, 
and possessed by the hero of the story, as ho himself declares 
that his father’s treasury was concealed at Crekenpit near Hus- 
terloe. — Ed. 
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and fealty, if ever subject did , and long I trust I 
shall live to enjoy it Here, for your past services I 
elect you one of my pnvy council Take heed you 
do not shew any backsliding, or any unworthy han- 
kering after old tncks , for I am about to place you 
in full power and authority as you formerly were I 
hope you will administer justice equitably and truly*. 
For as long as you apply your policy to right views 
and actions, so long the court will cherish you, for 
you are a star whose lustre exceeds all others, espe- 
cially in prying into mischief and preventing it Re- 
member, therefore, the moral you yourself related to 
me, and attach youraelf to truth and equitj 

“ Hencefonvard I will be governed by your wis- 
dom, and not any subject breathing throughout my 
kingdom shall offer you the least insult or injury, 
but I will highly resent U This you shall proclaim 
through all the cation, of which you shall become 
chief minister, — the office of lord high chancellor 
I here freely confer upon you, and I know that you 
may reap great honor as wdl as profit theieby ” 

All Reynard’s fnends and kindred humblj thanked 
the king, when he informed them that it was much 

* From this it woald indeed appear that sir Keynard had 
before presided over the court of equity, an office from which he 
must have been pro tempore suspended owing to the heavy ac 
eusauons brought against bun, over which he finally tnumphed 
—Ed 
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short of what he intomled to <lo for them, attlicsainc 
time advising them all to admonish Tlcvnard to he 
careful of his faith :md lovallv. Lady Rukoiiard then 

^ m • 

observed : “ Believe me, my lord, we will not fail in 
that' point ; for should he fail there, of which there is 
no danger, we shoidd all renotince him.” The foY 
too thanked the king with fair and cmirtcous words, 
saying, “ Nay, my gmciotis lord ajuJ master 1 am 
not worthy ! — far from worthy of these high honors, 
yet I will ever study with my best service to deserve 
them, nor shall my best advice ever be wanting.” 
And this said, he took his humble leave of tbe king, 
and then departed with the rest of his friends and 
kindred. 

Meanwhile Bruin the bear, 'I'ib'crt the cat, and sir 
Isegrim’s wife, with her children, had been busily em- 
ployed in conveying their vancpiished relation from 
the field. They laid him upon soft litter and hay; 
covered him very warm, and dressed his wounds, to the 
number of twenty-three, assisted by sojuc of the most 
skilful surgeons. Me was exceeding sick, and his 
weakness was such that all sense of feeling was lost. 
So they nibbed and chafed him on the temples and 
under the eyes, till he recovered from his swoon, and 
howled so loud, that all stood equally shocked and 
amazed to hear him. Mis physicians instantly gave 
him cordials, with a sleeping draught to allay the 
sense of his torments ; at the same time they con- 
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soled his wife, assunng her there was no kind of danger 
from his w ounds, tnough they might long pro\ e trouble- 
some. So the court broke up and erery beast re- 
turned to his o^Yn home. 

But chief, among the departures, sir Reynard the 
fox took his leave of the king and queen, both their 
majesties requesting that he would not long be ab- 
sent from them. To this he answered, that he should 
make a point of bemg ready at iheit semce, as was 
his bounden duty; and not only he himself, but the 
whole of his fr.ends and kindred- Then cra'ing leave 
of his majesty, with all due solemnity, and smooth 
speech, he departed from the court.* 

• And was there ever couruer flattered more bravely and 
snccesafutiyl He that could Wst as much, might well he 
master of the eight bberal eaences , asd no lord, whether spi- 
ntual or temporal, hut would have an ear open for his pIea«aQt 
language. Hor did sir Heynard die without issue, inasmuch as 
he has left lus socressors in almost all parts of the world. In- 
deed, he who IS not in some degree allied to him xq the art of 
simulation and dissimulation will hardly prosper as the world 
goes , for though he may want the foe a hair, if he have his 
heart, he will be pretty generally accepted. 

Plain dealing is now in eale, while avarice and fraud occupy 
his vacant tenements , neither the pope’s palace, nor the 
prmce's court being exempted from then visits 

Money is now become the great favounle of the age, the idol 
of the church, and the cotmtry’s worship for itcan purchase all 
things, defend aSl things, and eonfoimd all things Thus mad- 
men travel all over the worid m puwmt of this folly and this 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Along •vvitli Reynard, all his friends and kindred, 
to the amount of forty, took tlieir leave of the 
king, and accompanied him ; being proud that he 
had so well sped, and stood so fair in the king’s favor 
For now he had power enough to advance whom he 
best pleased, and pull down any who envied his 
fortune. 

After a pleasant tour, sir Reynard and his friends 
approached the castle of Malepardus, where each in 
noble and courteous guise, took leave of the other, 
while sir Reynard himself shewed especial politeness 
to each and all. He thanked them for the singular 
love and honor he had received from them, and pro- 
tested that they might always count upon him as their 
faithful and humble servant; bound to .serve them in 

fashion ; and he who is not a true fox, is but a beast of low esti- 
mation, go whither he will. 

This is the world’s custom, and what it will at length end 
in, the wise man can neither judge nor imagine ; only he knows 
that such heinous sins as falsehood, theft, murder, and ambition 
can never walk but hand in hand with judgment. From which I 
heartily pray that the hand of the Most High will defend us, and 
lead us to walk in those paths which are agreeable to piety and 
virtue. With this 1 conclude, as these are not fit themes for me 
to treat of, since at the last day, every one is sure to give an 
account upon his own responsibility . — Old Eng, Comm, 
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all things, as far as his life and property might be 
serviceable 

With tlve«e words, be shook hands, and hastened 
to rejoin lady Ermelrn, who welcomed him home with 
great tenderness To her and his children he related 
at large all the wonders he had gone through at 
court, not omitting the minutest circumstance They 

all felt proud of his high fortune, and that they were 
so neatly related to him Henceforward the fox 
spent hia days ivith his wife and children as much as 
possible, wth infinite joy and content Now who 
ever shall aver more or less of the fox, than you have 
here heard, I would nothaieyou place much reliance 
on his report, only this which you have already 
heard or read, you may believe as much as you please 
Nevertheless, if any refuse, he shall not be accounted 
heretical and contumacious, since only he who said 
It, can give full credit to it, though it is certain that 
many in this world beheve the things they have not 
seen * 

* Thus there are maay plays both of a coouc and moral kmd 
represeating matters that oever were, merely for the beaedt of 
the example , shewing how men may best shun vice and pur 
sue virtue la the same manner this book, containing matters 
of jest may yet if senously considered supply much moral in 
stmction and wisdom well worth your consideration Neither 
goodness nor good men wiU be found discredited , all things are 
spoken of generally, and e»eiy one may take lus own share as 
his conscience shall best insliuct him. If any here find himself 
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too like himself, let him mend his -ways, and remoi^e the resem; 
blance, and if any other he clear, let him hold on his path, and 
avoid stumhling. So if any lake offence or distaste, let him 
likewise not blame me, hut the fox, inasmuch as both the lan- 
guage and the morals are his own. Old Eng, Comm, 
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It would be difiicuU to bound* to ibt- po- 
pulant) of this ancient representative of t!ic pnciical 
jolwes and accoroplishmcnts of Ins counlrytncti; more 
especially at a period wlicii the pcojdc were nil 
and their liamlcts laid waste by the rohlwr lLni^hU» 
while they hnguisheil under Uic oppression of lUeif 
own feudal lords Tint thcadscnlurtsoflJic “ Uoor’s 
&on/' became thus early familiar, would appear no 
less from its general currency Uiaii from iLs rcpcatctl 
reprints and scrsions into other tonpics ordnltcU 
AVe are informed by M Gotres^ that Eultnspic^cl 

•”Deit>iedcrc«m«lco«Xul«tj«rgr1,i'ir llie wonlcrfal 
and rare llwtory of Tb^l Ovr)g)a«», a p«u3ut • KJa, wLo^a* 
born la tbe land of Urun»wwk here Tfadernl froia ibe '•aioa 
dialect lato good Hi’h Duub aod now newly aujiueaied and 
improved, with severa) qmmt figurei, being alto^^eilier rcry 
pleasant to read as well ss adipted fgr plcaiing inslwcuon " 
Such is the tide of the popular Book of this juj ic Le,o, u 
It IS found m the Folhsbucher ofOuncs 

t Account of Geixoaa popular worts, such as iley h„e been 
presexTcd by accident or by ment, from the eailim |inod lo 
the present Jleidelberg, J607, 
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first appeared in 1483, in tlie Lower Saxon dicdect, 
alUiough this first edition is no longer to be mctwitli. 
Tire earliest one now extant, is that published at 
Augsburgh, in 4to, 1540, mentioned by Koch, and 
preserved in the Wolffenbuttel librarj-. It was first 
translated into High Dutch, by Thomas IMumer, a 
Franciscan friar, who flourished about the period of the 
reformation. From the large old edition, complete 
in 4to, published at Strasburg, 1543, it -would seem 
that Howleglass took both sides of the question, 
and bestowed equal ribaldry and abuse upon both 
religious parties, turning his witticisms into an eccle- 
siastical channel; insomuch that, on the Lutheran 
side, he added ten more practical jests upon tlie ad- 
ventures of Pope and priestcraft, to the ninety and 
two, his usual number. After “ beating the drum 
ecclesiastic” alternately to the annoyance of both 
parties, the fame of Howleglass spread to other na- 
tions, and he assumerl a French dress as early as 
1559; besides being t\vice converted into Latin Iam- 
bics, and subsequently into otlier tongues. Among 
others, his adventures appeared in Low Dutch, 1013, 
at Rotterdam, under tlie title of “ Historie van Thyl 
Ulenspiegel, van sin Schalcke Boeverijen, die im 
bedreven heeft see ghe noech lije, met schoone 
figuren History of TyeU Howleglass, of his roguish 
tricks and adventures, &c. But above all he seems 
to have proved most acceptable to the peasantry in 
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the mtenor of Switzerland, those stout genuine moun- 
tain dwellers, whose superior strength, cheerful in- 
dustry, and whose whole spmt continue still so ex- 
actly congenial to the species of iMt which prevails 
throughout the ivork, the same liappy ribaldry, m 
the good sense of the word, which is conferred, and 
which can only be conferred, by nature 

“ Bold, genuine, and characteristic humour,” 
continues Gorres, “ is the stulF of which the work is 
composed— a national storehouse of amusement 
from which each successive generation has largely 
drawn, a true family expositor of merriment, well 
adapted to catch the popular car, and keep up in- 
cessant laughter It is quite clear from its tone and 
form, however rhapsodical, that the whole work is 
the result of a concatenation of fables, throughout 
different times , the representation of an entire class, 
of which it forms the monument, gradually raised by a 
combined national spint and humor of the people, 
like an edifice which no single hand could possibly 
complete Hence the entertainment it affords con- 
sists of the ornamental coloring and display of the 
people s characteristics, among whom it took its rise, 
we think we see, converse, and even jest with them , 
until we seem to jom with their famous hero in his 
tricks and devices, and that peculiar satire and ri- 
baldry which the German peasantry acknowledge for 
their own 
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“ Here too we have the rude untutored kind of 
wit, rather the rcsvdt of sheer strength, and flow of 
spirits, than of reflection, and which is pronounced 
by higher authorities unseemly and low, although it 
really never falls into scurrility or obscenity in its 
jests, 

‘‘ Should we even imagine we trace such a tendency, 
let us recollect that the comic scenes of Aristophanes, 
are scarcely of a higher character, and that the 
whole Athenian public scrupled not to hasten from 
the statues and temples of their Gods to enjoy tlie 
whimsical creations of the poet in all their naked 
power. And truly inasmuch as our contracted edu- 
cation has gradually brought us to an absurd degree 
of nicety and affectation, which in opposition to' na- 
ture, pretends to blush at her' gifts, while it does not 
abstain from indulging in quite as inelegant pursuits 
as those it condemns, for such our hero Howleglass 
woidd form a good antidote ; and make a good iron- 
ical apostrophe to the contempt of .the proud and 
arrogant, in order to remind them that they likewise 
are formed of flesh and blood, and belong to the 
earth,” 

The humor of the work, however, is not invariably 
of a low and rustic kind ; it often rises to the rank of 
genuine facetiousness and wit, as in the merry ad- 
venture -with the beehive; and with the twelve blind 
men to whom the hero pretends to give twelve floiTns, 
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**Tlie«e arc onlj a few amon^ Ilowlcglass’s speci- 
jnens of wit and worth Indcctl he represents and 
personifies as itwcre, with singular tnith and fclicitj, 
the peciilianties of each rank and proftssion» m a 
rustic garb, and while lie indulges lliroughout an 
ironical «cnousncss of expression, there is always sure 
to follow some cro«s or contradictory action, calcu- 
lated to entertain us afresh 

“ In this xray he runs the gauntlet through all ranks 
of society, not cren spanng courts, thou^li he soon 
wiUidraivs ogam from these last; he stops no where, 
he xnll engage himself to no single master, hut puptes 
himself upon being a rogue whollj upon his own ac- 
count lie stands m proud opposition to the court- 
fool of a somewhat earlier date, never forgetting that 
HE IS the people’s fool, whom it is his ofiice to 
amuse As such he has been handed down to our 
own limes, and though great princes ha>e long been 
of opinion, that the office is now become superfluous, 
the people are of another opinion, and ha\D not per- 
mitted their popular tnbunc with the caps and bells 
to lose his station It would indeed be doing them 
the highest injustice m this respect, to cast the least 
aspersion, much more ao to lay the hand of power 
upon their favourite fool and champion, by cjectin" 
him from the sanctuary he has so long enjoyed 
>Surely no oue would be so cruel as to wish to destroy 
the only little edifice be has dedicated to popular 

VOL. I It 
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merriment, amidst the innumerable • temples and 
obelisks of pride by which it is every where sur- 
rounded.” — Gottcs DentchcT Folksbuchcr, p. 195-200- 

In regard to Howleglass himself, it is supposed 
that he ceased to jest about the year 1380, and his 
tomb-stone may be seen to this day, at Mollen near 
Lubeck, under a large lime tree, with its appropriate 
device of an owl and a looking glass, car\’ed upon 
the stone. This symbol, together with his allego- 
rical name, plainly enough betoken his want of per- 
sonality ; while the owl, which he adyanced as his 
emblem, furnishes us with a pretty correct index to 
his character; being remarkably sly and mischievous 
in its way, sportive and quick-sighted, as a good 
mouser ought to be, and as brisk and thievish as the 
patron of thieves himself. 

To this national eulogy upon his merits, may b( 
added some further notice of them, contained in 
very able and amusing critique upon the antiquitic 
of nursery literature,*' from which it will be seen thf 
the fame of our light-footed hero, had early mar 
the tour of Europe, and excited emulation rvherev 
it went. “Howleglass stands as the leader of 
merry troop; Tom Tram the son-in-law of Motl 
Winter, Tom Stitch the tailor, and Tom Long 
carrier of the men of Gotham, follow in his tn 
whose penny histories, all imitated from his ‘ ml' 

* ATrt. 41, of Ujg Quarterly^Ileview. 
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Jeste’ arc now vitrourahles Tljej all belong to the 
ancient, and noble, and widely dispersed f-unily of 
Tom Fool, which has obt'imcd sucli prc-cmincncc 
and dignitj in church and state, throughout all 
Christendom * In the land of Sassen,* sijs old 
Copland, *mthe village of Keeling, there dwelled a 
man that was named Ivicholia Howlcglass, that had 
a wife named Wjnche, thatlajc a child bed m the 
same vilhge, and that childc was bom to chnsten- 
mg, and named Tj ell Ilowli^lass It were long to 
detail his fearful jokes which sometimes brought him 
to the gallows, )ct saved him from the halter lie 
was huned with his coflin standing on one end, as 
the visitants at the abbey believe of Den Jonson . . * 
“Our English translation of the * Slcrry Jeste* of 
a man that was called Howlcglass, and of many 
raaivclous thmges and jestes that he did m his lyfe 
m Eastland, was imprinted at I^ndon in Tames 
streete, at the Vintre, m Three Craned tVarre, by 
■\Vyllyam Copland 

“ According to the technical phrase, it was done 
into English from the High Dutch Tlicre is also 
a Flemish translation, which, well purified from all 
aspersions on holy church, is now a class book m 
Flanders The Flemish faithful are eamcstlj warned 
not to purchase * The shameful edition prmted at 
Amsterdam, by Brother Janez, m tlic Burgvval, at 
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the sign of the ‘Silver Can/ the same being ^cal- 
culated to vex and scandalize all good catholics. 

The translation here mentioned by the reviewer, 
is to be found at the British Museum, and is supposed 
to be an unique but imperfect copy. It likewise di .ers 
in it& arrangement from other translations, as appea 
from a French copy which professes to be a literal 
version from the old German, and which was com- 
municated to the editor, by the kindness of Mr. 
Douce. Along with the old translation of Howle- 
glass, appear several other ancient traditions of a 
more chivalric cast, such as Eglamoure of Artoys, 
sir Tryamoure, &c. with the still more ancient story 
of Virgilius, likewise imperfect. The editor is 
further informed by Mr. Douce, who, in his French 
Howleglass above mentioned, refers to all the known 
authorities respecting him, that there exists a set of 
cuts intended for the work, in some copies of Lag- 
niet’s Proverbs. — Brunet, ii. 28. 

The introduction to the woik, inserted in the old 
English translation of Wyllyam Coplande, with which 
we here conclude, as our best apology, will be found 
to run as follows ; affording a pretty accurate cri- 
terion of its general style. 

“ For the great desyring and praying of my good 
friends ; and I the first vuiter of this boke might 
not deny them ; thus have I compiled and gathered 
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much knavishness and fal&eness of one Howleglass, 
made and done withm his life, which Howleglass 
died the year of our Lord, m ccccl Nowe I de- 
syre to be pardoned botli before ghostly and worldly, 
as foie hi^h and lowe, afore noble, and imnoble 
And right lowly I requyte all those who shall hear 
or reade tins, (my ignorance to excuse ) For this 
fable is not only to renewe the mmdes of men or 
women of all degrees, from the use of sadnesse, to 
passe the tyme with laughter or myrthe , and for be- 
cause the symple knowing personnes should beware, 
if folks can see Methinke it be better to passe the 
tyme with such a mery jeste, and laugh thereat, and 
doo no synne, than for to wepe and do synne So 
let us heare howe Howleglass, as he was borne, was 
chrystened thro tyme«i upon one daye ’ 


UOW HOWLEGLASS WAS TBBEB TINES SAPIJ8ED OH IHB SAME 
J DAT THAT UK WAS BORN 

In til. and of Saxony, at a place called Cavellmg, 
near the river of the same name, Howleglass was, 
in the first place, born His fathers name was 
Nicholas, and that of his mother Anne Ulbeke 
They carried their son to Amplement to receive bap 
tism, and ga\e him the name of Thyl Howleglass 
After being baptised, he was carried into a tavern, 
where the whole party, as in many places is the 
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custom, Avere very merry over the said child’s bap- 
tism, gossips, godfather, and godmother and all. 

The good cheer ended, nurse was carrying the 
young gentleman home again : but whether from a 
drop too much, or some other cause, it is certain that 
she tripped in crossing the bridge, and dropped -with the 
said infant, into the water. Both would infallibly have 
been drowned ; had they not obtained speedy assist- 
ance. As it was, however they reached the house 
in safety, prepared a cauldron of hot water, in all 
haste, and by way of antidote, gave the child a warm 
bath, which he required no less for the very bespat- 
. tered condition he was in : (and indeed it was an 
awful muddy place into which both had fallen.) 

By such means Howleglass was baptised three 
times upon the same day ; once at church, once in 
the river, and once in a warm bath. 


THE ANSWERS MADE BY HOAVLEGLASS TO A MAN WHO 

inquired his way. 

One day Howleglass’s parents were gone out, 
leaving him, while still a very little fellow, by himself 
in the house. It happened that a certain knight was 
jogging along that way, or rather out of his way, and 
seeing nobody, he went to the door, and thrusting 
himself half way through, he inquired if there were 
no one there ? “Yes,” retorted Howleglass, “ there is 



HOWLEGLASS. 


151 


i man and a half, and the head of a horse ; for you 
are half in and half out, with your horse’s head : and 
here am I a whole man.” “ And where the deuce 
are thy father and mother, my little chuiU” cried the 
man. ' “ IVliy, my father is just gone to make bad 
worse, and my mother is seeking either shame or 
loss.” The man inquired, <‘Howso?” ‘*Sir,my father 
is making a bad road worse ; he is delving ditches 
to keep folks off his field ; and my mother is gone to 
get a loan of some bread. Now, if she return her 
kind lender less (as I think) it ivill be a great shame, 
and if she cheat folk it will be worse.” 

The person next asked whether he could go com- 
fortably that way 1 " Aye, aye ; go where the goose 
goes/’ returned the lad, pointing to a dock of geese. 
On turning his horse’s head, the man saw the geese 
take to the water, and he exclaimed, “ Why, you 
rogue, the geese are flown into the pool.” “ You, 
should go where the goose was then going, I say, 
not where she flew.” To this the tra\eller had no 
answer to make, but obeyed, wondering at the subtle 
answers of a mere child. 


now LITTLE nOWLEGIA&S. RIDIWO BEtttNO 1119 FATHER ON 
lIOR9EBi< E, SIIEWI D til CB CUNNI'O AND MALICE. 

Soon there came bitter complaints, almost every day 
repeated, by the neighbours, to Master Howleglass’s 



father, assuring him what a malicious rogue Ins son 
was ; for he was wicked from tlie time he could walk, 
and even shewed his malice in the cradle. He would 
hide his head under the hed clothes, turn up his 
legs where his head should he, and make the most 
odd leaps and antics ever witnessed in a child. 
But when he had reached ten years old, his tricks 
giew so numerous and intolenible, and the com- 
plaints of the neighbours so loTid, that his father 
took him roundly to task, saying, " llow comes it 
that every' body calls you such a malicious little 
wretch Howlcglass, in his defence, declared that 
he did no body any harm, “ But if you wish to be 
convinced, father, and believe your own eyes, let me 
ride behind you, on your old Dobbin : and I dare 
say they will still continue to find faidt.” So his 
father mounted him behind him, on the horse, and 
as they jogged along, Howleglass seeing some 
neighbours approach, pulled up his little coat be- 
hind, as a salutation to them as they passed. 
“ There’s a malicious little knave for you,” they 
cried aloud, as they went by ; upon which the urchin 
said to his father, “ You see I did them no harm, and 
yet they will call me nick names.” 

His father next placed him before him, as they 
rode along, when Howleglass began to pidl the 
most ugly faces ever seen, mocking and lolling his 
tongue at every body, as they w’ent by ; all Avhich 
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his father could not see. “ Look at that wicked 
htUe wretch!” was the cry! And upon this his father 
quite losing patience, said: **Aye, thou wertbom 
m an unlucky hour ; for though thou hold thy tongue 
all revile thee, and though thou sit as quiet as a 
lamb, the children run out of thy way.” Soon after, 
his father, quite lexed at such injustice, changed his 
abode, going to a village near Magdeburgh, to which 
his wife belonged ; and no long time after this, he 
died Howleglass’s mother continued to live with 
her son, eating and drinking what they could get ; 
for his mother shortly grew very poor, and Howle- 
glass would learn no trade * only at the age of sixteen, 
he had learnt to dance upon a tope, along with some 
other mountebank tricks. 


now nOWLtCLASS FSLL FROU Tnt TiCUT ROPE INTO THE 
^VATES, AVD BOW HE TOOK VEKCEAHCB UPON THOSE WHO 
BAD aiAOE HIU FALL. 

It happened one day, as Howleglass was amusing 
himself with dancing upon his tight rope which he 
had made fast across a pool of water, the better to 
shew his dexterity, that a number of idle urchins had 
gathered round to see. One of them bethought him 
of a trick, and taking out his knife he cut the cord at 
one end, and ffowieg/ass went souse into the water to 
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the great merriment of the rest, who left him to get 
out as he best could. This made liim both very dirty 
and very angry, hut he held his peace, declaring that 
it was a good joke, and that he would come again 
the next morning and shew them something new. 
This he did; for the, next morning after having ex- 
hibited some time upon his rope, he said to the boys ; 
“ Now you shall see a wonderful thing, if you will 
only each of you hand me here his right shoe.” Some 
of the parents of the children who were there, be- 
lieving he said true, and curious to learn what it 
could be, gave them to him ; when, after keeping them 
for some time, and the young urchins becoming cla- 
morous, he threw them -back all in a heap, telling 
each to take his own. A general struggle then took 
place, one falling over another, fighting, biting, and 
kicking, one laughed, another cried, one tore his 
hair, another puUed his companion’s, all exclaiming 
tins is mine and that is mine, until the parents them- 
selves mixed in the affray, and some good pitched 
battles were fought. It was now Howleglass’s turn 
to laugh, and mocking them to his heart’s content, 
he bade them try on their shoes, and being a capital 
swimmer he eluded all pursuit and escaped. Still 
he did not venture to shew his face among them 
again for some weeks, remaining in a very quiet 
domestic way at home, with his mother,.who rejoiced 
to see such a change, and thought he was bn the point 
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of reforming, little knowing the malicious tnck that 
he had played. 


□OW TSE MOTHER OF HOWLEOLISS ADUOVtSHED HIM, THAT 
SUE SHOUT SNOAGE HIM TO LEARK AN UOSEST TRADE. 

Dame Ulbeke, Howleglass’s mother, more and more 
delighted to observe her son’s retired and peaceable 
demeanour, forthwith thought to take advantage of 
it, and besought him to abandon his former perverse 
ways ; which brought her no money, as might have 
’ been the case by learning some honest trade. How- 
leglass then said : M) dear mother, what is bred m 
the hone will not come out of the flesh, and what is 
that which a man should dispose himself to, that 
would abide by him all his life? what a man thinks 
he will stick by.'’ That, indeed,” answered his 
mother, quite despairing, “ seems to be the case ; there 
has been no bread in the house these four days past, 
and if this is to continue only half one’s life, I know 
one had better be dead ” ** No, no," said Howie* 
glass “ that bears no resemblance to my words, for a 
poor man when he has nothing to eat will fast the 
fast of St. Nicolas, and when he has enough to eat, 
he enjoys a feast on St. Martm's evening ; and thus 
It IS with you, mother.” 
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now nOWI-EOLAFS ODTAINED DtlEAD FOn 1112 JIOTIICP.. 

But Vr'licn he saw his mother really without any 
bread, Howlcglass began to think it was time to think 
of providing her with some. For this purpose, he 
walked into the village of Sastard, where he entered 
a baker’s shop, and inquired whether he had any 
objection to let his master have eighteen twopenny 
rolls of bread, half white, and the other half, brown. 
He then mentioned a gentleman’s name in the toHii, 
with whom he said he had just come to a certain 
hotel, adding that his master would of course pay him 
on delivery’, with which the baker was well pleased. 

. Now Howlcglass’s bread basket, a bag, had a 
hole in it, through which he contrived, as he was 
going along, to slip one of the loaves into the mud. 
Then throwing down the basket he said to the baker’s 
boy : “ I dare not for the life of me cany this loaf 
liome to my master; run back and change it ; I will 
wait for you here.” So away ran the baker’s boy, 
and away ran master Howlcglass exactly the other 
road. When the boy returned, his customer was no 
longer to be seen ; and after looking for him a little 
while he went back to his master. Then his master 
without even waiting to thrash liim, ran to the inn 
mentioned by Howlcglass, but no one knew who or 
where our hero was. Upon this the baker found he 
had been well choused, and that this was all he was 
ever likely to be paid for his bread. 
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In this way, Howleglass provided his mother with 
plenty of bread, saying, “ Dear mother, eat when 
you have it, and remember always to fast when you 
are without ” 


HOW BOWLtGLASa WAS KIDVAIPCD AWAY WHILE BE WAS 
ASLEEP IV A BEE HOUSE, HOW TUB nOBDERS LEIT UIU, AND 
HE BECAUE ACENTLtUAM’ftSERTANT 

Oi»E day Howleglass went along with his mother to 
the dedication feast, where he got quite fuddled at 
dinner and wished to go to sleep He tried to find 
out some nice quiet place where he might sleep in 
safety without mtemiptioo , and he wandered to the 
back of a Jew’s garden, a place where there was a 
number of bee-houses Having selected one of these, 
he got into it, and slumbered soundly until midnight, 
so that his mother thought he must have gone home 
before her alone This same night there cametuo 
Viliams to steal the Jew’s honey, and one said to the 
other, '‘We must judge by the weight , the heaviest 
store house will be the best” " Yes, we must steal 
by the weight,” returned his companion laughing, 
'‘fair toeight and they proceeded to try them all 
round 

Now these bee houses were long and deep, quite 
different to what are made m this country, and 
when they came to that which contamed Howleglass, 
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With his master by a field of growing hemp, the 
latter ordered him to spoil and root up the man’s 
field, for supplying hempen cords for the purpose of 
binding thieves and robbers upon the wheel , which 
Howleglass did also treating the mans field witli 
the greatest indignity m his power His lord, m 
truth, wa« one of those robber knights who infested 
hig/iwajs and tillages, and felt a particular antipathy 
to that kind of herb , but not content with treating 
the man s field of hemp in tins manner, Howleglass be- 
stowed the same sort of compliments upon his mas 
ter s property, both in and out of doors » upon which, 
being one day justly m dread of his resentment, he 
prudently made his escape from the castle and re 
turned no moie 


now B0WL1OXA3S NEXT BlnXP I11U3ELV TO A EBIEST 

Afteii Howleglass had brought himself clean off, 
he journeyed towards the land of Buddenslede , and 
at the Milage ofBnisedent he entered into the ser- 
vice of a priest who knew nothing of him His new 
master informed him that he would have a fine time 
of it, that he should eat and drink as ^vell as himself, 
or the servant maid, and that all he would have to do 
would be easy work, indeed only half work Then 
"Howleglass, pleased to ^ear this, said that he would 
do It well Now he soon observed that the priests 
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servant-maid had only one eye ; she was tlien pre- 
paring a couple of fowls for dinner, and she bade 
Howlcglass turn the spit. 

She went about her work; and when the fowls were 
roasted he sat down to eat one of them, for he was 
very hungry, and the priest had told him he was to 
eat of the best as well as he did ; and he did not 
stop for sauce. "When the girl came back to take 
dinner up, she said to Howleglass, “ Where is the 
other fowl; I left two roasting upon the spit?*’ 

“ hly good girl,” replied Howleglass, “ open your 
other eye, and you will then see them both,’’ at which 
the servant went into a great rage. She ran forth- 
with to complain to the priest : “ Your new seirant, 
sir, is mocking me ; he says I have only one eye ; 
I see but one fowl though 1 put two to roast.” Howle- 
glass, who had followed her, now said, “ That is true; 
but I told her that if she would open both eyes, she 
would sec both.” The priest replied : “ That is out 
of the question, for she has only one.” “ There,” cried 
Howleglass, “ you have said it; but not I.” “ At all 

events,” rejoined the priest, “ there is a fowl miss- 
ing,” “ Yes,” answered Howleglass, “ but I only 
eat one ; you said I was to live as well as my master 
and his maid, and I was afraid lest you should say 
the thing which is not, if both had gone up to table, 
and you had chanced to cat both. I was afraid you 
might perjure your o^vn soul ; therefore I eat.” The 
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pnest laughed and was satisfied, saying, “ TVIy good 
fellow, I am not to be disheartened ^for the loss of a 
chicken , but always do what my maid enjoins you 
to do " Howleglass said, “ I mil willingly do what- 
ever she requires of me ” Yet from that time forth, 
he made a point of doing only just half of what she 
commanded him; for if she wanted a pitcher of 
w'ater, he would bring it only half full, if she bade 
him clap a couple of faggots to the fire, he threw on 
only one , if she told him to give two feeds of hay to 
the cows, they had only one, if she said, “Howleglass, 
draw a jug of beer,” he brought it her only half full ; 
and thus with e\ ery thing else The girl at last re- 
solved to make another complaint to the pnest, who 
came to Howleglass m no very Christian temper of 
mmd'— “Whall my servant still finds fault with 
you , did not I tell you to do whatever she bid you ’ ’ 
Howleglass answered , “ Sir, I have done all that 
you ordered me, you told roe at the time that you 
engaged me that I should have an easy place , that it 
would only be half tiork” The priest laughed 
heartily , but his servant maid exclaimed m a great 
fume , “ Sir, if you resolve to keep this mischievous 
rogue in- your service any longer, I must leave it ’ 

It was no question with the pnest how he was to 
decide, and Howleglass received warning on account 
of the chamber-maid, at which he was not sorry for 
he said he hated to be eternally scolded by a blind 
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cliamber-maicl, who wanted him to do both halves of 
the Avork ; both his and her own. 


now nOWLEGLASS BEING IN AVANT OE BEADY CASH TO BAY 
niS HOST, rOUND A BUnSTITDTE. 

When HoAvleglass left his last master, he made 
such a good use of his legs, that he arrived at the 
city of Halberstadt in no time ; and boldly took up 
his quarters at one of the first inns. In about eight 
days, however, he had expended all his cash, at Avhich 
he felt a little uncomfortable, and not Avithout rea- 
son ; for his host had soon run up a long bill, both 
against lioAvleglass and his horse ; Avhich hoAv he 
came by, doth not appear. Finding that his host 
Avas at length getting angiy Avith him, he intreated 
him to have a little more patience, and that he should 
be no loser by it. . HoAA'leglass then sent a message 
to the toAvn crier, Avith a handsome fee, for him to 
proclaim the arrival of a stranger, Avho had brought 
along Avith him a curious animal made something like 
a horse, but Avhich had its head placed AA'here its tail 
ought to be. ’Meantime HoAvleglass tied his horse’s 
tail to the manger, and before the crowd had assem- 
bled, he had got out some little hand-bills, puffing in 
high stile, his ncAv exhibition. The town’s-people 
came running from all sides, thinking to behold some 
monster, or at least some rare sight. Before permit- 
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ting a single soul to enter the stable, he had secured 
a penny a head, 'without making any abatement for 
children. As fast as they came in and found how 
wittily they had been deceived, they could not help 
laughing at the hoax, in which Howleglass joining, 
earnestly intreated them not to ruin his fortunes, and 
let those laugh at them who had not paid, by telling 
the secret to the town's people on the outside. This 
they all promised, and as soon as they got home, each 
advised his neighbour to go and see the great sight. 
In this way, Howleglass raised a good rounds sum of 
money, paid his host, and rode out of the town ; 
passing a merry time of it as long as his finances 
held out. 


II0^r KOWLCOLASS C^trSEO THE INHABITANTS OT MEYCVKCU 
' TO BELIEVE THAT HE 1VA5 COINO TO TLT. 

'After having visited several places, Howleglass 
came to Meyburgh, where he gave out that he was 
prepared to exhibit a very novel performance, to 
which he was invited by the magistrates. On being 
asked what it was, he answered that it was his inten- 
tion to mount the top of the council hall, one of the 
■ highest houses in the place, whence he intended to 
fly down -without being hmt. 

At these tidings, the market place was fifled with 
people, eagerly watching our hero, who with out- 



164 


HOWLEGLASS. 


spread arms, was seen on the roof of the house. Wlien 
he saw the crowd, he laughed and said aloud ; “ Had 
you all sworn that you could have flo^^^l, I would not 
have believed you, while you believe a single fool ; 
but I see the place is full of them. If you had your- 
selves told me, I say, that you were such great fools, 
I would not have believed you ; yet I see all of you 
can put faith in one wdio persuaded you that he 
could fly ; so I will, if you will give me wings.” He 
then disappeared, leaving all the people to chew their 
disappointment, who went home, some laughing, some 
swearing, and others observing that he was a mali- 
cious rogue, who nevertheless had told the truth, for 
that he was willing to fly do\vn, if they would lend 
him wings. 


now JIOWLZCLASS ADMINISTERED I’HYSIC TO A DOCTOR. 

Our hero’s fame at length reached count Bmmon 
Quickforth, the bishop of Meyburgh, and other great 
lords, who had a regard for him on account of his 
humorous tricks. The bishop in particular gave him 
his cast off suits and surplices, besides paying for his 
board. In the bishop’s family, there likewise lived a 
doctor of medicine, no great favourite with the rest of 
the household, because he had taken an aversion to 
Howleglass, declaring that he was mad. So when- 
ever he saw our hero at the court, he said to the bi- 
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shop and his gentlemen, that it would be better to 
mvite philosophers than fools to attend there ; that 
wise men ought to mix with wise men, and reason 
wisely; and fools consort with fools, and talk folly. 
Moreover, that if great lords would have the last 
about their persons, they must be content to go shares 
m their fame. The bishop's gentlemen highly re- 
senting this, replied ; “ There is no great wisdom m 
that reasoning, howeier, for whoever wishes not to 
hear folly, may easily depart from fooN. Where 
lords be, there will be fools; and many who imagine 
themseh es mighty wise, are liable to be imposed upon 
even by fools Thus it is proper for lords and princes 
to be surrounded by characters of all kinds, lone 
among another, they contrive to dispel ennui and 
melancholy, and therefore where great lords are, fools 
like to be " 

Now these same gentlemen repeated to Howle- 
glass the dispute they had had with the doctor con- 
cerning him, adding, that if he wished to play him 
some kind of tnck, they would be glad to second 
him Howleglass said ; ** My good sirs, if you ivill 
consent to do so, I will ser\e him out m good stile.” 
He then left the bishop’s court for the space of four 
weeks ; and came again to Genequestaig^e, where 
he took up Ills quarters. Well ! the doctor fell sick, 
and was himself compelled in turn to seek advice and 
assistance. So the bishop’s ^ntlemen stepped for-. 
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ward and said, ihny knew of an expert practitioner, 
jnst arrived in the neigldronrhood, who was famous 
for cxliibiting a long list of cures. 

Then the doctor sent to invite Ilowlcglass to his 
lodgings, and did not recognize him in his quaint 
disguise. He said, “ If you, sir, can succeed in mak- 
ing a cure of me, I will rccompence you well.” “ I 
hope to do so,” said Howlcglass ; “ but you must sub- 
mit to have a very good sweating, by the event of 
Avhich, I shall easily recognize what is your com- 
plaint. I will then take other measures v;ith you ; 
so that you will not need to apply to me ever again.’' 
The doctor believed every thing he said, and forth- 
with took, at one draught, a .strong emetic and ca- 
thartic to begin with, and without the least signs of 
reluctance ; imagining that it was only a perspiring 
draught. Tlie doctor was then put to bed, Avith his 
head turned towards the wall ; in Avhich position 
from the pangs Avhich soon attacked him in the ab- 
dominal viscera, he thought he must have given up 
the ghost. It Avas indeed, a terrific night Avhich the 
doctor passed ; and it seemed as if the ghosts of all 
his patients Avere rcA’enging their injuries upon him all 
at once. 

“ Ah ! doctor,” cried Howlcglass, next morning 
as he entered the room, “ I think I can perceive hoAv 
It IS with you ; the perspiration must have been very 
copious — my system, I sec, Avorks Avell." “ Alas ! my 
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dear sir,’ replied the doctor, " I feel \cryiU' ’and in 
fact ne was so bad that be could not liold up his bead. 
But Hov?!cglass assured him that it was all for the 
best , that it would be a sharp rcnictlj but a short one , 
and after persuading him to take another dose, ex 
actly of the same strength, lie left, him to Ins fate, 
and fled The bishop’s gentlemen next came to 
condole inth the doctor on his hapless condition, m> 
quinng how he found himself^ Already laboring 
under the effects of tlie <ccond application, the doctor 
was icry nearly speechless, and faintlj answered, 
“ That he feared lie had fallen into bad liands,’ and 
began to relate the cruel sufferings he had undergone 
'The bishop and hts attendants, much amused at lus 
adventures, replied, “ Yes, yes, this has happened to 
you according to jour words, for you declared we 
ought not to keep company wwh fools, because wise 
men are apt to become fools m tbcir intercourse w ith 
them Sometimes, however, people may bo taught 
wisdom by means of a fool, for had you let IIowlo 
glass have his fling, and been a little more patient, 
you would not bav e become his patient, and expo 
nenced the taste of his fncks We well knew how 
he would deal with you, but ave held our peace, 
because we were aware that you were desirous of 
learning wisdom, at all events, and were so wi«e tint 
you deserved to be deceived by a fool There is no 
man, however wise, who ought not to know the na 
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turc of a fool ; otlicnviPc, how should he appreciate 
•wise men?” The doctor could make no answer, for 
he felt a fresh spasm ; and though he recovered, he 
never afterwards ventured to fall out with a fool. 


iiowt.r.cLAsa, uriso a riiYBiciArt, cuiir.s am. tut. stcc iw 
Tiir. iiosriTAt. or s'uiir.Mni'ticit iv one dav. 

It so happened that Ilowleglass paid a visit to the 
city of Nuremburgh. On the day he entered the 
place, he caused placards to be posted on the church 
gates, and trumpeted through the town, informing 
the inhabitants of the arrival of a great doctor, 
mighty expert in his art, and who had an infallible re- 
cipe for all kinds of maladies. About this time there 
were lodged at the hospital, which contains the lance 
Avhich pierced the side of our .Saviour, and other holy 
relics, a number of patients, for whom l}is advice 
was required. The keeper of the said hospital, 
having many very obstinate patients upon his hands, 
told Howleglass, that being so learned a man, if he 
would contrive to cure them, lie should be rvell paid. 
Howleglass then said ; “ Sir, if yon will give me a 
hundred crowns from the sick fund, I Avill rid you 
of the patients ; but mark me, I do not ask a shilling 
before I shall have cleansed the hospital of them all.” 
This was a joyful hearing to the keeper, and to the 
governor, as well as to the subscribers at large, and 
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they insisted upon Howleglass receiving a sura of 
money to begin m ith He then paid a visit to the 
place, with 'a stout carpenter at his back, and in- 
quired of each patient apart, what was his complaint, 
at the same time conjuring him to keep secret what 
he was about to state. ** You know that I am come 
here to cure you all . but, it is impo«;‘.ible for me to 
do that, without having the body of one of you to 
burn alive, m order to make a powder of it, which 
the rest are to take. Tlie more sick and diseased 
the fellow is, the better lie wiU suit my purpose, and 
I shall certainly choose one who cannot walk. Next 
Wednesday I am to come with the keeper and the 
governors, when I shall call over the names of all the 
patients, and when they must all make the best of 
their way out, as the last man is to be pou.(lertd for 
the rest ” 

On the appointed day, tJic patients wore all oit 
the alert; they had girded up their loins, and not 
a single one sat unbrceclicd, or unshod, for none 
wished to remain behind, either to make or to take 
powders Then came Howleglass with thegovemorb 
and the committee, to call over their names hut the 
rogues would not stop to be called: all proceeded 
rapidly towards the doors, tren those who had been 
bed-ndden for-the last*tcn jear«. 

After the coast was quite cleared, Howleglass de- 
manded his fee, which was handed him, and he do- 
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parted lliencc. In Uie course of throe days, how- 
ever, the whole of the patients returned, complaining 
of their infiniiitics, as bitterly as ever. Then the 
keeper said ; “Wlmt is the meaning of all this? I 
paid a handsome sum to tlie new doctor, to liave 
you all cured.” “ True," they replied with one voice, 
" but did you know that he threatened to have the 
last of us, who should remain in bed, Inmit alive, to 
make powders for the rest?” Tiien the keeper be- 
gan to see, that he had been hoa\ed; 'but he could 
obtain no redress, and the patients were obliged to 
be admitted in-door patients as before; to the no 
small regret of the governor and contributors to the 
fund. 


now uowttGhASS Jiutv.n niMsrxr a cKrtantto a riAKLn* 

4 

Howi-r.Gi.ASS, having taken himself olT to some dis- 
tance from the hospital, next entered into the ser- 
vice of a baker in another town. Early on the 
ensuing day, when preparing to make bread, he was 
.ordered to come sieve the flour; and he said he 
should want a candle, as it was .almost dark. 

But the baker replied, “ I never trust my servants 
with candles ; they are always accustomed to boult 
by the light of the moon.” Howleglass then said, 
“ Be it so, I will do so too.” The master went to 
rest for some hours, during which time Howleglass 
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took the bouUmg-bag and hung it ont of the TrintloT?, 
then he boulled the flour which fell into the garden 
below, as hard as he could bouU. In the monung the 
baker rose early to begin the process of baking. lie 
found Howleglass stiUatwork; and inquired hastily 
what he was doing there’ — “Was flour made to 
be throivn in that stile upon the ground’ — do you 
know what it cost Howli^lass ansnered; “ Sir, I 
have been sienng it m the light of the moon ; os 
you ordered me to do ” “ DoU !” said his master, 
" you ought to have seved it by moon light, and not 
in the light, villain!*' “Well,” cned Howlcgh's, 
“There is no great damage done, I Mill collect it to- 
gether again shortly ” “ Yes,” said his master, “ but 
It IS too late to bake to day ; there will be no dough.” 
<*True, master;” said Howleglass, “but let me 
advise you; your neighbour’s paste is ready for the 
oven, I Will go and borrow it for you ” Then the 
baker flew into a rage, and said • “ Go and bang 
thyself to the gallows with you, and •'ce what you 
Will find there.” “ Very well, master,” said Howle- 
glass, and set out to the public gallows, where he 
found a robber’s remains which he carried back to his 
master: “Here, Iliavebroughtuhatlfoundforyou; 
lu what nay shall I go to work with it The baker, 
still more angry, said. “I will lay an information 
against, you for doliaudmg pubhc justice,” and away 
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Jie went, followed by Ilowlcgla??, to the inarlcet-pIaeG 
Avhere the magistrates sat. 

When the baker began to open the case to the 
judge, Howleglass opened two such eyes as fairly dis- 
concerted his master: so large and rolling that no 
visible faculties could resist them ; and the plaintiff 
could not get through with his charge. 

“What do you want?" “Nothing,” said Howle- 
glass, “only you were going to complain of me, in 
any presence, before the judge ; and I was obliged to 
open my eyes to soc you.” 

The baker then replied : “ Go, get out of my sight, 
I thought you were a dolt, but you are a malicious 
wretch ; in my eyes at least.” “ Aye ! they often call 
me so,” cried Howleglass, “but if I was in your 
eyes, baker, I think you would not be quite so clear- 
sighted as you are.” The magistrate, seeing that it 
was a foolish business, quitted his seat ; upon which 
Howleglass turning up his coat-skirt to his master 
said ; “ Master, if you want to bake bread, behold, 
can you bake such a loaf as this?” and then giving 
him the slip, he ran and left him to his own reflec- 
tions. 
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Irow lIOWtEGtASS SEfITID AS A CASTLF WAnCER TO THE lORD 
OP AMBAL, EEEPISO A LO OUT AT THE TOP OF A TOWER 
TO CLOW THE HORN TOR TBK EREHY, AND NEXT EECAUE A 
SOLPIER. 

It came to pass that he one day enlisted into the 
service of the count of Ambal as a watch and warder, 
to keep a look out for the couriers and blow for the 
enemy. The count had a number of these enemies, 
and was under the necessity of employing a consider- 
able body of armed men. Howleglass being sta- 
tioned upon the top tower was frequently forgotten at 
mess time when the others were enjoying good fare. 
Now the enemy, making an incursion, carried off a 
great herd of cattle, Howleglass giving no alarm, 
but the count hearing a noise, went and saw Howle- 
glass supporting himself against the window, m a 
musing posture The count said : “ What is the 
matter with you'^*’ Said Howleglass, “ I shall not 
dance foi such a festival as this'” “ What,” said the 
count, “ will you not sound the horn for the enemy 
“ I dare not , besides there is no need,” replied his 
warder, “your fields are already full of them , they 
are dnving off all your cows, and if I blow for any 
more, they will besiege you at your castle gates.’* 
Shortly afterwards, the count’s stock of provisions 
fell short, and lie was compelled to make an incur- 
sion upon his neighbours m which he got very good 
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booty. Plenty of boiled and roast beef •svas the con- 
sequence. 

The count being seated with his knights and other 
men at anns, at a well furnished table, Howleglass 
blew a shrill blast ; upon which the company ran to 
arms, and made for the gates; but there was no 
enemy. Meanwhile Howleglass left his station and 
proceeded to the banquetting room, where he pro- 
vided himself witli as much good fare as he could 
carry and departed. The men at arms, having all 
returned as Avise as they Avent, the count said to 
HoAvleglass : “ Are you mad, villain, that you blow for 
the enemy Avhen there is none to be seen? yet Avhen 
they are here, you give no alarm ; so you are a traitor 
and shall lose your office, and work Avith the mean- 
est of our hinds.” This arrangement Avas by no 
means pleasant to HoAvleglass, and he Avished him- 
self fairly out of the castle, but he could not get ; 
though he ahvays contrived Avhen there Avas any 
fighting, to be the very last to leave the gates and the 
first to come back, 

Obseiving this, the count said: “Were you afraid 
of being Avell beaten, that you Avere the last to go out • 
and the first to come in again ?” He replied, “ Pray, my 
lord, do not be angry ; for Avhen you and your men at 
arms Avere making good cheer, I Avas fasting on the 
•top of the tower. This has brought me very Aveak 
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tmd low ; but give me time to recover my strength 
with better fare ; and you will see me among the first 
to attack, and the last to make a retreat/’ The 
count said: “ But you will, perhaps, take as long a 
time to put you into fighting condition, as you were 
in playing the horn upon the top of the tower You 
had better find another service,” added the count, 
and paid Howleglass off; at which he was greatly 
rejoiced, for he had a great horror of a desperate 
assault upon the enemy. 


non nowLEotAsi iourneyco to see the EAsixinATB or 

HESSE, iNO rSLTENnED TO BE A FAINTED. 

Thebe was now not a place in all Saxony, which 
had not heard something of the famous incks of 
Howleglass. So that as he found he could no lon- 
ger practise where he was, he determined to change 
his quarters ; and find some new custom m the dis- 
tnet of Hesse. On his amval he proclaimed the 
approach of an extraoidinary personage, as usual, 
which brought him an mlroduction to the Landgrave, 
who enquired what was the great news ? “ My 

lord,” said Howlegla^, “you see before you not only 
one of the most famous, but the most famous pain- 
ter m the world, who nearly transcends the merits of 
all the professors of the ait put together.” The 
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Landgrave said : “ Have you no specimen of your 
skill about you?” on Avhich Howlcglass said he had, 
and displayed several paintings which he had brought 
with him from Flanders. They pleased his lord- 
ship gi'eatly, and he shortly said ; “ Well, master, 
and what Avill you take to paint the Avhole of my 
grand hall in the first style?” “ As much as you 
Avill,” said Howleglass, “ to be sure.” “ True ; but you 
must paint the genealogy of the Avhole of qur Hessian 
family, along with their wives ; and as our ances- 
tors have been allied to great lords and princes, I 
should Avish you to produce one of your most mag- 
nificent master-pieces.” Then HoAvleglass replied, 
“ My dear lord, it shall be executed as your lordship 
best approves, though it shall cost me a hundred 
florins in colours only.” The LandgraA'e rejoined : 
“ Then go about it, and Ave shall not dispute about 
the price ; . depend upon it you shall be Avell remu- 
nerated.” 

So HoAvleglass commenced his labours ; requesting 
the Landgrave to advance him only the hundred gold 
florins to buy the colors, and engage assistants. 

The next morning he appeared Avith three; and 
began his labors ; but he insisted on no one being ad- 
mitted to inspect them before a certain period, in 
order not to be interinipted. This Avas granted ; and 
when HoAvleglass and his companions found them- 
selves comfortably seated in the state hall, they spent 
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the whole of their time lo playing at tric-trac with 
the g^old flonns, much to their satisfaction. 

One day the Landgrave took it into his head to 
look at the progress of the great undertaking, and 
said to his painter : “ Master, suppose you just let us 
see a specimen of your art as you proceed.” “ Most 
willingly,” replied Howleglass, ** only I must warn 
you of one thing before you see the work, which is 
this, — that no one who is not of undoubted legitimate 
birth, can see any thing in my painting at all.” 

The Landgrave replied, “ That would be a very 
extraordinary thing,” and then accompanied by 
Howleglass entered the hall The latter had hung a 
large while piece of sheeting before the wall on which 
he was painting; and drawing it solemnly on one 
side with his cane, he pointed to a supposed figure, 
adding, “There, my lord, you see the first Landgrave 
of Hesse Hombourgb, sprung from the house of the 
Colonna at Rome. His lady was daughter to Jus- 
tinian Duke of Beyerent, who was aftenvards Em- 
peror of Rome From him sprung this Adelphus ; 
Adelphus begot 'tViIham the Black; William the 
Black begot Ins son Louis ; and so on down to your 
own honored dignity and beneficence. Now I well 
know, that there is not a single artist who can 
detect a blemish in my work, it is so exceedmgly 
superb, of such astonishing and fine colouring ” 
f Our Landgrave who could, distinguish nothing but 
1 6 
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the viiifccl wall, said witliin himself: “ 1 must 
surely he of doubtful extraction ; for I can sec 
nothing but the wall:” Yet to shew his confidence and 
good taste, he answered : “ Master, your work pleases 
me well ; but 1 can scarcely form a judgment upon it 
alone.” He then retired, and his Co\intess incpiired 
liow the painter had succeeded ; “ For, to say truth, 
I have a poor opinion both of liini and his work.” 
But her lord replied ; “ Madam, his work is very 
good work and pleases me ; and when our painter 
will give you permission, yon shall sec it.” 

The lady then entreated Howleglass to let her sec 
his painting ; and after giving the same explanation 
to her as he had done to her lord, he exhibited the 
wall with the supposed figures of the Landgrave’s 
family, just as he had before done. Now the cotm- 
tess had brouMit oitrht maids of honor along with her, 
and a female fool, none of whom could discern the 
figures which Howleglass was describing, though 
none liked to say so, and cast an aspersion upon the 
family honor. 

The fool alone observed: “Bless me, my lady, 
I can sec no picture here; let me be thought daugh- 
ter, for ever and a day, of whom you ■will.” Then 
thought Howleglass, since fools can tell the truth, 
it is fit for me to decamp, and he began to laugh. 
The Countess left the hall, and hastened to find the 
Landgrave, who inquired how she had been pleased 
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with the painting; “ However tint l>c, my lord 
she replied, “ it docs not please our little fool here; 
for she can see no picture, and the same u ith my 
young ladies. Tnil), I fear, my lord, tint it is all a 
piece of imposture;'* and the Landgrave began to 
think It was indeed so. He tlicn informed his 
pamter, that he must use despatch, for the whole of 
his courtiers were to be admitted the next morning, 
to see tlie work ; adding, that if he should be lucky 
enough to find any illegitimate rascals among them, 
their goods and chattels would accnie to him. Hear- 
ing tins, Howleglass went to the receiver general, for 
another hundred of gold florins to pay to his assist- 
ants, who all took French lca>c, along willi their 
master. Then the Landgratc, accompanied by his 
courtiers, entered the state hall, and enquired for 
Hoivleglass and his assistants'^ He next asked his 
courtiers, what they thought of the new paintings, 
thinking to catch them on the horns of their ille- 
gitimacy, but they all of them held their tongues 
The Landgrave upon this, said . " I now see too 
well , though there is no picture, that we have all 
been grossly imposed upon We have before heard 
of the famous exploits of Howleglass , but we have 
now ocular demonstration of them We have in- 
deed paid two hundred flonns for the sight; but 
henceforth, we pronounce upon him, the sentence 
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of a malicious wretch, and banish him for ever from 
our dominions.” 

Howlcglass, however, was already at some dis- 
tance, but he did not again resume the profe.ssion of 
a painter. 


jlow ouu ni.no nisruTtn against Tiir. itr.cTon ano u ausw 
uocroits or riiAoi'r. 

Ai'Tr.n this last feat, Howlcglass retired to Prague, 
a city of Bohemia, where there was then established 
an university of doctors and students. He atTuxed 
a notice on the gates of the churches, declaring that 
he was prepared to answer any cpicstions that could 
be put to him. He next went with his host and 
some others, to the university, and boldly inquired 
whether the students were agreeable to let him mount 
the learned chair? This Avas granted : and Howlcglass 
soon found himself seated in cathedra, while the 
rector proceeded to question him.* 1st. “ How 
many buckets of rvater arc contained in the sea ?” 
Howlcglass said: " Stop the tides and I will measure 
them, and give you a very satisfactory account!” 

* Part of the scone that follows wouUl npijcar to have been 
borrowed from the Fourth Norella of Sacchetti, in which a mil- 
ler answers the qucbtions of Messer Beruabo lord of Milan, who 
imagined he was questioning a certain abbot. — Translator. 
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Tilt! rector expressed bis mabibty. A btile dashed, 
he next inquired : 2nd. “ How many days have flown 
from the time of Adam, to the present “ Seven, to 
be sure,” replied Howleglass, and no more, for 
when seven are finished, se\en begin again, and so 
it will continue to the end of the world.” 3id. “ Now 
then,” cried the teeter, where is the centre of the 
world To this, Howleglass replied ; “ This house, 
to he sure j you ought to measure it, honoured sir, 
with a long cord, and should theie be a mistake, 
even of an inch, I will let jou know it.” Sooner than 
do this, the rector granted him the question. 4th. 
“ How far may it be from earth to heaven “ It must 
be ptetty near,” returned Howleglass, “ foi when we 
chaunt ever solorv m church, it is heard plain enough, 
sir, above; 1 will now sing small, and you shall try 
if you can hear The rector confessed his inability, 
5th. “ But yet,” cried he, “ how large is heaven.” “ It 
IS,” said Hoivleglass, " twelve thousand leagues 
broad, and ten thousand high, and if you will not 
believe me, go and see; take the sun and moon, 
and count the planets and the stars ; measure them 
all, and yon will see whether I am not right.” 

After this they had no more to say; but ad- 
mitted that Howleglass was m the right; and had 
returned very satisfactory answers to such questions. 
. He then dismounted ex cathedra; and left, the 
place, apprehensive lest something disagreeable might 
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occur, in consequence of the triumphant answers, he 
had returned. 


now IIOWLEOLASS ENTCns INTO HOLY OnDEES. 

When the name of our hero had spread througli 
all the adjacent states, and all agreed in banishing 
him, for his excessive malice, he bethought him of 
anew method of levying money, with little risk or 
trouble. For this piu-pose, he stole a priest’s sur- 
plice, and began as a clerk. In this capacity he 
looked out for a memento mori, or dead man’s skull,* 
in the church-yard, and taking one from a handsome 
vault, he got it furbished up, and elegantly orna- 
mented with gold and silver. With this he journeyed 
into the land of Pomerania, in order to le\7 offerings, 
where the priests use greater diligence in drinking, 
than in preaching. 

In short, throughout all the villages where there 
were any indulgences, any nuptials, any funerals, or 
congregations of any kind going fonvard, Howleglass 
was sure to be found there. The priests, for the 
most part ignorant rogues, were all agreeable to this, 
and cared not, so that they might only go shares, 
for, upon the whole of the offerings made, the curates 
are always alloAved one half. 

When the , congregation was ready, Howleglass 
mounted the pulpit, and took occasion to mention 
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that no offerings would be recened by him, but such 
as were pure and free from suspicion ; and that none 
of those of the female part of his congregation, would 
be acceptable, who were carrying on, or had earned 
on any intrigues. 

Of a truth, he continued, I recommend to e\ery 
adulteress, if unhappily there should be such present, 
to stay behind; for, let all who bnng their offerings 
to me, «ee to it, that they arc not obnoxious to this 
failing ” He then bestowed his benediction upon the 
assemblage, and leaving the pidpit took bis station 
before the altar. 

Soon there flocked persons both good and bad, to 
bestow their offerings. The poor women gave easily 
into the snare laid for them by Howleglaes, firmly 
believing, that the one who should offer no tribute, 
could be no belter than she should be, but rather 
worse They all therefore vied with each other, m 
presenting their tnbute at the altar, thinking it was 
the only way to continue in good repute 

Some there were, who the better to be seen, re- 
peated their offer two or three times; and the worse 
they were, the more "feagerly did they flock round 
Howleglass. Such was his dexterity in raising mo- 
ney, both from the good and bad, that he found him- 
self possessed of a considerable sum. After receiving 
the whole of these peace offerings, he forbade them, 
under pretence of excommimication, ever to accuse 
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e&ch other of the least frailty ; for that they were all 
absolved and clear; had there been a single frail one 
among them, he would by no means have allowed her 
offering. Upon hearing this, the whole of the fe- 
male congregation looked upon Ilowleglass as a very 
devout preacher, because they were unable to pene- 
trate into his cimning tricks. 


now UOWI.rOT ASS WISHES to be repaid rOR the trouble 
HE TOOK IN DINING. 

One day, Howleglass came to Nuremburgh, not far 
from Bamburgh ; and being very hungry, he entered 
into a house of entertainment where he saw a jolly 
hostess. She told him he was verj" welcome ; for she 
saw by his equipment that he was a boon companion, 
and a wonderful knight of the stirnip ; in short, a 
merry guest. When dinner was set upon the table, 
our hostess inquired whether he would take his repast 
with them, or dine at the usual price alone ? 

Howleglass said, “ You see I am a poor com- 
panionable fellow, that will bless heaven if he can get 
any thing to eat.” “ Aye, aye, but it must be with 
money ; go to the butcher and baker, see whether 
they will give you any thing for the love of heaven ? 
We eat here for the love of money ; if none, you 
must go without your dinner.” Now Howleglass, 
who had words always ready to sen^e two purposes, 
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said ; “ Good hostess, I mean for money and nothing 
else. It IS all I ask; I would not for the \\orld 
thiuL of dining upon nothing; no, no, let it be for 
money— come I hov. mucli do you ask The hostess 

made answer; “ The gcnllemcn’s table is eightpcnee, 
the next is six.” ** Tlien the mo>t is the best for 
me,” cned Ho\Ocgla<s, as he made for a large weh- 
fumished board, where he eat to his heart's content. 
He nent to the hostess as soon as he had finished, 
and begged her to pay him, ns she had said, for 
that he vas a poor man, and could not afford his 
time for nothing " My fnend,” replied the woman, 
you have to gne me cightpcnce, and then you arc 
quit.” No, no, ’ cried Howleglass, “ you are to 
give me eightpencc, and then you shall be quit of 
me. You declared we were to cat here for lo\c of 
money, and that for dming at the gcntlcmcu’s table, 
It was to be eightpence. Certainly, as I told you, I 
did not intend to dine upon nothing, nor for nothing; 
but I expected to get eightpence ; and I assure you 
I have vvorked hard and performed my best to deserve 
It • 1 can do no more, give me the money, and let me 
go The hostess replied, “ You have said well, for 
I think you have eaten as much as any foui ; yet 
you have the conscience to ask me to pay you for it. 
That would be strange indeed I But you are a waf' ; 
away with you, a meal is not mucli ; but deuce 
take me if I pay you too for eating me up. And hark 
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you ! come to my table no more; unless you come to 
pay to-day’s reckoning rvilh it— a pretty trade, I 
should drive, marry come up, on the.-c terms. I 
might very soon shut up shop," So Hov/lcglass took 
his departure, not without saluting her, before she 
had worked herself into a great fume: and adding; 
“ Well ! if vou can, on vour conscience, take mv la- 
hour for nothinir, fare vou well ! 

w ^ » 


now iiowi.rct.ASs JoittiM.vi.n to noMr, wiiv.p.f nr. jiah ak 
iNTiaiTirw WITH Tin, roar. 

After Howloglass had practised liis arts for some 
length of time, lie bethought him of the proverb 
which says; “ Go to Rome, my lioncst man, and 
come back a rogue again." 

“ To Rome tliy manners to amend — 

‘ Home again tliy Hfo to end.” 

For true it is, that neither a good liorse nor a bad 
man, mend tlieir condition by going to visit Rome. 

Forthwith then, our hero set out for that city, 
wheredie first shewed his wit by taking up his resi- 
dence at the house of a rich widow, Avho seeing so 
handsome a young man, inquired whence he came. 
He said, “ From the country of Saxony, and that he 
was purposely come to have an intcr\’iew Avith the 
Pope.” 

“ Then,” said she, “my friend, you may indeed 
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see him, but to speak with him is a very different 
matter, especially if you be a stranger, as you 
say. For my part, I would give a hundred or two of 
solid ducats to any one who vviU obtain for me a con- 
ference with him ” ** Will you give me a hundred 
ducats if I will do it^’ « That I will,” repeated the 
jolly widow boldly, fox she Ivttle Ksiagmed that ha 
could bring about such an interview without paying 
a number of fees. 

Howleglass now watched the time when the holy 
procession was accustomed to proceed to the church 
of St. Giovanni (theLaterao) m older to celebrate 
mass* Observmg the procession go by, Howleglass 
contrived to pass into the chapel along with the rest, 
edging up as near to the chair of St. Peter as he 
possibly could. When the time drew nigb for tho 
elevation of the host, he turned his back upon the 
altar, just as his holiness raised the chalice, and 
fixed his eye upon the cardinals, keeping the same 
position until the whole ceremony was over. Mass 
being finished, one of the cardinals acquainted the 
Holy Pontiff, that there was a joung man present 
who had turned his back upon the holy sacrament. 
The Pope commanded that he should be instantly 
secured and brought before him as he would banish 
him for an example to all bad Chnstians; and 
Howleglass speedily found himself seized and con- 
fronted with the mighty pontiff himself 
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He first inquired of our hero what was the nature 
of his ereed? He replied, “I am a Christian, and 
obsen'e just the same faith as my hostess and he 
then mentioned lier name, wliich Avas pretty well 
known. 

The good dame was instantly sent for, in order to 
throw light upon the mystery ; and the pope first in- 
quired of what faith she was ? “ Oh dear, of the 

holy Catholic faith, to he sure ! I believe in all 
that the holy church chooses to command or to for- 
bid.” Then Howleglass cried out, “So do I! I believe 
all that too.” “ How came it then, that you turned 
your back upon the holy sacrament ?” said the Pope. 
Howleglass replied : “ Most holy father; I am a very 
great sinner, and I felt as if I were not worthy of be- 
holding the holy sacrament, before which I was to 
make confession.” Hearing this, the pope said, that 
such being the case, it only did him credit, and he 
permitted him to go ; after bestowing his benediction 
on Howleglass and his hostess. In this way Howle- 
glass won the widow’s hundred ducats, and remained 
confirmed in his malice more than ever; being in no 
degree amended by his pilgrimage to the holy city 
of Rome. 
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JIOW IlOWLtCLASS ODTJklVSD AND fABIlIED Off THB PABSOK'a 
IlOnSE BY UAIINO KSOWI* IIJS COVFISSIO'^* 

In the village of RosscmbcrK tl»erc a cunte 
•who had a very pretty chamber-maid, and a good 
horse which he highly pnzcd Now the Duke of 
Brunswick had a great desire to purchase the said 
horse, and sent more than once to know whether the 
parson would be induced to dispose of him ; for he 
did not venture to seize him because the parson held 
his living upon the territories of the counsellors of 
Brunswick. Still the parson obstinately refused to 
make any bargain ; which coming to Howlcglass’s 
cars, he said to the Duke : “ Sir 1 how much will you 
give me, if I will deliver you the parson’s horse, safe 
and sound into your hands 
Then the Duke made answer • “ I will gue you my 
nch robe of red ^atm, and a grand mantle, all em- 
broidered with pearls ’’ So forthwith Ilowleglass 
took leave of the duke ; and not only set out to the 
village, but on his arrival walked straight into the 
parson's house. Tor though he was pretty wcUknown 
there, he received an honest welcome considering 
who and what manner of man he was 

After he had sojourned there about three days, he 
pretended to fall sick, and took to his bed, at winch 
both the priest and his servant-maid were much vexed 
Iw spvte, oC however, kqrt. gcXling 
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worse and worse, so that at last the priest enquired 
whether he would like to be confessed, and receive 
the sacrament of holy church, to which Howleglass 
expressed his readiness. Upon this the priest took his 
confession, and questioned him well, at the same time 
exhorting him to save his soul by expressing the ut- 
most contrition for his faults, — doubting that he had 
passed off some notable tricks and impostures in his 
time. 

Howleglass replied, “ That there was only one sin, 
which he did not like to confess ; and that he would 
rather do it to another holy man than to him, for 
should he inform his then confessor, he might, per- 
haps, be very angry.” But the good man said ; 
“ Friend, it is too far to send for another priest; and 
should you unluckily die in the mean time we shall 
both of us become sinners in the sight of heaven ; so 
haste to inform me ; and trust me it Avill not be too 
great for absolution. Whether it happens to displease 
me or not, need not trouble you ; we are forbidden to 
publish our confessions.” Well,” said Howleglass, 
“ I should like to confess it, though I much fear it 
will greatly enrage you ; for all it is no gi-eat offence, 
and it concerns yourself.” The parson now became 
more urgent than ever to learn what it was ; and he 
said : “ Whatever petty theft or grand larceny yon 
may have committed, your confessor who stands be- 
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fore you will forgive j ou ; he is too much ti Christian 
to hate jou ” 

“ Yc^!,” said Howkglass, ** but I hnow too u ell that 
youwiU be greatly ofTended; but still I fed I am 
going so very fast tliat I have no time for demurring 
The truth is, good sir, that I have fi\c times fallen 
from the paths of grace, owing to tlic temptations of 
your senant-maid ” The parson bit Iiis lips and 
hastily granting him absolution, left the room and 
■went to summon his chamber maul At the mention 
of the charge she n-as justly indignant ; but the priest 
said he had heard it from confcssion~from a dying 
sinner, and was therefore bound to believe it 

“ I say no,’ cried the maid, “ ■jou are not •” ** I 
say yes,’ retorted her master, “ I am ” No"— 
“ Yes”— and the dialogue became so warm that the 
pnest making use of his staff, began to lay it about 
the poor girl's shoulders The malicious rogue hear- 
ing the uproar as he lay m bed, laughed wickedly in 
his sleeve, at the idea of having deceised the pnest 
but he lay still until evening Then getting up as if 
nothing had been the matter, he asked the parson, 
“How much he had spent during his malady ■’" Both 
the master and his m tid were heartily glad to see him 
upon his legs, and wailking towards the door, rejoiced 
on any terms to be rid of him 

But as he, went out, llewVeglass said to the pnest • 
“ Sir, recollect that you have published my confes- 
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Sion — I am going to Holnstadt, and I shall inform 
the bishop.” Tlie parson hearing this, suddenly grew 
calm, and even supplicated Tlowlcglass that he would 
not serve him such an ill turn. He declared he would 
go as far as twenty crowns to purchase his secresy ; — 
if he would not breathe a syllable of what had passed. 
“ No, no,” replied Howleglass, “ I would not accept 
a hundred to have my tongue tied ; I shall inform the 
bishop as it behoves me to do.” In great perplexity 
the poor parson then brought the ser\'ant-maid to use 
her utmost influence, on any terms, to prevent so fatal 
a catastrophe. — At last, when he saw the parson in 
tears, Howleglass said : “Well! I will consent, then, to 
take your horse ; and will say nothing. If not I will 
keep no terms with you.” The parson made several 
oflers of money to bribe Howleglass from his cruel 
resolution; to which he would not listen; and he finally 
rode away on the parson’s horse, which he presented 
to the Duke of Brunswick. For this feat he W'as 
mightily praised and recompensed ; the duke gave 
him the fine robe ; and on hearing further particulars 
bestowed upon him another. The parson was in des- 
pair at the loss of his steed ; and again vented his 
anger upon the poor chamber-maid, so that she was 
compelled to seek safety in flight. 

In this cruel manner, was the poor priest deprived 
of Ids horse and his maid-servant together, Howle- 
glass having so mischievously worked a complete revo- 
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of thing at all/' “ If you like,” obsen'cd Howleglass, 
“ I will enquire the reason.” ‘‘ Do so !” they all said ; 
“ and thou shalt lie a little longer a-hed.” 

Then Howleglass Avent and said to his master: 
“ Good master, how comes it that you stir us up so 
plaguy early in the day ?” “ It is a rule with me,” 
replied his master, “ that for the first seven days my 
journeymen should sleep only half the night,” Horvlc- 
glass answered not a Avord, nor did any of the rest. 
But the next morning Avhen their master set them all 
as usual to their task, HoAvleglass came doAvn stairs 
Avith his bed upon his shoulders ; and the sparks that 
Avere flying about on all sides, fell some of them upon 
the bed, “ Are you gone mad,” cried his master, “ that 
you bring your bed to such a place as this ? Avhat is 
it for, may I ask V' “ It is a rule Avith me,” replied 
HoAvleglass, “ Avhen I liaA-e slept only half the night, 
to take my bed along Avith me, and let it rest the rer 
maining half upon me.” 

“ Carry thy bod speedily back again, rogue, and 
up there quick, out of my house.” “ Ail vciy^ right,” 
said HoAvleglass, as he AA-ent ofi’ ; and then taking a 
ladder, he mounted through the roof, breaking his 
Avay through the sky-light, Avithout saying adieu to 
any one. 

The master hearing CA^eiy' noAv and then something 
heavy falling on the floor, ran up Avith some of his 
y/orkmen to see ; and found the Avood, and glass, and 
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plaistcr, spread on all sides, but our hero had already 
disappeared. More enraged than cKr at this sight, 
he seized a sword and was going up after him ; had 
not some of his journeymen prevented Ium,ohscning: 
“ blaster! he has onlj done what you commanded 
him to do hy mounting up thtre quick, out of )Our 
house He has di<appearc<!, os you see;” and the 
master was comjKllcd to chew the cud of his anger 
as he best could. 


now nDwLtot.ait nintn ninttir so inotMticn. 

Our hero next entered into the service of a shoe* 
maker,— a man who was fonder of spending his time 
m walking to the Hall, than of working at home. 
One daj Howicglass said to Ins master; " Pray mas- 
ter, in wlnt fadiion shall I cut thc«c’" “ Cut up all 
the hide, big and little, just ns 50U see n porker drive 
his pigs through the g^tc'” Forthwith he began to 
cut the leather for pigs, oxen, horses, sheep, claws 
and hoofs 

In the evening when hi» master returned ; he was 
astonished to find his leather ent up m so strange a 
stjle, and was naturally aery angry. “ Whj,” said 
Howicglass, “ I have only done as jou commandc<l 
me;” but his master said; **Naj, not so, 1 never 
bade jou cut up my leather into shoes for beasts— 
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nothing of the sort ; but that yo\i should cut them up 
into small and large sizes for men." “ Aye cpioth 
Howlcglass, “ if you had told me that, master, so I 
•would ■willingly have done, and I will still do it, and 
ever)' thing you can direct me upon which condi- 
tions his master pardoned him. The next day how- 
ever, the master cut out himself, and gave Howie- 
glass the shoes to stitch, the large with the small. 
His master wished to see how he would go to work ; 
when proceeding directly as he had been told, he very 
solemnly began to sew together one of the small shoes 
with a large one. 

Remarking this his master said, as he began to 
chastise him, “ You arc a good servant, for you do 
every thing to the letter, as you arc bidden.” “Then,” 
cried Howlcglass, “ that is a very good reason why 
you should not cudgel me.” “ That is true, my 
friend,” continued his master ; “ but I wish you 
would learn how to make first a small and then a 
large pair of shoes. If you mind my exact words, 
more than me, it will never do. See here is some 
more leather ; cut others as I have told you again and 
again.” 

Having occasion to leave him, the master returned 
again in about an hour, not a little anxious, as he re- 
collected having told Howlcglass to cut out in one 
form — first small — and truly he found an immense 
heap of leather all cut into small shapes ; besides 
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they were the whole of them Ufls, made only to fit 
one foot. Oh you \illam'" cried Iiis master; “ is 
there not a right shoe ns well ns a left.” Without 
being the least disturbed, llowlcglass said; “ Yes, 
to bo sure, if you want them, I can cut right as well 
as left; but you ordered me to cut first upon one 
last.” “ Fnend," cned his master, “ if I were to 
make you my foreman, you would soon send me to 
the devil; conic, pay me for the Icatlicr you have 
already spoiled, and you may go try your fortune else- 
where!” “ For that, master,” replied Howlcglass, 
“ you must ash the tanner to supply you with more 
leather; it is none of my business'” — and he forth- 
with ran out of the shop and out of the town. 


now iiowtccLASs lurosto uroH tuc tavcrk'Skeper or 
I.PVCCK 

A SHOUT time afterwards, Howlcglass went to Lu- 
beck ; but he stood upon his good behaviour, as the 
police was especially active at that place. 

Now there was a certain tavern-keeper who kept 
good vaults for the great men of the town, and who 
was very proud, declaring tliat no one could outwit 
him ; but his conceit made him many enemies in the 
place This coming to Howleglass’s ear^, he laid a 
project for undeceiving him in his own good opinion. 
For this purpose he took two dnnkmg vessels of the 
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same size, one full, and the other empty, which he car- 
ried secretly under his cloak. When he went in, he 
handed the empty one, bade the tapster draw him a 
quart of ■wine which he took and put under his mantle, 
at the same time placing that which was under, full 
of water very dexterously in its place, as he turned 
aside. 

“What is your charge,” inquired Howleglass? 
“ Ten-pence,” said the man, “ no less.” “ The deuce 
it is,” cried Howleglass ; “ why, man, I have only 
eightpence here. It is too dear for my table.” 
“ What! v.’ould you have it for nothing?” exclaimed 
the fellow in a great luitf ; “ if you don’t like it, you 
can leave it, can’t you ?” 

Thought Howleglass, no, I will not do that ! but 
he said aloud, “ I wish I could make eight into ten, 
but as I cannot do so you had better let me have the 
wine for them, than lose the sale.” Then the tavern- 
keeper coming up in a great passion took Howleglass’s 
vessel of water, and threw it into a large wine vat that 
stood by, imagining that it was the wine. “ What a 
fool you are,” he continued to Howleglass, “ to call 
for wine ^vhich you cannot pay for.” “ Stop there,’ 
cried Howleglass ; “ it is you Avho arc the fool ; for 
there is no one so full of wisdom, but he may at times 
be deceived even by a fool ; however wise he may 
be. ’ Saying' this he departed, with the wine and his 
money both, concealed xmder his mantle. The man, 
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however, suspicious of somctliinpj won;:, c^■cn fro n 
his own wonls, sent a constable after hitn ; u’ul 
Howlr^hss Item? overt ikcn owl the wine fountl u|»fni 
him, he Nrts thrown into prison 

M‘\n\ oh«tnfO thithetrell ilcservctl a hiller for 
hisppins; while olhira miinf'nntxl tint itwasorlv 
on tngenioiM trick, ow! thnt the conctitetl ta\cm* 
kcc{)er ou;;ht to ha\e taken l»etter care of hnnulf, m 
jwrticular, consulcnn;? tint he challen^'wl nnj one to 
decene him Ilowlr^lvss, moreover, ini,;htonl) have 
done It to inorltf) the tnatiV imde and arn>'(;nnce, Lul 
thcta'cm-Vc( jk:t‘s jnrt\ lU-chrnl ihathcwnsan arrort 
rogVP> nnJ iiiJistrtl that the srnltnee of the lav, 
tint of Innzm.,', shotihl In* carritsl into full cfTcct. 

When tlif <hj was come, on winch he was to ly 
earned to the fillows, the matter vris qtiickl) iprt tl 
through the town of Lul*eck, nnd men on horsclrac’. 
and on foot were sotn collcclcel to witness |!ic end of 
Ilowleglass's womlcrful lift None licluvcel Uial he 
possessed the art of necromancy in n sufiicicnl degree 
to cficct his rclcx«c, Imt the greater p irt w ould wil- 
lingly have enjojed the of his deliverance. 

While they were iiciring llowUglass to the phec 
of execution, he saul not a word; and the ivcople 
round said that lie was more de id than alive How- 
ever w lien he arrived under the gidlows, he saiil hi. 
wished to have a word with the BhcrifTs, and verv 
meekly mtreated that tliey would be pleased to grant 
him lu3 last petition; —a prajcrofilrcd neither forhis 
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life, nor for silver or gold, biit only for a very small 
matter. This might be granted him rvithout in 
the least injuring any one, and each of the shcrifis 
and counsellors present could execute it without 
spending a farthing. After shortly debating the 
affair, it was concluded that such a petitioji from a 
poor dying wetch mightbe safely granted. Now there 
were a number who were curious to learn what it 
could be he wished for, after excepting so many other 
important points. “ For none of these,” continued 
Howleglass, “ do I entreat you ; but for the small 
favor I so much desire, pray let me have your solemn 
oath and assurance that it shall be fulfilled.” 

The counsel made no difficulty, and our hero 
went on to say : “ Now, as I feel certain you will 
solemnly adhere to your engagement, I do enjoin, 
that you my lords and counsellors, beginning first 
with the provost, and proceeding in degree to the 
rest, will, during three mornings after my decease, 
before taking breakfast, come and kiss me.” 

Then they all began to laugh, and to spit; agree- 
ing one and all, that it was by no means a fair re- 
quest. “ Yet,” cried Howleglass, “ I hold the famous 
council of Lubcck, to bear so good and honest a 
reputation for fidelity and justice, as it will not 
lightly sport withal ; but that all will keep me that 
same promise which they have- sworn by word of 
mouth.” After this appeal, the council again went to 
deliberate upon the affair, and at length concluded 
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that the most fair and satisfactory mode of proceed- 
ing, would be to leave Howl^lass alive as he was, 
and so release themselves as well as him, each from 
a •very disagreeable operation m its way. 


BOVr UOWLCCL&Sa lOOK WOK HmS£I.T Yiiz SVMKSSS OT A 
Si-ECTACLe UAtCR. 

It happened, that the electors were one day at 
variance m their choice of an emperor of Rome, and 
the Count of Supplemburgh was finally elected. 
But there were others who wished to elect themselves 
by force of arms 5 and it was requisite for the newly 
chosen potentate, to station himself, during three 
weeks, before the town of Frankfort, waiting the 
attack of any who chose to encounter him Owing 
to this, a vast concourse of people had assembled 5 
hearing of which, Howleglass said ; “ There will be a 
grand assemblage of loids, and great people, who 
will surely give me something; were it only a silver 
medal, and most certainly I will go” So when he 
arrived near Fi’ankfort, he there found the bishop of 
Treves, who observing him so oddly habited, inquired 
who he might be 

Howleglass then replied : ** Sir, I am a maker of 
spectacles ; I am coming now from Brabant, but I 
can no wheie find any custom; our trade is become 
worth nothing.” “ I should think on the contrary,” 
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said the bishop, “ that your business ought to go on 
daily improving; for, truly men grow more weak- , 
sighted every day. Therefore they ought to apply 
to you for spectacles.” I-Iowleglass replied; “My 
much honored lord, you say very true; but one 
thing hurts our trade, which I would mention, were 
I not afraid of offending you.” The bishop replied : 
“Say it boldly, man, and fear nothing; we arc 
pretty well accustomed to hear such men as you.” 
Tlien Howleglass said : “ My reverend lord, what 
most hurts our trade, is the apprehension that in 
future it will be good for nothing. And for this 
reason, that we observe you and other great lords ; 
along with popes, cardinals, bishops, emperors, kings, 
dukes, justices, and governors of all lands; all of 
whom God amend ; have got a trick of looking 
through their fingers, (instead of spectacles) and 
hiding their eyes from the sight of justice, except she 
come arrayed in gold, and precious stuff. 

“ Formerly great men used to study the laws, in 
order to learn to whom to administer justice, and 
do right. At that period, they wore spectacles, and 
our business flourished. Priests too, studied more 
than now, and spectacles indeed were in great re- 
quest. At present, they read their lessons by heart ; 
and never open a book, for weeks together. This 
fault is so frequent throughout the countiy, that even 
tlie peasants themselves study through tlieir fingers.” 
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Now the bishop could read this text wthout any 
gloss ; so he said to Howleglass “ Follow me to 
Frankfort , I will gi\e you my arms and livery,” and 
Howleglass remained with him until the emperor 
was inaugurated, and afterwards returned into the 
land of Saxony 


no-w HOWLtOLASS rNTEnS.M'«TO A USnCilAVT’s SERVlCr, IV 
9PAtlIY or A COOK 

In the to\m of Herdellem, there resided a rich 
merchant, who, happening one day to be w^alkmg in 
one of his own fields, a short way out of the city, 
saw Howleglass lying on the green He inquired 
who he was^ lo this, Howleglass replied “ I am a 
cook without a master, and I have been a cook’s 
servant, othemise a scullion, but that is now not a 
place for me” The merchant said “If you like to 
become my servant, I will give you good board and 
wages, besides your clothes, you shall have atrial, 
for my wife is continually bickenng one after another 
with all her cooks ’ Howleglass promised to do liis 
best to please him , and his new master asked him 
his name, to which our hero replied, that it was 
Bartholomew “ The name,” said the merchant, “is 
too long, you shall be called Dol ” “ Sir,” said 
Howleglass, “ just as you like best, it pleases me 
well” “Then^ome,” added his master, “you are 
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the sort of man I want; let us go clireetly into my 
garden, to gather herbs for the young boiled chickens, 
as to-moiTOW I have a party coming, and we must 
make merry with the best cheer,” So they went to 
the house, and when the merchant’s wife saw them 
come in, she said : “ Heyday, master mine, what 
kind of a servant have you brought us here? Are 
you afraid lest the bread should be left to grow 
mouldy? what is he for?” “Oh,- you shall see that, 
my dear, to-morrow ; here, Dol, take this pannier, 
and follow me to the shambles.” 

Away they went, and the merchant bought some 
pieces of roasting meat ; saying on his return ; “ Now, 
Dol, remember when you put this sirloin down to- 
morrow, that you leave it to do coolly at a distance, 
so as not to catch, or singe ; the boiling piece you 
may put on a good deal earlier.” 

“ Very good, master,” said Howleglass, “ it shall 
bo done.” So the next morning he rose betimes and 
brought the meat he was to boil near the fire. But 
that -which he intended to roast he stuck upon the 
spit, and placed it at a cool distance as he had been 
told (namely, in the cellar between two barrels of 
beer) from the fire. Now before the merchant’s 
guests had assembled, he went to see that all was 
going on well in the kitchen, (for his -wife was a fine 
lady) and he enquired whether the dinner was almost 
ready, to which Howleglass made answ'er : “ Yes, 
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e\ ery thing; but the roast beef.” “ Ererj tlung but f’ 
exclaimed the merchant ; and where is that “ It 
IS on the spit,” answered llowlcglass; “it is doing 
cool, at a distance as jou desired, m tlie coolest 
place m the house, which is the beer cellar. You 
did not say when jou would like to ba\e it roasted.” 
While his master was discussing this point with 
Howleglasb the guests l>egan lo arrne, to whom he 
candidl) related the incident, at which some looked 
grate and others laughed ; while his ladj was least of 
all satisfied w ith the joke. Indeed she proposed an 
ejectment of the new cook from the premises forth- 
with. 

“ hly loie,” said the merchant, “ gne yourself no 
kind of uneasiness about that! to-morrow I am going 
to Gollai, and he must see me there, but on my 
return he shall be discharged. Thej then all pro- 
ceeded to dinner, and made as good cheer as they 
could upon what they had got. In the evening when 
all was over, his master called llowlcglass, and said : 
“ Dol, see that my coach is m readiness early to- 
morrow morning, for I and the pnest arc going as 
far as Gollai ; so look that it be well cleaned and 
greased ” Accordingly when the whole family were 
abed, Howleglass proceeded to grease the chariot 
well both msidc and out And in the morning our 
merchant and the pnest mounted to drive off; but 
slip went the pnest whereyer he laid his hand or foot ; 
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and he had many a time nearly broken his neck as 
they drove along. “What the deuce,” he cried, 
“ can it be, that is so thick and greasy ?” 

So they stopped and called Howleglass in a gveat 
passion, enquiring what vile work he had been doing, 
and swore and threatened dreadfully. Just then a 
waggon load of straw luckily went by, and the un- 
happy party purchased a small quantity with which to 
purify the Avell bedizened chariot. Quite enraged^ 
the merchant cried out : “ Off to the gallows, you 
rascal !” and soon after Howleglass saw one not far 
from the road side, and driving the chariot right 
underneath it, he was proceeding very leisurely to 
unharness the horses. “ What is that you are about 
villain !” said his master. “ Why,” replied Howleglass, 
“ did not you order me to drive off to the gallows; 
where I thought I was to set you dowm.” On look- 
ing up, the priest and the merchant sure enough saw 
the gibbet ; upon which his master being seized with 
a panic commanded him to back, and drive right 
away as hard as he could flog. 

Rearing this, Howleglass dashed neck and nothing 
through the mud, so that by the horrible pulling and 
tearing, the vehicle came straight in two, the hinder 
part remaining with the merchant and the priest 
stuck in the mud, and the other proceeding with'^ 
Howleglass and the horses just as if nothing had 
happened. At length with much shouting and run- 
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ningthe merchant overtook liis driver, and was be- 
ginning to inflict summary vengeance upon him 
when tlie pncst came up and prevented him, and in 
this fashion tliey contrived to accomplish their jonr- 
nej, and so home again Well* his wife enquired 
how the merchant had enjoyed his journey ^ “ Oh 
delightful," cried the merchant, “ now that we are 
safelj returned " They then called Howleglass, saying* 

* 1 o»night eat and dnnk to )Our heart’s content, for 
to-morrow you quit this house I cannot keep j ou, 
you are too great a malicious rascal for me ” “ All 

light, master,’ said Howleglass, and in the morning 
when the merchant went out he again said, Eat and 
drink, take as much as you like, but do not let me 
find jou here when I come home from church/’ So 
while the family was at church, Howleglass proceeded 
as he had been ordered to take what he liked ; and 
very sUottlj he had almost completely gutted the 
house In short the merchant met him with a whole 
load of his goods in the street as he was coming from 
church “ Ha! my honest cook," he cried, “ what are 
5011 drc«smg now ’ “ hat jou commanded me to 

do,” replied Howleglass, “you informed me that I 
might take what I liked, and rid the house of me ” 
“ Leave these things where they arc," exclaimed the 
merchant, “and go to the devil if you please.” 
Howleglass said* “I do every Uimg that my mas- 
ters order me, and yet I cannot live in peace.” So 
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he quitted the merchant in a huff, wliom he was 
sorry again to have met with, while the former had 
his goods conveyed back to the house. 


now nowLEcr.Ass was invited to dinner, and what he did. 
In the town of Luxembourg!!, there lived a certain 
maker of flutes, who had so long beaten up the 
whole country round, as to be up to all kind of tricks. 
JBeing in Howleglass’s company, he one day said to 
him, '' Let us some day have a drinking bout ; sup- 
pose you were to come and dine with me to-morrow, 
if you are able.” “ That I can very easily do,” said 
Howleglass; though he did not rightly hear his 
words. The next day, however, when the hour was 
come, he proceeded to the house of the flute-maker. 
What .was his disappointment to find the house doors 
fast, and no answer to his calls ; and after many vain 
trials, he was compelled to kick his heels backwards 
and forwards, in hopes the host might return, until 
the afternoon being far spent, he was compelled to 
own himself a fool and went reluctantly home. 

On the ensuing day, he met his acquaintance, the 
flute-maker, in the market, and said ; “ My good 
friend, when you invite any one to dinner, are you in 
the habit of shutting your house door when it is 
ready ?” The other answered ; “ If you will recollect 
right, I asked you to come and dine with me, if you 
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were able ; but the house door bemg shut, and no one 
conung to open, it seems jouwere not able, therefore 
I excuse you.” Howleglass, sadly nettled at being 
made the subject of a tnck like his oum, replied, “ I 
thank jou, sir; I did not think of that ; but I see we 
may still Ine and learn something ” The other then 
laughed, and added* “ But jesting apart, if jou will 
now go to my house, I will soon follow, and you shall 
have an excellent dinner of roast and boiled, with no 
one but jourself” 

So Howleglass went, and found every thing as he 
had said, the man’s wife busily directing about the 
dinner. As it was quite ready, the girl went to look 
out for her master; his wife too finding she lingered, 
went after her to the door, while Howleghss following, 
just as tliey had stepped out, shut the door upon 
them both He had told them that the master was 
carrying home a fine sturgeon, and both vvife and 
sei rant now hastened to meet him 

Seeing them running so quickly, he said, “ Whither 
so fasf?” and his wife made answer* “ Howleglass is 
at our hou«e, and told us that you had bought a fine 
sturgeon ; where is it, that we may help you to carry 
if^’ IVIuch vexed, the man said: “Why not stop 
within doors , depend upon it he has tricked us 
True enough, when they amved, they found all the 
entrances seeured. “ Aye, this is the sturgeon you are 
come to fetch,” cried the husband, as he knocked 
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a^aiti and again ; “ and so Ilowlcglass stood in our 
shoes yesterday ; verily I fear ue shall dine ns he 
did.” “ Leave oil' knocking there," cried Ifowleglass 
from ■within, “and go about yotir business; for the 
good host assured me that I was to dine here tilone,but 
you may come after dinner.” The flute-maker said ; “ I 
said so, l)ut did not mean so;” b\it he was obliged to 
go to the house of one ofhis neighbours until it pleased 
Howlcglass to admit him into his own house, where 
he was enjoying himself dining with «o one but him- 
self, as he luid been told. 

Afterwards, he opened the doors as a great favor, 
and admitted the host, who only said, for he was very 
hungiy : “ Howlcglass, this is a bad linbil of yours to 
shut the owners out of their own houses !” and in this 
way was the trick of the host doubly requited. 


now nowLroLASs iiv rAi.si; witstssi s oiiT.\iNr.D a stw 
JUICE or CEOTII. 

Now as Howlcglass belonged .to that class of quiet 
citizens who are not at all fond of hard work ; at the 
same time loving a little good cheer ; he was obliged 
to be continually on the look out; ‘ quid cdendum,quid 
bibendum,’ — what he should oat and drink. One 
day he -went to a fair, where he saw a countiy'man 
who was buying a large linen sheet. Ho^vleglass 
began to think how he might have it instead of him. 
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after letting him pay for it, which he did Accosting 
him, he inquired where he livcd^ and this being as- 
certained, he next accosted a priest, and a malicious 
rogue hke himself, to whom he said “Now is the 
time you must assist me , and only maintain that the 
color of that fellow’s doth is blue, and I will give you 
a florin^ if I trick him, for your pains ” Then Howle- 
glass hastening after the man, with the priest and his 
companion following at a distance, both of whom 
were instructed to appear when he should make sig- 
nal, he joined the devoted countryma,n 

“ ’Well, friend, where did you buy that blue cloth 
The man answered, that it was green, and not blue 
Howleglass said “ It is blue sure enough, m my 
eyes” “You have got the blues if not the jaundice, 
then,” said the countryman “But, sir,” cried Howle- 
glass, “ I will lay you twenty florins against this cloth, 
that it IS blue, and let the fif5>t man we shall meet 
decide the point ” “ Done,” cned the man, and it 
was agreed , when Hoivleglass making signal, the 
priest’s companion joined them Said the country- 
man “ Sir, we two are disputing about the color of 
this here piece of c^oth , tell us truly what you think 
of It , we will abide by your opinion ’ Quoth the 
priest’s corrpanion “ There can be no doubt of that 
to any who have eyes it is a piece of blue cloth ” 
“ The devil it be * ’ exclaimed the man.; “ then you 
are a couple of rogues who have conspired together, 
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to pass sucli a skit upon me.” But Howleglass re- 
plied : “ I will say nothing of that ; however, here 
comes a priest, I will consent to end the matter as he 
shall judge best ; for he is the Lord’s priest and surely 
he will not lie to which the man agreed- So when 
the priest came up, Howleglass said; “ Sir, pray in- 
form us what is the color of this piece of cloth?’’ 
“ Why, my friends,” replied the priest, “ don’t you 
see that it is blue ?” The poor countryman afraid of 
gainsaying the priest directly added, “ That is true, 
but these other fellows told me that I lied.” The 

f 

priest said : “ What have I to do with your quarrel; 
whether it be black or blue ?” The man answered, 
“ Only, sir, that you would please to decide it.” The 
priest replied : “ Man, I can say nothing to the bu- 
siness, except that this piece of sheeting is blue.” 
“ Then,” cried the countryman, “if you were not a 
priest, I should say that you had told a hoirid lie, 
and that you were all three a set of malicious rascals ; 
but because you are a priest, it is my duty to believe 
you and he reluctantly gave up the cloth, which the 
villains cut up into wearing apparel for the wnter, 
leaving the unhappy rustic and his family in great 
necessity. 
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HOW HOWLECtASS rBETEBHED TO BESTOW TWENTY TWRIHS 
OPON TWELTE BEIHO MBS A»A SIONAE ACT OE CHARITY. 

In the tOAvn of Hanover, where Howleghss was then 
residing, he effected a number of nonderful tncLs, 
famous for their rare ingenuity, and of which the fol- 
lowing was one. One day he saw a dozen blind men 
proceeding along the road, all of whom stopped when 
they came opposite, thinking Howleglass was a gen 
tleman by the sound of his horse’s feet When they 
heard him stop, they made ft most bumble obeisance, 
and said : “ Good sir, we are weary travellers coming 
from town, where a rich man has yust given up the 
ghost, for the purpose of collecting alms ” “ Well,” 
said Honleglass, “ it is shocking cold, it is enough 
to kill you; so go back to themn which I have just 
left Here are twenty florins, with which you may 
enjoy yourselves,” at the same time giving them 
nothing, and mentioning the name of the tavern he 
had been at The blind all thanked him, each sup- 
posing that the other had received the florins, and 
then they turned back to stop Jt the place which 
Howleglass had pointed out. “ Good host,” they 
said, as they entered, “we haie met a gentleman on 
horseback who has given us twenty florins to spend 
with you during the winter season 

The landlord being an avaricious dog, received 
them with a kind wdcome, without ascertaining 
which of them was the treasurer ; so ushering them 
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into a room, lie said they should liavc the* he.sl he 
could aflbrd. Accordinsrly he gave them good fare, 
and plenty of strong drink, until he had made out a 
hill amounting to the exact sum of twenty florins. 
He then went to know whether they would like to 
settle? to which the blind answered, “ Yes adding, 
“ let him who received the florins, give them to our 
host for change.”* Here was the diflicidty ; first one 
and then another denied having received anv : and so 
with all the rest, when they began to scratch their 
heads, and look very foolish at the good host. They 
declared that they had been sadly imposed upon ; 
when after some vain reproaches, the liost begtm to 
consider that it would be worse to detain than to let 
them go; if he were to keep them at his inn. Yet, 
having resolved to be paid his money, he compounded 
the matter, by disposing of them in a large pigstye 
for a prison, and sent them a little hay and straw to 
feast upon. 

When Howleglass imagined the blind men must 
almost have spent their money, he rode back towards 
the inn ; and in going to the stable with his horse, he 
saw his blind friends in their new abode. Then ac- 
costing the host he said ; “ What can be the reason 

* This incident lias heen frequently worked up and become 
current in a number of stories, in particular among the Italians. 
It forms the subject of a Tale of Sacebetti ; and has been like- 
wise given by Sozzini, — Translator, 
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that you have got those poor fellows shut up there 
like hogs’ have you no bowels of compassion’” 
Would,” cried the host, “.that the rascals were 
•with, the rest of thou pack, and I was paid for their 
entertainment;" at the same time telling tiowleglass 
how he had been imposed upon. “ But," said our 
hero, “ could you not take bail for them “ Yes,” 
said the man, “ I should be glad to have good 
bond, and then let the pigs out of the stye.” “ You 
ivrctch,” said Howlcgla^ss, “ I will see whether it 
cannot be done for love of chanty," and he has- 
tened to the curate's house and said to him : “ Sir, 
1 entreat you will lend your hand to a pious work; 
mine host of the ■■ hath suddenly become pos- 
sessed , I think he hath a legion of devils ; I beseech 
you to try if you can exorcise them, and you will be 
rewarded.” “ That,” said the curate, “ I will do 
Tnlhngly, but we must wait a few days ; we must do 
nothing m a hurry” “Good,” said Howleglass, 
“ and m the meanwhile, I will bnng his wife, to 
whom you may communicate our intention.” “ Let 
her come,” said the curate, “and I will see to it.” 
So Ilowleglasij went back and said to the hostess, “ I 
have found good bond for your husband, if he will 
let you go with me to spei/c to the party.” This 
bemg agreed they went to tlw*. curate, and Howle- 
glass said: “ Here IS the man's wife ; nov/ let her hear 
what you ha\c promised.*’ “ Very good,” rephed the 
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curate. “If you will only have patience a day or 
two, good dame, I will call upon your husband, and 
hope to set him at rest.” “ That is a good hearing,” 
said the hostess, and hastened home to acquaint 
her husband, who satisfied of the curate’s respecta- 
bility gladly permitted the blind men to go free. 

Howleglass having thus settled matters with the 
liost took his departure ; leaving the curate and him 
to decide the qtiestion as they best could. Then on 
the appointed day, the hostess waited upon the curate 
to receive the amount of the blind mens’ bill. Then 
the curate replied ; “ It is by your luisband’s order 
you, are come?” to which she assented. “ I thought 
so,” said the holy man, “ it is the devil that makes 
him talk of money.” “ Nay,” said his wife, “ please 
you sir, not the devil ; it is he himself who wants the 
money.” “ Aye,” said he, “ I am told that the 
devil has prevailed with liiin, though I trust with the 
grace of God that he may yet be restored.” “ Well, 
well,” said the hostess, “ I see how it is ; when ill- 
disposed people are averse to pay, they make these 
inventions;” and she went homo, complaining bitterly 
of what the curate had said. 

But the host himself was so enraged, that he ran 
out of the house with a piece of roast beef which he 
had upon the spit, in his hand, and hastened towards 
the curate’s, who seeing his approach made the sign 
of the cross, and calling his neighbours to his aid, he 
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told them that the man \ras possessed The host 
running towards liun cned in a loud voice “ You 
shall pay, you shall pay ” AU present crossed them 
selves, aud «tQod round the priest, who ran a nar- 
row chance of being spitted by the demoniac, nho 
was with much difficulty dmcn avray All the efforts 
of the holy man proved in >ain to dispossess him of 
the bad spirit that made him continually harp upon 
the curate’s money, which he ncicr ceased to de- 
mand, though the former assured his neighbours 
solemnly that he owed him nothing Still he re- 
peatedly tned to rout the evil spirit without success , 
and the stnfe continued between them as long as the 
parties lived 


irou' tiOWI tOliSS rVTS A^OTIiClt LJM>LOni> 10 rovt ry toi 

tiOSIT 01 A DEAD WOir AT 1»LEBEM 

At that place there dwelt a proud and spiteful land- 
lord, who also piqued himself greatly upon his courage 
• Howleglass arrived at his house during the winter 
season in a great fall of snow Three merchants 
from Saxony, likewise amved late m the same even- 
ing The host casting a sidelong glance observed 
“Where the deuce can you be coming from at this 
time of night f ’ The merchants said they had un- 
luckdj met a wolf m the way, which together with 
the heavy fall of snow had delayed their arrival 

VOL I T 
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On hearing this, the host became more free in his 
remarks than before, ridiculing the idea of being 
scared by a wolf. “ For my part,” he continued, 
“ were I ,to encounter a dozen in the open fields, I 
would not budge a foot.. I Avould engage them like 
a man, and. not go out of my Avay like you and in 
this manner he Avent on jeering them till nightfall. 

Howleglass being present, and having heard the 
Avhole history, said not a Avord, but proposed to occupy 
the same room as the strangers, which they agreed for 
Avith the host. ■ When they had retired to the cham- 
ber they began to consider how they might requite 
their host for all the ridicule which he had heaped 
upon them. 

Then HoAvleglass spoke out : “ Gentlemen, I see 
this fellow is a great braggadocio, hardier in word than 
deed ; but I will put him to the proof, if you please.” 
“ Nothing could be more agreeable to us,” said they; 
“ and Ave will moreover pay you for your trouble.” 
Our hero ansAvered : “ To-morroAv go about your 
aflTairs, and return here in the evening. I Avill be pre- 
pared, and draw a draft upon the valour of our host, 
Avhich we shall see how he Avill honor.” So the mer- 
chants did, and paid both for themselves and Howle- 
glass; Avhile the host on his side, did not forget to 
Avarn them to take heed of the wolves, and shouted 
after, mocking them as they Avent. They thanked 
him; observing that if the Avolves should eat them. 
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they would be in no condition to return in the evening ; 
sayingwhich, Howleglass and they rode different ways. 
But at the time appointed they were true to thehour; 
while Howleglass meantime had the good fortune to 
meet a wolf which he Idllcd and flayed, being the most 
ingenious thief of the two. ^Vhen tlie wolfs hide had 
become hard with the frost, he conveyed it secretly 
into the host's house ; who had still rccdurse to his old 
bravados when he saw the merchants return. They 
only replied : “ As you can encounter so many wolves 
at a time, suppose you were to kill one just to shew 
your valour.” 

In a great passion he swore that there was no- 
thing which he said that he was afraid of doing ; and 
the merchants soon after went into their own room. 
Then Howleglass said : Pray, let me deal with him ; 
only take care, when the host and his household 
shall be at rest, to be on the watch.” At that time 
Howleglass went down stairs, and took the wolfs 
skin, quite hard and frozen, and placed it before the 
kitchen fire in an upright position, supported by sticks 
so as to look perfectly natural, with his jaws stretched 
wide with another stick, into which he had stuck two 
old shoes, as some sign of the hunger he felt. This 
done, Howleglass returned to the merchants who di- 
rectly began to rouse their host: “ Landlord, land- 
lord, Isayi!" ” What do you wanf^” answered the 
host. “ Want !” retorted they, ** we want something, 
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to be sure. Up with your tapster, your chambermaid, 
or yourself ; Ave -will settle tomorrow.” The host 
vexed at being thus disturbed, swore it Avas not the 
custom to drink during the night in Saxony. Still 
he called the bar-maid, bidding her carry what they 
Avanted into their room. So she got up and ran to 
light her candle. Seeing the av’oH' at the kitchen fire, 
she ran into the garden, imagining he had already 
eaten the children in the cradle. Next the host called 
his tapster and he too went doAvn to light his lanthom, 
Avhich he did before he got a sight of the Avolf ; and 
supposing he must have already devoured the girl, he 
hid himself in the cellar. Now HoAvleglass called the 
host himself for the third time, vociferating that the 
merchants were dying for drink ; or at any rate to 
bring them ' a light and they Avould go and draAV for 
themselves. 

Supposing his sen'ants must have fallen asleep, 
mine host at length rose, and Avent like the others to 
light his candle. In going to the fire, he got so near 
the wolf before he saAV him, that AA’hen he did, he fell 
doAvn with fright, thinking he Avas already in the 
beast’s paws, and uttering cries for help. As the mer- 
chants dreAV nigh, he hoAvled out most piteously : 
“ Oh haste, haste, he has eaten the tapster and the 
bar-maid ; he is just SAvallowing her shoes !” As he 
uttered these words, Howleglass and the merchants 
with peals of laughter ran in ; exclaiming, “ Here is 
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the brave man who would cleat the country of a do- 
zen woh es, and yet he is afraid of being shut up m 
his own house with a dead one *’ When the host 
found himself thus tricked, he was quite at a nonplus, 
being taken so very short, so tiiat he had not a word 
to throw at a dog, much less at a wolf now He saw 
well that his previous proud looks and boastings 
had lost all their lustre at the apparition of a dead 
wolf, and he sneaked back to his bed-room Next 
rooming the merchants m high tnumph settled their 
own and Howleglass's account with the humbled host, 
who never more ventured to boast of his peculiar va- 
lour , and they then departed 


now UOWL£or.AM VLaVZD a LVTtlt COC AKD UAB£ A PR£ 
SENT or m 9S|V TO m MISTRCSS THE iioaress to settle 
A TART or IJI9 SCORE 

Howlxglass having next taken up his quarters at 
Aslar, where he lodged with a person who had no 
other lodgers, except a little dog, to which she was 
nughtdy attached, our hero had a quarrel with her, 
■which aiose as follovfs She was always cherishing 
her favorite at Howleglass’s expence, seating him 
near the fire, treating him to tit bitb and teaching him 
to dnnk beer out of a porringer 

Now whenever Ho>tdeglass was dnnking, the dog 
began to make his court, and the hostess uniformly 
added . “You see,fnend, what he wants, give him a 
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drop in his porringer ; he is asking you and this was 
so often repeated that he shared with Howleglass 
every thing there was on table, until being quite full, 
he stretched himself again before the fire. At length 
after being both well fed for a length of time, Howlc- 
glass inquired for a settlement. On looking it over, 
he said : “ Now, my good hostess, answer me one 
thing. If you had a guest, who should eat all your 
victuals, and drink your beer, and had no money to 
pay you, how w6uld you like it?” The dame, blink- 
ing he spoke of himself, and not about her dog, 
said ; “ I give no credit here ; I must have either 
money or pledge from all.” Howleglass replied ; 
“ I am content for my share, let my companion look 
to his own.” Then on finding a fit occasion, in her 
absence from the room, he took the dog, and going 
into the stable he put him to death, and flayed him ; 
after which he returned into the house, with the 
skin under his coat. Then calling to the good lady, 
he said, “ Now, madam, I think we can settle.” So 
she presented him again with the account; ivhich 
he soon handed her back again, taxed with half 
costs. She eagerly inquired, “ Who is to pay the 
other half? for you have had the whole yourself.” 
“ Not so, madam,” replied Howleglass, “ there was 
one more, and he had no money to pay his share. 
However, he is willing to leave his pledge.” 

The hostess said : “ Who can that be ?” “ He 
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ill leave you,” said Howleglas®, “ the best suit he 
had to wear , ' at the same time, shewing her the 
httle dog’s jacket ** Here take it,” he said, “ this 
js the best suit of clothes, by way of pledge, which 
the fellow who eat and drank wth me, can leave 
you " The poor darae was dreadfully shocked at 
beholding the favourite’s jacket m such hands, and 
she cursed Howleglass from the bottom of her heart 
He replied Your maledictions are of no use , it is 
all your own fault, for you enjoined me to give plenty 
to eat and drink to your little cur ; and I kept telling 
^ou that he had no money, though you would not 
believe roe Now, as he ha« no money, he must e’en 
leave his coat , pray accept it for his part of the 
score '* 

The hostess at this, was more angry than before, 
and shrieked out “Away, villain, out of my house, 
and never shew your face again , march, sir, march ” 
“ No,” cried Howleglass, “ 1 will not march, but 
I will ride away saying which, he sprang upon his 
horse, saying, “ Good hostess, take precious care of 
your pledge, until you get the money , for I shall 
come back again, and hope to taste the flavour of 
your ivme, without paying any thing at all ” 
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iio\v iiowi-tGLAfS rARTiinn .MOCKi'.D Tnr, samk iiostlss, by 
MAKING riEn BELIEVE THAT HE WAS TAKEN PniSONEE, AND 
STRETCHED UPON A WHEEL. 

In little more than a week after this adventure, 
Howleglass came to lodge at a village near Aslar, 
where he left his horse, and changing his dress, Avent 
to see his former hostess. Now, there happened to 
be a wheel lying before the door, upon which he 
seated himself, and bade the hostess good day. He 
then asked Avhether she had yet heard tidings of 
Howleglass ? “ What should I hear,” said she, “ of a 
Avretch too horrible for me to hear even named !’' 
“ Why,” said our hero, “ Avhat has he done, that 
you are so very angiy ? Don’t you know that he 
never leaves any place, Avithout committing a. number 
of Avicked tricks ?” “ That,” replied the hostess, “ I 

can Avell aver; for it is not more than eight days 
since he flayed my little dog, and himself gave me 
the hide for Avhat he said he had drunk.” HoAvle- 
glass said : “ That Avas not Avell done.” “ But,” 
said the hostess, “ it Avill come home to him, some of 
these days.” “True, hostess,” said HoAvleglass, “he 
has already got his deserts ; he is stretched upon a 
Avheel.” “ Praised be the Lord,” cried the hostess ; 
“ and had I been there, I AAmuld gladly have paid 
for the Avheel ; and if I had the power, I Avould have 
broken his legs and arms Avith my OAvn hand.’’" 
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Then,” said Howle^ass, **wfi have said enough 
upon this subject , it is, however, all true that I have 
said for he was then leaning upon a wheel ; and 
bidding her farewell, he hastened from the spot, nor 
ever returned to it again. 


aow ROWLCGLASS TOOK OCCiSION TO PLACE JIIS HOSTESS BPOV 
A SLATOP UOT COALS 

After Howleglass’s departure, he went to quarter 
himself upon a house, where the landlord w as absent , 
and to begin, he inquired of his wife, whether she 
knew any thing of Howleglass ** No, not I,” said 
she, “ but I have heard that he is a jm^hievous 
hound ” Howleglass however, again addressed her 
with fair words ** I wonder, madam, that you don’t 
know him'* ** I have no wish,’ she replied, ** for 
every body repeats rt, as far as I hear , and com- 
plains of him ” Then Howleglass said “ Madam, 
if be have done you no harm, why do you abuse him 
so^ You only know him to be sudi a malicious rogue, 
from hearsay ” ** Yes,” said the woman, “ I tell 
It you just as I heard it, from my lodgers , ’ at which, 
Howleglass held his tongue The nejft morning, 
however, he rose early, and finding the embers still 
warm m the kitchen, he kindled them up a little, 
and then went and earned the hostess, who was m 
a sound sleep, down stairs, and laid her upon the 
L 5 
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hot coals, which made her smart w’cll, before she 
awoke. Then Howlcglass said ; “ Now', indeed, dame, 
you may say from your own experience, much better 
timn hearsay, that Howlcglass is a malicious rogue ; 
for you have had a taste of his tricks,” Tlie hostess 
began to cry murder, and stop thief, stop thief, with 
as loud a voice as she could, but Howlcglass made 
his escape; adding, “This is the way to serve people, 
who say ill of one by hearsay, though one never did 
them any harm, nor even so much as saw them.” 


now nowoEOLAss deceived a Dutchman with a p.oastid 

APPLE. 

A SHOUT time afterwards, Howleglass went into a 
tavern where there were a number of Dutchmen. 
Bebg disgusted with them, he ordered a dozen eggs 
to be boiled, and set before him. One of the Dutch- 
men, however, taking Howleglass for a simple nistiCj 
took the eggs one after another, and devoured them 
all ; each time setting a shell before Howleglass, and 
obsemng ; “ Here, sir, is the husk, but the kernel 
has slipt out.” The rest of the company laughed, 
and Howleglass likewise, staring at them like a fool, 
as if he,had been moon-struck. But hear the sequel ! 

In, the evening, Howleglass called for a roasted 
apple, which he emptied aS: adroitly as the Dutchman 
had done the eggs ; leaving only the pippins within ; 
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to ■which he added a goose qndl cat ap into several 
bits upon a trencher ; he then took and laid it upon 
the table, rvith sugar and ginger, as if he had been 
going to make a feast; and leaving the room, he 
patiently awaited the result He was no sooner 
gone, than the same Dutchman took his apple, and 
devoured it hastily, to empty the apple, before his 
return ; but lo I in a minute or so, he was seized with 
the most excruciating pangs and vomitings, and be- 
came so extremely sick, that the host and his com- 
panions believed he would infallibly die. Alas,” 
cried the man, “I am poisoned; fare you well.” 

No,” replied Howlegtass, you are not poisoned ; 
but you are labouring under a very strong emetic, 
such as the great gourmand’s stomach is sometimes 
subject to. Had the Dutchman Brst informed me that 
he was about to devour the apple, I could have told 
him that it would not agree with boiled eggs. In 
fact, they are bitter and sweet enemies to each other ; 
they cannot remain five minutes under the same 
roof, so you see they are compelled to part.” 

With some difficulty, the Dutchman recovered; 
and he then smd to Howleglass: “Eat in future, 
whatever you like best; I will never meddle with you, 
nor ever invite myself to sup with you again.” 
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now H0v\’i.rotAS3 vnr.vAri.iD rrov a womav to DrsmoY 
llrtl OWN rAIlTIir-N-WARr. 


One. day Howlcglass went to pay a visit to the 
Bishop of Bremen, who had a great regard for him ; 
as they liad spent many a merry hour together. So 
having first lodged his horse in the bishop’s stable, 
and ordered him good provision of hay and oats, he 
hastened into the palace. Bidding him welcome, the 
good bishop expressed a wish to see some specimens 
of his ingenuity ; but Howleglass wore a very grave 
countenance, and slowly repeated his Pater Noster, to 
which his friend the bishop listened rather impatiently. 
, . . Now Howleglass had just before been w'ith a 
a crockery-ware woman, and had made a bargain 
with her for all her crockery ware, which she was 
bribed, with suicidal hand, to, break , to pieces,. at a 
signal to be given by Howleglass. The bishop now 
enquired of him where he had last been ; and Hqwle- 
glass answered ; “ to church.” “ Indeed, you are 
very solemn,” said the bishop ; “ will you do nothing 
to make one laugh V’ “ Please your Grace,” replied 
Howleglass, “ if you will come as far as the market- 
place, you will see a W’oman who. is selling eartlien- 
ware, and who without saying a word, when I make 
a secret sign to you, shall fall upon her own wares, 
and break them to pieces.” The bishop said ; “ That 
i should like to see! but I will bet you thirty gold 
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crowns that she wiH do no such foolish thing 
What ‘ break her own pots’ impossible ' 

So the bargain was made , and the bishop went 
along with Howleglass to the market, who pointed 
out the woman where «he stood, and just as they had 
reached the steps of the town hall, he made a sign 
as he had said, and the bishop looked attentively to- 
^vards the spot 

The same moment the crockery woman got np as 
if m a great passion, and began to smash her wares 
w ith a huge stick, until the whole were demolished 
All the spectators burst out a laughing as well as the 
bishop and his people , and on their return the bishop 
said to Howleglass, “How the deuce could you 
possess the woman to break her o\to crockery ^ tell 
me, and I will pay you the thirty crowns’ “Please 
your Grace, said Howleglass, “ it was not done by 
chance nor ignorance, the truth is I had bought 
them The bishop began to laugh, and gave 
Howleglass the thirty crowns, only making him promise 
that he would not amuse any one else with the story , 
m which case, he would gne him a good fat beeve , 
and Howleghss veiy joyfully took his departure 
Ihe bishop being seated at table with his gentle 
men, informed them that he had learnt the secret 
of the crockery woman's conduct , and the whole party 
shewed great curiosity to know it The bishop said 
“If jou will each of you give me a fat beeve for my 
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kitfiten, I hiivi- n'> otijrctifin." 3’h'' v.iiol'- j -irty 
to {^ivcaaf-; jno'.t of liu iti tti'i* *.d tr«, t-.n'.h 
to thr value of six cfo*.\n>t. W}»rjj t!-..- {w. “.»•<< v/r?** 
coIUcUh], Htuvlr^ld* =! eamt- forv..sril fl< rlar* *! tK^t 
oiH‘ luilf of them b«'lon'j:‘tl t»> Inm. *' No,'* < th«' 
hisliop, “oiilywhull promi'^'.tl yoti'/’ ati'l I.*- 
one of the (intx-'t, which lf*vv,le„'lro.<s tirfAc cSF. 

'I’lic hi.^hop then callin'; Itin lord*, and i;< jjtlen'a n 
said; " Lihtcn and I will Ktcpiny {jron)i‘'c : it wa*5 
that malicious- ro;;ne llowh wh.o hnh'.d the 

woman in oider to im{>osc on me ; the r>-4 yonr 
sa^acilv will account for." When the whole com- 
pany heard this, they wi re fjuile ashamed and chap- 
fallen ; for they repented luoiir^ Ir.irtered their oxtn 
on such tenns, hut they wa re ohli^mfl tu hold tlieir 
tongxic.s. 'rite hi-^hop on his sitlc, had t-veii done 
better than Howlcirlass, for he not only repaid hiin- 
.seJf the thirty crowns, Imt cleared a nna h larijer sutn 
by the sale of the heevts, of which oiir hero (ihtaincd 
one. The lords and f;eullem(n indeed wore* sadly 
chagrined at having^ been thus tricked by their 
bishop, htit there w;is no help for it. 


now nowr.iot.Ass iinoicr Titr ciiam i. sxr res or rnr noev 
.'iONKB coino TO SINO >!ATt.V.S, ANP wriAT rNSlTD. 

Howleglass being now jrretty far advanced in year 
began to think of repentance, and turnctl his thonght-s 
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to religion, wth the hope of reforming his evil tvays. 
For this purpose he went to the Abbot of Mariendal 
in the land of Saxony, whom he intreated to find him 
& resting place, as a sort of lay brother. The abbot 
who was a facetious man, replied : “ I will give you 
a placfe, bnl it must not be a resting place ; you must 
do something for yonr living, we have no sinecures 
hete. Both I and my brethren are all engaged ift 
doing something, and all here do as theyare biddefn." 
“ Reverend Father," said Howleglass, “ what pleases 
you will please me well." Then the abbot said : 
"■Yeti see pretty Well that you do not much like 
work, so 'you shall have a station at the gates, which 
you will only have to open and shut, and to con- 
verse with civil people.” “ Revfercnd Father,” replied 
Howleglass, ** Heaven rewanJ you, I will assuredly 
do whatever you command, and leave undone, what- 
ever you please to forbid. I Cab say no more/’ 
" Then” said the abbot, “ hete are the keys ; an'd 
be sure not to admit all that knock at out gates, but 
only three or four at die most ; for there are so many 
idling rogues abroad, that if we were to admit thent 
all, the gourmands would eat up our monastery.” 
Howleglass made answer: Reverend Father, I 
Would willingly prevent that.” 

N6w it one day happened that a party of the 
monks were returning with a convoy of provisions for 
the convent, and Howleglass would pennit only four 
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to enter, leaving the rest to kick their heels on the 
outside. A complaint of this being made to the 
abbot, he said to Howleglass : “ Oh, I see you are a 
•wag, and is that the reason you would not admit my 
monks into the monastei-y 

“ Father,” said Howleglass, “ I admitted as many 
as you commanded me, and no more.” ‘‘ Nay,” 
said the abbot, “ you have played the rogue, the 
malicious rogue ; and you are no longer worthy to be 
called our porter.” So he put another in his place, 
feeling quite assured that he would never abandon 
his old tricks, and transferred him to another post. 
This was to take a muster of the monks who came 
to matins ; “ and mark,” added the abbot, “ if you be 
tripping here, I shall give you notice and rid the 
convent of you.” Howleglass said : “ Reverend Fa- 
ther, this taking muster will be a hea^^y job; how 
many are you, I Avonder !” “ Do it as I say,” repeated 
the abbot ; for he had already wished to get rid of 
him. Then thought Howleglass, I shall never be 
able to number all these sheep by the head. ' They 
must not come to matins too fast. So he went and 
broke some of the staircase steps leading' into the 
place ; and first came, and first did go, plump 
down, the prior, an ancient holy man, tvho Avas in the 
habit of leading the Avay to matins, and broke his leg 
upon the steps. He made such piteous moans, that 
the rest of the monks ran in a body to see Avhat 
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could be the matter, and in tlicip zeal to sa\e the 
prior they all fell down the step** from top to bottom. 
Howleglass was standing near counting them as tlic) 
fell, with a piece of chalk upon a <Htc, and just as 
the abbot got up, he observed. “Hc^crcntl Father, 
have 1 not well fulfilled jour orders’ Iha^otakcna 
muster of the monks ; here it is/* Then tlic abbot 
answered *. “ You have plajed the part of a mahcious 
wag as you are; so budge speedily hence 1’ Then 
It was, that Howleglass took his departure for 
Mullen, where it is no wonder tlial he fell sick, and 
had limo to repent of his late impious tricks. 


now nowteciAss crew tcrt «tCK 4T uvLttv, now nc 
viicATCD Tiie .troTiiecAftY, at whose iiusc ut w«i, 
JIOWilE Wll CARniCD 10 TUe uospital, ASO WIIAT lie 
AAiD wuese (iecoold DO VO uohe sttscuiLr IV ms oeu 

WAY 

At Mullen, Howleglass feeling Jumsclf gnevously 
sick, marched straight to the house of an apothecary, 
asked for some medicine, and walked up stairs to 
bed, bidding the doctor to attend to his case. Some- 
what \exed at this want of ceremony, jet supposing 
he could pay well, the doctor determined to ad- 
minister sharp medicines; which being taken, \crv 
speedily compelled Howleglass to get up agam Be- 
ing m the night, however, he began to advise with 
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himself, what was best to be done. On going dov/n 
stairs, he found all the doors made fast, except that 
into the doctor’s shop, into which he entered, still - 
greatly puzzled, and reasoning within himself: “At 
all events, this good apothecary shall lose nothing 
by me. True it is, I have neither silver nor gold, 
but I wall give him what I have.” And now he 
was just on the point of replacing one of the doc- 
tor’s drug boxes ; when the doctor hearing a noise 
below stairs, suddenly entered. On finding how 
matters stood, he went into a passion, and vowing 
Howleglass should stay no longer in his house, he 
had him conveyed to the hotel of San Spirito, where 
his mother heaving that he was at his last hour, be- 
ing veiy poor, and believing he might have some 
money to leave, W'as soon in attendance. Beginning 
to weep and lament over his condition, she said : 
“ My poor son, where are you so unwell ?” Howle- 
glass replied : “ Here, mother, between the wall and 
the bed.” “ Nay,” said his mother, “ speak to me 
sweet and pretty words, dear son !” Howleglass re- 
plied : “ Honey, honey ! is that a sweet thing ?” She 
then said: “My good Howleglass, where is your 
money, and where are your goods ?’’ “ They are so 
safe, I think nobody will find them ; but I leave 
you, mother, all my goods, just straight and crooked 
as they are.” 

Howleglass now fast getting worse, was asked 



IIOWLEOIASS 


235 


he would notUke to ha\c a confessor, and 
take the sacrament, to which he agreed , for he said 
he felt that he should never give tins last cncmj the 
shp “Never mind," said on ancient Bcguinc nun, 
“ you have only to repent, in order to smooth your 
way out of the world ’ “Nay,* quoth Ho«leglas«, 
“I «hall die neither more smoothlj, nor plcasantlv, 
for repenting of my sms, for deatli is hard and hitter , 
it takes a good deal to kiU one, good or had , besides 
I will make no private confession \S hy should 1 ^ 
I have stmicd against all nations, and all individuals, 
wherever I found them Tliosc I have any uay be- 
nefited, Mill speak of It after my death, and ns for 
such os I have injured, )ou may depend tlmt they 
will not hold their tongues Iloiicvcr, I only re- 
pent of two things, which I hare never been able to 
accomplish ’’ “ Nay,* said the old nun, “ rather 

be joyful, if they should be any thing wrong, and 
repent of the rest of your sins’ “ ^ ou may think 
of It as you please,' replied Ilowleglass, “ but they 
arc as follow Mhenever I saw any one picking his 
teeth with a knife, or any thing else, I felt mfimte 
legret at not havmg put something on the point of 
it The other is, that whenever I saw an old woman 
above fifty, I felt a great inclination to have her 
either burned or drowned, to nd the world of her 
“ Then heaven take care of you,* said the old nun, 
“ for I no longer will I am ttiyself sixty years old ’ 
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“ Yes,” said Ilowlcglass, “ it is that that vexes me.” 
“Oh! the devil fetch you!” cried the nun ; and she 
left her sick patient, in a great hufT, to himself. 
“ Ah 1” said I lowlcglass, “ I find she is not a truly de- 
vout sister, or she would not so lightly have taken 
ofleucc; in my opinion, she is worse than the devil.” 


HOW iiowLrcLASs ONCi; runciiASru soMK nuTTr.p.-Jiii.i:, and 
THK JIANNKP. IS' WHICH HK PAVED EOIl IT. 

We must not here forget to mention, that before 
Howleglass went to the monaster}' of I^Iaricndal, of 
which there has already been an account, he arrived 
on occasion of a festival at Bremen. He perceived a 
number of countrywomen coming to the fair, carr}'- 
ing buttermilk, and he marched up to them as if he 
had been a public ofiiccr, and ordered them to empty 
their milk into a large vessel, marking down the con- 
tents of each, upon a slate, in order to obviirte all 
abuse. 

Supposing they w'cre to be paid for their milk’ 
the women stood waiting; and Howleglass told them 
that he would settle with them the week after, when 
they all ran to take their milk back ; •while Howle- 
glass told each of them to take her own. Great was 
now the scramble, all were drenched and painted 
from head to foot with butter-milk, and flung their 
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jugs at one another's heads, making a most hideous 
dm. 

"When they a little recovered, hardly knowing on 
whom to take vengeance, they sought every where 
for Howleglass, crying out, “ Where is that malicious 
rogue, who pretended to measure and take our milk ’ 
Let us have him that we may duck him in the mash- 
ing tub ” The spectators of this scene were greatly 
amused, observing to all that passed, “ What a day 
it is' Do you see ho\^ it has been raimng butter- 
milk’ the streets are swimming with it." 


HOW HOWLtOlASS SNTESED INIO Tllfi OKHSR OF ST. AHTOMY, 
AND VnrACHPU AT A TILLAGE NEAR BARCfLOVA, IS CATA* 
tONIA , AVO AZHIBirCP RfLICS TO THE PEOPLE. WHICH HE 
HAD SROVaUT PROM THE HOLY LA'S!) * 

At the time when Howleglass was a monk of the 
order of St. Antony, and called the Rev. Father 
Anaslasras, he was often in the habit of going to 
collect alms, as much as the simple were pleased to 
give him, at least once a year. Now Howleglass 

• It will be observed, that portions of this and the next 
chapter, are almost identical with similar descriptions in the 
Italian Novelists, and m pome parts of Fnar Gerund. In what 
direction the current of fiction first ran, it is difficult in this in- 
stance to saj, but we are inclined to tbm^ that Howleglass 
has occasionally arrogated to himself, tbe exploits of others. 

Tramlatirr 
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from the Holy Land, beyond sea, no less than one of 
the feathers from the wing of the angel Gabriel, ryhich 
he dropped in the chamber of the Virgin, when he 
came to make the annunciation at Nazareth. Hav* 
ing announced this, he ceased, and returned to hear 
mass. Butnow at the time when he made this modest 
proposal, there were present two boon companions, 
both of whom, though intimate with Howleglass, no 
sooner heard his intention, than they resolved to play 
him one of his ovra kind of tricks. Knowing tJiat he 
was that day dining with one of his friends at the 
castle, they no sooner saw him seated at tabic, than 
they slipped down into the street, and went forthwith 
to his lodgings; and while one amused the ser- 
vant, the other contrived to find the famous feather 
which he secretly secured, leaving every thing else 
exactly as he found it. 'They were curious to hear 
what Howleglass would say to the people, when he 
found the loss of his relic — ^the parrot’s feather, of 
which they had deprived him. To complete the joke, 
they likewise substiUited some coals in die box 
from which they had taken it At the appointed 
time, they went to see how Howleglass would. look 
when he found the coals instead of the feather in the 
presence of all the people. After grand mass had 
been -said, the simple audience waited in the utmost 
state of excitation for a s^tof the angel Gabriel’s 
feather. Every one repeated the approaching liii- 
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^ult his ephemerides until the next day. On his return 
to the parsonage, he met Howleglass, who observing 
his downcast mien, inquired what was the matter? 
Then the other related all that had just passed 
between him and his lordship; upon which Howle- 
glass observed : “ Let me deal with the brute, and I 
will deliver you out of his hand. You have only to lend 
me your gown and cope; and as he has never seen 
me, and Avas in bed when he spoke to you, I will be 
bound he will not recognize me. I shall assume your 
name, not your Avits, and shall be able to resolve all 
the gentleman’s doubts, I doubt not.” Noav the 
parson, aAvare that HoAvleglass Avas extremely subtle 
and ingenious, and being quite, at a loss as to what 
he should answer on the morrow, determined to be 
Avholly guided by him. He gladly accepted his pro- 
posal ; and the same evening sent him his gown, his 
cowl and hood, Avith his best red bonnet. 

Accordingly, the next morning, HoAvleglass ar- 
rayed himself in the parson’s long floAving habiliments, 
nor would any one who met him have taken him for 
less than a master of arts. Thus attired, he waited 
upon the great lord, and sent in his name by the 
footman, adding, “ that he was come to ansAVer for 
himself, as he had been commanded.” This soon 
brought him into his lordship’s presence, who irb 
quired Avhether he Avas able to resolve him the questions 
he had proposed? HoAA^eglass ansAvered, That he 
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was, upon peril of Ins Lfe” Rejoiced tohear ttns, the 
lord said : Tell me then, where is the middle of the 
world “ It IS just where I stand for me,* and where 
you stand for you, and so with every one else ” “ How 
will you prove that said his lordship “ It is for 
you to prove that it is false ; do that, and you may 
flog me to death ” Being unable to piove himm the 
wrong, he said, “Well, let this pass; and to the 
second* How much do jou think I am worth 
"Something under thirty pieces,” answered Howie- 
glass boldly ; “ you will have no reason to complain, 
if I state It at tweatj-nine ; for our Saviour was be- 
trayed for thirty.” “You are right again, friend. 
Now let us see once more, if jou get over the next, 
you will have nearly saved jour bones , jou will gain 
something” “My lord,” quoth he, “ I fear your 
lordship IS thinking more of your own profit than of 
mine, and I imagine I have pretty well satisfied you 
there ” “That is true,” said the other, “ but how 
will you get over the fourth, think you’ will you tell 
me what I believe “ Yes, sir, I will , is it not true 
you believe that I am your curate “ I do,” said 
the lord “ Well, but I am not,” replied Howleglass, 
“ for I am only your miller So I have answered 
all” 

• TUe Translator has here ^lightly altered aad curtailed the 
original, m order to avoid much absurd discussion and puerility 
quite too stale and obsolete for modem ideas —TroTislator. 
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In this way did Howlcglass by his siiblilty, not 
only save the poor parson’s jacket from a severe dust- 
ing, but gave this whimsical and harsh landlord a 
hearty laugh, which served to banish for a season 
his odd and atrabilious humour. 


now nOWLEOLAES WAS IMPOSED UPON DV A PI.IND MAOIS- 
THATF., AND HOW HE, TREATED HIM IN HIS TURN 

In the city of Rouen, there was a certain tax levied 
upon all those who chose to set up public houses of 
entertainment, caiJecI the sign tax ; four francs, or a 
crorvn piece being required for permission to hoist a 
sign. Now, Howleglass wishing to become a pub- 
lican, as well as a sinner, could never obtain per- 
mission from a certain blind officer, who held the 
office, unless he would consent to give him a whole 
pistole, for they had formerly had a dispute together. 
This he was at last constrained to do, but not with- 
out making an inward vow that he should live to 
repent its exaction. 

So the moment he obtained his licence, Howle- 
glass had a sign painted, representing a blind tax- 
gatherer, in the act of receiving a pistole ; and there 
was -written underneath; “Au Borgne qui prend/’ 
“ To the blind rogue who receives.” Now every one 
who saw the sign, and knew of the previous quarrel, 
was almost con-vulsed with laughter at the sight ; 
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Mntil it came to the turn of the blind magistrate to 
hear of what he could not so well see , and mightily 
scandalized he was So forthwith he prosecuted 
Howleglass for a libel, who when examined, and 
cross-examined upon the point, confessed that it was 
true he had set it up m derision of the man, who had 
exacted from him double of what was due, before he 
would give him a license Upon this the plaintiff, after 
being put to his oatli, reluctantly owned that it was 
true, and consented to give up the surplus. This 
■was dually decieed, and at the same time, that 
Howleglass should alter the sign of his house, which 
he afterwards did in the following manner, by merely 
striking out one of the letters, a single P, m his sign , 
leaving the whole painting just as before It was 
now « Au Borgne qui rend ‘*To the blind rogue 
who restores,’ alluding farther to the judicial settle- 
ment of the affair. 

Tiloreover, it is true, that from the posture m 
which the blind signman stood, it was difficult to 
ascertain whether he was in the act of taking or 
giving the money , msoraucU that Howleglass now 
ctoutlj mamtamed that lie had thus satisfied the 
ends of justice. And m fact, on the second com* 
plaint being brought fonvaid by the blind ro<me, it 
ins dismissed by the court, which had detected Iws 
former mahersation. 
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THE SUDTir. Vr.NOEANCi: TAKEN UY IlOWI.roI.AEK, IVIIEN HE 

EMiinAcr.D Tin; i'ahty or Fosir. riir.scitMEN aoainst a 

SPANIAJID. 

When Howlcglass took his departure from Gennany, 
•with the intention of going to travel in different 
places, more particularly in Spain, he went through 
France, in order to shorten his journey. As he en- 
tered into the former country, he met -with a native, 
•who asked him somewhat rudely, who he was, whence 
he came, and what he wanted ? Howleglass answered : 
“ I am a German, I come from travelling through 
the world, and I want none of your company. I 
want to know the manners of the people; -wherever 
I go.” Faith!" said the Spaniai'd, I am sur- 
prised to hear, that you, who arc a German and 
doubtless a catholic, should visit France, a country 
where there is so little religion, and hawUy a saint to 
bless themselves withal ; while in Spain here they ai'C 
as innumerable as the hairs on one’s head.” “ But,” 
said Howleglass, “ I heard a very different version 
of the story, as J was passing through France ; for 
there they stoutly maintained that their saints were 
at the head of the calendar.” Upon this, the Spa- 
niard flew into a great passion, and asked Howdeglass 
if he meant to espouse the French party, to which 
our hero replied, that he did. The dispute then 
rose high, respecting the prerogatives of the two 
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nations , and the Spaniaid 6ndmg; that he had the 
worst of it, the French having an evident advantage 
over the Spaniards, began to rest his argument upon 
the merits of their religion ‘‘ Where,’ said he, 
will you meet m France, with true devoutness, such 
as you witness here‘s I haie traversed that wicked 
country, where religion is so little honoured, that 
when the holy sacrament is administered to the sick, 
it IS borne by a single priest, with a little clerk, who 
nags a little sheep bell, followed by no kind of tram 
Now, behold m Spam, when the holy sacrament pro- 
ceeds through the streets, with what pomp and 
train, and majesty it is accompanied ' How the holy 
torches blaze , what a concourse of people follow , 
what honour is on all sides shewn’ insomuch, that 
passengers, whatever pressing affairs they may have 
m hand, arc bound to jom the piocession, even the 
king and his mighty grandees themselves, think it a 
favour to be allowed to support one of the staffs of 
the holy cloth, with which it is covered ” “ I own,” 
said Howleglass, “ that all this is very grand, but in 
France, religion is celebrated by its ancient and de- 
vout ministers, and stands m little need of all this 
parade and ceremony while m Spam, where you 
have such an abundance of Jews, I suppose you 
would be afraid, if you did not make a strong party, 
as joii went along, and this is the reason that you 
muster so strong, lest you should be crucified’’ 
“ How,” cned out the Spamard, still more inflamed , 
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“ do you presume to enter into competition witli us, 
even in religion? why, sir, there have been more 
saints canonized here in Spain, than there are hairs 
in my beard.” “ Very likely,” said Howleglass, 
« but there are more in France;” and- the dispute 
continued in the presence of a number of people who 
had assembled. So Howleglass pursued his victory 
more boldly : “ More saints than there are hairs in 

your beard, indeed ! ! Why, in France there are 
more than all the hairs of my beard and head put 
together. But let us at once come to the proof ! 
Only consent that at every French saint I name, I 
shall extract a hair out of your long beard, and -you 
shall do the same for every Spanish saint, with 
mine.” “ Oh, very good,” replied the Spaniard ; 

for very shortly, you poor %vretch, you wiU not 
have a hair left to number Avith.” A pretty round 
Avager being staked, HoAvleglass was the first to be- 
gin, by plucking a hair from the Spaniard’s beard, in 
pronouncing the name of St. Denis. The Spaniard 
uext returned the compliment in the name of St. 
Ignatius. HoAvleglass folloAved with that of St. 
Martin. The Spaniard’s next Avas St. Xavier. 
Howleglass tlien gave him a pull for St. Louis. 
The Spaniard gave St. Isidore. Howleglass, St. 
Bruno. But noAV the Spaniard, snatching tAvo hairs 
at a time, Avhich made poor HoAvleglass smart, cried, 
St. Cosmo, St. Damien, St . . . .” Here HoAvle- 
glass interrupted him, for, desirous of revenging the 
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pam t)f his two hairs, he seized the Spaniard’s whole 
moustache m his hand , and with a fierce tug, he 
cried out m the name of the eleven thousand virgins, 
which speedily terminated the contest For such 
was the agony that the poor Spaniard endured, as to 
compel him to leave the field, which he was glad to 
do; as he would ha\e found some difficulty m match- 
ing Howleglass’s eleven thousand virgins, with a 
single saint. 


now ITOWtEClJgS OROWmO INVIBM ni8 will, AK& 

nePARTSTUIS UTZ 

Howleolass now daily feeling himself getting worse 
and worse, proceeded to make his will, and thus divided 
Ills property into three parts The first he left to his 
friends, the second to the council of Mullen, and the 
third to the parson of that place. He also desired 
that after he should have slipped his breath, they 
should inter his body m holy ground, and that they 
should say the service as on other occasions for the 
peace of his soul He then went on to descnbe the 
place where he kept a laige money chest, m which 
the whole of the propertj he had bequeathed was to 
be found, secured with four heavy locks, to be di- 
vided exactlj into the slated portions 

This chest was found and put into the care of 
the public authonties ; and in truth it was heavy and 
solid enough, awakening agreeable anticipations on 
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tlic part of the Icgfatccs. Shortly after this tlispo- 
sition of his effects, Howlcj^lass departed this life, 
and being wrapt in his winding sheet, was placed in his 
coffin, and carried upon two biers to his last home. 
While the priests W’cre busy singing dirges and 
placebo over his remains, there came a sow with her 
little pigs into the church-yard, and beginning to 
scratch herself against the side of the supporters, she 
unluckily upset Howlcglass together with the bier, 
making such a honiblc clatter, that the priests, it 
being in the night, all took to their heels thinking he 
had come to life again, leaving our hero uninterred. 
The Beguine monks, however, came and placed him 
upon the supporters, though with his face downwards, 
insomuch that being thus placed in the earth, his oum 
fancy was accomplished, as it were by accident. 

In about a month the three parties met to divide 
the contents of the great 'money chest, agreeably to 
the tenor of the will. On being opened with all due 
form and ceremony, what was their vexation to find 
only a heap of stones. They cast angi-y looks at 
each other, the parson imagining that the temporal 
authorities had pillaged the chest; while the magis- 
trates conjectured that his own friends must have 
broken it open during Howleglass’s illness. His 
friends on the contrai’y thought that the priest had 
committed the burglary, during the time that Howie- 
glass was making his confession. In fact each party 
was highly exasperated against the other. The pai’- 
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son and the council were for dismtenmg the body, 
and having it deposited m a fitter place under the 
old gibbet , but when they began to remove him, he 
saluted them with such an uncommonly strong odour, 
that they could no longer support it, and weie glad 
to cover him up and leave him where he was 

Howleglasa was buned m the year 1350, and his 
latter end was almost as odd and eccentric as his life 
For as they were lowering him again into the grave, one 
of the ropes supporting the feet gave way and left the 
coffin m an upnght position, so that Howleglass was 
still upon his legs Those who were present then 
said ; ** Come, let us leave him as he is, for as he was 
like no body else when he ^vas alive, he is resolved to 
be as queer now he is dead ” 

Accordingly they left Howleglass bolt upnght as 
he had fallen, and placing a stone over his head, on 
which wets cut the figure of an owl with a looking- 
glass under its claws, the device of his name, they 
inscnbed round it the following hues — 

HOWLEGLASS S EPITAPH. 

HERE LIES IIOWLEOLASS, BURIED LOW, 

HIS BODY IS IV THE CROWD, 

WE WARV THE PASSENGER TH IT SO 
HE 3lO\E NOT THIS STONe’s BOUND * 

IV THli YEAR OF OCR liORD MCCCL 

• ITiere was a drawiog of IIowlegla«s*s monumeut taken not 
long ago by an EngUah lady, diuing a tom m Germany, answer 
ing the above de'cnption of it 
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Tins facile Princeps of magicians, Dr, John Faust, 
the hero of so many old dramas, besides the more 
modem ones of Lessing and of Gdthe, was according 
to the best calculations of historians bom towards the 
commencement of the 16 th centuiy, and said to be 
the son of a peasant. But possessed of singular 
genius, he succeeded in obtaining a degree of Doctor 
in Tlieology, until finally wearied with religious re- 
searches, (a very bad symptom) 1)C betook liimself 
to the study of medicine and astrology, which finally 
conducted him to that of magic. 

His extensive learning soon acejuired for him the 
reputation of a necromancer, lie became invested 
with the attributes of popular superstition, conjured 
up the prince of darkness, as we shall shew, and 
forced one of the infernal spirits, by name B'lephis- 
topheles, into his scr\’icc. Dr. Faust farther entered 
into an agreement wdth him for the space of twenty- 

•Des durcL die Ganze Weltberufcncn Erzsdnvarz kunstlcrs 
and Zauberers D. J. Fausts mil dem I euft-l, aufgericbtctcs 
bundniss, See, Cologne on tbe Itbinc and Nuremberg. 

There is a copy with part of tbe same title preserved at the 
Britisli Museum. It is in Sro. with tiie date of Brunswick, 
1727. 
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four ^ears, m order that he might enjoy full leisure 
to explore the earth, to descend into hell, traverse the 
celestial regions, &c after which he was to deliver 
up his soul pro bono inferno 

Theie are a number of traditions extant in Ger- 
many, most of them of a popular character, connected 
with the feats of Dr Faust, and there are others (m 
which the magician Virgilius appears more pre-emi- 
nent) which long preceded the doctor’s exploits 
Among these too is the wotL mentioned by Gorres, 
and first cited by Koch, containing “ The Fall of Luci- 
fer and his Companions and how one of these same 
spirits bound himself apprentice to a knight and served 
him well ’ Bamberg, 1493 4to Tbeopbilus is ano- 
ther fiction of the kind, m which the hero on certain 
terms signs away body and soul to the devil, the bond 
being consigned to the mferoal records until the 
period when it should become due His end how- 
ever was not 80 tragical as Dr Faust’s, by timely 
repentance he obtained grace with the Holy Virgin, 
and she snatched bim from perdition just in the 
nick of time Of a more remote date is the history 
of VirgiUus, contemporary with the early fathers of 
the church, and there is still extant a Dutch ver- 
sion of the ongmal, entitled, ** Een Schone Histone 
van Virgilms, van zijn Leven, Doot, ende vanaiju 
wonderhjcke werken, di hy deede by Nigromantien, 
ende by dat behulpe des Duyvels T’ Amsterdam, 
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by H. S. i'\Iuller, 1552/’ “A Pleasnnt Hisloiy con- 
cerning the Life and Death of Virgilins, and of the 
wonderful works he did by Necromancy, and with 
the help of the devil." Hero it seems that, when a 
young man, he discovered an imp intended to be in- 
carcerated until the last day in a hole in the moun- 
tain, unless some mortal should meanwhile luckily 
set him free. He addresses Virgilius by name, in- 
treats his assistance, and promises to instruct him 
gratis in the nilcs of the Black Art. Virgilius con- 
sents, takes lessons, and then opens the devil a way 
out, who having squeezed himself through with sin- 
gular dexterity stands before him in his full pro- 
portions. Virgilius expresses his surprize that so 
imposing a personage should have issued through 
such a very nanow outlet, and refuses to credit 
his OUT! eyes. Piqued at his want of faith the imp 
offers to repeat the experiment, and having squeezed 
himself back again, Virgilius dexterously closes up 
the hole, and consigns him to his old abode.* How 
he subsequently built a castle, enchanted the whole 
army of the emperor who beleaguered it, outwitted 

• In this adventure we recognize the origin of tbe escape' of 
“ Le Diabic Boiteux,” and so many others who have followed 
Virgil’s Imp. It is popular in Switzerland, among other inci- 
dents from the same source ; except tliat the demon is there 
confined in a hollow tree, from which he is finally freed by 
Theophrastus, on condition of instructing tho latter in magic. 
Gbrres Folksbucher, p. 226. 
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le^s expert magicians, conjured up Eastern palaces 
and gardens more beautiful than the Hespendes, and 
finally founded the city of Naples, are all forbidden 
exploits upon i\hicli we must not presume to touch 
We may remark, however, that the whole has a 
more airy, romantic, and southern aspect, than the 
northern tradition of Faust, which embraces more 
both of a comic and tragic character than its pre- 
decessor m the magic class Virgil indeed betrays 
strong traces of his Italian descent, and his far- 
famed exploits most probably owe their existence to 
some Italian, Spanish, or Greek \mter, and were 
first recorded m Italy Frequent coincidences aie 
to be met with m the Gesta Roraanorum, as the 
Salvatio Rorats, and m the Seven Wise Masters, 
which very clearly indicate the early origin of the 
work, perhaps anterior to the twelfth century 

The popular work relating to Dr Faust, is an 
abridgment of a more extensive one bearing the title 
of First Part of the ventable Histone of the la- 
mentable and execrable Sms and punishment, to- 
gether with many wonderful and rare adventures of 
Dr Johannes Faustus, a far-famed Sorcerer and Prac- 
titioner m the Black Art, throughout the whole of his 
evil practises until his final and horrible doom 
Along with useful comments and beautifu'l illus- 
trations, with many matters mterspersed by way 
of warning and instruction” Explamed by G R 
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Widman. Published at llambtirgb, 1599, 4to. Se- 
cond Part, Tlurd Pari. Earlier liowcvcr than tliis 
last, as it is supposed, is an edition in 8vo. vhich 
appeared at Berlin as early as 1587. 

That Faustus really lived and floudsbcd towards 
the close of the fifteenth century, is sufiicicntly evi- 
dent from a mass of historical testimonies, among; 
which there are not wanting a number of eye wit- 
nesses, who we are assured had seen him in the course 
of their travels. He was the contcmponiry and friend 
of Paracelsus, no less than of the still more renowned 
Cornelius Agrippa. I\Ielancthon mentions him in his 
Letters, and Conrad Gessner alludes to him as a con- 
temporary of his. Manlius too, in his Collectanes 
Locorura Commimium, openly states, p. 88, “Novi 
quendam nomine Faustum de Kundling, quod est 
parvum oppidum patrim mcce vicinum.’’ I was ac- 
acquainted with one Faust of Kundling which is a 
small town not far from my native place. "Widman 
in his introduction cites various opinions entertained 
respecting him by Luther, and concludes by saying : 
“ These and many other amusing and freely spoken 
conversations, drawn from authorities well known to 
me, it is my wish to relate.” 

“ In. truth, although there is a good deal of con- 
flieting evidence in regard to the particular spot where 
be was born and flourished, there is little doubt of 
liis being an historical personage, and one who had 
%vit to take advantage of the times in Avhich he lived. 
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whose supenor intellect and adroitness outstripped 
the superstitious fears and piejudices of his country- 
men, to which he ^vas indebted for so much of his 
notoriety The Reformation had ne\dy awakened 
religious zeal, to which Faustus, long familiar with the 
quietism and insipidity of the northern character, was 
so far from giving the rein, and entering into all the 
fervors of pious transcendentalism, that he rather 
turned polemic, and by venturing to dissent and to op- 
pose, drew doan upon himself the anger and abhor- 
rence of the saints Shortly, Fauslus appeared con- 
spicuous m history as the common representative of 
mischievous magicians, guiltj of all kind of diablene. 
Their sms, throughout centuries, were all laid at his 
door; and when the general faith falling as it were 
to places, divided into ferocious schism^, it found a 
common point of approach m a man, who during hia 
frequent tours, and bis intercourse with all ranks of 
people, had boasted of his infeinal connections and in- 
fluence in the NETHER lands ” — Gorres 

From the earliest period, the people delighted in 
deceivingthemselves with similar fictions of diablerie, 
no less of a comic than of a tragic cast, intimately 
connected, as they were, with the more bewitching 
world of faerie, spirits of the fountain and of the 
green, of mountain dwarfs and of elves, all of whom 
were more or less invested with the powers of mis- 
chief, and drew their ongm from below rather than 
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from above. They cntcrctl into Icng^iio, and admitted 
mortals into their confidence; they even became their 
faithful familiars, and Zoroaster, Socrates, Demo- 
critus, and Empedocles, like Albertus IMagnus, Para- 
celsus and Agrippa of a more modem date, had all 
their respective demons. And however much in- 
clined to turn their infernal counsel to good account, 
we are told that Zoroaster, who piqued himself upon 
being tlie prince of magicians, was in spite of all his 
art, at last dro^vncd by the dcvnl. 

Robert, surnamed also the Devil, Duke of Nor- 
mandy, was in die habit, about the year 768, of me- 
tamorphosing himself, like Faust, into any kind of 
beast he chose; a freak for which, though he received 
absolution, and soundly repented, he- was carried off 
by his namesake in the end, who sinmg him aloft 
in the air, and gave him a severe fall.^' Baian too, 
Prince of Bulgaria, in the time ofLothar, was as un- 
lucky a dabbler in the art, for though he fled to Rome, 
and was guarded by the Pope himself, in the identical 
chains of St. Peter, the devil nevertheless found an 
opportunity of -wringing his neck out. Even Popes 
themselves, as witness the heroic Sylvester II., had a 
bond with the same personage, who used to accom- 
pany him in the shape of a great shaggy hound, and 
was at the trouble of carrying off his holiness out of 

^ La terrible et merreilleusc tio de Robert Le Diable, 
lequel apres futliommo de bien, A Troyes. 
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the church-yard, when he had finished his career. 
Popes John XIII. XIX. XX. XXL, seem to have 
fared little better; while Gregory VII. was entrapped 
by making and breaking a vow of perpetual celibacy, 
and borne away by his sable majesty, m the appro- 
priate form of a huge blackamoor. 

Benedict IX. was served by seven little bottled 
imps at his elbow; Paul II. signed himself away 
with his orro thumb's blood, to a little grey man, 
and became richer than any Pope before him ; led a 
most scandalous life, and when his time was come, 
ivas earned off from the side of his mistress, vathout 
the least note of preparation, “ imanomted, un- 
anealed.” 

Thus, every age would appear to boast its oivn 
Faust, upon whom it delighted to confer the honour 
of supernatural martyrdom, exemplifying in his per- 
son, the popular ideas upon the subject ; until at 
length, these scattered examples acquired full force 
and perfection, m tlie adventures of the hero before 
us, of the real historical Faustus, who left his own 
Memoirs, Letters, MSS, his house and furniture, to 
his friend and servant, the faithful Wagner. 

He has thus become the representative of all pre- 
ceding magicians; the roaster spirit of the circle, 
one who, like CtesaT, may be said to have conducted, 
and wntten the history of his oivn infernal campaign®, 
and hke him too, he was assassinated by his familiar. 
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There is little, however, in the Doctor’s Memoirs, 
•which has not been ascribed to elder practitioners ; 
for though he feasted the Emperor Maximilian, and 
treated him to a few Jeux de Diable, Albertus Mag- 
nus enjoyed a similar honour, in 1248, Avith the 
Emperor William, and in the midst of frost and 
snow, exhibited a rich summer garden, with trees 
and flowers in full leaf and blow, enlivened by the 
song of nightingales. Nor Avas Erolfus, the jolly 
Abbot of Fulda, a jot behind-hand in his mag-ic 
illusions, Avhich he turned to substantial account, 
being in the habit of conjuring up excellent dinners, 
and tapping the trees for luxurious Avines of every 
description. There is also the narrative of the four 
Frankfort jugglers, Avho suffered themselves to be 
beheaded, for the company’s amusement ; a very 
ancient custom, recorded by Simon Magus, and 
by Johannes Teutonicus, canon of Halberstadt, in 
1271. The latter, indeed, beheaded one of his OAvn 
congregation in his study, and handed down the 
head upon a dish, to his guests in the dining room, 
who ran one and all to behold the scene of action, 
and again ran out of the study, shocked at the sight, 
and found their deceased friend sitting very quietly 
in the dining room, Avith his head upon his shoulders. 
Hondorff confirms this account, to the satisfaction 
of all good believers, and relates a no less illus- 
trious feat, on the part of a Flemish gentleman, Avho 
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openly brought his own page into the market place, 
where he smote off his head, which, after lying some 
half hour at his feet, he re-adjusted to the bust 
He then mounted into the air, rnth a whole pick 
pf hounds, which he cheered to the chace, re- 
sembling that exhibited by Faust to the Italian 
ambassadors, it will be found to correspond, Jikewise, 
with similar feats of Scotus, of Zoroaster, and Robert 
the Devil, of Normandy In the same way as Fau<>t 
too invokes the shade of Alexander the Great 
to gratify the Emperor Charles, so m the old 
French Chronicle we find that Robert the Devil 
summoned Charles the Great by dint of a magical 
wnt 

And though the Doctor asserted his claim to origi- 
nality, by devouring a cart load of hay for a sallad, 
he was ^tiU rivalled by bis predecessor, the Abbot 
Erolfus, who, not content with disposing of the whole 
of hi9 host’s dishes, ended his meal, with eating his 
hostess, and had the further malice to pay his 
reckonmg, by returning him the said wife and pro- 
visions, not the least damaged by the voyage 

Neither is the narrative of eating the whole of 
the host’s family unrivalled m its way, for, when 
Charles IV celebrated his nuptials with the Bava- 
rian Princess Sophia, the bnde’s father brought a 
waggon load of magicians with him to enliven the 
city of Prague Two of the chief artists were se- 


voi I 
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looted by the court to contend with each other in 
diablerie; when the great Bohemian Sorcerer, Zytho, 
after a desperate trial of skill, seized the Bavarian 
master, Gouin, and opening his jaws from ear to 
ear, eat him up from top to toe, hide and all, until 
he came to his shoes. Not liking the flavour of 
these, he spit them out, declaring that they must first 
be cleaned. Next, he restored his rival to life with 
the same facility as he had eaten him. 

And, in truth, from these and other resem- 
blances between Dr. Faust and his predecessors, 
there is every appearance of his having summoned 
these less formidable necromancers to his aid, of 
whom he is the sole historical survivor, and com- 
pelled each to relinquish and to supply him with 
whatever he judged most essential to his own fame, 
as the prince of necromancers, who might pass his 
word for them all. Nor is it improbable, as we 
have before stated, that he was the compiler of his 
own history and adventures, in great part borrowed 
from the traditionary reliques of his country. 

Widman’s work is founded, as the editor himself 
declares, upon an autograph of Faust, discovered in 
his library after his death, • though the moral re- 
flections, and a number of Faust’s disputations with 
his demon, concerning heaven and earth, and the 
abode of condemned spirits, appear to have, been sup- 
plied by another hand. It is certain that Faust in- 
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structed lus fnend and pupil Wagner, not to betray 
his secrets, bj feigning dumb trhen abroad, and per- 
mitted him to rattle away only when uithm doors 
Equally true it is, that he left him tlic whole of his 
books, and m a conicrsation he had wlh him, 
shortly before lus decease, sud to him i cry earnestly 
“ I have abo particularly to intreat, that you will 
reveal nothing concerning my Uansaclions in the 
art, until long after my death, but that you will 
then, from my IMSS assiduously apply yourself, in 
■writing and arranging a full narratuc, m which your 
demon uiU assist, and remind you of any circum- 
stances that may happen to have escaped your 
memory My liistory will thus prove scry accept 
able to the world from your pen ’ 

Hcspcctmg M agner himself, there appeared some 
biographical accounts of a later date, such as sverc 
here requested from him by his master and cnblled, 
“ The Life and actions of Christopher Wagner, 
and what he did by power of magic Weyland, 
by Dr Scotus Tolel, wntten m the German longue, 
by P S M Berlin, 1712’ It is, however, n mere 
vamped up article, commenced long afterwaitl«, and 
without any claim to notice * 

In addition to the above testimonials of the Doc- 
tor s ventable existence, there might here be sub 
mitted those of an En^isb gentleman who resided m 
* Gotcs Folk$l)uclier j ?20— 5 
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Germany during some part of the 16th century; but 
we can only afford space for one or two of the most 
conclusive and authentic. From their local details and 
accuracy they go far to establish the biographical facts 
and anecdotes contained in the Doctor’s lamentable 
histoiy’, and are fully sufficient, we apprehend, to dis- 
pel all further doubts, and set the question at rest for 
ever. They arc extracted from an old English work 
entitled, “ The Second Report of Doctor John Faus- 
tus, containing his appearances, and the deedcs of 
AVagner. Written by an English gentleman, student 
in AVittenberg, an University of Germany, in Saxony. 
Published for the delight of all those which desire 
novelties, by a friend of the same gentleman. Lon- 
don, printed by Abell Jeffes, for Cuthbert Burby, 
and arc to be sold at the middle shop, at Saint Jlil- 
fred’s Church by the Stockes. 159-1.” 

“ First, there is yet remaining the ruins of his 
house, not fane from IMclancthon’s house as they call, 
at the townc's end of Wittenberg, right opposite to 
the schooles. 

“ Secondly, there is yet to be scene his tree, a 
great hollowe trunckc wherein he used to reade ni- 
gi'oraancy to his schollers, not farre from towne in a 
very remote place, which I thinke is sufficient testi- 
mony to any reasonable care. And enquire of them 
.which have been there, see if they will not affirme it. 
JSiotwithstandmg, J doe not goc, by these meanes I, 
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to enlreate men to belec\e, for L care not wlietlier 
they do or no, but onelj to ccrtifie jou of the tructh 
as I myselfe nould bee 

“ Next, his tombe » at Mars Temple* a three 
miles bejond the cittj, upon which ts written on a 
marble stone, bj his ownc hand, this Epitaph, which 
15 somewhat old, b} reason of his small sLiII m 
graving 


nic JACEO JOlfAVSES FAOSTO^ DOCTOR DIVIM 
JURIS INDIOKlSSIMtS OUl PRO AMORE M VOI E DI \ 
■BOUCX X \StSa\Mt, SW AWOPX 

DEI OtECTOR PUOME MISCRRIMO DAMSATO no 
VINEhEPRECERlS SAJI PRECtS ^0^ JUJASTQUESI 
DEUS COVDEMS \MT OPIE CIIRI5TI WE, MEMENTO 
MET rrSALTEM SUAJt PRO INFlDUCIA ME,V 1-VCHR\ 
MULASI EAPRUtE ET CUI SOS POTES MEDERI EJUS 
MISERERE, ET IPSE CAVE. 


“ The stone was found in his study, and his will 
was fulfilled and he helh betwixt a Iicap of three and 
thirty fir trees, m the fort of the hill, in a ^eat hole, 
where this is erected ” 

There is a copy of tins old English work pre 
seised m the very select and valuable library of ’\Ir 
Douce, which he kindly submitted to the Editor 
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OJ THAT 

iiLNowNEu ARCH soncEiiru, 

DOCTOR .T. FAUST, 

&c. 


Doctor Facstos nvis tbe son of a peasant ivlio 
dwelt at Rot, near Jena, in the domain of the city of 
Weimar ; and he was born of honest pious parents in 
the year 1491. He had, likewise, a number of re- 
lations in the town of Wittemberg, all of them decent 
good kind of people, and in particular one of his uncles 
who resided there, a very respectable good-hearted 
man. He it was who educated young Faustus, and 
every way treated him as if he had been his own son. 
Indeed, having no children of his own, he took particu- 
lar notice of him, sent him to college, and placed him 
under the best theological masters of the time, con- 
ceiving he would some time prove an ornament to the 
holy church. Faustus, liowever, soon ungraciously 
set at nought his uncle’s pious intentions, by beginning 
early to deride God’s holy word, insomuch that his 
parents who had ever shewn him the utmost kindness 
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and forbearance, as well as greaUy exerted themselves 
for his adyantage, were greatly afflicted, though m no 
way to be blamed. They were good parents, and 
their names will therefore not be found m tlie 
following history , as those who had never seen, and 
never could have believed, the cruel and fatal depra- 
vity of their son They only knew previous to their 
decease, that his uncle had adopted him for his son, 
which gave them the more pleasure as they were well 
aware of his astonishing memory and intelligence, so 
that like Job tliey felt greatly interested in the wel- 
fare of their ofTspnng, Desiring that he should 
walk upnghtly before the Lord his God *' (c 1 ) Yet 
so It often liappons that devout parents arc afflicted 
with froward godless children , as it was also m the 
case of Cam (Gen iv.) m that of Reuben, (49 ) and 
also that of Absalom, so dearly beloved by his 
father. I have here to add a stiU more unfortunate 
instance, though I know there are persons who at- 
tach blame to his parents, (whom, however, I must 
persist in pronouncing innocent,) by declaring that 
he incurred his fate through their means, by their 
permitting him to indulge m his froward and wilful 
conduct, instead of corrcctii^ him betimes and bring- 
ing him up to honest pursuits which might have re- 
flected credit upon their exertions 

His friends too, remarking his strong powers of 
mind, urged him,like his uncle, to embrace the study 
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of theology. To this, however,' he had no inclination; 
while there soon got abroad among the people, aD 
impression that this Faustus was after no good, and 
even beginning to dabble in sorcery ; a report that 
finally grew so strong that his friends thought them- 
selves authorized to speak to him seriously upon the 
subject ; often admonishing him of the dangers of so 
impious a pursuit. For he had already greatly dis- 
tinguished himself among his fellow-students, inso- 
much that he imbibed all the knowledge and answered 
the most learned interrogatories of the first masters, 
carrying away the whole honors from his head class 
consisting of sixteen collegians. He had thus far 
benefited by his situation, and soon acquired a de- 
gree of D.D. His success now made him more proud 
and headstrong ; he looked for still higher things, and 
soon obtained for himself the name of the great spe- 
culator. At length too he mingled in bad society, 
and was even seen to throw the holy scriptures be- 
hind the door, or under the table, with an air of un- 
seemly levity. This was followed by a life heart- 
less and abandoned, as will sufficiently appear in the 
course of the following unhappy pages. 

In short, he began to shew the truth of a very 
well-known proverb : that it is in vain to think of 
stopping or turning aside a man who is set upon run- 
ning to the devil. At this stage of his career Doctor 
Faustus mef with some contemporaries of similar 
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pursuits, no less m physical science, tlian in Chal- 
dean, Arabic, and Greek characters, n:th strange 
figures and incantations, and supernatural influences, 
acquired by the most unholy means, tliougli none 
reached to such a pitch os he did All ^rhich pursuits 
are no other tlian thc^ Datdian Artes, Nignmanlia, 
CaiMm, Vcncficum, et Incantatio, — similar to the 
names of the sorcerers' books . and these uerc such 
os most pleased Doctor Faustus, so tint he uould sit 
absorbed in the stud) of them, l>oth night and da) 
He no longer took pndc m Ins theological eminence, 
tvhich of a truth had ncicr any touch of real pict) in 
it, he sighed for distinction as a man of the world, 
he took the title of M D aiming at oqinl celchnt) as 
a doctor of medicine, the licttcr to disguise his astro- 
logical and mathcmaUcal labors Iniiliis way he 
rendered medical assistance to many^erj celebrated 
characters , he was eloquent too, and so ucll \erscd m 
scripture that it was impossible for him to mistake 
the will of heaven “ Hethatknoweth the law of God 
and docth it not, shall be beaten with many stripes 
also, “ Forsake not the Lord jour God ’ But Faus- 
tus gave no heed to these things, and tlius, m time, 
brought his soul into the snares of the Evil One , in 
which he is no waj to be excused, as if he had f illen 
into the same through ignorance and macUcrtcncy, 
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DocTon rAUSTUS iir-COMrs a niYsiciAN, Asn coruunr.a ur 
THE ntVJE. 

Proceeding in the same track, as we have said, 
this proud doctor farther attached himself to his bold 
and had practices ; he did those things which he ought ' 
not, and omitted the things which he ought to do, 
pursuing his dangerous speculations both day and 
night. There was nothing either in heaven or on 
earth that could escape the boldness of his profane 
inquiries ; he mounted, as it were, on wings, carrying 
his audacious questions and calculations to such a 
lengtli, by means of unhallowed processes, such as ma- 
gical figures, characters, and other forbidden means, 
that soon he determined to invoke the devil, in order 
to assist him in his diabolical sorceries. 

And so it happened, for as he was one evening 
walking in a thick dark wood, a short way from Wit- 
teraberg, which he aftenvards found Avas called the 
Spesscr Voud, it suddenly came into his head that 
that Avould be the right place to begin his magical 
circles. Forthwith he boldly marked out a cross in 
fourfold figures, containing a large circle, Avith his 
Avand,.and Avithin tliese he drcAV tAVO smaller circles, 
in one of Avhich he himself stood. It Avas in the dusk 
of evening, betAveen the ninth and tenth hour, AA'hen 
the Prince of Darkness, well aAV’are of the Avhole pro- 
ceeding, laughed outright for triumph, and said Avithin 
himself ; “ Ha ! ha ! I must cool this mood of yours ; 
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if you will only approach a little nearer the brink, so 
that we may catch you both body and soul ” 

With this view, he artfully ^nt a messenger, as if 
he were himself unwilling to appear, and avoided his 
conjurations, which had the effect of further provok- 
ing the doctor’s wishes and cunosity At the same 
time, as he continued to invoke, the devil raised a 
great huily-burly over his head, as if he were about 
to burst his confines and sail into view. The trees 
bowed down their heads to the ground, and the wood 
began to be filled with demons, who drew near and 
nearer to the circle with a hideous din and uproar, 
like the rushing of swift charioU, lighted with a thou- 
sand fiery trams, that shone like a conflagration all 
around Then commenced the diabolic rout, with 
all kind of dancing and waltzing, a scaramouche 
encounter of spears and swords was heard clattering 
far and wide , and this continued so long that the 
doctor was on the point of leaping out of the circle 
to decamp But mustenng fresh courage, he re- 
mained firm, and with still more impious efforts, he 
summoned the devil repeatedly to appear. Upon this 
the latter began to exhibit a variety of strange de- 
lusions first, it seemed as if a vast brood of birds’ oi 
dragons' wings were flapping overhead ; and then, as 
the strongest conjurations concluded, the stiange ap- 
pearance drew mgh with piteous lamentations, and 
again vanished In a short while aftenvards, there 
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fell a fiery faggot close lo him, whicli again mounted 
into a sheet of flame, ^vhich hung like a canopy over 
the spot where he stood. 

At this sight even Fausfus began to tremble, 
though he also exulted in the idea that lie was thus 
compelling the devil himself to obey him, and he 
earnestly pursued his unhallowed labors, bent upon 
knowing the result. 

In this fatal design, he doubtless succeeded, as he 
was aftenvards known, in a certain society, lo have 
boasted that he had brought under his power, and 
could command the services, of the chiefest potentate 
in the Avide world. One of the students in company, 
upon this observed ; “ That there was no greater po- 
tentate than the emperor, the pope, or the king, ac- 
knowledged upon earth.” But the Doctor Avarmly 
retorted : “ Sir, the one under my orders is greater 
than any of these as if he wished to allude to the 
sixth chapter of the apostle Paul to the Ephesians ; 
“ The Prince of this World,” but he would ex- 
plain himself no further. 

And in truth, after several more invocations of the 
kind, the figure which had appeared to him in the. 
Avood, began to send forth a flame of fire, AA’hich 
mounting to the height of a man, at last assumed a 
human shape, and bounded round the circle in Avhich 
Faustus stood. Then the demon assumed the form 
of a monk, and entered into a dialogue Avith the Doc- 
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tor, inquiring hastilj, “What might be his pleasure'^'* 
To this the Doctor answered, tliat it was his plea- 
sure that he should attend upon him on the ensuing 
night at hi3 house, exactly at tweUe o'clock; which 
at first the demon flatly refused to do 

Then Faustus again tmoked him by the power of 
his superior, that he should accede to his proposal, 
and obey him too when he came ; all of which the 
infernal spirit was at length compelled to do 


DwrtncNT AvoiExctt sctwttH ucctoh rAViset amd tux 

beVlL** AMBAMADOB 

^VHE^ Doctor Faustus tetumed to his own house 
early in the morning, he found the demon seated, 
uninvited, m Uis chamber, who candidly said, he had 
appeared to know irhat the Doctor's commands were. 

Now it is %ery extraordinary, but ■very true, tliat 
when heaven has wholly abandoned a man to Ins own 
evil machinations, a spirit lias thus the power of play- 
ing off all such tricks upon him, coming like a trouble- 
some servant uncalled for, and often refusing to come 
when he is called So that as the proverb has it, 
such evil-minded persons will see the devil m spite of 
themselves, here and thcie, and at all times except 
wlien they want his assistance 

Forthwith m his turn, the Doctor somewhat ca- 
valierly dismissing the demon, set to work with his 
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magical arts afresh in order to give him the trouble of re- 
turning, like an ill-humoured master ringing for his ser- 
vant before he has well got down stairs. Tlic next time, 
the Doctor shewed him the articles of the compact 
which he had drawn up, namely: Imprimis, That the 
demon should obey him in ever}* thing he rcrpiired, 
or chose to exact, during the whole term of the Doc- 
tor’s natural life. Secondly, Timt he should be bound 
to answer cverj’ question, upon ever)' subject put to 
him, without any quibble or demur : Thirdly, Tliat 
he must there reply to all the difierent interrogatories 
that the Doctor chose to trouble him with. This the 
infernal spirit flatly refused to do, excusing himself 
by declaring that he had no such authority from the 
prince under whom he held oflice to sign any such 
articles. “ It is quite out of my power, friend Faustus, 
to venture on such a step ; it remains with our royal 
master himself.” “ What am I to understand from 
this ?” inquired the Doctor, “ do you want power to 
do it, do you say ?” “ That I do indeed,” replied the 
spirit. “ Let me hear the reason, then, now !” “ You 
must know, Faustus,” said the other, “that there is a 
supreme power over us, as there is over the earth : 
we have our governors, officers, and catch-poles, of 
whom I am ‘ one and many;’ we name ourselves 
Legion ; in fact ours is a kingdom of legions ; be- 
cause when Lucifer himself, owing to his pride and 
aiTogance, fell with fierce downfall and punishment. 
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he brought along v.ith Ivtm a legion of dciils called 
Prince of the Onent from hia holding dommton over 
those eastern regions. He likewise holds sway m the 
south, tn the north, and m the west. 

“ And inasmucli os Lucifer the fallen, holds all 
hw influence and empire under the swny of heaven, 
so we demons had it left in our power (o render our* 
selics 8ub<cnicnt and serviceable to mankind Were 
this not so, It would be impossible for anj mortal to 
bring Lucifer under his power, who then sends lus 
messengers as he has now sent me to vou It is tnic, 
that we have never jet acquainted mankind wiUi the 
real nature of our state and government ; not ci cn the 
wisest among jou can fathom them, a knowledge 
which IS resened for those onlj who travel ihillier 
on tlieir own account.” Tlic Doctor was not a little 
startled at hearing this, and said. 1 liaic no de«ire 
to cam that knowledge nnd be damned for your 
pleasure ” “Will jou not^” replied the spirit; “ that 
will perhaps not help you m the end; for jour 
evil heart and life hav e alrcad j merited condemnation ” 
Doctor Paustus replied • “ You may as soon think of 
catching good St Valcntinel so take jourself speedily 
off— awaj J” 

As the demon was departing, the Doctor seized 
with some fresh doubts, again called him back, and 
enjoined him to appear m the evening about vespers, 
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to hear something Airthcr which he had to propose, to 
which the spirit assented, and took his departure. 

From this first scene the abandoned heart and 
imagination of this man are made evident; and 
although the devil had fairly warned him by singing 
the “song of poor Judas,” as we say, he still clung 
to his diabolical thoughts and projects; 


' SECOND INTERMEW IlETWEEN DOCTOR FAUSTUfl AND THE 
DEI^ION NAMED M miCSTOPH ILKS. 

Towards the appointed evening the same busy fiend 
again made his appearance, between three and four 
o’clock. He now promised entire sendee and obe- 
dience, according as he had received permission from 
his master; adding, that he was enjoined to cany back 
word of the Doctor’s intentions. “ Yet I must first 
hear, Faustus, what was your object in again sum- 
moning me into your presence?” Doctor' Faustus 
gave him a mysterious, but at the same time very 
dangerous answer, as concerned his soul ; for he told 
him plainly that he desired to become either a com- 
plete demon, or to enter into league with demons ; in 
addition to which he mentioned the articles which 
here follow : 

First, That he might freely assume a diabolical 
shape whenever he judged proper. 
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Secondly, That his demon should bind himself to 
perform every thing that the Doctor thought fit and 
expedient 

Tliirdl), That he should ever be faithful and 
obedient to him 

Fourthlj, That he >vas to hold liim«clf ready to 
appear at the doctor’s house at the slightest notice, 
and in such shape as should proic most comcnient 
and agreeable 

rifUilj, That he should perform his household 
duties invisibly, or appear only to tlio doctor, os lie 
judged best In respect to these smeral articles and 
conditions, the demon promised unconditional sub- 
mission , except that he wished to ndd some slight 
clauses, whencicry difficulty m the way of the ne- 
gociation would be removed It vrill bo right to 
touch upon the leading points m these clauses — > 

Imprimis Let Doctor Foustus swear, promise, 
and sign, that he holds the said service and obedi- 
ence from the devil, upon a lease of years, to hare 
and to hold Secondly, tliat t?ic Doctor, for further 
assurance of the same, shall sign and witness it with 
his own hand and blood Thirdly, that he shall de- 
clare all Christians to be his natural enemies Fourthly, 
he must forswear the Chnstian faith Fifthly, that 
he must watch and pray, that no one may prevail 
upon him to return to it. Cefom the signing and exe- 
cution of these conditions, a certain number of years 
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to be mentioned, at the expiration of whicli the demon 
was to return to fetch the Doctor away. Now should he 
choose to accede to these conditions, there was nothing 
which heart could desire upon earth that should not 
be his; and he would also be at liberty to assume an 
invisible or diabolic shape whenever he pleased. 

Doctor Faustus exulted greatly on hearing these 
terms, so much that he paid not the least heed to the 
safety of his immortal soul, while the vwly demon 
took advantage of his eagerness to impress upon, him 
the necessity of stoutly maintaining these several 
articles to the rigor of the letter. For the Doctor 
imagined, like many other children of this world, 
that the devil was probably not quite so black and ill- 
favored as he is described, nor his place of residence 
so uncomfortable as we suppose. 


THIRD DISPUTATION BETWEEN DOCTOR FAUSTUS AND HIS ' 

DEMON, RELATING TO THE PHOPOSED TREATY. ' \ 

After having executed the proposed deed, the Doc- 
tor summoned his familiar demon to his presence, 
ordering him to appear as a minor friar, with hood 
and skellet, and also to give some token by which to 
announce his approach. He next inquired of him 
what was his name; to which the spirit replied, “My 
name is Mephostophiles.” They then proceeded to 
business,, when this audacious and godless man con- 
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fimved his ahandonment of the true faith and the true 
God, even the Creator TPho had fashioned him from 
his birth He entered mto this devihsh league, the 
sole causes of which were his towering pride and 
ambition, discontented with all he had already seen 
and known, and aspinng, like the giants of heathen 
fable, to heap mountain upon mountain until they 
should mount to the skies Yes, even like his master, 
that bad angel who would have set himself above the 
Lord— a boldness and arrogance which drove him 
with shameful flight from his heavenly abode, shewing 
how those who will climb the highest shall be sure to 
incur the heaviest fall This headstrong ambition 
impelled Faustus to meet all the demon’s wishes, 
executed m contracts duly signed and sealed, all 
which terrific deeds, along with other writings, were 
discovered in hw house after his death These last 
are what are here described in this history, as a 
timely warning to all good and prudent Christians, 
in order that they may be deterred from affording the 
de\ il any advantage, or m any way sporting with 
their lives and souls , a madness which brought those 
of Doctor Faustus into such bitter jeopardy and 
devilish servitude, never to have an end 

After each of the parties had become bound m 
their mutual contract, Faustus, taking a sharp knife, 
opened a vein in his left hand, of which it has been 
asserted, there was afterwards read, branded upon it, 
these words “ Homo Fuge, Shun him, oh man, 
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and do that which is right.” In this way the Doctor 
let himself blood into one of his crucibles, which he 
then placed as an experiment upon a hot coal fire, 
and finally wrote therefrom the following testimonial ; 
To wit — “I, Johannes Faustus, D. D. et M. D. 
hereby acknowledge with my own hand, for the 
farther assurance of this deed, that in consideration of 
the manifold ser\’ices and instructions of every kind, 
not to be obtained from any living mortal, I accept 
for my familiar and faithful demon, the demon hight 
Mephostophiles, late Charge d’Affaires to the infernal 
Prince of the Orient, but now subject to all my de- 
mands. Item, On the other hand, I do hereby hire 
and bind myself to him, after the expiration of four 
and twenty years from the date of this deed, that he 
may deal Avith me as he shall judge best ; to govern, 
to handle, and to misguide in all that appertains 
to my life and soul, my good and my blood, renoun- 
cing all Christian communion upon earth, and all hope 
of celestial inheritance. Amen. 

“ As additional confirmation of the same, I con- 
sent to sign this contract Avith my own hand,' as 
Avitness below, in my OAvn blood, being at this present 
time, of sound mind and understanding, rightly to 
will and to bequeath, &c. 

Subscribed, 

Johannes Faustus, D.D. etM.D. 

Doctor of Divinity, and of Medicine, &c., 
experienced in all the Elements and Arts. 
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Here follow some verses, very applicable to 
Doctor Faust’s arrogance and fool-hardy audacity 

“ He whose rank pride, and dark audacious will. 

In devilish arts, set nets to catch his soul. 

Bereaving soul and hfe of heavenly weal 
For temporal gams, must bear eternal dole 
merefore guard weU your ways i for who may save 
Those wilful ones, that rush into the flames 
Or waters round them » Who weep o er their grave 
^Vho fall amid their own unholy aims t ’ 

The fire must bum, the waters o’er them roll ” 


s .TUrsoE V,..T ,EOM ,„E UEMOe «.Eao,TOE„UE. „„ 

£XHt»IT10N 

At the third dialogue. Doctor Faust’s demon an 
nounced his approach in a somewhat humorous style 
m the fdlowmg manner He first went roaming 
through the whole house, like a man on fire, so that the 
beams and flames darted from him like arrows And 
he was foUowed by a monkish procession, singing 
hymns, though no one could imagine what kind of a 
song It was they sung But Faustus being greatly 
amused with this sort of exhibition, desired the 
demon would not enter into the chamber, until he 
had seen an end of the whole of this scene Tk 
forthwith was heard a batUe, rout of swords and 
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spears, as if at some mighty siege, so that it seemed 
as if the whole house was on the point of being 
assaulted and carried by storm. Next came riding 
by a splendid scene of hunters and of hounds, all 
eager for the chace: the horns blew, and a deer 
started forth, which was pursued until it sought 
refuge in the Doctor’s room. 

Then there rushed in after, a lion and a dragon, 
to dispute the prey, which presently commenced a 
fierce and bloody strife. The lion appeared full of irre- 
sistible strength and spirit, and yet he was at last over- 
come and slain by the other. Doctor Faust’s page 
afterwards said, that he had only seen a linkworm 
creeping over his book, quite jet black, and it crawled 
along the walls of the chamber, until at last chamber 
and all disappeared. Next were seen a beautiful 
peacock and pea-hen, as it were AVTcathed in one; 
and first they separated and then they folded again 
together. Soon a great homed beast ran tilting at 
the Doctor, threatening to throw him aloft, but fell 
down and vanished just as it reached his feet, and 
he Avas crying out stoutly for Mephostophiles. In- 
deed it alarmed him not a little ; but next a large 
ape ran up and presented his puAV to the doctor. 
It then sprang over his head and danced out of the 
room, at which he laughed heartily. Then folloAved 
a strong fog, Avhich enA^eloped the Avhole room, so 
that he could hardly see. When this A'anished, he 
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found lying cm the floor, two huge bags, one full of 
silver and the other of gold An organ now began, 
to play, followed by a harpiscbord, a lute, a violin, 
a harp, a base viol, horns, drums, trumpets, with a 
variety of other instruments, all modulated and 
adapted to celestial voices, so much so that Doctor 
Faustus began to think that he was m Paradise 
This music continued above anhoui, and produced 
such an effect upon the Doctor's spirits, that he 
rather exulted than felt uneasy at the step he had 
just taken 

All these illusions, we may remark, were got up by 
the del’ll in order to conflrm Doctor Faustus m his 
purpose, to harden and to lead him to fancy that he 
had not so much to diead as to enjoy in the in- 
fernal society into which he had entered This ex- 
hibition being closed, Mepbostophiles hastened into 
the Doctor’s apartment, m semblance of a pious 
monk, and Faustus said, witK a smile, “You have 
indeed treated me to some nght strange and merry 
scenes These are what I like, and they have pleased 
me well Only continue such mad work as this, my 
Mephostopliiles, and count upon me rather as a 
fnend than a master” Mephostophiles replied 
“ Oh, there was nothing to admire here , I shall 
sen e you in more important matters by and bj , I 
hope, than these, provided you onlv observe your 
part of the engagement, sights which will excite 
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your utmost astonishment.” The Doctor, answered 
by presenting him with a copy of the contract ; while 
Mephostophiles, on his side, insisted that Faustus 
should preserve another copy by him, to prevent all 
chance of litigation or mistake. 


MEPHOSTOPIIILrs’ APPRENTICESHIP TO DOCTOR FAUSTUS. 

All good Christians may easily conjecture what was 
the situation of the Doctor, deserted by the Lord and 
all the heavenly host, after having delivered his blood- 
signed contract into the. demon’s hands, a contract 
which no honest pious householder would put his 
name to, being more like the act of a fiend than of a 
mortal. 

Doctor Faustus now resided in the house which had 
been his uncle’s, and which die latter had bequeathed 
to him. There too he had taken into his service a 
young student as his secretary and attendant, a 
knowing rogue of the name of Christoffel Wagenar, 
\tho liked the sort of sport he saw, too easily im- 
bibing his master’s example, who promised, to make 
him an expert fellow. And this was no difficult 
task, as. like most young people he Avas well inclined 
to avail himself of such lessons as his master taught. 
Excepting this hopeful youth and his familiar demon, 
Faustus would have no boarders in his house. Me- 
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phostopbiles still attended upon his inasteT tn the 
shape of a monk, and he was accustomed always to 
summon him, as he sat m his study, which he con- 
stantly kept closed. 

The Doctor next began to indulge m very luxurious 
living, feasting upon xanties, and eating and drinking 
only of the best. For whenever he wished to have 
the best wine, he sent his faraihar to the cellars of the 
most distinguished personages of the place , as those 
of a certain prince, of the Duke of Beyiren, and of 
the Bishop of SaUburgh, whereby they were all con- 
siderably diminished By the same method he ob- 
tamed the most costly meats, cooked by the same 
magical arts, as his demon could convey them with 
the swiftness of a bird, and dart as quickly through 
an open window. 

Thus all the houses and palaces of the neigh- 
bouring counts and pnnces, and all their best fur- 
nished tables were laid under contnbution 5 insomuch 
that the Doctor and his secretaiy appeared in elegant 
apparel, the clothes and silks having been ordered 
upon commission by his demon who visited the shops 
at NurembuTg, at Strasbn^, and at Frankfort, m 
the night, taking very lor^ credit for his pains The 
same happened to the shoemakers, and numerous 
others among the opcvaUves, who have all so strong 
a prejudice against this kind of sale of their articles 
during the night. And, m short, though they were 

\OL I o 
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stolen, they were always something excdlent and 
good in their way; while Mephostophiles evaded all 
informations and pursuits. 

For these services his familiar was to receive 
twenty-five crowns per week, amounting to an annual 
income of thirteen hundred, with which Mephostophiles 
was quite content. Doctor Faustus now continued to 
lead the life of a confirmed epicurean both by day and 
night ; until he lost all notion of Heaven and Hell, 
and flattered himself that life and soul would alike 
perish together. His familiar had long been per- 
suading him to enter into a demoniacal association, 
previous to naturalizing himself in the infernal state, 
to which his master, heedless of every thing but 
good cheer, and conceiving the whole little more 
than an idle imagination, or. mere fudge, at length 
consented, and said ; “ Let my name be entered in 
your books, friend Mephostophiles, come what will as 
soon as you please.” Mephostophiles next advised 
him to think of adding to his establishment by taking 
to himself a wife. “ Stop,” cried Faustus, laughing, 
“that is a more serious consideration, friend; it will 
require some more discussion ;” and the demon joined 
heartily in his laugh. 

Scarcely, hoVvever, had he adopted his first pro- 
posal and finished these words, Avhen a violent storm 
of wind shook the house, as if every thing was about 
to fall topsy-turry. The doors and -windows sprang 
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ajir, and there was so strong a smell of sulphur tli it 
anj one \rou!J liaic tbouglit the whole liou«c was ou 
firc Doctor rau«lus atlempud to run do«Ti stairs, 
but found himself scircd b) a strong arm nnd pmhcil 
bach into the room, with jto much rioltncc tint lie 
could mom nciUicr liaml nor foot A bhre of fire, 
encircled him on all sidc^, a« if mdv to coiuumc 
him, and he cned out for Mcphostojlulcs with all In# 
might, to as«nt, to sue, and to o1jc\ him lljon 
this the deni liim*clf nppcarrrl, 1ml in such gnOj 
and swige forms as quite Icmficd the Doctor 
*' Int IS the meaning of nil this," cxchimcti Satin 
“howling llicrc hhc a dog’ wlnt Ihinh jou now! 
The doctor, awnre that he must Intc in some iray 
infringed upon his compact snth Mephostophiles, 
Tciy humbl) intrcilcd the dcnlV pardon, to which 
the Pnnee of Darknc«5 Incfl) replied ** nicn sec 
JOU belter to it, nnd stick to jour promise, I ad\isc 
JOU* and with tins he disippearcil 

Mcphostoplulcs now altcndeil his master ami 
said “ As long, sir, as jou continue true to jour 
engagements, jou may olwajs relj upon my antici- 
pating your wishes, m cicry thing most agreeable 
and in proof of this you shall every eicniiig be pre- 
sented with a lady of such surprizing bciutj, ns not 
to be exceeded by any thing jou hare crer seen in 
this city Cast jour eje on nil sides, choose where 
and whom jou will, the same shall be sure to attend 
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upon your pleasure.” This proposal consoled and 
pleased Doctor Faustus exceedingly, and he greatly 
regretted that he had so long continued in his single 
and unsociable state. Henceforward his head was 
full of nothing but beautiful women both day and 
night, insomuch that the devil had no farther trouble 
in keeping him to his promise, (for the Doctor had 
just before been plotting to save himself by retiring 
to a monastery and leading a chaste single life, which 
had so greatly enraged the devil,) whereas he now 
considered the whole of his previous life, unenlivened 
by the chai’ms of female society, as little better tlian 
lost. One favorite succeeded to another, he never 
dreamed of one and the same during four-and-twenty 
hours, and the devil triumphed in the success of his 
plan. 


A QUESTION PROPOSED BY DOCTOR PAUSTUS TO HIS EAMILIAR 
SPIRIT MEPHOSTOPIIILES. 

When Doctor Faustus had become a great proficient 
in the forementioned species of devilry, his demon one 
day handed him a great book, which appropriately 
contained a description of all kind of enchantments, 
sorceries, necromancy, and so forth, the better to 
confirm him in his lost state. These Dardania 
Arles were aftenvards found in possession of his ser->- 
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\ant Wagcnar; and uben the doctor bad sludlctl 
them a litdc ttliilc, Ids infernal hardihood increasotl, 
and liC determined to ask a few more and bolder ques- 
tions of bis demon than be bad l>cforc done. Wilb 
ibis Slew, be told Wagenar to paqiarc Ids sliidy» o< 
be svas going to bold a dialogue with Mcpliosloplnlcs. 
Tins done, be was summoned, and ibc Doctor said ; 
“ My good fellow, tell me once for all wlvat Lind of 
a spirit }ou areT* Mcpboslophilcs rcpbetl : “To 
say the tnilb, my dear master, I am but on imdcr- 
strapper, and dial with Ileascn’s !cu\e; 1 am a kind 
of ambassador or errand bo\ on im^iortant occ-isjon-i, 
as jou see.'* Doctor roustos said ; '* How did jour 
*nfcmal master come liy that great fall of Ins from 
the top of licaicnly bliss where he oneo stood?” 
** Knou replied the demon, ** that my prince Luci- 
fer was created a beautiful angel, and such was bis 
(loucroTcr (be saints that lie uuslumsclf named n 
Ilicmrcb). He likewise cnjojctl Ibe titles of Sera- 
phim, of Cherubim, nnd of Tlirone Angcl, mtb n 
governorship oier lower orders, some of wliom again 
governed and protcctcil mankind. Bill a tliinl nnd 
biglicst class, as we know to our cost, ore called arch- 
prince, prince, and priiicc-cmojs, angels of cldcf 
wonders and miracles, ambassadors of most impor- 
tant tidings, and angelic goicmors of infinite care 
and prudence. Now Lucifer was one of the most 
beautiful angels under !hc<c; the most beautiful of 
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whom was Raphael : the otlicr two w’cre Gabriel and 
Michael. And this is all I can inform you of here.” 


A DisruTATioN coNcnnKiN’c r.nr.Bus, and its CAvr.nNs. 
Doctor Faustus, after this last adventure, began to 
be more inquisitive as to the site and substance of 
the infernal abode, and dreamed, it is affirmed, of 
nothing else. He therefore questioned his familiar 
demon in regard to its particular situation, customs 
and manners, and more especially, as to its primal 
origin and purposes. Of these Mephostophiles gave 
the following explanation ; namely, that when his 
master, Lucifer, came by his fall, he found the place 
ready made for him ; even his dormitory on a dark 
lake, where he was bound down by chains, sur- 
rounded by a thick fog, fire, sulphur, pitch, and 
similar combustibles. “ In fact,” continued the de- 
mon, “ we could not well have become devils, unless 
we had been accommodated with an appropriate re- 
sidence, constructed upon those diabolical rules of 
art, discovered, heaven only know's how. 

“ And this is all wdiich I have at present in my 
power to say ;” upon which the demon ceased "speak- 
ing, and disappeared, before the Doctor, who had 
another question to propose, had time to call him 
back. Back, however, Mephostophiles was shortly 
compelled to come, and further answer the Doctor’s 
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<]iUCstion5 respcctmc; Ute and government, as 
v^cll as tlic residence of Ins fellow demons The 
spint said AIj dear master, the bare coinitr) 
anditsmers form the «ole places of rcsidcncn nc 
possess, wineb arc about as wkIc as jour world alxiM 
them, eras hca\cn above jour vrorfd Thoj con 
sist of ten governments, some of ulucli arc superior 
in point of poacr ami influence to the rest Tlie 
chief among llicm arc 

1 Lucus itfortis 6 Gclicnna 

2 Stagium Ignis 7 Hcrcbu« 

3 Tenalcncbrosa- 8 B-vnthrum 

4 Tartarus 0 SljTt 

5 Terra Oblivionis 10 Aclicron 

Tlicsc arc gcncnllj known to our demons under the 
name of Plegcron , and four of these divisions an 
rojal principalities, much upon the same j Ian lint 
Lucifer governs m the cist, Beelzebub's province 
15 m the north, Behais mtlic south, and Astaroth s 
m the west, liel oil ihc^c governments continue 
under the dispensation of the Lord of Hosts And 
thej constitute the whole government of our king- 
dom, of which jQU will learn more hereafter 

A Quzsnov nzsPECTivo tub raETious covainov or thl 
rALUV ANOEL 

Doctor F austus sjvccdily resumed his interrogatories 
with his demon He inquired in what way Lucifer 
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passed his time, and -what situation he occupied, pre- 
vious to his fall? Mephostophiles requested to he 
allowed three days to prepare his answer, which be- 
ing granted, on the third, he replied as follows ; 
“ My master, Lucifer, as he was formerly called, 
was then arrayed in a clear sky-blue garment of 
light, worn only by the chief angels or cherubims, 
and stood as high in authority and influence as he 
did in stature above most of the heavenly hosts ; 
sparkling in gold and diamonds, and raised, in his 
own opinion, above the sun and the stars. He had 
been placed by his Creator, at the head of a prin- 
cipality, but as soon as ever he discovered an am- 
bition to aggrandize himself by assuming the title 
of Prince of the East, he was hurled from his princely 
seat, and driven with hideous rout from the confines 
of heaven. Banished into the regions of dolorous 
pain, divested of his princely crown, and doomed to 
rule only over sulphureous shades, and sorrowful so- 
journs, he has there established his kingdom for 
eternity.” •> When Doctor Faustus had learnt these 
things from his demon, he proceeded to speculate, in 
his own manner, upon a variety of opinions. He 
replied not a word ; but, turning his back upon the 
spirit, he went and shut himself up in his study. 
But the result of all his cogitations was, that he re- 
tired that night, sighing and lamenting to his bed. 
He mused sadly upon what he had heard respect- 
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»ng Lucifer** expulsion from liearcn, nn^l ll»c honour 
svlijch he had before cnjo)c<i at llie hands of lit* 
Maker. And *0 wiUi him; he had been riclily en- 
dowed, and he might base insured an mhenlnner 
m hearen, but he liad now incufretl ihc jK-nalty of 
eternal wraUu “Woe, woe!** he cries!, “ ujxm my 
fatal pride and ambition. 1 begin to »ce the jmr- 
cipicc upon which 1 <tand: for ! c.nn no longer djs- 
lichcsc the thing* I ha\c »et«. AU*, tny md 
passions, bad blood, (he lleth and the ties i), with nil 
my pnde, base ruined me for cscr. And n« (f l!»efe 
were not enough I added my own re.ison and cun- 
ning; dfeani’mg tint I could ouisrirthe |JOwcni of 
darknus, whtrrasl ftar I hose coinmilud my own 
life and soul. Tor if I must bcliese, ala* I liavc no 
hope; I must become !ikc Lucifer, and »i>cnd dm 
whole of my existence in ctenia) durance. AUs, 
alas, into svlni o mmrablc prtdicaminl base 1 
brought m}sclfl It were bctttr had I neser U'cn 
bom." 

llius unavaihngly did the unhappy Tni^stus com- 
pbio, for hope expired o* In* fiftii roisc-d, and he 
felt that no expiation could again reconcile him to 
the grace of God. *♦ Yu 1 stiII try,” he cxcliimwl ; 
“far as the do il hath transported me, ! will trj’ to 
retrace my steps, and pray to be restored to hea\in 
and to the holy cliurrh. 

“I will struggle bard with die bad spirits that 
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have laid stron" siege to niy soul, and perliap.s al( 
may yet be well.” But v.liile be said this, he was 
still half dubious and unbelieving, while his infernal 
adversaries were doing every thing to entangle him 
faster in the net. 


DOCTOU TAVSTUS lAUTIII.U INI 1,1: tIOC ATItS JUS .‘•CUVANT Slf.- 

riiosTOi iiii.ra cosct.umng iiii; 3>owi;u oi' tiik nrvii.s. 

As soon as the Doctor had rallied his spirits a 
little, he again cpicstioned Mephostophiles respecting 
the government, councils, influence, and temptations 
of the devil, and how he first accpiircd these royal 
prerogatives. To this his demon answered : “ My 
dear master, such a history would lead us too far, and 
only give rise to vain misgivings and regrets on your 
part: better therefore you should not insist upon it; 
it belongs to the mysteries of our government. At 
the same time, I must not refuse to satisfy you as 
far as I am able; and first know, that Lucifer, after 
his fall, became alike the enemy of God and man ^ 
He then commenced that tymnnical system which he 
has ever since acted upon, as you may still perceive 
from those daily occun'cnccs of men jumping out of 
four story windows, hanging, drowning, sticking, and 
drinking themselves to death in despair. For man 
was created perfect until the devil taught him how to 
rebel and to sin ; as -witness the history of your old 
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Father Adam and h>s wfe Eve, with so many of their 
posterity, all of whom he seduced from the grace of 
God. 

Exploits like these, my dear master, I think we 
may call the tyranny and temptation of the devil. 
What did he do noth Cam { and who persuaded the 
Israelitish tribes to worship strange gods to offer sa- 
crifices and commit adultery with heathen women ? 
It ivas one of ouc demons who laid siege to the soul 
of Saul, and made him commit all kind of folly, until 
he put an end to his existence. We haie another of 
the name of Asmodens, who templed se%en great men 
to commit adultery. Our demon Chagon was ihecause 
of thirty thousand men being utterly lost and slam, be- 
sides losing the ark of the Lord. Who can ever forget 
Belial’s treatment of King JDavid ^ how he made him 
number his tnbes of people, by which he lost twenty 
thousand at a stroke. There wa? another of our 
busy devils did no less by King Solomon; for he 
even brought him to worship idols. And as to our 
little friends or imps, who tempt common men to sm 
and scandal of all kinds, they are almost innumerable. 
They are despatched m regular divisions over the 
whole earth, and make their attacks both openly and m 
ambush, until they undermine the fabric of Christian 
people’s faith, persuade them to all kinds of petty 
thefts and crimes, and likewise to blaspheme, until 
numbers of them end their days upon the gallowo. 
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Moreover, we harden the hearts of princes and 
rulers, more especially against the ministers of the 
gospel, and this, Faustus, you are learned enough in 
theology to know.” 

To this the Doctor replied : “ You say well, 
and you have satisfied me; but have you told me the 
truth ?” The demon replied : “ I have ; why should 
I not ? for as soon as I got possession of your heart, 
Faustus, and led you to form designs which all tended 
to draw you on nearer and nearer to the devil ; we 
then inspired you with greater .ambition and deeper 
speculations than before, so that you could get no 
sleep neither night nor day, until you committed 
yourself by overt acts of sorcery. Then, when you 
began to conjure us up, we made you so fool hardy 
and resolute, that you would sooner suffer yourself to 
be seduced by the devil, than be thwarted and aban- 
don your design. Thus we continued to harden and 
irritate your ambition, until unable to check yourself 
in your mad career, you laboured how you might bes^ 
bring one of us into your power. On our part we got 
you into a contract for life and soul, a piece of in- 
formation of which I need not remind you.” 

“ That is true,” said the Doctor ; “ it must be so, 
I see, for even had I tried to encourage holy thoughts, 
it would have been a difficult task, though I have only 
to thank myself for the hateful predicament I am in. 
Had I kept the commandments, the devil would not 
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so soon have been able to prevail Tvith me, by his 
tempting offers, to barterlife and soul 0, what had 
I done to deserve his malice ^ ’ The demon repbed 
“ That I leave you to find out ’ and Doctor Faustus 
turned sorrowfully away 


A DISPCTATJOV ItEtlTIKC TO OEDtVMA, JT8 PnOPORTIOKS, 
AKO 7VZ PAINS AND PENALTIES IT IXPLICTS 

Ever since he had been so roughly handled, for 
trying to elude his contract, Doctor Faustus felt con- 
siderable regret at having so lightly implicated his 
soul, by bond and signature, but his remorse was like 
that of Cam and Judas It was more like despair of 
the grace of God, than a wholesome sorrow which 
mends the heart Thus, though he saw heaven as it 
were lying before him, and longed to reach it, he still 
kept walking the other way Yet he at times flat- 
tered himself that by dint of long disputations and 
inteirogatones with his ghost, he might finally hit 
upon some method — some loophole, by which to 
escape, and so reconcile himself to heaven In this 
he deluded himself, for the devil had struck his fangs 
so deep, that the Doctor still persisted in summon- 
ing Mephostophiles to his examinations, and his whole 
thoughts and dreams turned upon infernal matters 
He inquired therefore of his demon what hell and the 
pains of hell were like? Firet, as to what kind of la- 
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mentation the damned in general made? Secondly, 
whether they had any hope of expiation, and of being 
restored to gi’ace ? To these questions his demon made 
no reply, only he said : “ My good master ! as to 
these questions respecting Erebus,, with its moral and 
geographical position, you had just as well let them 
alone. Consider whither they will lead you in the 
end? For granting it were in your power to climb as 
high as the seventh heaven, depend upon it, I could 
follow, and hurl you down again into the infernal 
abyss ; because though I am now yom's, you are to 
be mine ; you belong to our courts. 

‘‘ Away then, my dear Faustus, with these absurd 
inquiries about the place, but speak within compass, 
upon other topics. Believe me you will only repent 
of having wasted so much precious time upon them 
in the end, so pray abandon them for more profitable 
speculations.” Doctor Faustus replied, ‘‘ But I 
must know them, I say, though it cost me my 
life ; I insist upon your informing me.” “ Well then, 
have it,” cried the demon, a little nettled ; — ‘‘hear 
all, for it can do me no manner of harm. You 
want to know what Hell is ? It goes by manifold 
names, signs, and tokens. You may call it some- 
times ravenous and thirsty, inasmuch as it debars its 
inmates from the least refreshment, even a drop of 
water. It is also justly said, that hell is a large vale, 
situated not far from Jerusalem; inasmuch as it is of 
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equal breadth and depth, with that called Heaven’s 
Seat, in which reside the hlcsscd of the heavenly Je- 
rusalem 

“ It IS moreover, '^propnately named a place of 
which none nho go Uiere can see the end either m 
point of tune or space , and »t » as propcilj called 
the burning lake, because it coiisiimcs mery thing it 
comes m contact with, as a faggot is burnt m the 
oven So the souls of the damned bum m perpe- 
tuity, they arc tortured and plagued continually 
though they cannot be quite destroyed For tlie 
same reason hell is called eternal perdition, everlast- 
ing pam, which though it has a beginning has neither 
hope nor end 

“ It IS known and fell also as the bottomless pit 
and gulf, because it is quite unfathomable From its 
ngidity and hardness it has come under the name too 
of Petro, or a rock, for it contains reckless and stony 
souls Then it is surrounded and braced on all 
sides, like a chain of projecting cliffs embracing their 
interior fastnesses Anotiicr it boasts is the name of 
Career, on account of the damned lying ei oilastingly 
confined m it It is known also by the names of 
Damnatio, Entum, Coosultatio, Damnatia, Condem- 
nator, &c 

“ Of Its despair and pains and penalties, you may 
gather some idea from scripture, which is a sealed 
letter to me , as likewise of the species of lamenta- 
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tion they elicit, such as weeping and gnashingof teeth. 
And you may rely on the corrcctncps of what I Itave 
hitherto explained to you : in fine, the noise of the 
perturbed spirits is like u very disagreeable crying, 
howling, shrieking, moaning, groaning, and adjura- 
tions for mercy and for help, all mingled together 
like the fierce din of a field of battle ; for the wretched 
beings know that they arc become sworn and irrccon- 
cileable enemies to God and man. The pangs of 
some, however, are much more severe than those of 
others, in proportion to the sins and offences they 
may have committed. There arc damned souls which 
complain as much of the intense cold as of the heat, 
and as much over thirst and insufferable stench and 
brimstone, as over fogs and pools and springs ; as 
much from tedious and empty vanity and idleness, as 
from the tcirific countenances of the devils, and the 
despair that visits those to whom hope never comes. 
They bite their own tongues for spite and smart, they 
roar, blaspheme, and tear their hair, vainly attempt- 
ing to put an end to their existence. Their pains 
seem to increase instead of diminishing, for even 
death refuses to relieve them. In fact, my dear 
master, this terrific place was planned according to 
the wrath of God, how best to produce the greatest tor- 
ture for the damned and the gi'eatest possible space ; 
amidst sad and dreary deserts, icy shores and pro- 
montories, bleak hail and storm, and fiery sleet and 
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dfenchmg thaws, all painful and ignominious punish- 
ments to satiate the mockery and scorn, as well as 
the vengeance, of the powers above 

“ Now as to jour final question which concerns 
the reach of mercy in Uic Most High, whether it ex- 
tend to any among those condemned souls, so that 
by expiation they may be icslorcd to grace ^ For 
once I will mingle a little mstruction with my answer 
You enquire whether the damned arc eicf likely to 
be restored to grace ^ I answer flatly, no Beciusc 
all we Hcllites, or damned spirits, being once sepa 
rated from grace, must remain in a state of repro- 
bation to all eternity Even supposing we could 
make progress, we should be guilty of backsliding 
before we had reached half tvay up the hcatcnly hill 
And as little as ourselves con those uho are fore- 
doomed ever hope to escape, let them weep and 
pray and repent as much as they please For they 
cannot get iid of their conscience, do what they will 
An emperor, king, duke, count, or any other kmd of 
ruler, may easily sav * Ah I I wish I had not been 
such a monstrous tyrant, and driven things to such 
a pitch ' A rich man may exclaim ‘ Good God, 
what an avaricious wretch I have been The 
liaughty man ‘ Ah vain fool, woe to me * And 
the dissipated character * Oh ye heavens ’ what 
a villainous seducer, gamblei, and blaspheming n retch 
I have been ’ But what avail all these vain regrets • 
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The predestined and the damned, after proceeding a 
certain length, have no more to fear or to hope. There 
is no sort of reason why Heaven should trouble itself 
about them, far less pity or assist them ! Why should 
not they be allowed to remain there, as the dead are 
also permitted to do in their graves ? 

“Then give yourself no farther concern, FaustuS, 
on this head ; and I now tell you frankly once for all, 
that in future I will no longer give ear to such idle 
questions ; let us converse on other subjects.” 

But Doctor Faustus turned away from Mephosto- 
philes without making any answer, in no very happy 
mood. Indeed his uneasiness and remorse bordered 
almost on despair. He endeavoured to turn his at- 
tention to other matters, and by every other means to 
banish the final prospect he had in view from his mind ; 
but it was in vain. He dreamed of nothing else, for 
the devil had so very successfully tempted, betrayed, 
blinded, and grappled him, that he no longer ven- 
tured to struggle to get free. For instance, if he 
began to entertain serious and religious thoughts 
when he was alone, the devil was sure to put them 
to flight by throwing some very beautiful woman in 
his way, which had the effect of banishing all holy 
thoughts, and destroying the foundation of the re- 
formation he had commenced. 
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SOCrOR F4USTrS STII-t. PEHSISTS IV tXIORTISO UOBE AVSWtRS 
rnosi nis demon MEPBOSTOPintE* 

Vert sliortly the Doctor again suramoned his fa- 
miliar in order to satisfy himself upon another point ; 
which however, the demon refused to listen to. 
“ What can jou possibly want with me again ? ’ said 
he “ I want an answer to a certain question/' re- 
plied Faustus, “and it IS this: If jou were in my 
place, jMcphostophiles, what would jou do ^ I mean 
in order to reconcile yourself to God and man.” 
“ Why,” said MepUoslophilcs, “ If I were a man, 
and you a de\d, as you wiU be, my good master, I 
iTOuld as long as I had breath ciy unto the all-mcr- 
ciful God, \owmg never more toofiend, or to break 
the least of his commandments, but ever to do his 
will, to kneel and pray with humble and grateful 
heart, and to love and revere him, until I might bo 
rendered acceptable into <omc portion of his grace, 
evermore content and happy, provided 1 could secure 
my eventual salvation and escape from doom ” 

“ And have I not, have I not done all that’ ’ cned 
Doctor Faustus, eagerly “ No retorted the demon, 
“ that you have not ; far from it, you have denied 
your creator, you have despised his holy will and 
word, the salvation which he proffered you, and the 
gifts of nature he bestowed upon you, insomuch that 
you have no one to accuse besides yourself, your own 
evil pride and passions, which have deprived you of 
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your best gifts and the robes of righteousness you 
might have ^Yorn.” “ That is too true,” replied Doc- 
tor Faustus, “ but avouUI you, Mephostophiles, take 
my place in a mortal shape, if you could.” “ Yes,” 
replied the demon, sighing: “ we should not dispute 
much about that. For however greatly 1 might have 
sinned against Heaven, I should still make every 
effort to be restored to grace.” “ Ergo,” exclaimed 
Faustus, “ it ought to be my endeavour to better 
myself as far as I am able in the same ^vay.” “ Yes,” 
said the demon, “ as far as you have a chance of ex- 
piating your offences towards Heaven ; but it is now 
cpiite too late ; its vengeance hath passed over your 
head and hath smitten you.” “ Go ! leave me alone,” 
cried the Doctor, as he turned away. “ And leave 
me alone,” retorted the demon, “ nor pester me with 
such questions any more.” 


HEUE FOLLOWS THE SECOND PART OF THE IllSTOIlY OF DOCTOR 
FAUSTUS, THE CELEUUATED AND ONFOnTUNATE CONJUEEn. 

As Doctor Faustus now found that he could obtain 
no further satisfaction from his demon, as to spiritual 
matters, he asked him no more questions. 

He next began to make almanacks, for he was 
one of the best astrologers and almanack-makers of 
his time; well versed in calculating nativities, and 
setting down prognostications, as the world well 
knows. Nor was he less celebrated as a mathema- 



DOCTOR FAUSIUS 


309 


tician, as appears from hisliistorj, no less than from 
his \vntmgs ThuSj all tliose events of which he 
give warning to different princes and lords, m re 
gard to which, he possessed a particular gift, never 
failed to happen is he had described them, in the 
end His almanacks were sought after, bejond 
tho«e of any other astronomer, because he set down 
nothing m his calculations, but uhat happened as 
he had written it, both concemiug fogs, wind, snow, 
and thunder, and all changes of the weather, so 
that his almanacks were supenorto any others, and far 
more correct m astrological calculations For he 
likewise pointed out the precise time m which 
changes of all kinds were to occur, applicable to 
states and kingdoms, whether about to be visited 
with war, famine, oi pestilence, such as the devil 
could best contrive to manufacture out of the sinful 
lives of men, for the plague of governors and of 
their people 


A DliPUTATlOS OR TWO COTCCRKIKO ART AVTROKOUY 
AKD ASrnOLOQT 

W KEN Doctor Faustus had been for the space of two 
years employed in making his almanacks, he once 
more summoned his demon to inquire what might be 
fiis opinion, and proficiency in regard to astronomy 
pnd asfrology, m the manner Ae mathematicians were 



310 


nocToii taustus. 


accustomed to consider tliem ? To this his demon 
replied : “ Why, in my opinion, Doctor, your star- 
gazers have no certain knowledge, nor fixed prin- 
ciples. For in truth, these arc secret and mysterious 
subjects, of which heaven is jealous, and into which 
you mortals cannot penetrate in the manner we 
knowing spirits do, who sweep through the air, and 
under the heavens, and can grasp some of their mys- 
teries in our ken ; because -we are old experienced 
spirits, and have more ample scope for our excursions 
through the sky. 

“ For instance, my good master, I could easily cast 
you some prognostications fit for almanacks, or make 
a long reckoning of all that has gone before, and give 
you the proceeds of w’hat is to come ; describing each 
several year distinct from the rest (as in fact you 
Icnow) so as to exhibit shadows of the events that are 
' in preparation. This we old spirits can do; and I 
might say in justice to your ancestors of old time, 
who had the advantage of five or six hundred years 
leisure, that they too lived long enough to obtain a 
thorough acquaintance "with such subjects ; for in the 
course of years, the great leap year was fulfilled, upon 
which their calculations were founded. Thus they 
were enabled to illustrate and arrange the arts they 
acquired upon certain know principles, whereas less 
experienced astrologers make their calculations and 
prognostics upon mere hazard, - the result of false 
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propliecy and mere guess-work to winch Faustus 
agreed. 

Again, m regard to winter and summer, it puzzled 
the Doctor not a little to account for the manner m 
which Heaien had divided and created them. On 
this head his demon explained them as follows ; “ My 
good master, cannot you as a physician, and with 
the help of the sun's course, divine these matters ? 
You must know then, that with the exception of the 
moon, the remainder of the heavenly constellations 
are all composed of fire. The earth on the contrary 
IS frozen, cold and hard throughout ; wliile in pro> 
portion as the sun mounts higher m the heavens and 
shines, the hotter it grow», and that is the cause of 
summer. But as the sun declines horiz^ootally to- 
wards the earth, then it becomes colder and colder 
until winter at length ensues.” 


i. HEW qTjESTiON rnnu coctor TAusTot now oon creiteo 

TUE WORED, THE ORIOIN 07 »kV, Scc R£S72Cn»0 ■WHICH 
BIS BEMON 31E7R0ST07U1LE9 OWES Ul» A rEESE E'^SWER. 

One day Doctor Faustus feelmg very heavy and sor- 
rowful, summoned his demon who began to console him, 
and enquired what it was that pressed upon his spirits 
^nt the Doctor returned no answer ; upon wluch the 
demon persisted in his enquiry and said . “ I beg you 
will reply candidly upon this point, and I will do 
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The earth for instance requested from the sea a 
certain dominion, as of nvountams, vroods, meadows, 
trees and herbs Besides this there arc four othei 
dominions, con'^isling of the elements, of earth, fire, 
air and water. There is the sea and all that in it is, 
the great fish and the little fish which eat one an- 
other, a practice continued from time immemonal, 
so that there is only heaven and the angels left, and 
these must be m some kind of subjection to the rest 
But farther than this I cannot satisfy you; m short 
xt IS all I know " < 

Doctor Taustus proceeded to speculate upon what 
he had heard, though he could not easily credit it 
Tor he had read Genesis, c 1. and was auarc that 
Moses had given a dificrcnt version of the matter. 
Hence he felt convinced that the devil was a great 
liar, just as lie had becu desenbed in holy writ, 
though he took care not to accuse him of it, nor 
so much as to shew that he had observ ed it. 


EOCTOa Til STCS OBTAINS A 8ICUT OF THE INPERKAI. gPiajTS 
IN THEIR TRUE SUAP£,BEVEN OP TOE CHIEPSOR PRINCIPALS 
OF WHOM ARE MENTIONED BY NABIE. 

OvE day it pleased the pnuce and rightful master of 
Doctor Faustus to appear m person, which was so 
horrible as to excite no hide alarm Though it was 
m the middle of summer there blew so cold a blast 
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from tlie side he came on, that the Doctor shivered 
with cold. The demon who was no other than Belial 
spoke to Doctor Faustus, and said : “ When you 
awoke, Doctor, about midnight, I was reading your 
thoughts, and they were these ; that first you should 
like to have a sight of some of the leading infernal 
spirits, and secondly to inquire how they fared; upon 
which I thought to oblige you by appearing forth\vith 
in my proper shape.” Doctor, Faustus replied; 

Well, and Avhere are the rest of you?” ‘‘Tliey are 
waiting your pleasure there without,” said Belial ; who 
himself appeared to the Doctor in the shape of a 
great black bear, -with huge overhanging ears, and 
eyes shining like burning coals. He had long white 
sharp teeth, and a tail about three yards in length, 
and upon his neck he had three fleet wings or pinions. 
And thus he approached tlie Doctor, followed by' the 
rest of his train, until the room was so 'full that they 
could not. all he seated. Belial now explained to 
the Doctor who they Avere, and introduced them one 
after another by their names. In this Avay seven of 
the chiefs or principals came in review, Avith Lucifer 
at their head, the Doctor’s rightful master, Avith Avhom 
' he had entered into the contract, and he Avas about 
the size of a common man. After him followed 
Beelzebub bearing a huge ass’s head Avith two large 
horns, red and hairy as a beast, Avith tAvo great wings 
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as sharply edged os the thistles of the field, half 
green half yellow, vrlule both from under and aboNC 
tlic wings shot fortli fierce beams of fire. 

Nwt to him advancerl AstaroUr into the study 
in the shape of a lai^ snake poi^wl upon hts tall, for 
he had no feel, and hU bulk was thick, wliite, and 
smooth as glass. Next eamc and next dhl go Za- 
tlianas, dressed in iron grey, licaiing a l)uU’* head upon 
his front, end at his nether end, n tail like a 
cat, vritli claws to his feet nljoul ft yard in length. 
Anubius followed him, dog*-hc.adcd nnd of n motley 
hlack and nhhej with huge feet and slouching cars 
like ft hound, and lie was four j‘3rtls high. 

About a yard's length too came Dilhyranus In 
form of a bird, most like n large partridge, only Ids 
neck was green and speckled. Prachus croalcd next 
upon four short feel, in sliming green from lip to toe, 
except bis bead which was of a dazzling blue, nnd n 
red fiery tail. Tlic screnth in order rros Belial him- 
self, and Kctclc the eighth, both airaywl in the same 
splendid style as the fonner. The remainder of the 
train were of the same unsightly and brutish form ; 
some as hounds, bears, and wokos, others as opes, 
goals, liarts, buffaloes, asses, and Uie like. 

In such form and order did the demons appear 
to the Doctor, and so numerous that some were com- 
pelled to remain outside his study. Doctor Faustus 
was Tcry much astonished at their appearance, and 
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he inquired of the seven cliief demons, ^v]ly tlicyhad 
not appeared in more arrcerihh; sha[)es ; to which 
they made answer, that they could not assume any 
other in the infernal rfe:ions, wlure, they were all 
hellish beasts and snakes, only much more horrifdc 
and unseemly than they then were. Yet they were 
always at liberty to assume the human form when- 
ever they pleased on earth. Doctor I’austns ob- 
scr\’cd that it was enoutrh that the seven principal 
ones should remain in the study, while the rest 
might retire ; to which they immediately assented. 

The Doctor then requested that they would give 
him some proof of their {mwcr.s, which they forthwith 
did by assuming the forms of dificrent animals at 
their pleasure, and also of the human figure. He 
ne.\t inquired if he could do the same thing; for 
he seemed much amused at the fantastic figure they 
cut. They answered that he could ; and they threw 
him a conjuring book, in order that he might make 
the experiment secundum artem ; and he managed 
it. Before they took their departure, Doctor Faus- 
tus could not refrain from asking, why all kind of 
winged insects, poisonous animals, and birds of prey 
were made? They then informed him that they had 
been sent after the fall in order to plague mankind, 
to poison the air, and injure his possessions. “ "NVe 
are ourselves enabled,” they continued, “ to meta- 
morphose ourselves into all kinds of winged insects 
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and torture you ns nnicli as you plcn<c." Doctor 
Fauslus laughct!,and said he should like to see them 
change again, and tills loo they forthwith did. 

Soon after they had taken ihclr le.asc, Doctor 
Faustus*s study began to sn-ami wIUi all kinds of 
poisonous insccLs, such as gnaU, scorpion*, hornets, 
wasps, Ac. Ac. insomuch that his uholc hou<c was 
filled willi them, and what sets worse they l»C{::an to 
torture him, not as the chief demons had facetiously 
threatened, but by actually biting and sdnstng him 
in such a manner, that hr hanlly knew srliich way to 
turn himself. In fact, I Wiese they re all so many 
joung demons, ssho had sralchcd llieir opjiortunily 
Vrhen their chiefs had dcparteil, am!, determined to 
enjoy their share of the sport, had fallen upon 
him quite unawares*, and continued to bopestcr him 
to such ft degree that he ss-as compelled to run out 
of his ossm house. 


COCTOB lADSTri KIXT T(*m TIIC IKrtltWiL KtOIOVI. 

The Doctor had now reachctl the eighth jear of the 
term set down in hii contract, so that he was slowly 
but surely proceeding towards the end of Ills career. 
The greater part of this time he had spent in ques- 
tions and disputations j and he again began to grow 
uneasy and to dream about hell. Upon this he sum- 
moned Mcphostophilcs and bade him to Inform his 
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master Belial or Lucifer liimsolf, that he should like 
to see one of them as o:irly as convenient. This 
message his servant delivered, when it was agreed to 
despatch Bccl/chub in preference to either, who soon 
arrived and iiujuircd what were the Doctor’s com- 
mands. Tim latter requested to know whether it 
would he agrccahlc to his master to send him a 
demon as a guide to conduct him into the lower 
world in order to observe the nature of the countty, 
its inhabitants, and its most remarkable productions, 
■which be was desirous of seeing. “ Yes, certainly,” 
replied Beelzebub, “ I will return about midnight and 
fetch you myself and so he departed. 

■ Accordingly when it grew quite dark, towards twelve 
o’clock, Beelzebub again appeared, carrying an easy 
chair wrought out of pure bone upon his shoulders. 
It was a round arm-chair with a guard before, into 
■which the Doctor mounted, and -was borne away. 
But hear what a trick the devil played him in order 
that he should not be able to inform any one else of 
the route he went. He found the chair so easy, 
and was conveyed so gently through the air, that he 
could not help falling asleep, just as if he had been 
lying in his bed at home. 

Shortly be approached a high mountain, which was 
as large as a vast island, and which cast up nothing 
but sulphur, pitch, and fire-brands, and with such 
violence and hurly-burly of a racket that it frightened 
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the Doctor out of his sleep But his demon held on, 
and entered the fiery cavern with the Doctor on his 
back, who imagined that he had jumped nU at once 
out of bed into the middle of the mferU'd pit Yet 
fierce and glaring as were the flames around him, he 
felt no sort of pain nor heat, only he heard a boom- 
ing and lashing of the hot billows, as jf he had been 
at sea 

He also heard all Linds of musical instruments, 
which clanged and resounded in a surprising manner, 
though with the help of the grand illumination around 
him, he could discover neither the instruments, nor 
the musicians, nor any orchestra where they were 
placed Still he ventured not to inquire whence tho 
music came, having been warned before-hand to ask 
no needless questions, and three other demons now 
joined Beelzebub with no very inviting looks As he 
was descending lower doivn, there came behind him 
at full speed a large stag with vast antlers threaten- 
ing to hurl him into the infemal cavern that yawned 
below, upon which Faustus shrieked out m the devil’s 
name for help, when the tiuee demons turned sharp 
roimd and frighted the fierce beast away. 

The Doctor now hastened to teach the next re- 
gion beneath that he had just left, whose dimensions 
however, he could not ascertain for the vast number 
of flying dragons, snakes, and animals of all kinds, 
which impeded his view One of the oldest and most 
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mischievous of these beasts, came ramping and bel- 
lowing towards Beelzebub, as if intending to upset 
both him and the Doctor, so that with the sudden 
alarm he lost his balance, and was precipitated, witli 
hideous outcry and uproar, into one of the deepest 
pits; but luckily before he reached the bottom, a 
large old ape, who happened to be cracking hot nuts 
upon a walnut tree, kindly stretched out a paw and 
saved him from perdition. But he had lost his in- 
fernal guide, and there rose so thick a fog from the 
adjacent pools, that it w'as long before he could see 
his way. 

Suddenly was heard a loud rumbling noise, and 
there issued two huge dragons from the dense clouds 
with a chariot yoked at their tails. It was attended by 
black footmen in flame-coloured lively, one of whom 
called out, “ Doctor Faustus’s coach ; ” another let 
down the steps, and the old monkey handed the Doc- 
tor in. It then grew so dark that he could distin- 
guish neither the chariot nor the dragons, though he 
could feel that they went at a devilish hard pace. 
Soon it began to lighten in such a tremendous 
manner, that the Doctor felt his teeth chatter, and 
the more as he heard the sound of a tempestuous sea ; 
and down went the dragons into the vasty deep. 
Still the water was not cold, but rather warm and 
pleasant, though the waves came so heavily over the 
chariot that the Doctor was unfortunately thrown 
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overboard and went down^ leaving horses and chanot 
behind him, like a piece of lead By sinking and 
sinking he sunk into a kind of cavern, where he con- 
trived to stick fast, and sat dripping upon a rock, 
more dead than alive There he could/see and hear 
nothing but the booming of the water m his ears, 
until turning his eyes towards the interior, he ob- 
served a light, and thought to himself, “ Which way 
shall I wend, now that these infernal lascals have 
deserted me ' whether must I throw myself down the 
cavern here into die water, or die like a fool, for my 
pains, where I am ^ ’ Then mustenng his courage, 
though mixed with no small degree of apprehension, 
be made a bold leap into the cave (for be knew be 
was safe until his twenty-four years’ bond expired,) 
crying out • “ Now, ye little infernal imps, catch me, 
body or soul, he who first can ’ ’ at the same time, 
however, he was in huge dismay. He had no sooner 
said this, than down he went, and such a terrific 
thunder-clap and infernal hurly-burly followed as to 
split the neighbouring stone quarries and mountains 
When he came near enough to cast anchor at the 
bottom, he found something worth his notice 

These were the shades of many mighty heathens, 
fierce and stately forms of emperors, kings, pnnces 
■and their lords Item, Many dozen armies, as if 
ready equipped for battle A pool of cold water 
stood near the fire, m which some of them drank 
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When lu- uv.'Of.i, in the Jtinrnin’.', hi- l.ts thinkin,: 
in 1 k.i 1 conuc-rnin;; ihi- ir.iLnily hi- hud ’•t-rn uctid 
the night hrlore ; he nov; felt certain there \iu<i '•'•u h 
u plnco ns hell, for he had Inen there and it. 
He was at least no longer u scejitie; though afttr all, 
the devil had merely played him a knavish trick, de- 
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ludmg him, a sort of phaotasmagonan picture* 
for he had really been admitted into none of his 
diabolical mystenes, and as he afterwards suspected, 
had only been tormented with a representation Of 
Its sufferings,* for the sake of adding to lus uneasiness, 
by striving to avoid them. For, had he really visited 
the genuine Pandemonium, he would not so easily 
have returned home ; and some remarks to the above 
purport were found m one of hts magical books, 
from which, with other MSS. this and other passages 
of his life have been compiled. 


socTon fACir's THivcts thropcb sous or tbs cbisf xino* 
sous, raiKClFALITIESi ANP STATES OP THE XSOWM WO&IS. 

About the sixteenth year of h*is bond. Doctor 
Faustus felt a great inclination to travel ; for which 
end he summoned Mephostophiles in order to .ac- 
company him He came ; and forthwith took the 
shape of a horse, only with the addition of wings, 
and with the mildness of a dromedary, he went 
whithersoever his master commanded him. Upon 
his back the Doctor traversed a few countries, tO 
wit, Eastland, Pannonia, Germany, Bohemia, Silesia, 
Saxony, Meizen, Deunngen, Frankland, Swabia, 
Beirland, JLultow, Lyfland, Prussia, Mu'covy, Fries- 
land, Holland, Westphalia,, Zieland, Brabant, Flan- 
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tiers J^p;sin, Portu".'.l, Italy, Poland, Ilnn^aty, and 
from the la-^l place, Uaek to Datitin^t-n. 

lie was tim e tvi t4> atn! intir day-f ntvay : and 
did not nea.r nttn lj an In- Itad fxit-ctt d, v/hich 
Induced liiin tn n traef hn ^tep^ nntd h<- caii’.c to 
the city of 'rrii r. And there he met uiih nothiji'X 
very interce'^tint: ; there v.'as n womlerinl palarc, cu- 
riotisly cotJ'ilructcd of hakstone, and *:o coinjnct and 
stronir as to stand In fear of no t tu rnv. 

C7 » 

^Vcll! he sav; the chnreh too, ulure Ijrothtr 
Simon and the Hishop Papa lay hurled, and wlilch 
teas built of immense larire stones, admirably knit 
together. 

Next he arrived in Paris, u city itr France, wiicrc 
the great schools, the di<putations, and museums 
pleased him ^vell. J'rom tlierc he ])roctedcd to 
identz, where the river Main falls into the llliinc ; 
he did not tarrj' long, hut went to Campatriiia in the 
state of Ncapoli, in winch he found many churches 
and monasteries all very lofty, and heautifid houses 
that excited his adininition. There was also a mag- 
nificent castle, whicli suqiasscd all others in Italy, 
for the number of its Iralls and towers, and the 
splendour of its deconitlons. Near it lay IMount 
Vestius (Vesuvius) covered with vine gardens, olive 
trees, and other frugiferous plants, deliglitful to the 
taste. He next bethought Iiim of Venice, and was 
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quite surpnsed to see so proud a cil) Ijiog >n the 
midst of the sea, and crowded A\ith a forest of sails 
which brought merchandize from far eastern lands 
to barter uith all the world It was moremer 
adorned with noble temples and towers, whose foun* 
dations were m the deep, where Adna is wedded to 
the Doge 

Thence he visited the learned city of Padua, to 
hear arhat w as disputing m the schools ; and he saw 
three double hanging towrers, and dolphins spouting 
up water, besides a grand catliedral and a council 
hall as beautiful as any in the world. There too is 
Saint Antony's church, who«c grandeur equals any 
other in all Italy Journeying for%\anls, he reached 
Rome, whose city is watered by a ruer called 
Tibenus, and on the side of the ruer there stand the 
seten mountains ; it hath also, cle%cn gates, and a 
hill named Vatican, where lictU tlie tomb of St. 
Peter, and near it is seen the palace of the Pope, 
very splendid, with a pleasure court all round about. 
Next to it 13 the church of the Laleran, wherein is 
seen the beauty of all holiness, and it is called 
the apostolick church, whence it is the most ce- 
lebrated throughout the whole Christian world Here 
too, were to be seen the rums of many heathen 
temples, more awful and numerous than we can 
describe After having long contemplated these, 
Doctor Faustus approached the Pope’s palace, first 
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rendering himself invisible, by which means he passed 
more agi'eeahly through a throng of officers and cour- 
tiers. As he drew nigh, he could not help expressing 
his wonder to Mephostophiles, at the prodigious 
|)omp and pride in which his Holiness sat ai’rayed : 

Ah, Mephostophiles,” he cried, “ why could not 
the devil make me a Pope!” Never before had Doctor 
Faustus seen any thing equal to the comteous pride 
and magnificence of such a scene, added to all the 
bold and licentious practices exhibited in the lives 
of the Pope, and his conclave of princes and prelates, 
whose excessive an’Ogance, luxury, incontinence and 
gambling, quite surpassed his belief. He exclaimed, 
“ Oh, Mephostophiles ! I thought I was the devil’s 
o\vn child, but he ! he leaves me far behind !” And 
indeed he felt so much interested, and had heard 
so much of Rome, that he remained invisible during 
the next three days, in the Pope’s palace, amusing 
himself with his magical tricks. So greatly was he 
taken up with them, that he forgot either to eat or 
drink during the whole time, always taking his in- 
visible station light opposite to his Holiness. One 
day, as he was thus standing, the Pope had occasion 
to draw the figure of a cross, and in the instant 
Doctor Faustus appeared, staring him close in the 
face. The Doctor began to laugh, so as to be heard 
by every one in the hall. Then he would begin to 
squeak and to cry, and enjoyed to see tliem all 
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puzzled to know what it could mean But hi3 Holi- 
ness assured liis attendants, that it was a condemned 
soul pra}in" for remission of its sms 

As tins happened dunng dinner, and the last 
course was now coming in, the Doctor, beginning to 
feel > ery hungry, stretched out his hands, upon which 
the dishes flew towards him, and he nnd his demon 
disappeared with llicm together. Tliej then took 
their station upon the top of Alount Capitohum, 
where thej dined with no little zest Thence the 
Doctor sliorti) despatched his demon to fetch him 
some of the Pope’s best wine, bidding him at the 
same time not to forget some silver bonis and 
spoons. No sooner was his Holiness anarc of the 
extent of these thefts, than he commanded praters 
and masses for the damnetl soul to be oQered up 
dunng the whole night; which, ho\ve\cr, did not 
prevent the Doctor’s feasting and tippling at Ins 
Holiness’s cxpcncc The church plate and other ar- 
ticles which he thus purloined, were discovered in 
the Doctor’s possession, after bis death 

Feeling at length quite refreshed, Fnuslus once 
more took flight with his demon, and alighted next 
at Milan, which appeared to him a pleasant and 
healthy abode, being much cooler than many other 
places m Italj He was delighted with the fine 
rivers, the noble temples and other edifices, such as 
the great castle, and tlie hotel of the eleven lovely 



328 


DOCTOR PAUSTUS. 


■women. His next visit was to Florence, where 
amidst all the wonderful products both of nature and 
of art, he most admired the beautiful scene of St. 
Maiy’s garden, the grand ornaments of the castle 
church, and the grand marble doors over the en- 
trance gates, which exhibit copper engravings from 
the history of the Old and New Testament. The 
wine too produced there he thought excellent, no 
less than the skill which the inhabitants displayed 
both in the arts and in commerce. 

Thence he proceeded to Lyons, a city lying be- 
tween two mountains in Frankland; begirt also with 
trvo rivers, and boasting a cathedral surpassing any 
other of the kind. From here he took wing to Kiel, 
where he saw what is termed the high canon church, 
within which it is said, that the remains of the three 
kings who hailed the star of Christ, are intended. 
“ Oh, you good men,” cried Doctor Faustus, when 
he heard this, “ how have you contrived, since 
you were bom at Palestine, to have moved to Beth- 
lehem ? Were your bodies, I wonder, thro'wn into the 
sea, and has the great Rhine caught them in his 
course, and brought them up to Kiel on purpose to 
be buried?” There too, he saw St. Ursula’s tomb 
with seventy one thousand virgins. 

The beauty of the women made a great impres- 
sion upon him. Going a little farther he reached the 
city of Aken, belonging to the emperor, where be 
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saw the grand marble temple first founded by Charle- 
magne, m order that his successors might there as- 
sume with greater magnificence, the imperial crown 
He next touched at Genera in Saroj, not far from 
Swisserland, uhere he again met nilh rcry fine wmc, 
for there was a certain bishop there celebrated for his 
taste He also sojourned ‘some time at Basle m 
Swisserland, where the Ulimc flows through the city 
which his demon informed him was called rtfter a 
ba«ilisk, which had once its dwelling there Many 
old nrers and fruitful land were ‘teen around, besides 
Its grand unnersity and its single cloister Con- 
stance was the next place he came to, where he ad- 
mired the beautiful bridge across the Ubinc, and 
which his demon informed him was called after the 
city of Constantinople 

Next he alighted at Ulm, where he rns greatly 
pleased with the parish church of St Martin’s, a 
very magnificent building, begun in the jear 1377, 
and which contains fifty two altars, besides a beau- 
tiful chapel for the sacrament attached to it As 
Doctor Faustus was now prepanng to proceed far- 
ther, his demon turning towards him said “ Let us 
pass over the castle and episcopal city of Murtz- 
burgh, where there are so many orders of minor 
fnars, of St Benedict, St Stephen, and other 
samts, till we amve at Nuremburgh This city you 
must know has borrowed ite name from Claudius 
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Tiberius Nero, and in the cluircb of St. Lawrence is 
preseiTcd the mantle, the sword, the sceptre, and 
crown of Charlcmag;nc. A beautiful golden fountain 
adorns the market-place, where it is said that the 
spear which pierced our Saviour’s side is now pre- 
ser\-ed along with a piece of the Holy Cross. In 
this there are no less than five hundred and twenty- 
eight streets, six magnificent gates, two smaller ones, 
four towers, eleven stone bridges, twelve hills, ten 
large market-places, thirteen baths, ten churches, 
and as many preachers, besides other rare and stu- 
pendous works.” 

Next morning on his arrival at Augsburgh, Faus- 
tus enquired of his demon the whole history of the 
city and from whom it took its name ? It had six 
names,” replied Mephostophiles, “ before' it received 
the last from Augustus Octavianus.” The Doctor 
likewise put the same questions to him respecting 
Regensburg and the other places through which he 
travelled, being always inquisitive to hear something 
new. Shortly he extended his tour as far as Con- 
stantinople, a city -which was named after the gi-eat 
Emperor Constantine. From its grand towers and 
palaces, it may well deserve to be called a new 
Rome, and lies pleasantly upon the side of the sea. 
Doctor Faustus spent several days in admiring the 
gi-and Sultan’s seraglio, and his exceeding pomp and 
power. One evening as his Turkish majesty was 
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enjoying his repast, the Doctor plajed off one of his 
old tncks, and suddenly the hall of state xippcarcd as 
if m a blaze of fire, so that every one ran m a great 
hurry to extinguish the flames, while overhead it 
began to thunder and lighten in an aatonishmg man- 
ner At the same time he bedevilled the Sultan m 
such a way that he could neither rise from lus scat, 
nor be earned out of tlic place, which shone fir 
more bnghtly tlian if it had been high noon Then 
the Doctor made his appearance before the Sultan, 
arrayed like tlie Pope himself, and tlius spoke “ All 
had, great Sultan, who hast been found worthy that 
even I, joiir own Mahomet, hare made myself v isible 
to youl" Haling pronounced which words ho os 
suddenly disappeared Sucli was the force of the 
enchantment that the Sultan fell upon his knees, and 
devxiutly cned out to Mahomet, praising and thanking 
him for having deigned to appear to him The en- 
suing morning Doctor Faustus paid a visit to the 
Sultan's seraglio, where no one besides the guards 
are permitted to appear, m tlic presence of his beau- 
tiful w;ves> and ladies of all countries, who are there 
impnsoned to suit his choice But the Doctor threw 
the whole apartments into so thick a mist, that he 
him«elf, m the shape of the Prophet, along vntlt 
his demon, could not be perceived Here ho con- 
tinued to amuse himself dunng six days, which to- 
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gether with the mist so much puzzled the Sultan, 
that he commanded formal prayers and ceremonies 
to be offered up to clear the atmosphere in all his 
mosques. Meanwhile the Doctor, in excellent hu- 
mour, was partaking of every pleasure which the world 
could afford. When weary of amusing himself at 
the Sultan’s expence, he flew aloft in his Popish 
habiliments, high above the seraglio, so as to be seen 
by all below. After he had taken himself clear 
away, and the fog had somewhat dispersed, the Great 
Turk ventured to make his appearance, and then 
summoning the whole of his ladies together, he very 
anxiously enquired what could be the meaning that 
his seraglio had been so long lost in a fog? At this 
they one and all assured him that the great Prophet 
Mahomet had appeared to them and commandmg 
them to submit to his wishes, had declared that in 
future a more lofty and heroic race would thence 
appear upon the theatre of the Avorld. The Sultan 
took this in the light of a great compliment bestowed 
upon him, but his Muftis would have had him not 
to give ear to it, maintaining that Mahomet had 
nothing to do in the business, but that it was a spirit. 
The ladies replied, that whether he were a spirit 
or no, he had conducted himself in a very friendly 
and agreeable manner, Avhile Avith them. ■ These 
difierent versions of the story puzzled the Sultan a 
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p»d ileal, RRil nftfT ftU h»t rtx^Mtnrt and crjmul* 
taUoRi, he UlU rctnimtil i« preal jTtpVxuy tn 
xrliat Ijr ou;:til to llunl. of tl. 

Doctor I'amlm inoanwliil'* •ra^ jmnum;: la* wa) 
to Uic capital Alcairo; tlic ♦amc «luch «< furmrtly 
called MctnpliJi, and a!*o Cl»acl.am, wlicft; the 
Dcy'ptian Sultan liU rotut, and wlirfr flow* 

the wiphty iticam, tthich mrtirapii' m channel* 
fertilize* the «hole Imd, Tlimix hf mn^td ta» waj 
caitctlj,and nyain Io»an!« tlic writ imtil he enme 
to the city of Oko, in thr royal ftat** of Ilonciry, 
winch larre i« a very fniitful city, a* it rotilam* a 
pool of water wliwh |iTii»luer« ^dM and iilirr, and all 
kind* of metal. 'IIm* lluft,ni»an city i« ilcfcndnl liy 
a priwcrfii! critic, nnil ofinmentnl with oilier notte 
woik*. Tlic Doctor next \i»«ie»l Mo*lenhiir,:h, and 
touched at huliecl, in Kaxony. Tlic former i< an 
c{)i5CO{>al acc, and it u ixid to lie m |io«viifion of one 
of the YMscU in which ourS*a»ioiir chin^ml llie water 
into wine, LtilKTh i* nI<o a hldiojirirL m Saxony. 
From till* last he went to Fifurth, wlicre ihtrc t« an 
imtieitil), and from llrfnrlli, he l*cnl his way 
hack to WitlLiiljurph. Tlioii,;li he had l»c<n alnuil 
only just half a year, he had aecti a preat sarkty 
of prospects, and studied Uic manner* of difllrcni 
rounlncs. 
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A QursTioN ni.sPKrrixG the cause or tiiunuep.. 

While at Wittenburg in tlie month of August, there 
blew a gi-eat hurricane, attended witli much tliunder 
and lightning, as Doctor Faustus was standing in 
the market place with several other physicians. These 
last took occasion to inquire into the cause of this 
sudden tempest; to which the Doctor replied, “ Such 
a tempest is not always accompanied by the same 
signs ; but when the wind has long been up, the 
clouds of heaven arc driven together, and instead of 
thunder, they sometimes burst in floods of rain. And 
about the time that the tempest begins to gather 
most strength, the spirits of the air mingle in the 
lower sphere, and encountering each other from the 
four quarters of the world -with fierce strife, such is 
the echo of the shock that we temi it thunder. But 
when the "wind is too powerful, the thunder can in no 
way get vent, and if it could so escape, it would be 
borne upwards according to the direction in which 
the wind most fiercely blows.’ Because from that side 
the tempest begins to rise, and in the same way we 
perceive that it more frequently comes from the south, 
than from the -west, the north, or the east.” 
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mne roitowBTiiETntBDiKDtiirM»Tor ooctos rAi*it»i • 

ADrEJ»TI7Bf8, AVp IN ACCOUNT Of THE NICBON ANTIC TRlCt* 
■wmcM Ut HR»3ft«tD IV Tilt CQOttI Of BONt OnfAT fO* 
TXNTATtI IT rOKTAIVS ttStWIIB Ills tAHFtTABtE AND 
TEltBirtC SSfABTLIII. AND SAD ZVp 


AN ntnoiiCAL JurrcDctr ntartcu'to doctoii rAcsris awb 
TUX ZMPSSOll CUABttS THE firtK 

It *0 happened that the Emperor Chiricf, attended 
hy hu >ThoIc court had occasion to w<it MsbnicL> 
at the time that Doctor Paustus ^rjs itajin^ there 
The latter hemj acquainted srith several of tlie free 
lords and others of the pl3cc» for whose |nstimc he 
had exhibited different feats of lus art> was mvitcd 
by them to court Tlic emperor lieving; he was 
there, inquired vlnl sort of a persompe he vths. 
When informed that his mme \ra» Doctor Faustus, 
one day after dinner, during the summer, lie sent for 
him into !iis cabinet, and inquired whether he were 
really so ueU versed m Uic black art as fame gave 
out, and had brouglit a familiar spmt under Uia com> 
mand ’ Tliat m such ease he, the Emperor, would be 
glad to see him exhibit some proof of ius skill, and 
moreover required him so to dom respect to liis impe- 
rial crovm, which might otiicrwisc endanger tlic Doc- 
tor’s safety Upon this, Faustus entreated lus majesty 
m the most humble manner, as if he wished to excuse 
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himself. “ Now hear me once for all,” exclaimed the 
Emperor; “ I have often wished to learn how some of 
my great predecessors achieved sucli wonderful feats, 
and arrived at such a pitch of fortune and renown, 
in particular respecting the great Alexander of Ma- 
cedon ; that bright star of heroisih, and example of 
true royalty, as we read in history. He it was who 
amassed such great wealth, power, and dominion, as 
to throw his successors, .and me and my suc- 
cessors, all into the shade. It is therefore my de- 
sire that you should forthwith summon from the 
shades, into my presence, the forms of this fa- 
mous .Alexander, and his queen, just as they once 
appeared in their regal attire ; and I will then believe 
that you are an experienced master of your art?” 
“ Most gracious sovereign,” replied Faustus, “ I am 
well prepared, and also delighted to think of gratify- 
ing your imperial majesty in this matter. The 
ancient forms of the great Alexander and his queen 
shall present themselves in as imposing a manner as 
my art will admit. Yet though their image wiU'ap- 
pear clearly to view, I must acquaint your majesty 
that their bodies have not really risen from the dead, 
because that would be quite impossible. There are, 
however, a few old experienced spirits who have often 
seen Alexander and his queen, and Avho possess the 
power of assuming their forms, which your majesty 
shall soon perceive.” Having said this. Doctor Fans- 
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lti5 Uft. Ihc EmpCTtiT s apartment in onitT lo coasu\l 
with his demon Mcphostophilc* After *i little while 
he ajam returned to the Ctnpcror, and netjuamted 
him that he could execute wlnt lie had undertaken 
upon one condition, that hts majeit> would be 
pleased to asV. no questions, tior c^cn speak, during 
the whole «ccne 

'Hie Doctor then opened the door, and ushered 
m Alexander the Great amjctl cxactU in thcstroc 
uniform, tiir, and chancier ns he h id cxhibiteil 
dunog hts life time Uc was a thick set, but well 
shaped man, nidi red beard and complexion, and 
sharp (lerycjcs like a basilisk’s Me marched mto 
the room m full dress, and armed from top to toe 
Advancing courteously towards tlic Cmpcror, he made 
him a profound obeisance, on whicli the Fmperor 
rose and olTcrod to cinbnee him , but the Doctor 
would not permit it. After Alexander had uolkcd 
round tlic Emperor a few tunes, I c turned towards 
the door, svhen the Queen made her appearance, and 
also saluted the Emperor Midi a low courtesy She 
wore a blue dress, nchly ornamented with pearls and 
precious stones Her complexion xvas extremely de- 
licate, being of a mingled rose and milk, colour, her 
look, was thoughtful, and her face and person xverc 
altogether graceful and beautiful While gazing in- 
tently upon them both, the Emperor thought to him- 
self Now I have seen two beings whom 1 hai e long 
Q 
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wished to behold, and it is impossible but that it is 
really so, if the spirit he spake of has changed him- 
self into such a form, like the woman of Endor who 
raised the Prophet Samuel from the dead. 

And in order more • fully to convince himself that 
such was the fact, the Emperor farther considered 
within himself: Now I recollect to have read, that 
this same mirror of chivaliy and royalty had some- 
thing of a twist in his neck; upon which he ap- 
proached nearer to him, and perceived that he actually 
had a kind of twist ; with a wart on his neck, so 
that having satisfied himself upon this point, directly 
afterwards his unearthly visitants disappeared. 


DOCTOn TAUSTUS NEXT BEWITCHES A CEBTAIN KNIGHT BY STICK- 
ING A FAIR OF STAG’S ANTLERS UPON HIS HEAD. 

When the Doctor had thus, as we have said, so 
greatly entertained the Emperor in the manner he so 
much wished, towards evening he began to amuse 
himself with wa'tching the courtiers as they went 
backwards and for\vards to the royal table, first in 
and then out. While thus employed he perceived 
one of the knights lying fast asleep under a window 
place to breathe as much air as he could, because, the 
day was exceedingly hot. But I shall not mention 
his name, as he is now dead,- and was besides a free-, 
bom gentleman, which had the effect of turning the 
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adventure into greater ridicule His familiar demon 
MepKostopKiles had a particular hand m this wicked 
delusion, for he caused a huge branch of horns to 
«pnng out of his forehead as he lay asleep zn the 
window place After nodding his head a few times, 
the poor knight, began to mb his eyes to the infinite 
diversion of the spectators, and at last feeling the 
horns, he awakened in a great fnght For the window 
having been closed, he could get his antlers neither 
backwards nor forwards, which the Emperor perceiv- 
ing began to laugh , while all his attendants were 
equally amused at witnessing his cunous efforts to 
extricate himself The whole court soon gathered 
round, some mocking, and some compassionating 
him, but few being able to lefram from laughter until 
it pleased Doctor Faustus to release the poor knight 
from his perilous enchantment, and take his depar- 
ture thence 


now THE FOREIIENTIONED l''ICItT 60 VCIfT TO TIXE VENCEJHCB 
CFOV TOE DOCTOR FOR TBC SAID TRICK 

Aftee Doctor Faustus had taken his leave of the 
court, where every one had sought to shew him honor 
after the example of the Emperor, the Knight and 
his friends began to scheme how they might trick 
him m hi3 turn He bad scarcely proceeded half a 
'mile upon his journey before he perceived sevenhorse- 
men make their appearance from an old wood, at 
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•whose head rode the Knight, who had home the 
stag’s antlers on his forehead. As tlie Doctor drew 
nigh, they raised their hands in a threatening ges- 
ture, and spurred towards him at speed, on seeing 
which he rode away ns if to conceal himself in a small 
clump of trees not for ofi'. Emboldened by his re- 
treat, they were proceeding to siuTound him, when 
suddenly the place appeared filled with armed knights 
with spears in rest, all ready to run a tilt. At this 
sight the Knight and his comrades turned their horses 
heads, and spurred as hard the other way. But their 
full speed availed them nothing, for in a few moments 
they found themselves surrounded by a troop of fierce 
looking, men to whom they were glad to surrender, 
and solicit the Doctor’s mercy. 

Upon this the great magician granted them quar- 
ter, though not without the conditions of making each 
of them wear a pair of horns for the space of a month 
afterwards, while their steeds were graced during the 
same period ■with those of bullocks to the no small 
annoyance of the grooms, as a mark of the Doctor’s 
displeasure. And this last punishment took such an 
efiect upon the Knight’s imagination, that he quite 
lost his courage, and was no longer fit for active ser- 
vice. At the same time, the noise of the aftair at 
court, served to spread the Doctor's reputation, and 
he began to be held in great awe by the knights and 
squires. 
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’^01T DOCTOR FAUSTirS DISPOSES OF A I7ACOOK LOAD OF HAY, 
AKD THE EORSES, IV ORDER TO PONISH A PEASANT. 

It next happened that the Doctor was journeying to- 
wards the city of Gotha, where he had to transact 
some business This was in the pleasant month of 
June, when the countrymen were all busily employed 
in getting m their hay As he drew near with some 
of his companions towards the city gates, being ra- 
ther merry with wme, he saw a simple looking peasant, 
whistling his team jollily along 1 will make thee 
change that tune, thought Doctor Faustus, I like not 
to see a boor so heartily merry Hereupon he threw 
himself into the man’s way, and crossed him which ever 
way he attempted to pass, until the poor fellow after 
some trials, seeing into his malice, began to grow 
angry, exclaiming. “ Wilt not go neither on one side 
north’ other. What would be at^’ Doctor Faus- 
tus, having already drunk rather too much, made 
him this answer ** Now I shall see whether you 
are to make way for me, or I for you ” The boor 
heanng these words began to wax wroth, and threat- 
ened the Doctor hard, if he were not allowed to pass 
“ What, thou boor,” retorted the Doctor, “ dost thou 
dare to scoff at me ^ for a little more I would devour 
thy waggon, horses, and hay and all " “ Do that,” 
replied the man, “ as soon as thou wilt , if it pleases 
thee, it pleases me well, eat and be d — ned ” So 
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forthwith the Doctor began to inistify and delude the 
poor man’s senses in such a way, that he imagined 
the Doctor grew as high as a church steeple. And 
first he laid his hands upon the horses, and next upon 
the waggon and hay, all which seemed to disappear, 
faster than a man takes his meat, down the giant’s 
•wide and ponderous jaws. At this sight, the poor 
waggoner uttered a dreadful howl, and ran half out 
of his wits to the house of the Burgomaster, where 
lie related the dreadful event in piteous lamentations 
and dismay. The Burgomaster ran along witli his 
officers, as fast as possible to the spot, curious to be- 
hold so strange a scene. On reaching the place, 
however, what was the poor waggoner’s surprize, to 
find his load of hay, and team of horses standing very 
quietly at the eity gates where he liad stopped them. 


HOW Docron taustus obtained a loan or jioney fuom a jew, 
AND now he gave him leg-bail, cutting it orr to leave 
IN THE Jew’s tosslssion. 

It used to be an old saying that the conjuror, “ charm 
he never so wisely,” for the year together, was never 
half a stiver richer in the world for his pains. Now 
Doctor Faustus began to experience the timtli of this, 
inasmuch as the grand promises made by his demon 
in their first contract were mere bubbles, well worthy 
of their proprietor — a liar and the father of lies. For 
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lic J\id led the Doctor to bclwvc that he vras com* 
polled mlo lus sen ice and overreached bj him, so that 
v-ast nches would flow m upon him. Four jears of his 
demon's apprenticeship hadjeltomn, though he was 
still not a whit the richer, either m gold or goods for 
all that Mcphostophiles had done. It was agreed 
hhewne that he was to partake onl) of the best fare 
that could be obtained at pnncc’s courts uhercsoeTer 
he should travel, as wc have alre.ady seen On this 
account, he had heldavanetj of disputations with his 
familiar demon, which gcnerall) ended, however, by 
his inviting some boon companions to come and ban- 
quet widi him. At length, finding himself m want 
of ready cash, he was compelled to apply to a certain 
Jew, with whom in tlic first instance, he agreed for 
sixty dollars which he promised to return m the space 
of one month. This being expired, the Jew went to 
demand his dollars with the interest which was be- 
come due, when tlie Doctor replied to his application 
as follows: “ Jew I I have no money, and I have 
no means, just now, of procunng any. However, if 
jou are willing to accept good secunlj, I think vve 
can come to terms I will give you cither an arm or 
a leg, which ever shall best please you, and which 
shall be made over to you as a pledge or mortgage ; 
though under this one condition that as soon as I 
shall have the money forthconuag, you will be pre- 
pared to restore to me my leg.” Now the Jew, being 
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ncvtiirally every good Christian’s enemy, thought to 
himself : I am glad of this, but he must be a most 
singidar genius to think of pawning me his life and 
blood for the sake of money ; what can I do with 
such security as this ? But mcanwliilc, Doctor Paus- 
tus taking out a saw was vei'y leisurely sawing oO' his 
leg, which he handed to the Jew (though it was all 
mere illusion) repeating the same condition, that he 
was to return it the moment he should obtain the 
money, as he the Doctor knew how to set it in its 
place again. So the Jew not a little pleased witli his 
contract, marched oft' with the Doctor’s leg. When 
he had kept it, however, a short time he began to 
think : What shall I do with this rogue of a Christian’s 
limb? if I carry it about with me, I shall be poisoned 
with the stench, besides its being of no farther use to 
him when he shall want it, however good a security.; 
for what more could he give ? Being at length quite 
puzzled in which way to act for the best, one day as 
he was crossing over a bridge, "weary with calculating 
pro et contra, he threw the Doctor’s leg into the 
water, and thought himself well rid of it. Doctor, 
Faustus fully aware of what had passed, sent notice- 
to the Jew three days afterwards, that he was ready 
to repay him the money. The latter now repented 
that he had been so hasty, but he went. . The first 
question put by, the Doctor was, what he had done 
with his pledge. What have I done !’’ replied the 
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■Jew “What couM I do wth jt* it was -of no use, 
and I threw it away The Doctor on hearing this, 
took the Jew roundly to task, declaring that he must 
have his leg again, come what would , or that he, the 
Jew, must look to the consequences Alarmed at the 
violence of the Doctor’s threats, the unlucky Israelite 
at length consented to adjust the matter by farther 
advancing sixty dollars, in order to avoid the terrors 
of the law 


now eocTon taosti a ootwits a noitSE j£>c»*v 

Ik like manner the Doctor succeeded m imposing 
upon a horse dealer at an annual fair , where a num- 
ber of merchants and other chapmen used to resort 
For he appeared riding into the place upon a hand 
some and richly caparisoned steed, which brought the 
most cunning jockeys all about him, and at last he 
agreed with one to sell the noble-Iookmg ammal for 
fourteen guineas At the same time he cautioned 
the dealer how he ventured to nde him to water, as 
he was a very tickle beast This only put the jockey 
upon his mettle, and when the Doctor had adjourned 
to the inn, he mounted and rode him to the water 
side, which he had no sooner reached, before the 
good steed disappeared from under, leaving the poor 
fellow m the pool, astnde of a saddle of straw, gazing 
round in equal terror and surprize On lecovenng 



34G 


DOCTOR TAUSTUS. 


liimseir, however, and thinking of his bargain, he 
hastened as fast as he could into the inn, to find 
Doctor Faustus, though not knowing whether he was 
dreaming or awake. He was directed into the Doc- 
tor’s room, wlierc he found him lying fast asleep. He 
slept so soundly that the dealer perceiving he did not 
offer to rise when he spoke to him, took him by 
die foot, and giving him a gentle pull, was surprized 
to find the Doctor’s leg hanging in his hand. He 
uttered a cry of horror, and at the same moment 
Doctor Faustus jumped up and began to cry murder 
as loud as he could. The man, without venturing 
to ask for his money, flung the leg upon the table 
and ran out of the place, thinking himself happy to 
escape the gallows. In this way Doctor Faustus 
pocketed another sum of money. 


now DOCTon r.AusTus meets anotheu peasant to whom he 

SELLS ms OWN LOAD OE HAY. 

His money, however, was all spent before he reached 
the city of Zwickau, where he ivas hospitably enter- 
tained by the magistrates. Having an eye to more, 
as he Avalking out in the evening he met another wag- 
goner driving along his team, of whom he enquired 
how much he would ask for as much of his hay as 
he, the Doctor, liked to eat. The man replied that 
for half a stiver he should have as much as he 
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pleased, l>eUeving that the \?hole was a mere jest. 
But suddenly the Doctor appeared to be devouring 
the whole concern, with so hearty an appetite as to 
excite the wonder of all the spectatore. \Vhen he 
had finished about half his meal, the poor waggoner, 
alarmed lest the remainder should share the same 
fate, cried out lustily for mercy, and offered to com- 
promise with the Doctor ; enquinng in his turn how 
much he would take to give up his bargain, and leave 
him the hay. At the same time he offered the 
Doctor a gold piece, which the latter put into his 
pocket, and permitted the man to drive away. By 
the time he reached the end of his journey, he found 
on coming to unload, that the whole of his hay was 
there ; for the delusion which the Doctor had raised 
was vanished. 


now THE DOCTOR ENDED A PISFUTATJO'I DETWEEV TWELVE 
STVDENTS. 

One day at Wittenbuig, there was a disputation 
held before the Doctor’s house between seven stu- 
dents against five. During the heat of the argument 
it came into the Doctor’s head to play them a tnck, 
and forthwith he cast such a mist before their eyes, 
that no longer able to distmguish their opponents, 
they grew more and more an^, until at length from 
words they came to blows, which soon brought a 
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crowd of spectators around them, not a little amused 
at the scene. So complctcU', indeed, had the ma- 
licious conjuror deluded their senses, that they fought 
and reeled like drunken men. But as this novel 
argnvientum ad homiucin, appeared to he coining no 
nearer to a conclusion than that of their tongues, the 
spectators were at length obliged to interfere, and the 
poor deluded students were each of them conducted 
to. their homes, where on their arrival they recovered 
their senses and their sight. 


now DocTon faustus ruNisnrn some r-nniATED counthy- 

MEN, WHO MADE TOO MUCH NOISF. 

Another day, as the Doctor was regaling himself at 
a certain publican’s, where a number of peasants Avere 
assembled who were likewise making meny, he said 
that they amazed him, and ordered them to make 
less noise. So far, however, from obeying, they 
began to sing and shout, and hoot, and Avhistle 
louder than before. Upon this the Doctor observed 
to his companion : “ Noav mark ye; I will, soon stop 
their whistles, in a Avay Avhich they little expect.” 
So accordingly just as the poor felloAvs were in .the 
middle of a loud chonis, they came to a halt as, sud- 
denly as if they had been gagged, each staring at.his 
companion with his jaAvs extended, Avithout poAver to 
utter a word. _ No longer able to distinguish one 
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&.tiother, they rose up and separated one by one, only 
intent upon getting out of the place as fast as pos- 
sible. And no sooner were they fairly nd of it, and 
proceeding upon their way, than they reco\ered the 
use of their speech and again recognized one another, 
happy to escape home again with no other detri- 
ment, except the fright. 


now DOCTOR RjkCSTCS BAD ADTEHTURt AT TOE COURT OT 
O’lE or TBE FRINCE9 OP ANniLT. 

Okc£ upon a time, m the month of January, Doctor 
Faustua had occasion to go to the court of the Pnnee 
of Anhalt, who shewed him all kind of hospitality 
and kmdness While seated at table, he remarked 
that the princess looked very thoughtful and melan- 
choly. On this account as soon as the cloth was 
removed, the Doctor said* “My giacious lady, I 
have always understood that gentlewomen of your 
melancholy temperament, required some strange and 
no\el sights to beguile tedious thoughts. I would 
entreat of your Highness to acquaint me what kind 
of amusement might chance to prove most acceptable 
to you”. The Princess made answer' “My good 
Doctor, I will not pretend to d^guise from you, that 
about the middle of last winter I indulged a great wish 
to partake of some fresh summer fruit and flowers, and 
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now I again begin to wish tliat they .were mine.” 
Doctor Fanstu.s replied : “ I can easily gratify your 
Highness in this rcsjject; for in another half hour 
you shall bo ])rcscntcd with as much of both as 
heart could wish.” As he said this he threw up the 
window, and placing two silver dishes outside, he 
again resumed his scat. When the time was come 
he went to the window, and brought with him the 
silver dishes which he laid upon the table. How 
great was the Princess’s joy ! for one of them was 
heaped up with beautiful white and blue plums, and 
the other full of apples and pears ; both wreathed 
with the most odoriferous flowers, still wet with the 
morning dew. Presenting them to the Princess, he 
said : “ You see, your Highness need not be afraid 
to eat, they arc just arrived from a warm and mellow 
clime, where the summer is but now upon the wane.” 
The Princess took some and relished them ex- 
tremely, though she could scarcely restrain her won- 
der at beholding them ; while the Prince obsers'ng 
her curiosity, boldly asked tlm Doctor how he had 
brought it to pass ? The Doctor answered him veiy 
courteously : “ My gracious lord, you must know 
that the year is divided between two portions of the 
world, as in tw'O circles, so that when it is here 
winter, it is summer in another part ; because tlie 
heaveps are round, and the sun has now arrived at 
his perhelion in tliat quarter. For the same reason 
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vre have now only sliort days, and bleak winter all 
around. But »t is not so m the east and the west, 
as m Zaba, where the suramer is now in full glow, 
and where tno fruit seasons load the jear. Our 
night here is their daylight ; for the great sun is gone 
down below this part of the earth. Yet the \ast 
ocean lies higher in the world, and were it not obe- 
dient to the supreme command, it would m an in- 
stant engulph the earth upon u Inch m e now stand 
It was to one of those far lands, my gracious Prince, 
that I just noil dispatched my familiar demon, who 
to give the imp his due, is a pretty swift-footed spirit, 
and he can moreover assume any other form he 
pleases He it was who brought your gracious con- 
sort the dish of fruit at my particular command.” 

Both these royal personages listened to the Doc- 
tor’s words with exclamations of wonder, and were 
greatly delighted at his answering them so frankly a 
number of other curious questions. 


CONCERTINO AVOTIIER ADVENTURE WHICB DOCTOR TAOSTUS 
UNDERTOOK TO PLEASE TOE SA»{B PRINCE, TOR IVIIOU llE 
BUILT A STATELT CASTLE UPON A HEIGHT. 

As Doctor Faustus was preparing to take his leave 
of this court, he said to the Prince . ** If your High- 
ness wcivid grant me the honor of yotcr company as 
far as the city gates, I thmk I could shew you a 
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castle ^vllicll has -been erected for your Highness’s 
service during the last night.” Greatly siir})rizcd at 
these words, the Prince consents to accompany him, 
attended also by the Princess and other ladies and 
lords of the court. When they had arrived outside 
the' gates, they beheld upon a mountain which is 
called the Rombuddcl, a very beautiful castle in the 
distance, solely tlie work of this great magician’s 
hand. He then entreated that their Highnesses 
would allow him to conduct them thither, and ex- 
hibit it -more narrowly, to which they easily con- 
sented. This castle was so wondrously wrought by 
power of magic, as to be quite surrounded by a deep 
lake, in which were all kinds of fish, and water-fowl, 
such as swans, wild ducks, &c. forming altogether a 
a most novel and enchanting spectacle. 

From the surface of this beautiful lake, there rose 
five lofty towers, with two grand gates enclosing a 
vast court, wherein were found every variety of 
animals almost unknown to Germany, such as 
apes, buffaloes, bears, and other foreign species. 
Birds too of the most varied song and colour Avere 
seen flitting from tree to tree. When the party had 
beheld all these rarities, the Doctor shewed them into . 
the castle, and invited them to sit down to a repast, 
consisting of all kinds of delicacies, and the most 
choice Avines in the Avorld. Numerous courses Avere 
served up to table on tlie Pope’s plate of gold and 
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5»ilvcr, by a crowd of domestics at whose head was 
■yVagenar; affording the nchest choice alike in 
stewed, m boiled, and roasted, of flesh, of fish, and 
of game 

In particular the turbot and the \enison were 
esteemed most exq^uisite, or excelled only by the 
flavour of the rarest wines These last were chiefly 
Rhenish, Spanish, French, Russian, Malaga, &c 
besides some of a mom delicate kind, amounting 
to more than a hundred varieties Such indeed was 
the abundance and splendor of this festival, as to 
call forth the liveliest expressions of gratitude from 
the Prince, whom the Doctor conducted back to his 
palace in the same splendid style, flattenng himself 
that he had never before enjoyed so luxurious a ban- 
quet But he had hardly reached his oivn court, 
when the whole castle on the hill blew up, and 
disappeared amidst clouds of flame 

After the conclusion of this splendid scene, 
Doctor Faustus waited upon the Pnnee to take final 
leave, who then pre^nted him wth several hundred 
dollars, and they parted* 


MOW DOCTOR VArStPS WITH 90HZ OV HIS B0O*l COUPAMOl-S 
BROKE INTO TUE BISBOP Of BALTEBDSc’r CEZ.LAR 

Having thus taken his departure from court, the 
Doctor began to wish for more merry company with 
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his old college companions, and he next repaired to 
Wittemburg. It being fast-day eve, he resolved to 
disguise himself asBacchus, and many of the students 
went to see him. After they had feasted together for 
a while, being desirous of witnessing some of his new 
bacchanalian tricks, he persuaded them to go with him 
and pay a visit to a certain wine cellar, where he 
would present them with something better than they 
ever tasted in their lives ; and they should no longer 
envy the nectar of Homer’s gods. 

The collegians did not require much persuasion, 
and Faustus seizing a ladder that lay in his court, 
and exclaiming; “ With this we heroes of Bacchus will 
scale the Bishop’s cellars;” he ranged the students on 
either side of it, while seating himself in the middle, 
they bore him in triumph to the place of ambush. 
The same night they made their attack, and succeed- 
ing in effecting a breach, they boldly let down the 
ladder,' and descended into the Bishop’s Avine vaults, 
where they found a collection of the choicest kinds. 
The Doctor presided while they filled their cups, tasting 
and guaging the different vats Avith the expertness of 
an exciseman. They seated themselves round a joint 
stool, trimmed their lamp, and AA'ere beginning to 
make very merry Avhen the door opened, and the 
bishop’s butler made his appearance. But the Doc- 
tor Avas prepared for him, and seizing him by the 
hair, he dragged him into the cellars, just as he be- 
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gan to cry, thieves’ thieves’ There they bound him 
hand and foot, and seating him upon one of his own 
vats they drank to the good Bishop's health, cruelly 
compellmg him to witness their depredations upon 
some of his most favorite wines When they had all 
caroused to their hearts content they broke up, carry- 
ing the poor butler along with them , first, hoisting 
him up the ladder, and next binding him across it 
In this way they proceeded home again, until per- 
ceiving a high tree at a little distance, for it was 
moonlight, the Doctor commanded the whole party 
to halt Here the unhappy butler, supposing that he 
was going to be hanged, uttered the most piteous la- 
mentations, which quite moved the heart of some of 
the collegian«, who began to intercede m his behalf 
Nay,” quoth the Doctor, “ we must hoist him up, he 
must smug m the tree, howbeit, he may save his 
life, if he please , but mount him up there upon the 
ladder, and leave him among tlie branches to shift 
for himself” This being done to the unlucky butler's 
infinite alarm and reluctance, they pulled the ladder 
down again, and with shcluts of bacchanalian triumph 
bent their course home There the Doctor after- 
wards gave seveiul treats with the Bishop’s wme, 
which he had brought back with him m flasks 

Meanwhile the unhappy butler sat perched during 
the whole night m the tree, in momentary fear of a 
fall, and almost starved to death with the cdd. When 
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it began to grow light, perceiving that it wonld be laih- 
ning too great a risk to attempt getting clo^\■n, he 
kept watch for the conntrj-mcn as tlicy went to work, 
whose assistance he earnestly entreated, relating his' 
piteous adventure with many sighs and tears. 

The peasants being greatly surprised at such a' 
sight, and alarmed at hearing that it was the Bishop’s 
butler himself, instantly despatched one of their num- 
ber to the court of Salzburg, while the rest proceeded 
to lend all the assistance in their power. The tidings 
caused a great sensation at the court, numbers of 
people hastened to the spot, some wth ropes, some 
with ladders ; but all eager to get a sight of the 
bishop’s butler in the tree. Who the thieves were, 
however, and why they had put him there, he knew 
as little as the bishop himself, only it was certain, he' 
said, that he had caught them — or rather they had 
caught him, in his master’s cellars ; where they had 
left not a single vat of wine unbroached. 


HOW DOCTOR FAUSTUS KEPT ASH-WEDN’ESDAY ^ AND THE 
ArroiNTED EVENING EAST. 

Upon the ensuing Ash-Wednesday, appointed for the 
evening fast, the fore-mentioned students again went 
to the house of Doctor Faustus, whither they had 
been invited- expressly for the occasion, after having 
feasted their friend the Doctor in their own. Itwas 
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a noble feast, and tbcj did full justice to it, singing 
and dancing during great part of the night After 
the bowl had frequentlj circled round, the Doctor 
enlivened the party bj some of his magical exhibi- 
tions, and the most amusing kind of bufToonery 
The most whimsical dialogues were heard proceeding 
from voices that no one could comprehend Next a 
band of music struck up, sometimes an organ, 
sometimes a harp, a flute, a piano, or a iiol, 
sometimes solo, and at others in concert \\ hen 
this ceased, the Doctor took a number of curious- 
ly wrought cups and glasses which he arranged 
upon the floor, and which presently began to dance, 
and to stnke each other, making the room nog 
with the sound, until they smote each other into 
pieces, to the great entertainment of the spectators 
After this commenced a monkey dance, m which an old 
ape figured as the dancing master, beating time to the 
music, and drilling the party from time to time with 
his fiddle stick At length the night being prettj 
far advanced with vanous sports, the Doctor de- 
clared that they must stay to supper, to which they 
would come hack the better prepared, after having 
been at the new comedy Accordingly on their re- 
turn, the Doctor took a limed stick winch he placed 
outside the ivindow , and soon it was covered with 
a number of rare birds, and the Doctor drew it in 
again This he repeated several times, until finding 
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himself well stocked with game, he requested the as- 
sistance of his guests to wring their necks out, after 
Avhich operation he handed them to Wagenar in 
order to have them dressed. By a fresh stretch of his 
magical art, the Doctor next made his guests appear to 
each other, as if they had all lost their heads ; inso- 
jmuch that they terrified the people sadly wherever they 
shewed themselves. But as soon as the supper was 
•announced, and the guests found themselves seated at 
table, they each of them assumed their natural fea- 
tures and appearance, laughing and conversing with 
one another as before. They had not, however, con- 
versed long before they underwent a still more ap- 
propriate and amusing metamorphosis, for they were 
each of them presented with an ape’s head and ears 
instead of their own. Still they continued the con- 
versation as before, only in a somewhat harsher and 
discordant tone, questioning and replying in their 
new character, which produced the most solemn and 
singular effect in the world. At supper there was 
also a calf’s head set before one of the collegians, 
and the Doctor requested him to carve it. The 
moment he began the operation it exclaimed “ Mor- 
bio he sio ! Oh ! how you cut my veal ! !” At which 
all the students jumped up in great alarm, but on 
finding that it was only one of the Doctor’s tricks, 
they began to laugh, and resumed their seats. To 
complete the evening’s amusement, he next ordered 
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a sledge in the shape of a huge dragon to be brought 
to the door, and mounting upon its neck, he invited 
the students to follow bun, who seated themselves 
on its back, while behind them stood a large old 
ape who acted as the guard, and blew the horn. 
And away went the sledge at the Doctor's command, 
turning m every direction, obediently to the Doctor’s 
voice Such too was its speed, that the students 
imagined they were flying through the air, and 
conld hear nothing except the sound of its vast 
wings as they fanned the heavy clouds 


BOW pOCTOR PAVtTCS ON TNC CONP^V POLIOWIKC C0\ 
JORED Vf TQB ENCUANTBP nClSNjl 

The next visit which the forementioned collegians 
paid their friend the Doctor, was to sup with him 
one Sunday evening On this occasion they brought 
their own wme, and other delicacies along u ith them , 
pn arrangement which served to make their company 
only the more agreeable Their conversation happen- 
ing to turn upon the most beautiful ladies who had 
ever appeared in the world, one of the students said, 
that there was no pnneess he could so much have 
wwhed to behold as the famous Helen of Greece, 
whose beauty caused the stately towers of Ilium to 
be levelled with the dust Doctor Faustus spoke, 
and said: “It is certam she must have been very 
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Ijcautiful to have been tom from the arms of one 
monareh, to excite tlic envy and aniniosity of so 
many others; and as you all seem to express a wish 
to know what kind of a beauty she really was, I will, 
if you please, summon her to appear before us in 
the same lovely form, as when she stood by the side 
of King Priam on the walls of Troy. For you are 
aw’arc that I have already gratified the Emperor 
Charles in a similar manner, by exhibiting Alexander 
the Great and his Queen, not long ago.” The 
Doctor then commanded the whole company to 
keep silence, and sit quite still, without attempting 
to approach her when she should appear ; and he 
then left the room. On again entering he was 
followed by the lovely queen, whose surpassing 
charms seemed quite to dazzle the eyes of the young 
collegians, who stood lost in wonder. She was 
arrayed in a red purple habit; her bright auburn 
tresses flowed loose over her shoulders, his eyes were 
of a sparkling black, and her whole features irre- 
sistibly attractive. Her brow was exquisitely white 
and round, her full moist lips redder than the summer 
cherries, her neck white and elegant as the swan’s, 
her complexion was of a warm sunny brown, and 
her whole expression of an enchanting kind. In 
person she Avas tall and graceful, yet Avithal finely 
rounded and somewhat full ; in short she Avas beauty 
Avithout a blemish;, beauty that might Avell rouse a 
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t^orld of princely heroes to arms She approached 
as far as the middle of the room, where she stopped 
and g;racefDlly saluted the noble students, whereupon 
they would willingly have arisen to express their 
profound admiration and respect But suddenly 
recollecting themselves, and beholding hei only as 
a beautiful spirit, their curiosity ceased, which the 
Doctor peiceiving, beckoned to the fair queen, and 
she followed him out of the chamber 

When he returned, the whole party eagerly crowded 
round him, entreating that he would permit an artist 
to be sent for, and once more recall the beautiful 
Helena in order to obtain her portrait But this 
Doctor Faustus refused to do, and said that he 
did not like to disturb her spirit m that way , but 
that he would procure them a likeness, which they 
might give to some sculptor to take models for them 
This he did, and several of them were sent to different 
places, which were very rarely executed by the artists. 
But how Doctor Faustus himself first came to obtain 
such portrait of her, no one of his acquaintance e\er 
knew 

Late at night uhen these noble young students 
wenttorest,theyuere repeatedly haunted until mom 
ing with the same bnglit \ision of the lovely Helena 
And m this manner the devil often deceiv es the hearts 
of men , thus scekmg to excite their evil passions by 
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dreams and tokens, followed by wicked and most vil- 
lainous undertakings, which at length bring their souls 
into the snares of the Evil One. 


HOW BOCTOn FAOSTUS PUHISHtD THE SUELINESS OF A BOOH, 
WHOSE WAGGOV WHEELS HE SENT BACKWABDS THnODGH 
TUt Ain. 

Doctor Faustus came to Brunswick, Avhither he 
had been invited to the house of a marshal ; and 
this time he went on foot. As he was yet a good 
distance from the city, he met a peasant with an 
empty waggon to whom he said : “ Boor ! may I 
ride with you?” and this he enquired in a very 
friendly tone. “ No, you may not,” replied the boor, 
“ I have burdens enough to bring from the city ; my 
horses will think them heavy enough without you.” 
Now the Doctor did not want to ride, but only to- 
try the humour of the fellow, to see what he thought 
of him. So being determined to reward his un- 
courteous conduct. Doctor Faustus said : “ You base 
clodhopper, you ass, since you have chosen to shew 
this want of manners, and as I have reason to 
think that you behave as badly to other people, and 
would give nobody a ride, I will now visit your rude- 
ness upon your own pate. As you would not let 
your wheels carry me, you shall carry thejn, as far as 
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from the city gates of Brunswick * Saymg which, 
the waggoner thought he saw his wheels flying 
through the air back again, while at the same time 
his horses fell upon the ground, and the unlucLj 
peasant began to bemoan himself bitterly Faustus 
gave him to understand that it had all happened 
through his own rudeness and penerseness, upon 
which the repentant boor fell upon his knees, and with 
uplifted hands, besought the Doctor to pardon his 
wickedness, declaring at the same time that he had 
well merited, liia fate, but that he would never treat 
any gentleman so disrespectfully ogam Doctor 
Faustus at last taking compassion upon him, said 
« There is no greater fault m you drivers and 
waggoners than want of courtesy towards us foot 
passengers, and you shall believe this better an 
other tune For the present you must take some 
of this sand, throw it upon your horses, and they 
Will get up" Tim they did, and added the 
Doctor, “ As joui fault must not go wholly un- 
punished, please to go as far as the four city gales 
of Brunswick, where you will find your waggon 
wheels, and when you return, you shall have the 
pleasure of driving me as far os 1 please ” With a 
a good deal of pains the unlucky booi accomplished 
his task, and after parting from the Doctor, he took 
special care for the future, never to behave so un- 
civilly as he had done on this occasion 
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iiOlJiH'. ; u »i t f.i ji r>' .i re.* f* r ‘'f * if '''f t!J t )t> 

M t I s r » s 

'J’jiKur, Avcre HOrnc nts frum iruin Va- 

laiul, and Kn'^tlanti, wim Ii.kI iH-roim- afijiiaiiit. d with 
Doctor Faustu.'i at NVittcnhorvr. and v.ho nov.- bc- 
soiig:ht him to travel uitli them a.*; far a‘' the I’air of 
J^cijtsic, where they were t;oin<z to look about them, 
to make purchases, and to receive eerfaiti monies at 
the same. So he consente<l to make one of their so- 
ciety. Upon their arrival, they prncecdetl to the uni- 
versity and other phu’cs in the city ; after which as 
they were wanderinir about the streets, they came to 
a wine vault, where tin y saw a number of persons 
trying to heave a large vat out of the cellars, which 
they could not do. Doctor I’austns seeing this be- 
gan to laugh hcartilv and said : “ How come vou 
to stand gaping at one another there — such a number 
as you are? I know a man who could do it all him- 
self, if I were to send for him.” 'riic workmen, hearing 
this, began to wax wroth, and retorted njjon him as 
such persons generally do ; not aware at the same 
time to whom they s[)oke. But the chapman himself 
here stepping forward, said to the Doctor and his 
workmen: “ Come, as this is the cause of your dis- 
pute, it may easily he decided. Let the first man 
who can hoist the cask out of the cellar himself, carry 
it away with him for his pains ; it shall be his.” Doc- 
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tor Faustus readily accepted the offer, and setting 
himself astride upon the wine vat, as if it had been 
his horse, he forthwith mounted out of the cellar, to 
the great astonishment nf the beholders^ But the 
chapman was most alarmed, when he thought on tlie 
terms which he had proposed, as he conceded the 
thing to be quite impossible The Doctor had taken 
him at his word, and he must keep it, for the great 
conjuror marched airay with his pnze, the best part 
of which he piesented to his friends, who had many a 
merry bout, and drank the Doctor' s healtli at several 
parties, where the wine circled quickly round 


uotv oocroA fAiSTtrs iccTont® vpov jiovcr at inputTn, 

ANo sutiMOvtb TCt bUAbceor tut oricias uehoes rn 

APPEAR OErOBt APDlENCE 

Doctor Faxjstus dwelt during several years at 
Erfurth, where he lectured at the High School, and 
met with many adventures , as there are now living, at 
the time these pages are inditing, a number of persons 
who can testify, who often eat and drank at his 
table, and witnessed many wonderful proofs of his 
power There too he held classes to whom he e>r- 
pounded the woik of the pnncely Greek poet ’Homer, 
which describes among other matters of the ten years’ 
eiege of Troy, (caused by the beautiful Helena) the 
history of the princes and heroes of Greece and Troy , 
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such as Menelaus, Achilles, Hector, Priam, Alexan- 
der, Ulysses, Ajax,' Agamemnon, and other celebrated 
chieftains. 

Now all the collegians and other persons to 
whom he thus described the persons and actions of 
the heroes were so greatly delighted, that they longed 
also to behold them, and at last beseeched their pre- 
ceptor, if it were possible, that he would grant them 
such a proof of his friendship and good will. Doctor 
Faustus hearing this, gave them to understand, that 
at his next lecture he would have no objection to 
summon all such among these deceased heroes, as 
they more particularly desired to behold. This no- 
tice procured him a very large audience, particularly 
of the young students and other people of the city, 
who have a greater curiosity to witness this species of 
sorcery, than to see and to learn any thing that is 
good. At the appointed hour, when the Doctor ap- 
peared and commenced his lecture, he saw a much 
larger audience than usual, or than he could indeed 
have expected, which led him to observe in the mid- 
dle of his lecture : “ My dear students, as I perceive 
that you are all intent upon beholding these famous 
warriors of whom our poet thus speaks in his history, 
and desirous to learn how they lived and fared ; you 
have only to look towards the door, and your wishes 
"will speedily be gratified.” After he had said this, 
in a few moments, in marched a throng of ancient 
heroes in all their panoply of war, advancing towards 
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the lecturer irx regular order, but casting con- 
tennptuous glances on all sides of them, as if indigaaul 
at what they sa^\ They ixere followed by the great 
one e;jed giant Polyphemus, with a loug flaming 
beard, and with a piece of a man m his mouth, a 
sight which made the students’ hair stand on end, and 
such nas their alarm, that they were lery nearly 
leaping off their scats and tunning away. At this 
sight the Doctor burst into a loud laugh, and called 
over all their names one after another And, after 
having summoned them to appear m tcvicv. before 
him, m this manner, he commanded them to take 
themselves off m the same order, which they were 
all compelled to do, except the fierce giant Polyphe- 
mus, with hi3 huge eye flaming out of the centre of 
his head, who still kept hw place He declared that 
he must eat two or three little men before lie went, 
which threw all the students who sat near him, into 
an agony of fright, especmlly when they saw him 
shake his huge infernal beard, as thick as a weaver’s 
beam, upon the ground, a Bight which shook the 
whole assembly like an electric shock But Doctor 
Faustus fixing his eye steadily upon him, beckoned 
with his finger, and the terrible giant with many threats 
followed him out of the room On his return, the 
Doctor concluded his lecture in a manner highly gn- 
tifyiiig to the whole audience, who were likewise not 
a little rejoiced at havmg escaped with the mere 
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fright and anxiety of being eaten up alive, by the 
most dreadful giant vhom liistory ever commemo- 
rated. 


DOCTOR vAusTra ■wisiics TO nniNo Tiir. dost comedies or 

TERENCE AND OF I'l.ATO ONCE MORE TO EIGHT. 

Soon after, being farther promoted to one of the 
professorships in the same university, it became a 
question among the philosophers, how far it would 
be useful to make a version of the comedies of 
Terence, from the Latin tongue, and to print the 
same in aid of the belles lettres, already established 
for the benefit of youth. For certain it is, these 
comedies shew us a picture of all conditions of man, 
and also of all good and evil characters, whose 
qualities are so particularly described that we seem 
to see into each of their hearts. In like manner 
their thoughts and sentiments are made as clear to 
us, as if the poet had read them ; and what is more 
we find in what manner the human mind is mould- 
ed, and how it acts with respect to other minds 
and circumstances, all which may be gathered from 
patient reading. There is no less an account of 
their lives and actions, as we see the same in men to 
this day, though it was written several hundred 
\mars before the birth of Christ. 



HOCtOU YAV5'S\3S. 


375 


How much then is it to be lamented that these 
excellent comedies to the number of one hundred 
and eight, were so unluckily wrecked nt sea ; a loss 
at which Terentms so greatly bemoaned himself, 
that according to Ausonius he took to his couch 
nnd died. A similar mischance is also related of 
Plato, nhose witings were not less than those of 
Terence; and were considered os good standard 
books for schools. Because there were at least forty- 
one comedies, all of which perished either by water 
or fire. 

Now Doctor Fanslus hearing so much of these 
conversations, and how greatly these mighty poet*i 
were regretted, while at the same time he knew more 
upon every subject mentioned by them, than they 
themselves ever did, began to make extracts from 
the lost comedies, which attracting the ntiention of 
the philosophers, they enquired with great surprize : 

How is it possible that joucome to know what was 
-contained in those rare comedies’" To this he 
answered; “That they were neither drowned nor 
burnt;" and added, I am now prepared to restore 
all those poetical productions which have long been 
supposed lost, in all their pristine excellence to the 
light.” This important proposal from the learned 
Doctor Faustus, was submitted to the head pro- 
fessors and rectors of the college, who caused the 
following letter to be sent in answer to it. 


376 


DOCTOR FAUSTUS. 


“ Sir Doctor Faustus, 

“ The proposal forwarded by you to us Pro- 
fessors, is received, but according to our college for- 
mularies we cannot make use of the same. But as 
soon as you can furnish ns with the copy ■written in 
your own hand, we shall then first examine it ; and if 
we find that such poetical writings contain nothing 
detrimental to our Holy Religion, we shall gladly 
send them to press, and we ourselves inspect the 
proofs, making the necessary corrections with our 
o'wn hands.” 

Doctor Faustus, however, on receiving this an- 
swer, no longer thought of prosecuting his design, 
being quite conscious that the poetical works which 
he might substitute, would be no less injurious to 
the moral discipline of the students, than to our 
holy religion itself. Insomuch that in this instance. 
Doctor Faustus did not succeed in attaining the 
wicked object which he had plainly in view. The 
MSS. which on this occasion he had submitted to 
the learned professors, were copied at his instigation 
by certain notaries- and proctors, whose clerks knew 
how to %vrite the Latin tongue ; and these the Doc- 
tor would have contrived to disseminate through the 
schools. 
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ANOTHER ANECDOTE, 8MEW1NOBOT* T NySTRS. TSttD. 

TAIVEO THE OHE8T8 AT A CERTAIN HOTEL 

At the City of Prague, is a publican’s house knowil 
"by the sign of the Anchor, iThere the Doctor one day 
called as he was upon a tour Seating himself 
among the travellers, m a short time, he thus ac- 
costed them • “ Gentlemen, would you like to par- 
take of all kinds of foreign wmes in the vrovld^’ 
The whole party with one occord, cried out, “ yes, 
yes ’ * “ Then will you first like to tafte the French, 
Spanish, Rhenish, Malaga, or any other kind con- 
tinued he, “ whichever you most approve ’ 

Upon this one of the guests exclaimed “ Doc- 
tor Fauslus I * whaterex wine you please to furnish, 
Doctor, we shall find some means of disposing of" 
Whereupon he begged them to provide him with, 
plenty of bottles and glasses, and he would supply 
the rest This being done, be bored several holes 
through the table, and placing a funnel m each, he 
held the bottles under it, and decanted as much wine 
■vs they would contain As he laid them down one 
after another, the delighted guests began to laugh 
hearlilj, and heartily did they regale themselves 
While thus engaged, the host’s son entered the 
room, and said to the Doctor “Mr Doctor t your 
hor«e IS run rampant, and i» eating yonder as if he 
were stark mad* I had rather feed twenty other 
hordes than one such as he., for he has eaten almost 
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a manger full of corn, and he is still neighing and 
rvincing for more." Doctor T’austus .seeing the fel- 
low’s fright, burst into a loud hor.'JC hmgh, in which 
all his companions joined. “ But you ordered me,” 
exclaimed the man, “ to give him as much a.s he 
would have, so I shall e’en go on feeding him though 
lie cost you all the oats I have in my house.” Where- 
upon the Doctor, ceasing to laugh, replied : “ Nay, do 
not so, for I am sure he must have eaten enough ; you 
may go on feeding him till to-morrow before he will have 
done ; for my demon Mephostophilcs is a greedy beast.” 
After a good deal of bantering of the same kind, in 
which the evening passed away, and it was now nearly 
midnight, the Doctor’s horse was heard to neigh so 
shaiply, that it was heard through the whole house. 
Then Doctor Faustus said : “ Now I must be going, 
and so, my merry gentlemen, I wish you all a very 
good morning, I believe.” But seeing him in so 
good a humour, the guests surrounded him, insisting 
that he would, stay a- short while longer, and keeping 
fast hold upon him, he consented to beguile another 
hour with them. When this, however, expired, his 
steed began to neigh more shrilly tlian before; yet 
still his master sung and drank away another hour at 
the company’s request; after which hearing a still 
louder neighing for the third time, he would tariy no 
longer. So the whole party accompanied him to the 
door; whither Mephostophilcs was led I'ound from 
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the stable by the host’s son, and leaping upon his 
back Doctor Faustus rode at speed away 

When he had gamed a short distance his steed 
rose with him into the air, at so brisk a pace that he 
was very speedily out of sight Before break of day 
he had 'imved at the city of Erfurth, where he trans- 
acted what business he had m hand, and brought the 
most recent tidings from the Imperial court 


now O0CT03 rAV«Ti/j 0PEk» A rveue inv ov ma own 
AcrovsT 

Being now on his return from Prague, and from the 
Austrian court to\vards his native phee, and having 
likewise received a number of rich presents from dif- 
ferent lords and princes m the Imperial service, the 
Doctor began to regret the meny company which he 
had enjoyed at Prague, and which he now wished to 
meet with once more To this end he engaged a 
house, and soon invited them to come and take up 
their quarters with him for a while They came very 
willingly, not onlj for the purpose of revelling, but in 
order to see, if possible, some more amusing sights, 
as it turned out they did For as they entered 
one after another into the place, they could see 
neither fire, nor smoke, nor signs of eating and drink- 
ing Stm they made no remarks, but were very 
merry, thinking to themselves, that the Doctor knew 
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better than they could leach him, how it behoved 
him to treat his guests. 

So when they had all arrived, he entreated them 
not to take it in ill part, but to scat themselves, v.hich 
they did. lie then knocked upon the tabic with his 
knife, and a person made his appearance, as if he had 
been his servant, and inejuired : “ I\Iastcr, what arc 
your commands.’' Dr. Faustus replied ; “ Can you 
be handy and quick?” “ That can 1,” said the other, 
“ quick as an arrow out of the bow.” “ No, no,” re- 
torted the Doctor ; “ get thee back to thy old post, 
thou wilt not suit my turn 1” and the servant went. 

Again he struck the board with his knife, and 
another made his appearance, with the same inquiry 
in his mouth. To him Dr. Faustus said: “Tell me 
now, how swift art thou a foot?” He made answer, 
“ Swift as the wind.” “ That,” replied his master, 
“ is ^a pretty sharp pace ; nevertheless it will not do 
for me ; so away with thee back again !” The third 
time Dr. Faustus hit the table with his knife; and forth- 
witb a third messenger put his head into the room, 
but with an ill surly look. He said : “ What want 
you with me ?” The Doctor answered : “ How quick 
may you be ?” “ Quick as thought,” returned the 

other. “ Then thou art the right man for me,” ex- 
claimed Dr. Faustus, and he rose and left the room 
along with him. He next despatched him with orders 
to bring the best wine and dainties in the. world, and 
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to return quick as thought, in order that he might 
feast his excellent guests 

The table being spread, the Doctoi asked his 
friends if they pleased to wash, and then seat them- 
selves round This they did, and instantly the lacquey 
re appeared with two assistants, who placed nine 
dishes, three and three upon the board, all of which 
had covers, as \vas the custom at court Under them 
were found all kinds of delicate meats, and game, 
wth fish, stuffed meats, puffs, pastry, &c mixed 
with a variety of boiled and roasted m every form, 
and most delicately drest There were seven and 
thirty different dishes, besides those brought for the 
dessert The plate, and cups and spoons, were in 
abundance , and whenever the guests were about to 
fill their glasses, their host inquired what kind of wine 
or malt liquor they would like Ihe same was in- 
stantly brought to the dining room window, as fresh 
as if it had just been drawn fiom the cellar In order 
to heighten the pleasures of the feast, a variety of 
new tncks were played Off, in which one of his attend- 
ants shewed wonderful dextenty, so that it was quite 
impossible for any earthly conjuror to cope with him 
For he could himself carry on a conversation, like a 
whole party, and perfoim a grand concert of vocal 
a.nd lastrumental musw, such, as the flute, the heip, 
and the viol, while no performer was to be seen be- 
sides himself In a worf, there ivas nothing wanting 
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that could serve to enliven the scene. And so amus- 
ing did it appear to the Doctor’s guests, that they 
kept up the spirit of the feast until it was clear day- 
light, when each retired to his own dwelling. 


now A cr.nTAiN monk m-isiii;d tim; tioctoii to jiake con- 

rr.bSION, AND TUY TO OBTAIN ABSOl-fTlON. 

TiiEsr wonderful adventures, and mad tricks made 
the Doctor famous not only throughout Erfurth, but 
through the w'hole land. On this account many no- 
blemen, and other distinguished personages in the 
neighbourhood began to court Ids acquaintance in 
tlic hope of seeing or hearing something entertaining 
which they might afterwards relate by way of novelty 
to their friends. For the same reason, .the assem- 
blage of the people became so great, that some were 
anxious lest the young students might give themselves 
up to this dangerous kind of necromancy, as they are 
too apt to be led away by such seductive practices, 
supposing them to be more amusing than dangerous, 
and not aware how nearly they are connected with 
their final salvation. Yet .about the same time, 
there were not wanting a few sensible men, who see- 
ing the danger, applied for advice to a certain Doctor 
Eluige, belonging to the order of Nuinefreres, being 
a man of singular skill, and Avell acquainted both Avith 
Doctor Luther and Doctor Lange, Avho Avere likewise 
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as well known to Dr. Faustm They declared that 
It was their unanimous desire that he would earnestly 
exhort the latter to think of abandoning, while there 
was yet time, that wilful levity, and diabolical prac- 
tice in the black art, which might produce such direful 
consequences ; and even to use severe threats if they 
could perceive that tlicrc was any well-founded hope 
of snatching him out of the devil’s clutches, like a 
bi-and from the burning; if indeed the old tempter 
had not already proved too strong for him. 

So this good monk undertook the task ; and at 
first he spoke verj civil and friendly to the Doctor. 
By degrees he changed his tone, and spoke out right 
hard and strong. He drew a fearful picture of the 
wrath of God, and the eternal damnation which hung 
over him; for so fat he seemed, he said, to have ap- 
prenticed himself to tlie dewl, and to have hardened 
himself in bis infernal purposes. He farther said, 
that he knew he was a very learned man, who 
might have stood on a much better footing, both with 
regard to worldly honors and celestial grace; and 
that he ought still to abandon his wilful levity, through 
which he had been seduced m his youth by the devil 
—a liar and murderer from the first ; and then fall 
down and confess his sms before the throne of heaven, 
praying incessantly for tlie blessing of divine grace, 
the doors of which stood ever open, ready to receive 
repentant sinners into rest 
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Dr. Faustus listened most attentively to every 
thing that the monk said ; nntil he hud made a fidl 
end of his discourse. Then he made answer : “ I\Iy 
very good sir! I can well believe, that you have my 
good at heart, and I also well know all that you have 
here stated to me. But I have implieated myself too 
deeply ; I have made a conveyance to the devil, 
which has been ratified with my blood ; that I shall 
be his property, soul and body in perpetuity ; and how 
can I then absolve myself from the penalty of my 
oath ?” The monk answered him : “ So be that you 
pray and cry unto the Lord for grace ; shew true re- 
morse and make expiation — confess all your sins 
before him, in order to gain absolution — and ever 
afterwards refrain from all species of sorcery', and di- 
abolical communications — you may rely on your future 
safety. Take heed to oppress and injure no one, and 
we will then assist you by oficring up constant masses 
for you in our monasteries, insomuch that you shall 
soon be brought from under the dominion of the 
devil.” “ Not so,” replied Dr. Faustus ; “ once lost 
and always lost ! I say, sir, my engagements lay too 
strong a hold upon me. I have wilfully despised the 
mercy of the Deity, I became aiTogant and atheisti- 
cal, and relied more upon the devil than upon my 
Maker. MTierefore it is impossible for me to return 
to him, or that I can ever recover the grace which I 
held in contempt. 
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“ Besides it would not be just nor liononvUe to ba\ c 
It «aid that I had forfeited my word and oath, cicn 
to tlie deiil, especially where it had been ratified witli 
my own blood, and while he has performed Ins part 
of the bond to me. I shall therefore p\e the devil 
his due, and bchaicas handsomelj lowartU him as I 
can ” When the good monL lieartl these wonN, he 
grew sery indignant, and spoke: “ Rush on ihj omi 
perdition, thou curbed child of the dcul, since you 
■will not cien consent to let us altcmpl your saliation 
by force of fast and prijer.” AAcr tins, the monk 
wailed upon tlic rector of the wnucrsity, and upon 
the magistrate, to whom lie commimicatcrl the whole 
of the Doctor's proceedings, and Doctor Foustus, in 
consequence thereof, ivas banished from the cilj of 
rrfurth. 


coHcinwiKo rouB covjwrok», wno the apt or itt 
ntlDIXO EiCU OTflCR, ItESVMIKO THEIR IIEilOli WlilCII 

SOCTOR TAVSTlt X.ISEWUE IIARXT HOW TO mACTISE AT 
THEIR OTTN ZIPEXce 

He next proceeded to the city of Frankfort upon the 
Maine, where his demon Mcphostophilcs informed him 
that at a certain hotel, near Jeiv's street, there were 
four conjurors, who brought largo crowds of people to 
see them hew oflT each olhet^s heads, and adjust tlicm 
again as easily as upon a barber's block. Doctor 
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Faustiis was very indignant at hearing this, conceiv- 
ing himself to be the greatest magician of tlie age. So 
he liastened to the spot, in order to see them exhibit; 
and there they stood prepared to decapitate one 
another, wliile one acted as the barber to pnt tlicm 
into joint again. Beside them was ])laccd a vessel 
containing a liquor which they called the stamen of 
life, and into which the chief conjurer who performed 
the operation, threw a plant called the lily, which 
directly began to blow. Upon this, he seized hold of 
the second conjuror, and smote off his head, which he 
handed to the surgeon barber, who dipping it in the 
liquor, promptly adjusted it to the bust ; when the 
• lily suddenly disappeared. 

In the same manner he operated upon the next, 
and upon the third, both heads being smitten off and 
again glued on in a veiy few minutes. At length it 
came to the turn of the head conjuror himself, who 
underwent the same operation, at which sight the 
Doctor, being jealous of his great skill, and the con- 
temptuous aiTogance which he displayed, just as the 
barber was in the act of fitting on the head, ran to 
the table where the vessel stood, and struck off the 
head of the lily, before any one was aware of what he 
was about. He then broke the knife to shivers ; a 
Bight which threw the rest of the sorcerers into the 
utmost consternation, and they had in vain recourse 
to their usual arts for the purpose of rejoining the 



DOCTOR FAUSTUS. 


387 


head of their great leader. Doctor Faustus thus cut 
him off m the midst of his sins, maliciously con- 
signing him to the infernal regions, in order that ho 
might experience the same fate as he himself 
doomed to— -a reward such ns the de>il bestows upon 
his disciples. 

Yet hi 3 brother conjurors were at a loss to ac- 
count for the disappearance of the hlj, the Doctor 
not being iisiblc at the timcj so that they still con- 
tinued fumbling 111111 the old sorcerers head, which 
■would sticV on in no position. 


row cocTon fAUsros nntcT» Tiif *eyic» or 4<« oto 
WHO Botctir TO rcetAitf ittu fkimi in* luriois avd 
BSAVDOSED Lire , aNO how lit WA» TniATCD nr UEMICl* 
TOPIllLta. 

There was a very pious neighbour of Doctor Faus- 
tns, an old man, -who being eonceined \o see the 
strange bad company which was always going m and 
out, one day asked the Doctor to take a humble 
meal with him. 

After this, he made him a long and earnest dis- 
course out ofScnpturc; for which he thanked the 
old man, and took his leave, declaring that he had 
been much edified, and would try as far as possible 
to profit by it, as he began to grow more serious the 
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aicarcr his earthly tenn approached its expiration. 
Upon reaching his o\\'n house, he reflected deeply on 
the advice he had just heard, fully sensible how fear- 
fully he had implicated both soul and body in the 
snares which had been laid for him, and wholly given 
himself up to the powers of darkness. Still he re- 
solved to follow the old man’s good advice, when just 
as he was thinking of prayer his evil demon appeared, 
and grasping him by the neck as if he would have 
strangled him, he inquired who had compelled him 
to sign himself over, or who had drawn the bond and 
delivered it, but himself? “ Did you not swear,” con- 
tinued the demon, “ to become alike the enemy of God 
and man ; did you not sign the bond with your blood ; 
and yet are you not now thinking of following the 
councils of that doting old man, and to become a 
good Christian ; when it is to too late ? Know you 
not that you arc mine, that I may fetch you when- 
soever I will, and I am now come hither to make an 
end of you, unless forthwith you repeat your oath 
anew, and sign your name with your own blood. Un- 
less you moreover swear, that you will never permit 
any monk or other Christian to aid and abet you in 
rebellion against your liege master ; — swear this, or 
the next moment, you shall be torn into a thousand 
pieces.” Doctor Faustus being greatly terrified, witli- 
out more demurring renewed all his promises, and 
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gave a fresh bond signed with his blood , documents 
which were discovered among the Doctor’s other pa- 
pers m his house after his death 

After the delivery of these fresh deed*, he became 
the good old man’s mortal cnem) , and persecuted him 
m e^ery waj he could But his Chn«lianliLe deport- 
ment and frequent prajer, along with his holj life, 
defied the power of the E\il One to injure him On 
the evening however, of the second day, as he was 
relmng to rest, the old man heard strange nowes m 
his house, which seemed to follow him into hii cham 
her, and continued a long while And this was Mc- 
phostophiles, who wanted to frighten him to death 
At length the old man, not a whit afraid, began to 
scoff at the wicked demon, and said “ Oh, what 
stupid music IS that you make there, for 1 think it is 
like that of a proud Angel, who has been driven out of 
Paradise ” And with «uch kind of reproaches, he 
succeeded in driving the demon out of his abode 
On his return, when the Doctor inquired how he had 
fared with the good old man , the disappointed de- 
mon was compelled to answer that he could not suc- 
ceed with him, nor inflict even the least wound, be- 
cause he found him armed (he meant with piaycr), 
“ for which reason he only ridiculed me, which enraged 
me exceedingly, m particular as he reproached me 
with my fall ” And m the same manner, the I ord 
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will take care to protect all chaste and holy sort of 
men, who watch and pray, and always ])ut their trust 
in Him. 


coNcr.nNiNo ^ Noiii.i; i.oiii» jind i,\i>y wtto iiv jirANS or 

DOCTOll J AUS1 US WEdi: IIAI'UIEY UNITia) IN THE IiCiNDS OF 

IVr.DLOCK, DUHISC TIM; SrVI.NTI.KNT!! YIAIl 01' 111.^ INTr.a- 

KAl* nONO. 

At the city of "Witlemburg there resided a certain 
young student, of a noble and ancient family the 
initials of whose name were N. N. Now this young 
nobleman was deeply in love with a beautiful lady 
also of high birth, who happened to have a groat 
number of other lovers. Among these were many 
lords of the land, but to none of them would that 
cruel lady grant any return of love. And to none 
did she shew herself so extremely averse, as to this 
same young lord, who was well acquainted wiUi 
Doctor Faustus, having frequently eaten and drunk 
at his table. Sucli indeed, was the slrenglli of hislove, 
and so great was his disappointment, that he suddenly 
grew very ill, and pined himself away almost to no- 
thing. When Doctor Faustus perceived that this 
noble young gentleman w'as so sadly sickened as to 
be unable to help himself, he one day asked his de- 
mon Mephostophiles, what it "was that coidd cause 
it, and what he could be pining about ? The demon 
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then related to him the •whole affair, npon -which the 
Doctor went to visit the poor young gentleman, and 
acquainted him ivith the source of all his suffering, at 
which the unhappy lover shewed great surprise But 
Doctor Faustus consoled him, and said that he must 
not take it so much to heart, for that he would prove 
his friend in the matter. Moreover if he would trust 
m him, that proud lady should fall to the share of no 
one but him, and accept his hand with her own good 
will And according as the Doctor promised, so it 
happened For by force of enchantment, he softened 
her heart, and made her fall so desperately m love 
with this young nobleman, that she wished him never 
to be out of her sight, and would pay no attention 
to any body else Doctor Faustus mfoimed the young 
gentleman that he ought to decorate himself m the 
best stile, and go to an assembly where the lady 
would be present, with other young women, all eager 
to dance, and that he would accompany him At the 
s4me time, he gave him a nog, which he told him he 
must slip upon her finger as he was dancing with her ; 
upon feeling the touch of which, she would be sure 
to love and be constant him, and no one else But 
tliat he would have no need to make any proposal or 
talk of marriage, as she would be sure to introduce 
the subject herself. Before they set off to the ball, 
he spnnkled a feiv magical drops upon, the young 
man’s features which improved them, and his whole 
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appearance very surprisingly. On their arrival he 
contrived it exactly as the Doctor had directed him, 
and upon touching the ring as she was dancing with 
her, the young lady suddenly felt her heart transfixed 
with Cupid’s bolts, and she could not obtain a wink 
of sleep during the whole of that night. Early in 
the morning she sent a message for him, and de- 
clared the everlasting love and attachment which she 
felt for him, at the same time offering her hand, if he 
would be her husband. He upon this revealed the 
passionate affection he had so long felt for her, and 
taking her at her word, the marriage was shortly 
afteiavards solemnized to the infinite contentment of 
• both parties. The young nobleman shewed great 
respect to the Doctor ever afterwards, and bestowed 
many presents upon him in consequence. 


HOW DOCTOn TAUSTUS EXHIBITED A VAIIIETY OF HETIBS AND 
FRUITS, ABOUT CHRISTMAS, IN IIIS GARDEN, DURING THE 
NINETEENTH YEAR OF HIS BOND OR COMRACT. 

During Christmas time there assembled at the city 
of Wittemburg, a number of young women ; some of 
whom were of distinguished families, and whose sons, 
brothers, or nephews were students at the University. 

These last being acquainted with Doctor Faustus, 
in order to enliven the visit of their relatives, ibesought 
him one and all, to give them his company, which 
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he did In return he invited several of these young 
noblemen and their female relatives to feast with him 
at his house, and they accepted his invitation As 
they approached his house they were surprised to see 
that though there was then a heavy snow, the Doc- 
tor’s court and garden bore not the least traces of the 
wintry season, but were quite green and blooming, as 
if in the midst of summer On all sides appeared 
the finest herbs and fruits, and the fresh grass was 
interspersed with a variety of flowers m full blow 
There was also a beautiful vineyard, abounding with 
piasters of fine ripe gnpes, figs, raspberries, and 
abundance of red Provence roses They were as 
sweet to the smell as to the eye, and looled so fresh 
and spaihlmg with the dew, as to raise an exclama- 
tion of wonder and delight They looked indeed, too 
tempting to be long resisted, but whenever the guests 
ventured to pluck any, that moment instead of find- 
ing a grape or a rose between their fingers, they 
found that they cTught hold of their neighbour s nose 
This always raised a great laugh at their expence, so 
that it was long before they could resolve to lea\ e the 
Doctor’s house, such was the entertainment of va- 
rious kinds which they there met with 
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now DOCTOn rAtrsTUS jNcnrAsrn rnn NtJMnr.n or iiis 

INTRIGUES, DURING THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF HIS TERM. 

When Doctor Faiislus now began to rcficct that lie 
had already reached the twentieth year of his en- 
gagement, and that it was fast approaching its termi- 
nation, he sat thinking, day by day, how he could 
best turn the short time which he had left to the most 
pleasant account. With this view, besides his very 
luxurious mode of living, he summoned seven in- 
fernal princesses to attend upon his board and couch; 
each of whom he imagined looked more beautiful 
than the others; and he could hardly express his 
astonishment on beholding them. He likewise tra- 
versed a variety of countries with his familiar demon, 
in order to collect specimens of the most lovely 
women upon earth, among the choicest of whom was 
one Englishwoman, one Hungarian, two Swabian, 
one French, and two from Italy ; whom he valued 
much more highly than the Sultan’s whole collection 
which he had seen, or than that of any other 'great 
amateur of the age. 


HOW DOCTOR FAUSTUS IS PR F.SENTF.D WITH A RARE TRF.ASURE 
IN THE TWENTY-FIRST Y'EAR OF HIS TERM. 

In order that thei devil might omit no earthly means 
of holding Doctor Faustus fast to his word, his 
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demon Mephostophilea discovered to him a vault m 
an old ruined chapel about half a mile from Wit- 
temburg, m which there lay concealed a great trea- 
sure Upon delnng a little below the surface, Faustus 
met Tvith an innumerable heap of gold and silver 
corns, besides a quantity of diamonds and other pre- 
cious stones, the splendour of which shone as strongly 
upon the eye as a burnmg torch When with some 
difficulty ho collected them all together, on again 
inspecting them, he found only a vast heap of char- 
coal At this sight, he swore m the most indignant 
terms, and questioning his demon, declared that he 
was not a man to be thus deceived Mcphostophiles 
amilmg requested him only to bear them to his own 
house, where he found they resumed all their pnstinc 
value and splendour His servant Wagenar proved 
after liis mastei^s death that this treasure exceeded 
m value many dozen of guineas 


COVCER«I'<J TOt 118T TTILl. AVD TESTiUZVT OF DOCTOR 
r^VATVS WHICH liE rCATtSHIS ftSttTAHT VTiOENAR I 18 
U£1R 

During the penod of his font and twenty years 
engagement, the Doctor hired for his page a young 
student whom he met with at ^Yrttemhu^g He 
had been witness to the whole of his master’s pro- 
ceedmgs He was himself an idle varlet, who m- 
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Stead of applying to his studies, thought only of 
begging and borrowing, but one with whom no honest 
people wished to have dealings. 

' So this said Wagenar became Dr. Faust’s varlet, 
and conducted himself so much to his liking, that 
after having been some time in his seiwice he was 
inclined to adopt him for a' son. And as the time 
of the Doctor’s contract was fast drawing to a close, 
he sent for a notary and several students of his ac- 
quaintance. He then left his house, goods, &c. to 
his servant. Item, a sum of 13,000 guilders at 
once. Also an estate, value 8,000. Item, 9,000 
in ready cash. Item, a large golden chain, orna- 
mented -with a huge diamond, estimated at 3,000 
crowns.- Item, the whole of his gold and silver plate 
received in legacies from different noblemen; and 
in particular what he had brought with him from 
the Pope’s and the Sultan’s courts, estimated at the 
least at 40,000 guineas. Item, various moveable ar- 
ticles of furniture, &c. which however were not found, 
having been made away with at hotels and other 
houses, where he had been accustomed to feast the 
students. Other particulars of the contents' of this 
will, will be seen in the following chapter. 
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DOCTOR FAUSTtS SFZIKS WITU nr$ 8ER71RT WA01’?AR CO'S 
CERytNO OIS iriLl 

\bout three days afterwards Doctor Faustus called 
his ser\’ant Wagenar, to whom he promised that 
after his decease he should ha^ a demon to attend 
upon him, and that be should liLeivjse be bound to 
appear mwhateier form he might judge best Where- 
upon his faithful serrant replied , “ My good sir, 
and father, I think I should like him to appear m 
the shape of a monkey, only much larger than the 
common ape From this time forth, there daily 
appeared to him a demon exactly of this kind, who 
leaped with incredible celerity upon all bis errands, 
bfesides playing a variety of odd tricks Doctor 
Faustus said “As you know, Wagenar, that my 
demon Mephostophiles will no longer be bound to 
me, this IS his successor whom 1 shall leave with 
you, though he is not to enter your service, or per 
form any menial offices until after my death, when 
you will no longer see Mephostophiles And as 
you will have to bmd yourself to him, by regular 
conveyance, as I have done to mine, on this account 
you shall call him the Averhaan (by which name he 
was accordingly known ) I have farther to ratreat 
that you will not make known any of my secret arts, 
gifts, or sorceries, before I shall have departed this 
world Afterwards, however, you will be at liberty 
to collect, arrange, and desenbe the whole of them 
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in a regular liistor}', an undertaking in wliicli your 
demon Averhaan -will assist you, and in such par- 
ticulars as shall happen to escape your memory, he 
will take care to recal them to mind. For the world 
will assuredly rccpiirc at your hands an account of 
my actions and adventures ; so look well to it." 

His faithful Wagenar promised to do so, and to 
fulfil the least of his last instnictions; after which, 
taking him by the hand, he thanked him heartily 
for all the benefits which he had conferred upon him, 
and more especially for having so kindly provided 
for him in his last will and testament. And in short, 
he faithfully promised his excellent master to follow 
him in a little while, along with his demon Averhaan. 


now DOCTon iavstus, dhawiko witjiik onh month or iiis 

DEPAnTDIir, DECIKS TO LAMENT OVEH IIIS DIABOLICAL EN- 
GAGEMENTS, AND CAN TAKE NO BEST. 

Dn. Faust’s term was now faster and faster draw'- 
ing towards a close, for he had reached the very last 
month of the four and twenty years, on the expi- 
ration of which he Avas to deliver body and soul into 
the possession of Satan, as it has heretofore been 
stated. About this time he began to grow much 
more uneasy and suspicious, almost like a robber -or 
assassin who is fast approaching the hour of his 
execution, and hears his sentence still ringing in his 
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ears as he lies in prison. At length growing more 
anxioxis, he began to sigh and moan to himself, and 
would frequently clasp his hands in agony, insomuch 
that he seemed to he quite pining away and despair- 
ing. Jle was rarely to be seen, and no longer even 
summoned his familiar demon to appear, and could 
no longer bear his company, whereas, be had before 
considered him as Iiis trusty servant, whom he fre- 
quently called into his presence. So sorely indeed 
Vfzs he dismayed that he no longer sought to restrain 
his direful lamentations and fears, hoping that they 
might serve as a warning to other wicked and mis- 
guided men; some of which were found ^viilten 
down after his death, as follows ; “ Ach, acb, ach I 
what a desperate hard fate is mine. 0 revenge, 
.wrath, mercy, grace, what shall 1 say, what shall 1 
do"? to what a bitter destiny am I consigned I Oh 
gracious, how fast time flies 1 Yet what is the use of 
all my vain lamentations^ nothing in all the wide 
world can help me. Oh, I am an unlucky man I” 


now DOCTOR JOHAKWtS rADSTOS fARTIIER COMPLAIV5 OP 
BE1\0 COT OPP IN TME FLOWER OP HIS DAYS, AND CON' 
DEMVED TO DIE 80 VIOLENT AND DXADOEICAL A EIND OP 
DEATH. 

“On, thou unhappy Faustus,” he continued, “ thou 
most deceived and miserable man ! What a strange un- 
s 5 
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safe situation, what a sad dilemma tliou art in ! Oh 
Lord, I am going;, I am going soon, and what a sad 
death I am going to die, such as no man in the world 
ever died before. Alas for reason, my foolish reason, 
my doubts, my wilful speculations and wicked free will. 
Ah, blind and heedless dolt that I was ! I have sold life, 
body and soul, to eternal dole and uTetchedness. Ye 
Avorldly pleasures, into what a pitiable scrape have ye 
brought me 1 now the scales arc fallen from my 
eyes ! Alas for my misguided spirit ! what has all 
thy speculations and vast knowledge, both of science 
and the world brought me to at last? Oh, luckless 
•wretch ! Oh my unsteady temper, and wilful moods ! 
Oh, my disappointed hopes ! but I must not venture 
to think of that. Woe, woe, above all other woe ! 
Lamentation like no other lamentation ! alas, alas, 
and Avoe ! how in the name of all the saints, shall I 
ever get rid of this devilish anxiety ? where shall I 
hide myself? how' shall I keep out of his clutches? 
Nay, it is foolish to try to fly ; I am already taken !” 
Tn this manner the luckless Faustus went on com- 
plaining both night and day; so that it was -with 
great difficulty that he could even speak. 


HOW THE BASE DEMON BErROACHtS THE UNHArpy PAVSTDS 
WITH GIBING AND MALICIOUS WORDS. 

In the midst of this his woful plight and most tra- 
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gical lament, the demon Mcphostophilcs once more 
appeared unto hjs master, Faustus He ad\*anced 
towards him wuh a mocking air, and spohe m a roost 
contemptuous and ironical tone, ns follows “Since 
you ha\e so well studied tlic holy scriptures, as to 
know lint you ought to liaie worshipped llic I/ird 
alone, to ha^csened !jimonl5,and loicd him with 
all your heart and soul, without turning either to the 
nglithand or to the left, and wiUioulmaVmg to jour- 
sclfanj graven images; and since jou Ixisclj turned 
faitldess to the duties which he enjoined, falling away 
from him, and hardening joursclf in jour own evil 
doings, den) ing him, and convejing over jour own 
soul and body into mj cha^; jou must now there- 
fore prepare to fulfil your bond All that you can do, 
at best, IS to console yourself with ^omc such sorry 
song as the following, of which the deni do jou good 

Hast lliou remoric T be lUli, 

Now tboa lost woo iLp wiH , 

The fault is all tluoe o« s, 

So be tbj patience shewn 
Yon most your smait with gni mng bear, 

And to no man speak word of your despair. 

It IS too latsto tbinkof God, 

Who mocks you with Ins wrath and rod. 

Youi luckless lot was }our own domg, 

Yet now yon re lost, you will be niemg, 

Fray be more patient and resign’^, 

And go to bell with baj pier mind 
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“ Therefore, my dear Faiistus," continued jMc{)hosto- 
philes, “ it is not good to go feasting with great lords, 
and dabbling in the same dish with the devil. For 
you now see that they smite you upon the cheek, and 
it would have been far better if you had kept at a 
more respectable distance from them ; but your arro- 
gant evil heart carried you away, and you reap a just 
rccompence. Yes, you despised the knowledge you 
obtained from scripture, and summoning the devil to 
your assistance, you thought it all very well during 
the last twenty-four years. You were simple enough 
to take all for granted that I said, and only smiled 
when the devil winked at you, until by such cajolery, 
he came to hang a boll about your neck, as they do 
round a cat’s. 

“ The truth is, my dear Faustus, there is no tnisting 
to the devil’s promises ; moreover you Avere bad in 
grain, and you arc no better at last than you were at 
first. ■ You arc like the cat too that is fond of mice, 
and fond of mice it Avill remain. Moreover, what is 
it that your overweening pride and arrogance have not 
made you commit ? In all your travels and transac- 
tions, you made boast of the devil’s friendship, and 
rejoice to think that he will never desert you, though 
in fact be is less powerful than an abbot or even a 
monk, as the Lord is supreme over all. The labourer, 
you know, is worthy of his hire; and as you have 
sown, so you must reap ; therefore be assured that 
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you ■will meet with your reward. Lay this my counsel 
and iaslYUtdow to hoaxt, FausUit ; for it is as true as 
that you are lost, and maysing to that tune as much 
as 70U please. 

“ Yet you ought not so readily to have trusted in 
the devil, as you well knew that he was u liar, a de- 
ceiver, and a murderer from the first. You should 
have been a little more cautious in time; for a gal- 
lows repentance is but an unpleasant thing; and you 
cannot even-pray for repentance before you swing. 

“But he who will let lodgings to’thc devil, must 
make his account in having a sharper for lus guest ; 
for truly there is required more for the dance than a 
red pair of shoes. Had you kept the laws of Heaven 
before your eyes, and put your talent out to good in- 
terest, you would not have needed to dance the sort 
of minuet which you must now learn, and become 
sport for the devil. He that will deal, however, with 
him, has needs to drive a hard bargain, and is then 
even Sure to come olF'with the worst. You have 
signed away your soul with your own blood ; .without 
heed of Heaven or of yourself," 

After the demon, Mephostophiles, had long tor- 
mentedithe unhappy Doctor in-this -manner, he as 
suddenly disappeared, consigning him over to hUovm 
inexpressible wretchedness, trouble, and despair. 
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NOW Jtr.nr roLi.ows rnr; cnur.i. and rntoiiTtn* riw AVti vt- 
I’AnTuuE or DocTon rAUPTt’s, rnosi wincii r.vEiiY ciiuistjan 
WAV SEH Ills OWN nANOr.P., ANJI take TIJIIT.V WAHNISO. 

The wliole twenty-rour years assigned in the bond, 
•were now quite expired. During tlie last week of his 
term, tlie demon, Mephostophiles, again made his ap- 
pearance. In his hand he held the fatal deed of 
conveyance signed in the Doctor’s own blood, and 
holding it up, he said, that his master, the devil, 
would himself come in the course of the next day to 
fetch his debtor’s body, and that he must therefore hold 
himself in, readiness. Doctor Faustus ceased not to 
whine and moan during the whole of the ensuing 
night, whereupon his demon again came to him and 
spoke; “ Why, dear Faustus, all this complaining; 
what avails such pusillanimity ; knew you not that 
your life and sold were long since forfeited, and that 
at all events you must die once, though you had yet 
afa age to live. Besides, the Turks and Jews, and 
other unchristian kings and heathens must all die, and 
be condemned everlastingly as. well as you. Come, 
take courage, it will perhaps not be quite so bad as 
you imagine ; and the devil has promised that you 
shall still keep your life and soul to be held under 
his lease and sway.” With such comfort did his de- 
mon ■ Mephostophiles strive to cheer his master; but 
it was false as it was hollow, and .quite at variance 
with the holy scriptures. And the Doctor satv clearly 
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enough that tlic only manner left of paying off the 
account against him, was ith his own neck ; for Ind 
not his demon declared that Uic dcsil himself would 
come to fetch him, e\cn the next night 

For this reason he rcsohed to send tidings to 
those masters, students, and other lioon companions 
with whom he had kept company, nnd intreat that 
they would be pleased to join him in a pleasure party, 
as far as the \iHagc of llinihg, al)0ut half n mile 
from "Wittcmhurg, where he proposed that tlicy sliouJd 
sup together. To this imitation they replied, that 
they would rnllmgly assemble for that purpose; and 
accordingly a sumptuous feast was ordered to be 
In readiness, with abundance of dehcacics and wines. 

AVhen they met, the Doctor seemed to welcome 
his fnends m great good spints, but lus heart rvas in- 
wardly heavy and sad. He bade them, however, to 
be seated, and to enjoy themsch cs that evening along 
witli him, as well as icmam there the whole of that 
night, as he had some important business on which 
to consult them. They promised, nnd sat down to 
feast with him; on the conclusion of which, as they 
were about to take a farewell glass, and Dr. Faustus 
had settled the score, he begged the students to re- 
tire into another room wilU him, as he had something 
rather particular to communicate to them. So he 
shewed them into another chamber, and then began 
to address them as follows. 
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THE LAST APPEAL OP DOCTOtl FAUSTUS TO HIS STUDENTS. 

“My very loving and gracious young lords and 
masters ! hear the cause for which I have summoned 
you together : namely, that which during many years 
you are acquainted with, as to what kind of a man 
I have been, expert in what kind of arts and sor- 
ceries, only to be acquired under the tuition of the 
devil, to which devilish inclination and pursuits I 
have been brought by keeping bad company, and all 
sort of dissipation connected with such society, in 
which also I have acted the chief part. This, my 
dear young gentlemen, comes of walking according 
to our wicked flesh and blood, our own impious and 
abandoned will, and giving way to those speculating 
and diabolical thoughts, which at length led me to 
consign myself over to Satan, after the expiration of 
four and twenty years, both with life and soul. 

“ Now the said years are already arrived at an 
end even this very evening, so that my last sands are 
running quickly out before my eyes, when he wiU 
come to claim me upon the strength of my bond 
signed with my own blood for life and soul, which 
I have twice over conveyed to him. Wherefore, my 
dear masters, I have, thus affectionately intreated.of 
you, to coine_and be present at nay latter, end, and to 
take St. Jan’s departing glass with me, while at the 
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^me time you will please to keep secret my tlep'ir- 
tuTC licncc 1 wouW likewise require of jou, m) 
gracious joung masters, to salute on mj part mj 
other friends and acquaintance, nssunng them of my 
icrj hrolhcrl} regard for them, that Ihcj maj so too 
reganl roj memory, kindl) and not rcproachfull), 
EohciUng their forgiiencss in ever) thing where I 
may hare come short or ofiendci! them In re- 
gard to mj most wonderful adventures and per- 
formances dunng the «pace of twentv four jears, such 
will be found after m) catastrophe nccuraltU recorded 
and dc«cnbed in mj ovvn house And now let mj 
cruel approaching end, sene ns a fulhful mirror to 
}OU, m) >oung gentlemen and masters all, thal^ou 
may keep the commandments of the Jx»rd m new, 
and love and pra) to him ns becomes jou to do , to 
praj, I saj, that he will plca«c to protect jou from 
(he devil s wiles and guiles, upholding ) 0 u that none 
may fall awaj from lum, as 1, poor impious damned 
man, have so sadl) done, dcnjmg the cross, the sa- 
craments of our Saviour, and even the Supreme 
Ruler of the world hitn’^lf Be cautious also how 
you arc led astraj b) bad companj as I have been, 
hut go constantly to chvwch, and manfully resist the 
devil with a firm faith m Chnst, leading an upright 
and godl) life, to the edification of all ^our neigh- 
bours 
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“ Finally, it is my earnest prayer that you will all 
go to bed, and try to sleep as usual. Moreover you 
must not alarm yourselves, ■whatever kind of rout and 
uproar you may happen to hear, as you may rest as- 
sured that you will receive no degree of injury. Do 
not even attempt to rise ; for it can do no manner of 
good, and if you should find my dead body in the 
morning, please to inter it speedily without any cere- 
mony inasmuch as I die a base and unchristian 
death. Yes, I die like a most unchristian wretch, 
feeling only a sort of sham repentance, and not pos- 
sessing faith half sufficient to inspire me with sincere 
prayer ; besides knowing that the devil will have .my 
life, Avhich indeed I would freely resign to him, if I 
could by any means contrive to preserve my soul. I 
have only once more to intreat that you will make 
yourselves easy, and retire to rest ; therefore I wish 
you a very good night ; — but for me, alas, a very bad 
and frightful one.’' 

This explanation was made by Doctor Faustus 
with a free and resolute air, in order not to alarm or 
cast down the spirits of his friends, who however 
could not sufficiently express their surprize and con- 
sternation at his having carried matters to such a 
pitch. For they had never conceived him capable of 
such excessive fool-hardiness, as to venture life aud 
soul in pursuit of his vain sorceries and speculations. 
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On this account, having a sincere regard for him, 
they began one and all to lament o\er his hard fate, 
and they said “Alas, dear Faustus, into what a cursed 
dilemma you have brought yourself* and all by keep- 
ing the matter so longseciet* why did jou not unfold 
it to us ^ Ah, we would soon have rescued you from 
all hia infernal snares, wth the help of our learned 
dmnes and other doctors , but now it is all too late, 
you are too deeply mieigled, both life and soul ” 

Doctor Faustus made answer “ Reveal the mat- 
ter, dear friends, I dared not, though believe me, 1 
was often on the point of doing so, wishing much to 
consult you, and tp retrace my evil steps and do 
penance for my sms But I was seduced from one 
kind of sorcery to another, and whenever I made 
good resolutions to repent, that great Satan forthwith 
made his appearance, as he will again do this very ** 
night, and threatening me always said I will make 
an end of you, I will tear you piecemeal the moment 
you talk of turning to heaven for help ’ Upon hear- 
ing this, the students replied that as there was plainly 
no other help foi him, he ought forthwith to cry out 
with all his strength and heartily to the Lord, and to 
his dearly beloved son Jesus Christ, praying for the 
remission of his sms, m which good office they would 
gladlyjoin him, and cry “Alas, alas, be merciful unto 
me, poor sinner! and bnngme not unto judgment, 
for too well I know that I cannot stand before it 
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What though the devil may come and claim this my 
mortal body, it is only thou who canst defend and 
protect the immortal soul.” 

Doctor Faustus admitted the wisdom of this 
measure, and that he ought not for an instant to 
cease to pray ; but at the same time he could not go 
through with it, as it happened also to Cain who said, 
that his sins .were too great to be forgiven ; and the 
Doctor could not help exclaiming within himself, 
that he was bound by his own bonds, and had canaed 
matters too far to retreat. 

So the students were at length compelled to take 
leave of the unhappy master Faustus, which they 
did with many tears, all retiring to the same chamber 
and leaving the Doctor by himself. They retired 
to bed as they had been directed, but not one of 
them could close his eyes ; for they lay waiting fear- 
fully anxious for the catastrophe. 

This happened between twelve and one o’clock 
the same night. First, there was heard a high wind 
which blew round all quarters of the house, as if it 
would have carried it from its foundations, at which 
the students leaped out of bed in great alarm. But 
they ventured not out -of the chamber, striving to en- 
courage each other, but the terrified host himself 
actually leaped out of his own house into one next 
adjoining. The students’ chamber was next to that 
of Faustus, and they could plainly hear a grievous 
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piping, hissing and whining, just as if the house were 
full of snaVes, and other poisonous reptiles. Next 
they heard the Doctor’s room-door give way, upon 
which repeated cries of help, help 1 were uttered in 
a half drowned voice, which gre^v fainter and fainter. 
Soon, however, all was still and silent as before. 
When at length it become broad day, the students 
who had never closed their eyes during the whole of 
that fearful night, went in n body into the Doctor’s 
chamber. But there he was no longer to be seen, 
though they found different parts of it sprinkled with 
his blood, and traces of his brains were also seen 
upon the walls, as if after winging his neck round, 
the devil had dashed his head from one side of the room 
to the other. His eyes too appeared to have started 
from their sockets, and a solitary tooth was found 
lying here and there, which furnished a cruel specta- 
cle indeed. Seeing all these symbols of his fate, the 
students began to weep 'and lament him afresh, and 
nothing was heard for some time but their mingled 
moans and sighs. 

At length after a long and weary seardh, they 
found his corps^ lying -at a distance from the house. 
Sadly mutilated and disfigured, in particular about 
the face. The-foresaid Students and masters who 
had'been present at his departure, after interring his 
body in the same ‘village, s^in returned with heavy 
hearts to Wittemburg. First, they went to 'Doctor 
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Faust’s house, where they found his servant Wage- 
nar, who was greatly grieved and anxious also about 
his master’s death. There too they discovered this 
his own history drawn up and described, in the third 
person, by the Doctor’s own hand, as aheady stated, 
with the exception of the accoimt of his final depar- 
ture and end ; which was added by the said masters 
and students, though the whole work was arranged 
and remodelled by his servant Wagenar, so as to 
form a new book. On the same day, likewise, the 
figure of the enchanted Helena, whose beauty the 
Doctor had conjured up from the shades to give zest 
to his earthly pleasures, again vanished from the 
earth. And long afterwards the strange noises and 
disturbances which were heard at all hours in the 
house where he had lived, prevented any one from 
residing in it. Moreover Doctor Faustus himself ap- 
peared to his faithful Wagenar in the night, and 
then communicated a number of secret and abstruse 
matters, and he was seen out of the windows often 
reading to a late hour. 

In this manner here ends the history of the fa- 
mous Doctor Faust’s sorceries, from which each and 
every good Christian may reap instruction, and more 
specially such as may happen to be of a like bold and 
arrogant mood. From him let them take example, 
and learn to fear the , Lord their maker ; to avoid all 
manner of sorcery and conjurations, also speculating 
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too deeply in matters where the deni is always ea^r 
to tahe adrantage of the wcidoicss and short sighted- 
ness of man In hnc, to avoid having an) hand m 
his works, winch the Lord s commandment has strictly 
forbidden , never to invite or entertain him as a guest, 
and give ear to Ins faUc flattcncs, as Doctor Faustus 
unhappil) did Holding up Ins sad fate ns m a mir- 
ror, let every Christian, instead of slipping his neck 
into the noose os he did, and tlms consigning over 
his own «oul to the false Tempter, keep Ins eje stcadil) 
fixed upon heaven, and honor, love and worship, its 
supreme Ruler, with all Ins mind, vvitli all Ins heart, 
and with all Ins soul 

On the other hand he shall as earnestly forsake 
and eschew all the evil works and influence of the 
devil, go that through the Redeemer, lie may obtain 
his own eternal salvation, to be secured only through 
his suflrage and death Such a portion I wish may 
be the reward of every Christian from tlie very bottom 
of my heart.— Amen 
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racle to his neighbour, and dinner was no sooner 
over, than they begun to collect on all sides, w’ith ex- 
pressions of the greatest piety and wonder. To add 
to the numbers, Howleglass let them wait a good 
while ; he eat a good dinner, took his wine, and after 
sitting a little, rose very quietly, sending word to 
Gucchio Imbrate that he should bring the little bells 
and the besaces, v/hich after having unwrapped with 
much difficulty, assisted by the scullion and Nutto 
the servant, he proceeded to the place of exhibition. 
He ordered his attendants to go to the church gate 
and ring the bells with all their might. And the 
people being now all in readiness, Howleglass uncon- 
scious of his loss, began his discourse, which he very 
artfully led to his particular purpose. At length 
wishing to display the angel Gabriel’s feather, having 
first concluded his devotional confession, he ordered 
two torches to be lighted ; and then unfolding the 
mapper, and taking off" his monk’s cowl, he pro- 
nounced a grand panegyric upon the angel Gabriel 
and his relic. Now he opened the sanctum sanc- 
tonim of his box, which he found full of coals, and 
inwardly cursed his valet’s negligence, in having suf- 
fered such a trick to be played ; for he knew that he 
had not wit to think of such, a thing himself. How- 
ever, without in the least betraying his confusion, he 
raised up his hands and eyes to heaven, and in aloud 
voice he exclaimed : “ How great and miraculous ! !” 
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and shutting up tlie box, he again went on ■with hi& 
discourse : “ Good ladies and gentlemen, I must now 
inform jou, that when I was \cr} young 1 was sent 
by my superior into the cast, m order that I should 
do my utmost to discover the pmilegcs of St- An- 
tony, which, though they cost nothing, are more use- 
ful to others than to us I took my route from 
Venice, through the Grecian citj, and the kingdom 
of Algarve Here I found tlic ^cncrablc father 
Messire, to whom I said, when I wailed upon him, 
* Do not be ofilnded, most worth) patriarch of Jeru- 
salem,’ and he, out of retcrence for cicrj one who 
bore the habit of our patron St Anton), wished me 
to behold that holy saint’s relics, which he possessed 
Of these, indeed, he shewed me so man), thatifl 
were to attempt to gne )ou on account of all, 1 
should ncier hate done However, he had some 
bottled ia)s of the star which appeared to the three 
eastern kings, and a small phial, containing St Mi- 
chaels drops of sweat, which poured down, m his 
combat with the devil lie bad, aho, some of the 
sound of the bells, belonging to the grand temple 
of Solomon, and the feather of the angel which I 
have mentioned, with the coals which roastetl the 
blessed St Lawrence , all of which I was permitted 
to bring back with me True it is, that my superior 
would never permit me to exhibit them, until it had 
been clearly certified, that they were tlie genuine 
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things: hut now from niuloiibtnl mirnclcs, wliicli 
they have, wronghl, a-s well as from lotlrrs lately re- 
ceived from the patriarch of .lern.saleni, we are here 
nuthoripcd to exhibit pome of them, which I always 
earn,' about me, being afraid of trn.stine: them to any 
one. The angel Gabriel’s feather I pocure in a 
small box, and in another the coals with which 
St. Lawrence was roasted; and both bo.xcs bear 
so striking a resemblance that I often take one for 
the other, as has happened in the present instance. 
I find, that instead of having brought that contain- 
ing the feather, I have liere brought the box of coals, 
which I firmly believe has been owing less to my in- 
advertency, than to some miraculous interposition. 
And so it is ; for it now occurs to me, that within 
two days from this time is the festival of St. 
Lawrence ! Yes, it is St. Lawrence’s day, only the 
day after to-morrow ; and you sec, my good friends, 
that it is intended to arvaken your piety against the 
occasion, to turn your hearts to him, by the sight of 
these precious coals. Approach nearer, and behold 
them, saturated as it were with the unction and good 
humour of the saint : approach nearer I say, for 
whichever of you shall he marked with the sign of 
the cross by one of these coals, he will be sure to 
live during the whole year, and no fire shall harm 
him wheresoever he shall he.” 

Then, after singing a hymn to tlie saint, he 
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opened tlie box, and shevred tUe coals, which, when 
the stupid people had admired to their heart’s con- 
tent, they all be^n to press round Howleglass with 
their tribute, and to be marbed with the cross. This 
he did, with huge figures upon their clothes and 
dresses, lematking that whatever quantity of carbon 
was lost by the process, would be again supplied, 
when the coal was returned into the box. After 
having in this way fleeced all the good people of 
Certaldi, as well as disappointed the rogues who 
had hoped to enjoy his confusion upon nussmg the 
feather, he took his leave. But his companions were 
so greatly amused, and astonished at the ingenuity 
and resources he displayed, that they were almost 
convulsed with laughter 

When the iminen«!e assembly had dispersed, these 
wags went to find Howleglass, to whom, with in- 
finite jests and laiUenes, they discovered the tnck 
which they had just before played upon him, at the 
same tune restoring him his parrot’s feather, which, 
in the ensuing year, proved as lucrative to him, as 
the coals had before done 


MOW nOWLTOCASS, £SCOUtNC A UILLER, EXTRICATED TBE 
PARSON OP THE V11.T.AGE OUT OP A Dft£AT OltEUHA. 

Durivg the time that Howl^lass was playing the 
miller, there was a certam lord who had the reputa- 
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tion of being at once extremely eccentric and cruel, 
and -was in possession of a large domain. Happen- 
ing to hear that the parson of his parish piqued him- 
self upon the shrewdness of his divining faculties, 
Avhich the simple countiy people looked upon with 
the same horror they felt for judicial astrology; 
whereas the poor parson was only of an inquisitive 
turn, calculating from almanacks, of fine and rainy 
weather, according to the conjunction of the planets, 
which most frequently join to deceive those who 
trust them ; hearing of all this, we say, the lord of 
the manor determined to summon him. For though 
the parson made no kind of professions, his pa- 
rishioners still maintained, that he was a great di- 
viner, as well as a divine. Now, this lord ridiculed 
all those whose superstition led them to believe that 
any man possessed the power of foretelling what was 
to come — a power, only exercised by the Almighty ; 
and forthwith the parson was ordered to appear be- 
fore him. 

Trembling he obeyed ; for he knew the reports 
that had been spread, and the strange humour of his 
lordship, whom he found in bed. The moment he 
made his appearance, he said to the parson : “ So, 
they want me to believe that you meddle with di- 
vination !” • To this the unlucky pamon made an- 
swer : “ No, my lord, I make no profession of the 
kind; I am only a little curious in matters of judicial 
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astrology. By means of the stars, we are sometimes 
enabled to form a judgment according to their pecu- 
liar aspects, conjunctions, and influences.” This lord 
being in fact extremely ignorant, and not a whit the 
wiser for the parson’s explanations, told the parson 
that he thought he must be mad. “ And to cure you, 
my friend, now mark me ’ unless you can solve me 
four questions, such as I shall ask, jou shall he com- 
mitted for contempt of my person, and treated to the 
most severe flagellation that ever an astrologer cal- 
culated upon ” The poor parson wished to excuse 
himself. “ No, no,” said his lordship, “ you must 
either consent to solve my questions, or feel the strap ; 
and to cut matters short, I will tell you what they 
are*.— First : ^Vhere is the middle of the world ’ Se- 
cond ; What am I worth ^ Third : What do I think ^ 
Fourth • What do I believe “ Ob, my lord,*’ cued 
the unhappy parson, Heaven alone can see into the 
hearts of others.” Well, well, my friend,” said his 
lordship ; “ but you think to trap poor simple people 
by your usual tricks ; however, they will not do here. 
Come, confess that you are an impostor, and I shall 
hold you highly contemptuous, or read me my nddles 
aright.” 

The parson knowing this lord’s strange and savage 
temper, saw there would be no further use in contest- 
ing the point; and all that he could do was to delay 
the fatal hour, by begging time to consider and con- 



